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Fran harem 
till hockey 



"OST AR ost och vast ar vast 
och aldrig motas de tvi", for- 
sakrade Rudyard Kipling i ett 
av sina inspirerade ogonblick. 

Att det kiplingska tankespri- 
ket inte alltid kan tolkas orda- 
grant bevisades faktiskt av en 
aventyrslysten Stockholmstos 
for narmare 80 ir sedan. Den 
unga damen var kristnad till 
Hiima Helena Aurora, bar det 
vardagliga eftemamnet Nilsson 
och hade sitt foraldrahem i Vas- 
terhaninge. 




Bocker 



En dag i borjan av 1920-talet 
viUe mamsell Nilsson ha om- 
vaxling i tillvaron och reste dar- 
for till Berlin for att leva livet, 
offidellt for att studera tyskt 
musik- och teaterliv. Dar traffa- 
de hon i nojesvirvlama sin stit- 
liga osterlandska prins - minis- 
tersonen Muhammed Asim 
Khan frin Kabul i Afghanistan 
- och blev upp over oronen for- 
alskad i honom. 



DEN afghanske ynglingen foil i 
sin tur pladask for den Ijushyll- 
ta svenskan, och snart nog fria- 
de han. Aktenskapet mellan ost 
och vast - mellan Asim Khan 
och Atirora Nilsson - ingicks 
den 5 augusti 1925. och de ny- 
gifta s4g fortrbstansfuUt fram 
mot en samvaro i rosenrott med 
Berlin som den sjalvklara hem- 
adressen och retrattplatsen. 
D4 kom - p4 jxalaftonen 1926 - 



niigot av ett dripslag. Till foljd 
av politiska forvecklingar i Af- 
ghanistan fick Asim Khan den- 
na dag, helt oformodat, en tele- 
grafisk bestallning frin det 
kungliga hovet i Kabxil att sna- 
rast iterv^da till hemiandet, 
dar en viktig befattning i ett av 
departementen vantade honom. 

Aven Aurora halsades val- 
kommen till den afghanska hu- 
vudstaden. Frin och med nu 
var det Asien, det karga bergs- 
landet "mitt i varlden" och ett 
nytt kulturmonster som gallde. 

Resan antraddes och via Pa- 
ris, Marseille, Korsika, Port 
Said, Suezkanalen och Aden in- 
fann sig det unga paret i Bom- 
bay. Aurora misstrostade och 
ville hoppa av; hon hade van- 
trivts xinder storre delen av far- 
den, och med skrackblandad 
fdrtvivlan tyckte hon sig se hur 
Asim steg for steg blev alltmera 
oregerlig. Han drabbades av 
omotiverade vredesutbrott och 
pligades av svartsjukans mor- 
ka demoner. 

Den 5 maj 1927 overskred 
Rora Asim Khan, alias Aurora 
Nilsson frin Vasterhaninge, 
gransen till Afghanistan i nar- 
heten av Dacca uppe i det vilda 
Khyberpasset pi drygt 1 000 
meters hojd over havet. 

Det var formodUgen forsta 
gingen i historien en svensk fot 
trampade afghansk jord! Oken- 
raven och geologen Sven Hedin 
kom aldrig si lingt som Aurora 
gjorde och den vighalsige Paul 
Mohn - karriardiplomaten - 
nidde milet i Kabul forst pi 
senhosten 1928. 

I sitt nya hemland drabbades 
Aurora av en veritabel kultur- 
chock. 3amtidigt gick hennes 
aktenskap definitivt overstyr. 
Efter tio minader i ofrihet bak- 
om hushillets murar och den 





Frin Vasterhaninge till Kabul. Aurora Nilsson reste till 
Berlin i borjan av 1920'taiet for att studera musik och tea- 
ter. Men en osterldndsk ministerscn ville annorlunda och 
dventyret tog nya vdndningar. 



Ingen lyx. Livet i Kabul blev pd intet sdtt ndgon dans pd 
rosorfor Aurora Nilsson. Livet, utanfor hovet, var enkelt 
och maken en hustmpldgare. 



obligatoriska slojans tygvaggar 
- och efter lika minga sorger 
och bedrovelser - lyckades hon 
till sist utverka skilsmassa frin 
sin man. Nigot skilsmassodo- 
kument hade aldrig tidigare ex- 
isterat i de afghanska havder- 
na. 

Tidigt pi morgonen den 5 
mars 1928 befann sig Aurora 
Nilsson "av svenskamas stam" 
an en ging vid den strategiska 
gransbommen uppe i Khyber- 
passet. Denna ging strilade 
hon av oforfalskad giadje; antli- 
gen var hon pi vag hem, fattig 
och utblottad men desto rikare 
pi erfarenheter. 



MEN HUR GICK det sedan? 
frigar man sig oroligt. Fick de 
bida kontrahentema frin ost 
och vist nigonsin frid i sinnet 
och ro i sina ilia tilltygade sja- 
lar? 

Muhammed Asim Khans ode 
blev grymt. Efter att ha mist sin 
lagvigda hustru forvandlades 
han till en skugga av sitt foma 
jag, och desperationen tilltog. I 
borjan av 30-talet lierade han 
sig med politiska terrorister och 
gick under jorden. 

Upplosningen kom den 7 Sep- 
tember 1933. Iford morka gias- 
ogon och bevapnad med pistol 
stegade den protyske Asim 
Khan denna dag in pi den brit- 



tiska ambassaden i Kabul och 
mejade i rask foljd ner tre per- 
soner, som alia Ijot en ogon- 
blicklig dod. Ungefar i samma 
veva mordades Af- ^^^^ 
ghanistans ambas- 
sador i Berlin. Dar- 
efter var turen kom- 
men all Nadir Shah 
- den regerande 
kungen - som kall- 
blodigt draptes av 
en annan attentats- 
man. 

Asim Khan greps 
omedelbart efter sitt 
did och hangdes i 
gryningen sex dagar 
senare. 

Aurora Nilsson visade sig vara 
mera segiivad. \^d iterkomsten 
till Sverige konsulterade hon 
forst en spokskrivare och totade 
pi stiende fot ihop ett tyskt 
grundmanus om sitt afghanska 
avenryr - boken oversattes med 
den saljande titeln Rykten frin 
harem (Bonniers 1928). 

Darefter gifte hon sig med 
milannastaren Karl Abra- 
hamsson frin SodertSlje, mera 
kind som "Kalle Aber", Sveri- 
ges framste ishockeyspelare pi 
30-talet. Enligt obekraftade 
uppgifter friffades Kalle och 
Aurora pi en bordell i Istanbul 
av ana stallen, enligt andra kal- 
lor strilade de samman efter en 
hockeymatch i Prag. 



Efter 
manader 
innanfor 
hushallets 
vaggar 
hade hon 
fatt nog 



Redan 1946 gick Kalle Aber 
ur tiden, drabbad av hjartslag 
nere pi Centralen i Stockholm. 
Som nybliven anka bppnade 
^^^^ Aurora syatelje och 
verkade nigra ir 
aven som ungdoms- 
ledare i Sodertalje 
sportklubb - SSK. 
Hon somnade in 
lugnt och stilla pi 
ett pensionarshem 
1972 vid 78 irs il- 
der. 

Bland hennes ef- 
terlamnade tillhorig- 
heter fanns ingen- 
ting som ens avlag- 
set piminde om hen- 
nes vistelse i Orienten en ging i 
tiden. Inte ens den egna boken 
hade hon kvar. 



AND A urskiljer vt i den slutli- 
ga analysen, Aurora Nilssons 
visterlandska fotavtryck i den 
afghanska 1900-talshistorien, 
lit vara oavsiktliga och natt och 
jamnt synliga for blotta ogat. 
Likval finns de dar! 



Mats Pamer 



KALLA: Aurora Nilsson; Flyk- 
ten frin harem, 1928 
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TOMAS LOFSTROM 



Bonddottern fran 
Sodertorn som roade 
sig i tjugotalets Berlin 

och sen hamnade i 
den blivande terroris- 
ten Asim Khans 
harem... 



skilsmassa och flydde ur lan- 
det. 

Om sitt olyckliga aktenskap 
och de provningar hon fick ut- 
std i Afghanistan berattade Au- 
rora sedermera i en bok som 
kom ut Bonniers forlag 1928: 
"Flykten Mn harem". |Den ut- 
ges nu i nytryck av Svenska Af- 
ghanistankommitten med ut- 
markt inledning av Anders 
Forsberg, som bland annat 
lyckats losa gStan med bokens 
tillkomsthistoria (i varje fall till 
halften): det visar sig att den ar 
oversatt f rin ett tyskt manus av 
den kande oversattaren Curt 
:Berg. 

Auroras bok - som f6r ovrigt 
l&g till grund for min roman 
."Gryningsflickan" 1986 - fir en 
p^ en g^ng personlig och dis- 
tanserad skildring dar ditidens 
afghanska samhalle framtra- 
der ur ett unikt kvinnligt var- 
dagsperspektiv. Aurora f &r med 
tiden, som hon sjSlv skriver, "en 
overblick over Mskilliga af- 
ghanska forh^llanden". en 
anmarkningsvart proffsig pro- 
-sa, detaljerat och inte utan hu- 
mor beskriver hon kvinnovarl- 
den bakom lervaggama och 
slojorna hush§Il,klader,smink, 
hygien, erotik, li v och dod - men 
ocks^ intrigema inom aristo- 
kratin och kungafamiljen. 
Kung Amanullahs reformer har 
hon daremot knappt lagt marke 
till. 

Hennes berattelse ar natur- 
ligtvis en variant av den valbe- 
provade orientaliska shejkro- 
manen, men den ar egentligen 
ganska fri frin fordomar och 
skulden for Asims overgrepp 
och den dst-vdstliga karlekens 
misslyckande lagger hon mind- 
re p& honom Sn p& "de forh^l- 
, landen av vilka han som afghan 
var beroende". 

Det ar p^ det hela taget en 
fascinerande historia som dess- 
utom fir sarskild aktualitet 
idag nar Afghanistans kvinnor 
efter decennier av forsiktig 
emancipation under talibaner- 
nas ''fundamentalistiska"regim 
brutalt kastats tillbaka till en si- 
tuation av forbud och fomed- 
ring som i mycket liknar den 
Aurora vittnar om. 

Aurora Asim Khan (Aurora 

Niisson): Flykten frSn harem. 
Svenska Afghanistankommitten. 

Tomas L6fstr6m Srf6rfattare och 
kulturjoumalist. 



I en kryptiskt formulerad bi- 
sats i sin bok "Resa til! Af- 
ghanistan" frin 1930, en 
klassiker i Afghanistanlittera- 
turen, namner diplomaten Paul 
Mohn en foga varldsberomd 
foregingare av svensk nationa- 
litet i detta fjarran land, en. 
kvihna vid namn Aurora Nils- . 
son, "i olyckligt aktenskap for- 
enad med den sympatiske 
Asim Khan". 

Denne Asim' Khan, larare p^ 
tyska skolan i Kabul och 
Mohns tolk, skulle ett par kr se- 
nare iklada sig roUen som ter- 
rorist och skjuta nertre tjanste- 
man p& den brittiska legationen 
i ett frustrerat forspk att dstad- 
komma en comeback for den 
reformivrande kung Amanul- 
lah som stortats 1929. Effekten 
blev emellertid - derf molsattaf'^ 
incidenten gav kung Nadir 
Shah en forevandning att elimi- 
nera oppositionen. Darmed sat- 
tes slutiig punkt fftr Amanul- 
lahs forsok att modemisera Af- 
ghanistan. 

Det skulle drdja sextioir in- 
nan ett nytt forsok gjordes i och 
med den kommiihistiska stats- 
kuppen 1978. Som bekant miss- 
lydkades aven det, med rysk 
ockupation, inbordeskrig, 6de- 
laggelse och reaktionar back- 
lash som fdljd. 

Men vem var Aurora Nils- 
son? 

Hon var en bonddotter fr^n 
Sodertorn som p& 20-talet ror- 
de sig i nojesvirvlama i Berlin. 
Dar traffade hon den teknik- 
studerande Asim. De gifte sig 
si sm&ningom, och hon foljde 
med honom till Kabul.I stallet 
for den palatstillvaro hon mS- 
handa forestallt sig Ikstes hon 
in i Asims "harem". Nar denne 
gick miste om utlovade rege- 
ringsbef attningar och pengar- 
ha borjade tryta avtog bans 
karlek till Aurora och bans 
vasterlandska polityr flagna- 
de. Hans bitterhet tog sig 
bland annat uttryck i att han 
' borjade misshandla sin hustru 
som till slut lyckades utverka 




Flyktingarbete i miknga 4r 

Nar Afghanistan, som lange 
varit stangt for utlandsk hjalp- 
verksamhet till en viss grad pi 
70-talet oppnades for bistinds- 
arbete, ville Ellen vara med 
har. Forut hade hon lart sig 
Hindi och urdu, nu larde hon 
sig ocksi pashto. 

Orebromissionen ansokre 
om medel frln SIDA for att 
bygga en modravirdscentral i 
Kabul. Ellen fick dk som uppgift 
att tillsammans med andra 
kunniga gora de nodvandiga 
undersokningama. Men pa 
grund av Sovjets invasion i slutet 
av 1979 blev det inget sjukhus- 
bygge av. 

MInga afghaner tvingades 
fly till Pakistan. Tillsammans 
med flyktingama foljde utland- 
ska bistindsarbetare for att 
hjalpa dem att komma tillratta 
med den svira situationen. Det 
var di som Ellen tillsammans 
med en grupp bildade en hjalp- 
organisation som fick namnet 
SERVE. Den har under de 
gangna tjugo aren haft hundra-, 
tals frivilliga.pch byggt upp en 
verksamhet som gettilyktingar 
mojlighet att overleva. Finansi- 



ellt stod har kommit frin flera 
hjalporganisationer i Sverige. 

Sjukvard med allman kirurgi 
och ogonkiinik har etablerats. 
Alfabetisering och skolor ger 
vuxna och bam en framtid. In- 
komstbringande arbete har 
minga fitt genom tiliverkning 
av solugnar och mattknytning. 
Undervisning i effektiv jord- 
bruk ger flyktingama hopp for 
framtiden i ett forvantat frin 
hemland. 

Ellens uppgift har bland annat 
varit att skriva larobdcker i hy- 
gien och haisovird. For att un- 
dervisa om utlagda landminors 
bedragliga faror, skrev Ellen en 
speciell- larobok. Den upp- 
marksammades av FN, som 
onskade att hon skulle bredda 
dess innehdll. Antalet bocker i 
sociala och medicinska frigor 
har med tiden blivit sjutton. 

Under de ki Ellen ^ gjorde sin 
speciella insats bland flylctmg- 
arna i Pakistan var hon tidvis 
larare vid teologiska skolan i 
Dehra Dun. Har har Erikshjal- 
pen och PMU varit generosa 
bidragsgivare. 

Nu har hon som pensionar 
lamnat sival sitt arbete i flyk- 
tinghjalpen SERVE som larar- 
tjansten men hennes tanke och 
hjarta ar dock kvar i Asien. 
Det kunde ingen som horde ra- 
dioprogrammet undgi att for- 
sti. 

JEAN MALM 




MSD • FREDAGEN DEN 9 APRIL 1999 



25 



Yta: 637 397 kvadratkilometer. 
Vid den enda foU«fSKii|8om 
agt rum i Afghanistan tflTS be- 
rSknades befolkningen uppgd 
till 15,54 mi^oner. Under det 
decennium som f6ljde Sovjets 
invasion 1 979 flydde uppskatt- 
ningsvis tre miljoner afghaner 
till Pakistan, tvd nriiljoner till Iran 
och 150 000 till andra . lander^ 
Under kriget berSknas dessut- 
om 1 ,3 miljoner mSnniskor ha 
dtidats. 

Religioner: Muslimer 99 procent 
(varav cirka 80 procent sunni- 
och resterande shiamuslimer). 

Spiik: Omkiing 30 sprik taias. 
Pashtu som talas av den pash- 
tunska folkniajoriteten fir till- 
sammans med dari (den af- 
ghanska dialekten av persiska) 
effiaeUa spr&k. Uzbeker, turk- 
mener och kirgiser i norr talar 
turkiska spr&k. 



Svenska Afghanistankommit- 
t6n (SAK) startade som en pro- 
etestrOrelse mot Sovjetunio- 
nens ockupation av Afghani- 
stan (1979 - 1989). I dag Sr 
SAK en etablerad bistSndsor- 
ganisation, partipolitiskt obun- 
den, som samarbetar med 
Sida. 

4 000 brunnar har konstruerat 
med svenskt siOd sedan 1993. 

Kommttttfls natverk best^ av 
8 000 medarbetare (sjukv&'ds- 
personal, Ifirare, ingenjfirer, ad- 
ministratCrer o s v) och hjaiper 



1 60 O OP barn, darav 3Q_QQ0 




'Se^aerWoch re^wtten Jean rGMa Zivet pd vnAnga som i dag dSr som spddbam. foto: bengt-ake perssoh 



Bnmneir raddar liv 

Nu ska Eva Olleh f r^n Lulea samla in 260 000 kr for att hjalpa barneh i Afghanistan 

% ^ 



luleA 



Spfidbarnsdddligheten i Afghani- 
stan fir skrammande h5g. 

Vait f jarde barn dor innan det 
fylltfem. 

Mycket beroende p& avsakna- 
den av rent vatten. ' ' 

Nu vill Eva Oll^n, Liilei, att 
Norrbottenbygger brunnar i 
Afghanistan. i 

-Den som grfivt en brunn At andra har 
inte levt tOre&ves, sfiger Eva OU&a i 
Svenska Af gfaanistimlHMUitftt^n. 

Hon har s jMv dragit ^Am ett pe^m 
sma kallas Norrbruns. 

Syftet fir att samla ia, mfaist, 260000 
kroner under 19^. ' ; 

Det skuUe tlaca tOI 260 brunnar i Af- 
ghanistan. 

4(H)0kronor 

F&r varje tusenlapp bistindscnrganet 
Svenska Afghanistankommittto skfin- 

ker ger Sida 4 000 kroner. 




tefriga ffirEva 0116n. 

- Det finns 260 orter i Norrbotten s3 
jag tankte att mftlsattningeri var en 
brunn i Afghanistan fOr varje ort i Norr- 
botten. Nu hoppas jag att den mSlsatt- 
ningen SvertrSf fas, sSger Eva 0116n. 

- Nu har jag hittat nigot att bita i. Jag 
har vai nSstan blivit besatt men det 
kanns som om man fir mycket tillbaka 
om man deltar i bist^dsarbete. 

Har du s jilv besokt Afghanistan? 

- Nej, men jag drttmmer om att Ska dit 
nSr mina bam har blivit vuxna, sager 
Eva 0116n. 

Brunnama innebSr inte enbart liv till 
landsbygdens folk. 

Mellan 15 och 20 famil- 
jer kan dela pi en brunn. 

Den innebfir ocks& ar- 
betstiUfailen 



enbart liv till 



PETBR LUNDQRBN 




Det har Hr Eva OMns "syster" Nadia 
som hon trUffade i hissenfOr ndgra dr 
sedm. aM^^l^^a^ ^ iSverige. 



En liten afghansktflicka som Or glad. Han bor i byn Dehmarda som har tiUgdng 
till vatten. Eva OIMn i Lided samlar in pengarjdr att kunna grOva brunnar i 
Afghanistan. 

5 000 kronwSrvad enbruankostaratt 
grSva. 

Eva 0116n jobbar of drtrutet och envist. 

Hon berattar att hon sOker kontakter i 
hela samhfillet. 

Inom politiken, kyrkan, vfilgttrenhet 
o s v. 

-Vatten fir en fOrutsattning fOr allt. 
Jag har valt att arbeta med att samla in 
pengar till bninnar. Vattenprojektiet fir 
ett kvinnoprojekt, sfiger Eva 0116n. 

Hon ar utbildad socialarbetare som 
flyttade till Lulefi f rSn Stockholm efter- 
som hennes man i&tx arbete pd universi- 
tetet. 



Intressetfdr Afghanistan vScktesv&r- 
vintem 1994. 

Hjartefrdga 

I hissen traf f ade hon en kvinna, Nadia, 
som berattade att hon kom fr&n Kanda- 
har i Afghanistan. 

-Samma kvail satt jag och Ifiste Da- 
gens Nyheters korsord. Dar stod det 
"Kandahardam" pfi nio bokstiiver vilket 
blev"Afghanska". 

- pa sa satt inleddes vbr vflnskap, sa- 
ger Eva OU^n. 
I^vye^ Morrbninn har blivit en hjar- 



Om du vill ge ett bidrag till projekt Norr- 
brunn si har Svenska Af ghanistanhjfilpen 
postgirokonto 90 07 80-8. Skriv Projekt 
Norrbrunn 1999 pA inbeteMn^tortet 




En samaigsum ime kan upprepastia- 
rackligt dnga gdnger kan man tycka. 



Mohammed Zia, th, frdnafghanistan tackar Karin LindstrUm i mitten som sk&nkte sinalO-ars pmssnter till nya 
brunnar.PengarnafdrmedladesavEvaOllengenomprojektNorrbrunn. foto: kurt engstrom 



LU LEA 



Karia Liadstrom, Lulea, 
tackade ne j till presenter 
nar hon f yllde 70 ar. 

- Jag sa till alia som 
f ragade vad jag onskade 
mig att om de ville ge 
nagot sa sknle de skicka 
pengar till proj^kt 
Norrbrunn. 

Nyligen f ick Karin 
Lindstrom besok f ran 
Afghanistan. Mehammed 
Zia kom och tackade for 
Karins gava och 
berattade om hur 
brunnarna blir till. 

Karin Lindstrom bor i en ombo- 
nad lagenhet pa Ornaset i Lulea. 
Hon fyllde 70 ar den 1 april. 

-Jag tycl^ att Jag har allt 
jag kan onska mig och ville inte 
ha nagra fler prylar. Jag hade 
hort talas om projekt Norr- 
brunn sa jag berattade for min 
familj och slakt om detta. 

Norrbrunn ar ett projekt i 



Norrbotten. 
Eva OUen dri- 
ver projektet 
som har som 
mal att samla 
in pengar till 
260 brunnar i 
Afghanistan. 



5 UlWunnar 

Pengama gar till den svenska 
Afghanistankomitten. De sam- 
arbetar med Sida och hittills 
fear 5 172 brunnar gravts 1 oitka 
byar, 

- Varje brunn ger vatten till 
cirka 280 personer, sager Eva 
Ollen. 

Mohammed Zia ar en av 8 000 
afghanier som arbetar i sven- 
ska Afghanistaakomittens pro- 
jekt. 

Samarbete 

- Det som skiljer vart arbete 
fr^n FNs ar att de fiesta anstall- 
da ar afghaner och att vi ger 
hjalp till sjalvhjalp. 

Brunnarna gravs och byggs i 




samarbete med 
bybefolkning- 
en. Varje 
brunn kostar 
cirka 5 000 
kronor. Dessa 
pengar .gar till 
gjutning av betong och pum- 
pen. Gravandet och byggandet 
star byborna sjalva for. 

Varje krona som Eva Ollen 
saffite m i Nont>0tten blir f em, 
i och med att Sida bidrar med 
fyra. 

-Behovet av bnmnar i Af- 
ghanistan ar enormt. Det skuUe 
behova byggas runt 40 000 om 
behovet av vatten ska tillgodo- 
ses, sMger Mohammed Zia. 

Hjdlp med skolor 

Han tillagger att det ar moj- 
ligt att grava brunnar over at- 
minstone 60 procent av landets 
yta. 

- Det som skiljer den svenska 
verksamheten fran andra ar att 
komitten f inns kvar och hjalper 
manniskorna trots atf taliba- 
nerna har tagit makten. Vi har 




NSD den9 april 1999. 

kunnat hjalpa byar med skolor 
for flickor och vatten. 

-Nar jag fyllde ar sa en av 
mina slaktingar att det inte spe- 
lar nagon roll om pengarna 
skickas till Afghanistan eller 
om jag hade fitt en resa i pre- 
sent, sager Karin Lindstrom. 
Men det tycker jag. - ' ^ 

EVA BERGSTEN SUNDBERG 



Talibanernas land 







Talibanema har tagit makten i Afghanistan \Mm att ha brukat speciellt mycket 
vald. Den har bilden skiljer sig fran den CNN och vSra media visar. 

Text och bild: Henrik Hedelin 

Mannen i hornet sager ingenting. Han tittar 
tomt framfor sig. Hans kropp ar lite hopkru- 
pen och han verkar inte reagera pa vad som pa- 
gar runt omkring honom. Han har inte ens lagt 
marke till allt Hv och uppstandelse kring den 
utlanning som kommit till den lilla landsort- 
skliniken. Lakaren pa kliniken och hans med- 
arbetare forslar ivrigt undan patienter och me- 
dflHnef fbr att bcreda den viktip *^terlan- 
ningen plats. Personalen verkar skammas lite 
for sitt enkla lerhus men ser till att det myck- 
et snart finns te och mullbar pa bordet. 

Lite bekiamd av denna gSstfrihet och att 
jag upptar behandlingsrummet dricker jag 
snabbt upp mitt te och lyckas fa personalen att 
fortsatta arbeta trots att jag ar pa besok. Utan- 
fSr behandlingsrummet stSr och sitter folk i en 
ko som fe«Esatter en bra bit utanfor kliniken. 
Dar sitter gamla och unga man i skjortor och 
posiga byxor och kvinnor dolda bakom sina 
burkas. Manga har med sig etc eller flera barn 

med smala axlar och radda ogon. Barnens grat 

blandas bara ibland med ett samtal. 

Nar jag druckit upp mitt te sitter manrien i 

hSmec fortfarande kvar, pa en av de fa stolar- 

na och i den atravarda skuggan. Nar jag gar for- 

bi tittar han upp pa mig och hans ogon far lite 

liv nar han sager "which country?" med en in- 
te alltfbr stark brytning. Jag svarar att jag kom- 

mer fran Sverige och vi borjar prata med var- 

andra pa en konsensusengelska med mesta- 

dels enstaviga ord. 

Mannen heter Wakil och det visar sig att 

han en ging i tiden laste till ingenjor pa uni- 

versitetet i Kabul och dar hade snappat upp li- 
te engelska. Han ser ut att vara runt sextio 

men Sf ffoiigen snarare i fyrtioarsaldem. Jag 

har lart mig att inte fraga for afghaner vet aid- 
rig hur gamla de ar. Medan han pratar med 

mig rattaf han tiH sin litla huvudbonad och ra- 

tar pa sig sa att hans spretiga och gra skagg vi- 
sas i dess fulla prakL Han ar mycket ^ordig 

men ivrig att fa mig att forsta nar han borjar be- 

ratta om sig sjalv. Wddl hade, sSger han, en fru 

och tva barn men hustrun och dottem dog for 

manga tr sedan i ett r\'skt bombanfall mot de- 

ras hemby och sonen dog for nagra ar sedan i 

de interna stridighetema. Han fortsatter 
lakoniskt berana om hur hans syskon har dott 
under olika omstandighetea- och hur han inte 
har nagon kvar. 

Familjen mh siikten allt fer en afghan 
och Wakil tittar mig i ogonen och sager att han 
inte har nSgot att leva for. "Jag lever for att det 
ar Allahs vilja, att trotsa den vote en stor synd". 




Lakama i samsprdk i det obligatoriska terummetpa kliniken. 



sager han med djupt allvar. Han fortsatter sin 
berattelse och samtidigt som hans eget liv ma- 
las upp for mig far jag hela Afghanistans tra- 
gedi presenterad pa ett sorgligt komplett satt. 

A^hanistan ar ett splittrat och sargat land. 
Genom historien har det omrade som i dag ar 
Afghanistan varit en motesplats for kulturer 
och folkslag och en skadeplats fiir minga krig. 
Under kolonialtiden var landet en bricka i 
maktspelet mellan England och Ryssland och 
senate mellan vast och SovjeL 1979 invadera- 
de Sovjet landet och upprattade en mario- 
nettregering. 

Detta var starten till tjugo ars inbordeskrig. 
Forst ett motstandskrig mot den sovjetiska 
ockupacionsimkten, ett segt och blodigt krig 
som forstorde landets infrastruktur och drab- 
bade civilbefolkningen pa ett obeskrivligt 
grymt satL Senate, nar Sovjet drog sig ur lan- 
det i slutet av dttiotalet, borjade de lost sam- 
manhallna mujahedingruppema slass om den 
sonderfallande centralmakten med ett styck- 
at land som foljd. Ingen litade pa nagon och 
landet delades upp i zoner kontcolteiade av lo- 
kala krigsherrar stodda av nigoc av f^nnlan- 
dema. Striderna fortsatte. 

De etniska motsSttningama spclade en 



stor roll i denna splittring. Pashtunerna, som ar 
den storsta folkgruppen, dominerar i ost och 
syd och har oftast haft makten i Afghanistan 
pa nagot satt. I norr finns i stallet mycket tad- 
zjiker, turkmener och uzbeker och i de cen- 
trala provinserna hazarer som ar ett mongo- 
liskt folkslag. Dessutom finns en mangd mind- 
re etniska grupper, alia med egna kulturer och 
eget sprak. Den enda riktigt gemensamma 
faktom i landet ar religionen. Sa gott som alia 
ar muslimcr och islam gcnomsyrar vardagsli- 
vet hos varje afghan. Islam ix en sjalvklarhet 
for afghanerna och det var islam som stalldes 
mot "vasterlandsk dekadens" i striderna mot 
Sovjet. 

1995 ddk oi ny gnipp upp - talibanema. 
Aterigen anvandes islam som motiv for upp- 
ror. Taliban betyder ungefar "koranstudent" 
eller bara "student" och talibanema bestSr av 
unga man fran madrasas, koranskolor. Har un- 
dervisas de i islam och den "racta tolkningen" 
av de heliga versema. 

De sade sig vilja rena landet frin korrup- 
rion och oenighet. Afghanistan skulle bli en 
enad islamistisk stat. Med en mycket strikt 
tolkning av islam och generost ekonomiskt 
st6d ftSn Pakistan bSrjade de i sodra Afghani- ^ 
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Sjukvdrelsklinik pa landsbygden i ostra Afghanistan. 



► Stan och hade 1997 kon troll 6ver tre fjardede- 

lar av landet. Talibanemas fiesta erovringar 
har skett utan att skott avlossats, de lokala 
krigsherrama har i stallet kopts over. Aven Ka- 
bul intogs nastan utan strid. De senaste ma- 
nadema har talibanerna aven lyckats inta de 
viktigaste staderna i norra Afghanistan. De tva 
oppositionsgrupper som finns kvar ar nu 
trangda och talibanerna kan sagas ha den 
verkliga makten i landet. 

Tafibanema ar ik^ med att papeka att de ar 
en religios rorelse och inte en etnisk grupp 
men i praktiken ar de pashtudominerade och 
deras tolkning av islam ar narmast slakt med 
den traditionella pashtuiska. Denna tolkning 
har sedan varit grundcn for den sharia, islam- 
ska lag, som infbrts i landet. Talibanemas sha- 
ria tacker varje liten detalj i en manniskas liv 
och bestir av manga forbud som later absurda 
fbr en vasteirlanning. Att en kvinna inte skall 
lamna hemmet utan lagligt manligt sallskap, 
alltid bara en "burka" som tacker ansiktet 
med ett nat och inte avslojar nagra kroppsfor- 
mer och att alia maste be vid de bestamda tid- 
punkterna ar sjalvklart. Vidare ar det forbjudet 
att sjunga, for barn att flyga drake och for man 
att ha for kort skagg. All avbildning av levan- 
de ^^TsUL, tm. j^aom foto^fering, ar ocksl 
forbjuden. Vissa forbud, som till exempel for- 
budet for kvinnor att arbeta inom annat an 
sjukvard, har tagit bort mojligheten till for- 
sorjning for mlteip femiljer, ffamfSr alk ftir de 
tusentals ankor som fmns efter alia ar av krig. 

Talibanemas harda regler har dock nastan 
eliminerat brottslighet. Tjuvar far obonhorligt 
en hand avskuren och en mordare blir avrat- 
tad pa samma satt som han mordade. Standigt 
kommer nya regler och hirdare straff. Taliba- 



nerna verkar trots konsekvensema, det for- 
svarade bistandsarbetet och omvarldens pro- 
tester inte andra sin intention att omvandla 
Afghanistan till en i deras ogon ren islamistisk 
Stat. 

Det ar runt middagstid och som varmast pa 
dagen. Lervaggarna svalkar lite men jag har 
anda svirt att halla koncentrationen och svet- 
ten droppar stMndigt ned i 5gonen nar jag skall 
lasa. Jag har overtalat klinikforestandaren att 
jag inte behover sitta i behandlingsrummet for 
att arbeta utan sStter mig i det terum som fmns 
i alia afghanska hus. Jag slar upp den forsta 
"registration book" i dagens bunt . Har fmns 
alia patienter kliniken har tagit emot regist- 
rerade. Varje patient har en smal rad som en- 
da journal dar kon, alder, diagnos och utskri- 
ven medicin fmns nedskrivet med spretiga 
bokstaver. 

rainikenia drivs av Sven^ Afghanistan- 
kommitten och har engelska som sprak men 
med stavningen ar det lite si och sa. Har frek- 
vensen kvinnor minskat eller okat pa klini- 
kema sedan talibanemas maktdvertagande 
och vad har hant med olika aldersgmpper.'' 
Det ar det jag ar har for att utrona och jag bor- 
jar ga igenom patienter i april 1996; kvinna 17, 
malaria, klorokinfosfat 30 tabletter, kvinna 35, 
huvudvark, aspirin 10 tabletter, man 20, dy- 
senteri, tetracyklin 16 tabletter osv. 

Det ar latt att tro att i ett sa krigsharjat land 
som Afghanistan skulie mdnga parienter vara 
traumafall men p2 fem veckor sag jag nastan 
inga skottskador eller andra krigsskador. Det 
folk sokte sig till klinikema for och det folk 
ocksS dog av var sjukdomar av enkel art - di- 
arre, lunginflammarion, malaria. Sjukdomar 
som skulle kunna forhindras med battre kost, 



Majoriteten z\ afghanerna ar jord- 
brukare och bor pa landsbygden. 
Har bland klippiga hcrgoch corra 
slatter iiggcr bordiga dalar dar marken ofta 
I gcr skord trc ganger om arct. Forutom od- 
lingarna av ris och \'ctc har mdnga bonder 
odiingslotrcr med opiumvalinio som i juni 
manad star kaia nar blomman har falit sina 
blad och bara kapscln med sina inristade 
I faror star kvar. Afghanerna sjalva skulle ai- 
j drig anvanda opiumprodukrer da dcr iir 
i mor deras tolkning av islam, en t\'dlig kon- 
I , trasr mot t ex Iran. Traditionell: afghanskt 
I jordbruk anvander sinnrika och avancera- 
I dc bevattningssystcm som mr ar att bygga. 
i Des.sa iir ofta forstorda eller igenslammadc 
i efter krigsaren och jordbrukecs avkastning 
ar ingct av vad det skulic kunna vara. 
Eftcrsom dc fiesta bor pa landsbygden 
: och bade infrastrukrur och kommunika- 
tionsmojlighctcr ar minimak urveckladc 
har centralmakten, vilken den an varit, all- 
I tid haft liten kontroli over dc breda lolk- 
lagren. Aven talibanerna har sin makt kon- 
ccntrerad till staderna. Pa landsbygden 
fortgar livet mest som det alltid gjort. Men 
det som marks pa landsbygden efter tali- 
banemas makto\'ertag ar at: det faktiski iir 
fred i de omraden de kontrollerar. Det 
finns inga rovarband och inga lokala stri- 
dighetcr. Ett faktiim som lt)kal}>efolknin<;- 
cn uppskattar och har lett till det stod tali- 
banerna trots allt har pa manga stallcn. 

.Men fred iir bara borjan. Mela landet 
mlstc byggas upp pa nytt med brunnar 
; och bcvattningskanaler, skolor och folk- 
; halsovdrd. Nlgot som kommer att ta tid 
och kosta pengar. ■ 

//// 
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rena brrnimt, latrineroch myggnat. 

I det traditionella afghanska samhallet 
fanns en scor tilltro till den lokale helbragda- 
goraren, en tilltro som nu overforts till vaster- 
landsk itiedicin och framforallt de tvS magiska 
botmedlen pillret och sprutan. En patient i Af- 
ghanistan tycker sig inte ha fatt behandling 
om han inte bar fatt ett recept pa piller. Heist 
av allt vill nnan ha en injektion. Detta har lett 
till att utanfor den kvalificerade sjukvarden 
fmns en stor marknad for medicinforsaljning. 
I basarema ar den farmaceutiska sektionen 
stor och sjuka kan valja pa grona, gula och bla 
piller och pa en del stallen kan man fa infusion 
av droppvatska (i basta fail) av valfri farg. 

Jag gartiHbaka tffl behandlingsrummet nar 
jagarbetat klart. En kvinna som rullat upp nat- 
delen av sin ^ur;ta faller snabbt ned den igen 
nar hon ser mig komma. Jag far en liten skymt 
av hennes ansikte och hon vrider bort huvu- 
det och flyttar langre in bland kvinnorna i hor- 
net. Pa vag in i behandlingsrummet moter jag 
Wakil. Han har just varit inne hos doktorn och 
n§r han ser mig skiner han upp ; "swedish doc- 
tor!" utbrister han och skakar energiskt min 
hand trots att det var mindre an tva timmar se- 
dan vi sags. Han ber mig folja med in i be- 
handlingsrummet och inleder en kulsprute- 
konversation med lakaren som utmynnar i att 
lakaren trott forklarar att Wakil vill att jag skall 
skriva ut medicin till honom. Som manga har 
Wakil mycket storre ©Kfc^ftde fSr tister- 
landska lakare och det tar ett tag innan jag 
lyckas overtyga honom om att jag ar belt over- 
ens med den afghanske lakaren och att medi- 
cinen kommer fungera JittetHra ©O^attdet ar 
sa fa tabletter. 

Pa landsbygden i Afghanistan kallas alia 
som har sjukvardsutbildning for "doctor" och 
det Wev en titel jag &fc itoci fmm entragna 
forsok att forklara ate Jig W iiiedk;ii»s 




Ea afgkansJt hSlsoarbetan m^kmis&rm patenter i sanitet och sjukdomsprevention. 



kandidat. Under sovjettiden fanns ett funge- 
rande universitet i Kabul som var gratis for stu- 
dentema och manga lakare, av bagge konen, 
utbildades. Det finns ingen brist pa afghanska 
lakare men en brist pa afghanska lakare i Af- 
ghanistan och da framfbr allt kvinnliga. De 
fiesta har flyttat. De akademiker som utbilda- 
des pa universitetet i Kabul bildade en liten 
medelklass som i viss man skaffade sig vaster- 
landska varderingar och anammade vaster- 
landsk kladesstil. Talilmnernas fundamenta- 
lism har slagit hardast mot dessa. Dessutom 
anvander talibanerna Kabul for att statuera ex- 
empel och ser dar till att deras regler verkligen 
efterfbljs. 




fm^iArMe^rfamrtn i mitten. 



Wakil forsoker mycket envist bjuda in mig pa 
te till sitt hus. Jag tackar nej och far ett besvi- 
ket ansiktsuttryck till svar. Av alia egenskaper 
hos afghaner ar kanske gastfrihet den mest 
framtradande och vart man gar mots man av 
erbjudanden om te, mat eller fmkt. Det han- 
de att jag bodde hos fattiga familjer och som 
en sjalvklarhet slaktade de en av sina fa kyck- 
lingar och bjod mig pa tillsammans med det 
basta hushSllet kunde erbjuda. 

Det var dags att aka vidare och vi klattrade 
upp pa flaket till pickupen. Dr. Saidal var den 
lakare som var min guide och tolk under be- 
soken pa klintkema och under farden pa obe- 
fintliga vagar, over floder och med otaliga 
punkteringar borjade vi prata om landet, kri- 
get och religionen. Saidal berattade med for- 
klarande ton att islam om den tolkas ratt get 
svar pi varje fraga om livet och ratt och fel. 
Han ger exempel ur Koranen och forklarar hur 
de skall tillampas, jamfor med andra religioner 
och ar mycket pllast. Han tar manga verser 
bokstavligt och lagger fram bevis for det. 

Han berattar hur han under kriget manga 
ganger sett martyrer som dott nar de kampat 
for en sann sak eller varit oskyldiga och be^t- 
tar att han som lakare kan garantera att dessa 
kroppar inte ruttnar. Saidal sager ocksa att han 
vet om att sovjetiska trupper hade speciella 
sprutor de anvande for att kroppar skulle mtt- 
na trots att de var martyrer. Jag forsoker dolja 
min skepsis mot de senaste pastaendena och 
vi fortsatter prata i flera timmar medan vi far 
fram over de afghanska slattema med sno- 
kladda berg som kuliss. 

Tvars genom Afghanistan loper den jatte- 
lika bergskedjan Hindu Kush med nagra av 
virldens hSgsta berg. Landskapet i ostra Af- 
ghanistan vaxlar mellan stora plataer och mak- 
tiga massiv. De krafter som skapade dessa 
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• Usama bin Laden, 42, den sau- 
diaf abiske mingmiljonaren som 
har anklagats for att vara terro- 
rismens bankir cx;h i Washington 
betraktas sous "USA:s fiende 
nummer ett", har gitt under jor- 
den i krigsforodda Afghanistan. 
. Forsvinnandet, som bekraftas 
av den talibanska regimen, har 
utlosts av en flod av lykteo cm 
nya nara forest^ende amerikan- 
ska bombattacker mot hans ter- 
roristlager odi tiUhSB i 5ta<$en 
Kandahar och vastra delama av 
landet. 

Talibanema, som desperat 
forsoker avstyra en attack mot 
sina egna baser, anses skydda 
honom trots att ledaren mullah 
Amar de senaste dagama upp- 
getts ha placerat honom i husar- 
rest och berovat honom mojlig- 
hetema att konmiunicera med 
omvarlden. 

- Det kan smalla nar som 
heist, menar afghanska ledare i 
Peshawar, gransstaden i Pakis- 
tan som sedan 1996 bli\it taliba- 
nemas rekiyteringscentrum. 

Samma bedomning gor den 
kande journahsten Rahimullah 
Yosufzai som ar en personlig van 
b^de till bin Laden och de tali- 
banska ledama. 

Kusten klar Tor aii£all 

- USA kanner sig hotat av spe- 
.kulationema kring bin Ladens 
kontakter med Saddam Hussein 
ochtycks redan ha "kusten klar" 
f6r ett flyganfall, sa ban till Arbe- 
'■ tets medarbetare timmama in- 
; nan ban sjSlv gav sig ivag till 
j Kandahar i hopp om en interyju 
; med den jagade och fruktade 
\ terroristledaren. 
" Grtmden lades redan vid bi- 
stindsgivamas mote i Tokyo i 
borjan av december di USA och 
England insisterade p4 ett f6r- 
bud for frivilligorganisationer att 
sanda utlandska hjalpaibetare in 
i Af ghaoista. 

- De imderminerar mojlighe- 
tema att uppni en losning av sa- 
kerhetsMgan, var det skal som 
den amerikanske chefdelegaten 
d& anfdrde. 

Traimama efter robotbeskjut- 
ningen av bin Ladens baser den 
20 augusti i fld dddades en FN- 
anstalld i Kabul av upprorda af- 
ghaner med pafoljden att FN 
evakuerade afl SB f@s^ial ur 
landet 



ledare: USA kaimer sig hotat av bin Laden-rykten 




Usama Wn Laden tror nu ha forsvunnlt I eller fran Afghanlstat. 



Tv& minader 

Fdrbudet har nu gSllt i taliban- 
kontrollerade omrSden i tv& mS- 
nader och bara ett tiotal av de 
drygt 50 bistSndsorganisationei^ 
na har brutit mot det, Hera till 
priset av fOrlorade bidrag fr&n 
Washington och London. 

Svenska Afghanistan-kom- 
mitt6n, som gjort en annorlunda 
bedOmning av sSkerhetsfrSgan, 
tvingades efter samtal med sven- 
ska UD att Wlja "rekommenda- 
tionen" men fick i f6rra veckan 
sanktion fdr sin medarbetare Pia 
Karisson tiU ett vedcolSngt be- 
sdk. 



iriennes besdk'avslutaldes'iifre^i 



dap och den ende svensken i 
landet 1 dag Sr malmttbon Sidney 
Pettersson, som befiimer sig i Ta- 
loqan i norr som beharskas av 
oppositionen. 

Spekulationema i Islamabad, 
huvudstad i Afghanistan, %ix ut 
p4 att USA kanner sig hotat av 
kontaktema mellan bin Laden 
0^ Si^feteBs Hussem som erbju- 
dit honom politisk asyi. 

Kammpen 

Uppgifter om att den religidse 
fanadkem, som anklagas fdr at- 
tentaten mot de bSda amerikan- 
ska ambassadema i Kenya och 
. .-Tanzania som kravde 224 d6ds- 
n/offeiV'tftradkcr-ifefc^fta^^iiuklie^aa 



pen har okat oron och fStt presi- 
dent Clinton att bestamma sig 
f<Jr ett drSpslag mot terrorismen. 

Mullah Amar, Afghanistans 
emir, ar angelagen om att virma 
intemationellt erkannande for 

sin regim. 
Men han saknar bSde vilja och 

mdjUghet att tiUmotesgi USA:s 
toav pS utlamning av bin Laden 
som nyligen tog hans 16-&riga 
dotter till sin tredjc hu«ttu oeh 
som dessutom betraktas scan 
"gSst" i landet. 

Gencmi att ISta den karisma- 
tiske saudiem "fdrsvinna" hop- 
pas ban ocksS mot alia odds kun- 
^.na kSpalid. >->^ ■'" ' - '•• "• • 
binLaden-haiibljltittfilentung i 



ioiier,''iorB©Kcr-'Biu»iii«'uu*»^«»-' — ■ — - 

laddhingaii?0di! fetokeWska iva* fivpoUtidt |bda5tnmg>6aptolibanerfc 



na vilket ar en orsak till att de i 
december tillat en irakisk dele- 
gation ledd av Farouk Hijazi, 
ambassador i Turkiet och Sad- 
dams fortrogne, attbesoka landet 
for samtal med manSHsn som i 
dag har 40 miljoner kronors be- 
Idningp&sitthuvud. 

Pakistan upp- 
ges ha vagrat att 
uppl&ta baser for 
en operation mot 
bin Laden och tali- 
banema men inga 
hinder lar resas i 
Tadzjikistan eller 
Uzbekistan som 
, nu har .egna tali 
; baneri .atti 
. I toot 
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SAI.LAN HAR ctt andaniSl vnrit incr 
nngcliige' an Radiohjalpcns nya insam- 
ling for jordbavningsoffrcn i Alghanif^lan, 
cU land som figger i r uincr eflci Ijiigo i\r av 
konHikter och som dcssuJom drabbaLs 
hart av nnlurkalaslrufcr. 

Tic sv;^ra jordskalv pii miiulrc an ctl h 
h:n kriivt tii?;cnlals niiinniskoliv och bok- 
!sl;»vlig{ talat vridil mvecklingcn i ctt av 
vpiiidcns fattiga<^lc onriri\den 
tilltvaka till slcn51deni. Allt 
saknas och bchovcr iir cnor- 
nia vilkct val illustrcras av den 
mystiska cpidunii soin nyligen 
kravcJc drygt 3W) dodsoffcr 
och suir } sliitandan visade sig vara influ- 
eii«:a: imicrniiring, fatligdom ocIj hygjcn 
g(>r dcr. minsla lilln iufcklion dodUg. 

1 .ikn vikligt [ir del lAiigsikliga bislAnds- 
arlK'tc ^oin trols cnorina poliliska ocli 
prnktiskii 5vArighctcr p-^g.^r odi i vilket 
Svt'nge ;iM)gc spcint cn viklrg roIJ. 

Del faktnin att lardcl styrs av en rcgini 
scmi l>cgSr avsk)'viirda ovcrgrcpp mot dL* 
mansk 'iga rattighclema, harbargerar miss- 
tank tn tcTroristci ckIi Iill5lcr tillvcrkning 
av hcVd narkolika f5r inte komma cincllan. 

LIKA Lri'F. soni nikihjalpcn gi5r lil! tali- 
bancrr.a s5 gor utvccklingshjafpcn dot. 

Alllscdaii den amcrikanska niissil- 
altackcn moldcn saudiarabfskc minginil- 
jcnarcn Osama bin Uidcustcrroristlagci i 
aiigusti ; Oo! l>af FN och do flcsia bi- 
jitAndfinrgunisalioner lulllit sig bojta frin 
Afghanislan. I dcconibcr skiirpte USA 




t)cb Stoibrilannicn sina krav mot laliba- 
ncrna och slraffadc alia utiardska fnvillig- 
u>rcl'i«:r.vkm inlcdroglillbaka saintliga ut- 
icindska hjalparbctaic frin laiidcl. 

DET AK ALLTSA bistSndskris igcn,cn i 
radcn av o(a]iga sAdana. Evakucringar av 
jiiandsk personal bicv idl en rutin under 
naujahcdiiis inbordcs stridighclcr som 
odulade Kabul och problcinen liar fortsatt 
[rv\s atl lalibancmas maktovcrtagande in- 
jicbar cr> forbaltrad siikcrhclssiluation. 

Sumtidigt liar alli strikiarc dckrct frin 
lodarskapct i Kandahar forsv;Val hjiilpar- 
bcUirn;L';ail)ctsforh4llandcnoclidcl»fhga 
krigarnas tuisstro mot dcra.% afghanska 
nnstiillda hnr Ictt tdl miingder av tncidcn- 
tcr och arrcstcringar. 



Talibancma ar mcdvctna om all f^O pro- 
cciit av Kabiils bcfolkning ar bcrocndc av 
nbdhjiilp <Kh atl behovcn iir stora (xksA pS 
Inndsbygdcn Mi;n dcra.s attilyd lill bistiin- 
dcl kan sanimanfaltas iiied dct ultalandc 
som cn Icdarc nyligen gjorde: Allah ar 
den siorstc givarcn. 

Eflcnsom deras m.^saUning och visio- 
ncr inte striickcr sig bortoin isianiisering- 
ens inforandc si saknar (xksS FN och 
hjiilporganisationcma tyngd bakom de 
hot om lillbakadragandc som man dl och 
dJ anscr sig tvingadc alt gora. 

L^NDFTS EMIR, mullah Omar, bar 
igorl ullalandcn om atl hcia Afghanistan 
skall rcnsys frSn ickc-muslimer (xh fr^n 
allt icke-muslimskt intlvtandc Men en 



dan 5tgard foruLsiittcr en kontroll av 
landsbygdcn och dess mAnga inaktbavarc 
som troligcn ar ouppniclig for lalibanerna. 

Om ccntralmaktens dckrct skullc iak5- 
tas sA vorc troligcn all hjiiipvcrksamhcl 
omojiig redan i dag. Men provinscrnas ta- 
libancr iir mer pragmaliska och inscr bc- 
hovcl av utbildning, halsovArd och ut 
vcckling 

Svcnska Afghanislan-konimillcns 
vcrksaiiihcl ar ctt lysandc cxcinpcl; Trots 
forbudcn mot ulbildiving ;iv flickor over 
dtta Si^ lyckns nuui gc drygt 30.0(X) pA 
landsbygdcn rriojlfglic! at! larasig Lisa och 
skriva vilkcl Iir incr iin n;\gonMii under 
forkrigsliden. Tolalt fSr 150.(100 barn sc- 
kularisernd undcrvtsning gcT)on) svcnskt 
bisl3nd 

[JLINDSKAKEN ar m5nga. irois halv- 
SrsISnga forhandlingar fiai ( cx inte FN 
lyckats n'\ \v'\f\nn livcrciiskominclsc iiicd 
talibancma i bl a ^ulkcrhcts^r^lgaJ> <>ch ii»- 
legritctsskyddet for afghanska mcdarbc- 
tarc. Dct anscs droja minsl 1015 .^r innan 
cn fungerande ccntialmakl tar form. Alia 
intellcktnclla har redan nyli Ian del och in- 
bordcskrigcl har bara fbrlorarc. 

Bist^ndet till Afghanistan m.istevila p.^ 
humanitiira principcr och inlc p^^ vAr inot- 
vilja mol dcssharskare. Afghanistan fAr in- 
icbli en nation av analfabclcr. Sa langc dct 
ar nuVjligt all nA iit till den faUip;i bcfolk- 
ningen mcd hjulp sfl m;\sle vi gora del 

Allt annat vorc ei; svek mol ctt folk 
stm) redan ovcrgcMts av alllfor m/inga. 



Stridande i Afghanistan enas 



Plftcr fyrn dagars 
forhandlingar om 
Afghanistan naddes 
i gar ett gcnombrott 
i fredssamtalen. 
Den talibanska 
regeringen och 
oppositionen kom 
bland annat overens 
om att bilda gcmen- 
samt parlament. 




Moskva/Islamabad, tt-dpa 
►Parterna i inbordeskriget i 
Afghanistan enades sonda- 
gen om att uppratta en ge- 
mensam regering och utbyta 
kngsf;lngar. Dessutom ska de 
FN-6vervakade forhandling- 
arna fortsatta. 

Samtidigt itervande FN till 
det svirt krigsharjade landet 
efter sju manaders avbrott. 



- Bada sidor gick med pa att 
snart som mojiigt slappu 20 
f;^ngar var genom Internatio- 
nella rodakorskommitten, het- 
te det i en kommunike efter fy- 
ra dagars overlaggningar i 
Turkmenistans huvudstad 
Asjchabad. 

Gemensamt parlament 

- Parterna kom overens om att 
uppratta ett gemensamt verk- 
stallande organ, ett gemen- 
samt parlament samt ett ge- 
mensamt rattsvasen. 

Parterna i dct liinga och hlo- 
diga inbordeskriget ar taliban- 
regimen och oppositionskoa- 
litionen, som haller smarre 
omr^den i norr. 

Sondagens kommunike ut- 
stalldes av FN:s specialorgan 
for Afghanistan, UNSMA, p^ 
uppdrag av parterna. Samtalen 
fordes "i en anda av arlighet, 
omsesidig respekt och upprik- 
tighet", hette det i texten. 

Nasta omging av forhand- 
lingarna konmier troligen att 
aga rum i Afghanistan. 

Enligt ryska nyhetsbyraer 



skulle fragan om vapenvila 16- 
sa sig sjiilv ifall cnighct niis om 
rcgeringcns sammansattning. 

Oppositionens forhandlare 
Yunous Qanooni hoppades pa 
en varaktig vapenvila efter 
nasta samtalsomgang. Parter- 
na ville sa snart som mojiigt 
hilla nasta samtalsrunda inne 
i Afghanistan sedan man enats 
om plats. 

Andrew Tesoriere, chef for 
UNSMA, beskrev samtalen i 



Asjchabad som en vatten- 
dclarc bcrocndc pii att dc in- 
te bara bandladc om forirt)- 
endeskapande atgardcr utan 
aven om grundlaggandc fra- 
gor rorande Afghanistans 
framtid. 

FN &terv&nde i g&r 

Talibanrorelsen kontrollerar 
forutom huvudstaden Kabul 
aven 90 procent av landet. Op- 
positionen, vars militara styr- 



kor leds av forre forsvarsmi- 
nistern Ahmed Shah Massoud, 
bar trots stora forlustcr lyck- 
ats halla omraden i norr. 

P^ sondagcn ^tervande FN 
till Afghanistan. 

- Det gladjer mig att ater- 
komma till det land jag ansva- 
rar for. I dag inleds FN-perso- 
nalens flyttning tillbaka till 
Afghanistan, sade chefen for 
World Food Program, Michael 
Sackett i BCabul. 



"Uppgorelsen det viktigaste som hant" 



►Gardagens uppgorelse ar en 
stor handelse i ett land som har 
bcfunnit sig i fritt fall i 20 ^r, 
kommenterar Peter Hjuk- 
strom, fbrbundssekreterare i 
Svenska Afghanistankommit- 
ten. 

Att talibancma nu har givit 
upp sitt ansprak pa att sjalva 
utgora den breda afghanistan- 
ska regeringen, ar det vikti- 
gaste som har hant i det af- 
ghanistanska inbordeskriget, 
nienar han. Sk sent som forra 



veckan avvisade de alia krav 
pa samregering. 

En anledning ar att Pakis- 
tan, Saudarabien och Forena- 
de Arabemiraten, som alia har 
erkant talibanerna diploma- 
tiskt, gradvis har distanserat 
sig fr^n cn rorclse som har vi- 
sat sig alltmer kornipt. Dar- 
med har det ekonomiska sto- 
det utifr^n sinat. 

Briket kring den saudiske 
terroristen Bin Laden kan ha 
haft betydelse for utvecklingen. 



Uppgorelsen tyder pa att de 
moderata krafterna inom tali- 
banrorelsen har fStt ovcrta- 
get, menar Peter Hjukstrom. 

- Men man ska inte vanta 
sig n^gra omcdelbara foriin- 
dringar for kvinnorna. Det 
kommer att ta tid, men cn lo- 
gisk fol jd av uppgorelsen ar att 
kvinnorna kommer att iterta 
sina positioner inom sjuk- 
vard, undervisning och admi- 
nistrationen. 

Charlotte Wendt 
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I det krigsharjade Afghanistan skymtar nu en mojiighet 
till fred. Forandringar i maktbalansen i regionen har 
pSverkat parterna i konflikten och de grannlander som 
baekar upp dem. Spelet kring de gigantiska gas- och 
oljefyndigheterna i Centralasiens forna sovjetrepubliker 
spelar en viktig roll. 



For en vecka sedan meddelades 
frSn Turkmenistans huvud- 
stad Asjchabad att talibaner- 
na, de ultraortodoxa islamis- 
ter som kontroUerar storre de- 
len av Afghanistan, enats med sina ar- 
kefiender om att samregera. Som en 
K'oodwill-Best hndc parterna kommit 
iiverens om att borja utvaxla krigsfSng- 
ar. 

De uttalandon som gjordcs i Asjcha- 
bad var i och for sig ganska allmSnna 
och det ar uppenbart att det annu iter- 
stir komplicerade politiska forhand- 
lingar innan en fredsuppgoreise kan 
forverkligas. De gamla fienderna hade 
emellertid enats om att forsoka sStta 
samman en gemensam regering och ett 
gemensamt parlament. De skulle ocksi 
tillsammans bygga upp en oberoende 
rattsapparat. 

Afghanistan har hemsokts av fbrhar- 
jande inbdrdes strider alltsedan de sov- 
jotiska ockupationstrupporna drogs 
lillbaka frAn landot 1«)»9. FrAn borjan 
var det olika religiosa och politiska 
fraktioner vSxta ur det lingvariga be- 
friclsokrigot mot sovjottnipp#»mfl som 
slogs om makten. Ingen kunde emeller- 
tid mobilisera styrkor nog att kontrol- 
lera mer an delar av landet. Si blev kri- 
get sjalvgenererande. Varje forsok att 
normalisera manniskors liv och borja 
nigon slags iteruppbyggnad av det ode- 
lagda landet omintetgjordes. 

Talibanema, de ultraortodoxa islamis- 
terna dok upp som politiska och milita- 
ra aktorer i Afghanistan 1994. Ordet 
talib betyder student och talibanema, 
som den oegentliga pluralen lyder pi 
svcnska var ocks«A unga skriftlarde. De 
var till slOrsta doloii pnshtuner. alltsi 
hemma i den storsta etniska gruppen i 
landet. De hade fostrats i ortodoxa ko- 
ranskolor i de slora flyktinglagcr som 
etablerades innanfor Pakistans grSnser 
nar Sovjet marscherade in i Afghani- 
stan 1979. De var renlariga muslimer av 
sunnitisk extraktion. Men val si vik- 
tigt var att de darutover itnjot gediget 
matcriellt stod frin Pakistan, enkan- 
iicrligen detta lands underrittelse- 
tjanst ISI. 

Talibanema svepte in over ett land 
dnr m.lnniskor led av stor krigstrotthet 
och omfattande materiell ndd. De var 
Veil organiserade och deras militanta, 
religiosa retorik var bide trosterik och 
igenkinnlig i ett samhalle dar mannis- 
kor alltid varit konservativa muslimer. 
l)c upprattade snabbt en grovt tillyxad 
men i huvudsak fungerande samhille- 
lig ordning i de landomriden dar de tog 
over. Sirskilt i de pashtunska landsde- 
larna i soder och sydost vann de ome- 



Fakta/Afghanistan 

Befolkning: 22,5 miljoner. 
Stortek: 647 500 kvkm (jfr Sverigo: 
450 000 kvkm). 

Griinsar till: Kina. Iran. Pakistan, Tadjikistan, 
Turkmenistan och Uzbokistan. 
Statsskick: islamiskt emirat (enbart erk^nt av 
Pakistan, Saudiarabien och Fdrenade arabe- 
miralen). 

Medellivslangd: 46 &r (mSn) (jfr Sverige: 75) 
45 5r (kvinnor)(jfr Sverige: 80). 
Laskunnighet: 47 procent (man) 
1 5 procent (kvinnor) jfr Sverige 99 procent 
fOr man och kvinnor. 

BNP/capita: 600 dollar (jfr Sverige 20 100 
dollar). 

De islamistiska talibanema er6vrade Afghani- 
stans huvudstad Kabul 1996. 



delbart sympati. Deras djupt konserva- 
tiva och kvinnofientliga samhallsord- 
ning skulle sminingom vacka avsky 
ute i varlden men pi plats i Afghani- 
stan var den mindre stotande. 

Talibanema intog huvudstaden Ka- 
bul pi hosten J997. De hamnade ome- 
dolbart pi kolllslonskurs med do ut- 
landska hjalporganisationer som fanns 
dar. Deras overgrepp mot kvinnor - 
som plotsligt utestangdes frin arbete 
och utbildning och som drabbades av 
drakoniska straff om de overtradde den 
nya overhetens stranga forordningar - 
villade en storm av kritik i omvirlden. 
Sminingom blev situationen ohillbar 
och bide FN och bistindsorganisatio- 
nerna limnade i fjol staden. - . 

De nya hirskarnas fSlttig bromsades 
upp sedan de intagit Kabul. Det var 
forst i Qol somras som de lyckades 
overflygla staden Mazar-i-Sahrif som 
varit den sista stodjepunkten for koal- 
tionen av motstindsstyrkor. Den mili- 
tiira framgingen var dock Inte avgO- 
rande. Den si kallade norra alliansen 
som organlserats kring den tadjikiske 
kHgBhPrrpn Ahmed Shah Massoud 'och: 
landets forre president Burhanuddin 
Rabbani kontroUerade ocksi efter detta 

Talibanema svepte in over 
ett land dar manniskor led 
av stor krigstrotthet och 
omfattande materiell nod^ 
De var val organiserade och 
deras militanta, religiosa re- 
torik var bdde trosterik och 
igenkannlig i ett samhalle 
dar manniskor alltid varit 
konservativa muslimer. 

mellan tio och femton procent av Af- 
ghan istans territcrium. Kriget gick pi 
halvfart. en lingsam naticmcll blodsut- 
gjutelsc, ett trostlOst, indlost vild. 

Och si nu en fredsoverenskommelse. 

Varfbr just nu? 

Afghan istans inbdrdeskrig har inte 
utspelat sig i ett vakuum utan utomsti- 
ende intressenter har under alia ir 
blandat sig i skeendet. Och det ir ock- 
si forandringar i olika maktbalanser 
som piverkat parterna i konflikten nu. 
Framfbr allt talibanema har tvingats 
till en kursandring. 

Pakistan var med frin forsta stund nar 
talibanema borjade organisera sig och 
de har under alia ir stott dem. Motiven 
for regimen i Islamabad har varit en- 
kla: man har velat en etablerad och 
vanligt sinnad regim i Kabul, dels for 
att en sidan skulle underlitta for pa- 
kistanierna att hantera sina egna, inre 
konflikter - och den si kallade "taliba- 
nisnring" som vilxt till i grinsomrido- 
na med Afghanistan, vagt separatlstis- 
ka rorelser, en iteruppvickt intresse- 
gemenskap mellan pashtuner i endera 
landet. Men darutover skuUfe det kunna 
gagna Pakistan ekonomiskt om den po- 
litiska situationen i grannlandet kunde 
stabiliseras. 

Den regionala ekonomin har blivit 
sSrskilt intressant efter Sovjetimperi- 
ets sammanbrott fQr tio ir sedan. De 
nya republikema som skapades ur kaos 
i Sovjets centralasiatiska omriden sit- 
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bakom a%hanskt fredshopp 



Alia de foma sovjetrepublikema 

som gransar till Afghanistan stodjer 
talibanernas f iender i inbordeskriget 
9k avstSnd bidrar ocksS Ryssland med 
pengar till den kallade nordiiga 
aitiansen. Alia dessa lander oroar sig for 
att talibanernas militanta isiamism ska 
inspirera religiosa grupper till uppror 
i respektive land. 

Ryssarna har ocksS ekonomiska motiv 
f5r att Afghanistan fdrbllr instabilt Dk 
kan n&mligen gasen och oljan itkn de 
tidigare sovjetiska republikerna fortsatta 
att exporteras i befintllga oljeledningar - 
over ryskt territoriunn. 




Iran harlintr<^e av 
f ramtkia oQetcwifUngar f 
de ceotralasIatMa 

republiker na dras dver 

lanaSB'BJrtbPmA- 
och i samnM'>rblr^tresse 
av att stikfcaPpiaripr pk att 
skeppa 9i€»d\i 
Afghanlftan.^<$ 
Iranierna haro< 
shiamustimskr fri 
i Afghanistan, tta-sika 
hazarerna som utsMts^i 
dvergrepp av taiibanai 



>j;^';Wwiflte.THOMAS 



in fir talibanernas 
. Jrriitaralllerade. Paklstanierna 
^ir'Vft^lut pi inbdrdeskriget 
I^Oranniahdat F6rst 6k kan 
ttSnrilioen de sedan lange 
^Ipiarierade oljeledningar irkn de 
lif centralasiatiska republikerna 

^i^'^ r " " t^fritorium - och generera 
- Inkonistar ocksA I Pakistan., 

^:^^f^^--^>^^^^<>^ » Afghanistan hotar ocksd 
.. ''..-ri^:::- att spllla over till de pashtunska 
. ^ grinsomrSdena i norra Pakistan. 



ter namligcn gigantiska fyndigheter 
av oija och gas. FrAgan om vllka vilgar 
dessa rikedomar sm&ningom ska fCras 
ur omridet best^mer de kringliggan- 
de staternas intresse. 

I Pakistan drdmmer man om att r6r- 
ledningarna ska dras Over Afghanistan 
och ner till hamnst&der p& pakistanskt 
territorium. Primarinkomstema frin 
exporten ar i sig enorma ocksS for ett 
transitland. ?k sikt skulle en utbygg- 
nad av infrastruktur fiir gas och olja 
dessutom bSdda fbr vidare utveckling 
och ekonomisk tillv^xt. . 

Pakistans stftd fbr talibanema har i 
stor omfattning finansierats av Saudia- 
rablen som haft rellgiOst-ldeologiska mo- 
tiv f»r detta; man har velat sttt^a en or- 
todox, sunnitisk frSnde i en gudlds vSrld. 
Men saudiemas bevekelsegrunder har 
ocksa varit patagligt vftrldsliga. Man 
har ocksi velat motverka sin arkefiende 
Iran som efter Sovjetimperiets samman- 
brott fbrsdkt s6kt tatare kontakter med 
de nya republikerna i norr och iister. 

Irans intressen i Afghanistan be- 



stams ocksa av hur naturtillgdngarna i 
Centralaslen ska styras. Iranierna er- 
bjuder alternativ till gas- och oljeled- 
ningar over Afghanistan. Det ar enkla- 
re och sakrare att bygga pipe-lines Over 
iranskt territorium till Persiska viken, 
havdar man. Men Iran ser sig som 

Iran ser sig som skydds- 
makt for den store, shiitiska 
minoritetsom finns i Afgha- 
nistan. Den har tidvis ut- 
satts for grova dvergrepp av 
talibanerna. 



skyddsmakt fOr den stora, shiitiska mi- 
noritet som finns i Afghanistan. Den 
har tidvis utsatts fbr grova overgrepp 
av talibanerna. 

Bortom det omedelbara grannskapet 
agerar ocksa andra stater i konflikten i 



Afghanistan. Pakistan har atminstone 
tidigare i'att oldundcM'stOd 1 sin politik 
av USA som - liksom Saudiarabien - 
velat stacka Irans politiska ambitioner 
i regionen. USA reagerade emellertid 
med argt avstandstagande nar Pakistan 
detonerade sina karnvapen i hostas och 
mOjligen har en och annan hemlig dol- 
lar som gatt till talibanerna via Islama- 
bad frusit inne. 

Ryssland har for sin del stOtt taliba- 
nernas fiender av enklare egenintresse. 
Man har belt enkelt oroat sig for att den 
militanta islamismen i Afghanistan 
skulle spilla Over in i de foma sovjetis- 
ka republikerna och vidare in i det rys- 
ka hjartlandet. Dcnna fY-uktan praglar 
ocksa den politik som fOrs av ian<der- 
na som direkt gransar till Afghanistan. 
De stOdjer alia, om an i olika oinfatt 
ning talibanernas fiender. 

Men alliansema i regionen har skiftat 
pa senare ar och mOjligen har bland ta< 
libanerna till fbljd av detta vackts ett 
nytt intresse fOr fredlig diplomati. I 



centrum fOr de politiska foraiidringar- 
na star en saudier som sedan manga ar 
bott i Afghanistan och skyddats av ta- 
libanerna. Det handlar om Osama bin 
Laden en man som av USA anklagas for 
att ligga bakom allehanda terrordad 
runtom i varlden och som av saudier- 
na utpekas som landsfbrradare och av- 
falling. Amerikanerna bombade forra 
sommaren vad man kallade for bin La- 
dens hogkvarter och traningslager 
nara staden Kandahar i Afghanistan. 
Saudierna har for sin del kallat hem 
merpartcn av sina dlploinater i Kabul, 
i sig ett svart bakslag for talibanerna. 
Hittills ar det bara Pakistan. Saudiara- 
bien och Forenade Arabemiraten som 
erkant regimen i Kabul och varje in- 
skrankning av de diplomatiska forbin- 
delserna ar smartsam for en regim som 
vill byta sig ur sin isolering. 

Talibanerna har avvisat amerikan- 
ska krav pa att bin Laden ska utvisas 
men tidigare i v inter forklarade man 
att man inte langre visste var han be- 
fann sig. Beskedet har knappast blid- 

Hittills ar det bara Pakistan, 
Saudiarabien och Forenade 
Arabemiraten som erkant 
regimen i Kabul och varje 
inskrankning av de diplo- 
matiska forbindelserna ar 
smartsam for en regim som 
vill byta sig ur sin isolering. 

kat USA och inte heller saudierna tor- 
de ha latit sig bevekas. Ocksa pa hem- 
maplan har den nya, helgade overheten 
tappat i popuiaritet. Den har-fullstan- 
digt misslyckats med att fa igang eko- 
nomi och civilt liv i samhallet och af- 
ghanernas besvikelse yttrar sig allt of- 
tare i ogillande och kritik. 

Det ar mot denna bakgrund man ska se 

talibanernas intresse for en fredspro- 
cess. 

Kommer den att lyckas? 

- Jag tror att redan det som skett hit- 
tills ar kvalitativt annorlunda an tidi- 
gare initiativ, sager Peter Hjukstrom 
pa Svenska Afghanistan-kommitten. 
Det ar anmarkningsvart att talibaner- 
na gait med pA att dela makten. Tidi 
gare har man alllid kravt totall intly- 
tande over den politiska processen. 
Och kanske ar det faktum att FN med 
verkat till uppgOrelson och all otTent 
lighet ocksa positivt. Det ar inte allde- 
les enkelt for talibanerna att frantrada 
det de skrivit pa. 

Fast bade Peter Hjukstrom och andra 
som fbljer utvecklingen i Afghanistan 
papekar att avtalet i Asjchabad ar ett 
fbrsta stapplande steg pa en lang 
marsch. Afghanistan har sargats av de- 
cennier av krig och motsattningar och 
landet ligger dessutom i en region som 
bagnar av gamla konflikter. Mycket 
kan ga snett innan en hailbar Overens- 
kommelse om fred faktiskt blir realitet. 



Mats Lundegard 

medarbetare ON 
mats.lundegArd@dn.se 
08-738 10 54 
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Invandrarverkets oviija 
att slappa in Hashim 
kostade honom livet 

Afghansk TV-chef i exil mordades i Peshawar 



Talibanema borjar styra ocksa bar i 
Peshawar. Jag kande mig trygg under 
de forsta aren men inte langre. Varken jag 
eiler familjen vet av nigra fiender men an- 
di ar vi hotade till livet fran flera hall. Och 
min fru kan aldrig atervanda hit... Jag for- 
star inte varfor Sverige vagrar ge oss poli- 
tisk asyl. 

Sa sa Hashim Paktiani, f d TV-chef i 
Afghanistan, till mig i en intervju i april. 

Halvannan manad senare korde utlan- 
ningsnamnden over Invandrarverket och 
gav tillstand at bans hustru Soraya, 38, att 
av humanitara skSl stanna i Sverige. 

Hann aidrig komma ivag 

Men familjen i Peshawar i Pakistan - Ha- 
shim, de fern bamen, bans mor, syster och 
svagerska, hann aldrig komma ivag. 

Byrakratin pi svenska ambassaden i 
Islamabad och Invandrarverket motsvara- 
de sitt rykte: Deras uppehallstillstand krav- 
de ytterligare pappersexercis. 

Mandagskvailen den 4 november - en 
vecka innan ban skulle intervjuas av am- 
bassadens konsulara medarbetare - skots 
Hashim ihjal a\- en okand mordare. Pa vag 
hem fran kvanerets lilla marknad avratta- 
des han med en kula i huvudet fran nara 
hall. Bakifran. 

En trolig orsak ar att han var kusin till 
Afghanistans f d president Najibullah som 
trots FN:s beskydd tillsammans med sin 
bror brutalthangdes upp i narmsta gatstol- 
pe och skandades sedan talibanema 
kvallen den 26 September 1996 intagit hu- 
vudstaden Kabul. 

Ingen i Peshawar ar overraskad: Kriget i 



Afghanistan kraver allt fler liv ocksa i 
Pakistan. Sedan talibanema tog makien bar 
sex kanda afghanska oppositionella - alia 
moderata roster - mordats och ynerli- 
gare en 20-tal likviderades i Quena och 
Baluchi stan-provinsen enbart under no- 
vember manad. 

Ingen har gripits for daden och i manga 
fall har polisen inte ens gjort nigon utred- 



mng. 



Afrasiab Khattak, forfattare och leda- 
re for medborgarrattsrorelsen i Nord\astra 
granspro\insen (NWFP), var kritisk da jag 
motte honom i april. 

- Familjen Paktiani stir fbr allt som ta- 
libanema hatar. Kvinnornas rattigheter, 
jamstalldhet, socialism och de ar slakt med 
Najibullah. Deras olycka ar att svenska in- 
vandrarNerket ser allt i svart och vitt. 
Kanske ar det sa att de hanger upp sig pa 
Hashims roll. For dem stod han pa fel sida 
i kriget. Han stod nara en man som ni kal- 
lade despot och diktator och anses darfor 
medskx ldig till det hemska som hande. Det 
ar en horribel tolkning och fordrojningen 
av ett positivt besked kan kosta honom li- 
vet... 

Viile forandra samhallet 

Det gjorde det: Den ekonomiska kris som 
lamslagit Pakistan sedan i varas ga\' trots 
gladjebudet fran utlanningsnamnden inte 
Hashim nagon chans att skrapa ihop peng- 
ar for resan. 

Jag frigade Hashim och jag fragade fle- 
ra av mina val informerade kollegor i 
Peshavv ar om bans forflutna. 

Svaret var entydigt. Som nyhetsuppla- 




Trots att mamma Soraya beviljats asyl i Sverige 
Peshawar. Svenska myndigheters senfdrdighei 

sare i TV, senare chef for radio-TV och an- 
svarig for det statliga bokforlaget sa gjorde 

han propaganda for en sak som han trodde 
pa. Afrasiab Khattak, som levde i exil i 
Kabul i nio ar, kanner familjen Paktiani 
mycket vSl. 

- Vi umgicks ibland och jag besokte 
Hashims kontor flera ganger, sager han. 
Han alskade inte precis r}'ssama men ban 
godtog deras narvaro som oundviklig. Han 
ville fSrandra det efterblivna afghanska 
samhallet och sa ofta att det ar fattigdomen 
och ryssama som ar var huvudfiende. I ef- 
terhand kan man saga att bans tilltro till re- 
formema var naiv och att bans kunskap om 
fSrhallandena pa landsbygden och religio- 



Talibanema skyldiga till massakrer i Mazar-i-Sharif 



N 



ar talibanemas arme i Afghanistan in- 
tog Mazar-i-Sharif i augusti genom- 
forde soWatema det varsta massmordet 
under inbordeskriget, rapporterade orga- 
nisationen Human Rights Watch. 

- Det rorde sig om systematiska mord 
pa kanske 2 000 civila, oftast beroende pa 
offrens etniska och rfeligiSsa identitet, sa- 
de Patricia Gossman vid mlnniskorttts- 
organisationens kontor, dar man samman- 
stallt berattelser fran ogonvittnen, bland 
dem overlevande som tog sig till Pakistan 

Enligt rapporten sokte talibansoldater- 
ria sarskilt efter shiamuslimska hazaras 



och dodade dem. Redan nar de drog in i 
Mazar-i-Sharif den 8 augusti skot taliba- 
nema pa allt som visade livstecken i vad 
vittnen kallade "mordisk galenskap". 
Under flera dygn genomforde sedan tali- 
banema husundersokningar och skot ihjal 
man och pojkar ur hazarafolket. 

Dessutom greps tusentals man ur olika 
etniska grupper och transporterades till 
andra stader, sasom Shibargban, Herat 
och Kandahar. De packades i stora behal- 
lare. Vid min.st tva tillfallen kvSvdes 
mlaigaihjiil dar. 

Enligt Human Rights Watch boll tali- 
banemas guvemor Manon Niazi flera lal 



i somras dar han hetsade mot hazarema 
och anklagade dem for att ha dodat taliba- 
ner som tagits till fanga \'id stridema om 
Mazar-i-Sharif 1997. Organ! sationen drar 
darfor slutsatsen att morden inte var ut- 
tryck for spontana grymheter utan hade 
sanktion fran talibanemas ledning. 

Overgreppen i staden ble\' forst kanda 
genom att Iran sade sig ha forlorat kon- 
takien med landsman nar staden intogs. 
Talibanema konstaterade att de var doda- 
de och overlamnade liken avtio diploma- 
ter och en journalist. Sedan dess har span- 
ningen varit stark, pa randen till krig, mel- 
lan Iran och Afghanistans talibanregim. 
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tvingades Hashim Paktiani ochfamiljensfem bam, hdrpa bild, attstanna kvar ipakistanska 
kostade fine dfghdnske TV-chefen hdhs tiv. 



nens roll var undermalig. Men bade han 
och Soraya var arliga i sin stravan... 

Hashim sjalv sag sig mest av allt som en 
"tjansteman". 

- Jag jobbade i 28 ar pa kulturministeri- 
et for olika regeringar och jag trodde pa 
kampen mot feodalismen, sa han. 

Bide han och Soraya var medlemmar i 
Khilq. ett av de tva kommunistiska parti- 
ema som i en kupp stortade Daoud-regi- 
men den 28 april 1978. Ingen av dem var 
invigda i planema, ingen hade heller le- 
dande poster i partiet. Men Hashim var 
ordforande i partigruppen i TV-huset och 
Sora\a ledde kvinnogruppen. 

Valkanda TV-ansikten 

Bada var som nyhetsupplasare i TV val 
kanda ansikten i Kabul. 

Deras bakgrund gjorde dem privilegie- 
rade. De kom fran ansedda familjer - 
Hashim var chef for en maktig pashtunsk 
klan och Soraya, dotter till en kannrer vid 
kungapalatset. hade vuxit upp i en intellek- 
tuell omgivning. Bada hade blivit marxis- 
ler under studiearen pa Kabuls universitet. 

Nar Najibullah stortades i april 1992 sa 
foredrog de trots oro for mujahedins 
hamnd att stanna kvar i Kabul. Det var f5rst 
ett ar senare da en kusin mordats som de 
flydde till Pakistan. Soraya ikliidd en svart 
burkha for att undga upptackt. 

Soraya fick jobb pa BBC:s sandningar 
pa pashtu i Peshawar och rapporterade diir 
om kvinnosituationen i Afghanistan och i 



flyktinglagren, det okade heroinmissbruket 
och halsoproblemen. Nar talibanema dok 
upp sa blev det forstas an mer bevakning av 
kvinnofortrycket. 

Sommaren 1996 inbjods hon av FOJO i 
Kalmar for att delta i en manadsldng kurs 
for kvinnliga joumalister i den tredje viirl- 
den. 

Hashim berattade for mig att han lange 
var tveksam. 

- Talibanema borjade redan visa sin 
makt i Peshawar och de godtog inte att af- 
ghanska kvinnor lamnade hemmet utan att 
eskorteras av en manlig slakting. Alia kiin- 
de hotet i luften men Soraya ansag att en ef- 
tergift vore som att ge upp sina ideal. 

Samma dag som kursen avslutades vi- 
sades bilder av Najibs skandade lik hang- 
ande i en gatstolpe utanfor FN:s giisthus i 
Kabul. Talibanema harskade over tva tred- 
jedelar av Afghanistan och Soraya insag 
genast att det vore livsfarligt att dtervanda 
till Peshawar. 

Talibanernas islamska diktat styr nu i 
flyktinglagren utanfor Peshawar och de 
fmns ocksa i forortema dit exilafghanema 
ur Kabuls medelklass och elit sokt sin till- 
flykt. I tidningen "Frontier Post" laser jag 
om hur man misshandlats bara for att de in- 
te har skagg, och kvinnor anklagats av lo- 
kala jirgan for att vara horor eftersom de in- 
te bar burkha. 

- Dom kryper narmare och niirmare, sa 
Hashim da han bjod hem mig till familjens 
lya i Hayatabad. 



Invandrarverket 
okansligt gentemot 
Sorayas situation 

Din man hotas inte av politisk for- 
foljelse. 

Det var beskedet som Invandrar- 
verket gav Soraya Paktiani efter en 
kortare utredning av hennes fall. Inte ett 
ord om henne sjalv eller de fern barnen. 

I sjalva verket sa innebar ju taliba- 
nemas maktovertagande i Kabul att det 
var hennes egen situation som stod i fo- 
kus, inte makens. 

Manga andra afghaner i Sverige ar 
kritiska till Invandrarverkets bedom- 
ningar av situationen i Afghanistan och 
talar om en "likgiltig och kali byrakra- 
ti". 

- Soraya Paktianis utsatta situation 
kan inte vara nagon hemlighet for dem 
eftersom vi skrivit flera rapporter om 
kvinnosituationen, sager ambassadse- 
kreterare MIkael Lindvall i Islamabad. 

I ett ar tvingades Soraya leva med 
utvisningshotet hangande over sig in- 
nan utlanningsnamnden ingrep och 
korrigerade misstaget som - tack och 
lov - bara ledde till en nervkollaps. 

Svenska Afghanistan-kommitten ar 
starkt kritisk till Invandrarverkets in- 
stallning. 

- Rent generellt sa har alia afghaner 
som tar sig hit mycket siarka sktl for att 
fa stanna, sager Peter Hjukstrom. 



Den 28 augusti stangde pakistanska 
myndigheter samtliga fyra flyktinguniver- 
sitet i NWFP och 5.000 ungdomar, bland 
dem 1 .000 flicker, tvingades ge upp sina 
studier. Pakistan ville bli av med flykting- 
araa och talibanema ville tvinga dem att 
atervanda hem... 

Mordvag bland afghaner 

Ungefar samtidigt inleddes mordvagen 
som i dag skakar afghanema i Pakistan. 
Tva FN-medarbetare mordades i Jalalabad, 
sex f d poiitiska ledare ronte samma ode i 
Peshawar. Nagra var mujahediner, andra 
medlemmar i Khalq och alia var moderata. 

I Quetta var det mer a\ en vendetta och 
manga menar att det ar massakem i Mazar- 
i-Sharif i augusti som nu lett till att mili- 
tanta shias tar ut sin blodiga hamnd. 

En pastadd "konspiration" mot taliba- 
nema som udoste massarresteringar i 
Jalalabad har ocksa namnis som en tankbar 
orsak till mordet pa Hashim. 

I en ledare i "Frontier Post" anklagas 
den pakistanska underranelsetjiinsten ISI 
for att ha kant till mordplanema mot 
Hashim och flera andra men utan att stoppa 
dem. "Afghanskt blod har blivit sa billigt 
att ingen bryr sig langre". skrev tidningen. 

Bo Gunnarsson 
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Frisorer hotas 




Att utova frisorsyrket eller lata 
raka sig i Afghanbt^n Irl^renat 
med stor risk att fangslad eller 
att bU pryglad offentligt. 

Forbudet mot rakning och 
ansning av skagg infordes av de 
talibanska studenter som tog 
kontroll over Kabul i September 
1996 och padyvlade resten av 
befoBcaingen sin tolkijing av 
islam. 

Frisorema arbetar hemma. 
Dit soker sig de fa modiga som 
vill fa skagget ansat samtidigt 
som de later klippa haret. 

- Det ar inte bara kvinnor som 
lider under talibanema. Mannen 
far ocksa bara ett tungt ok, for- 
klarar Zulmair Khan, som upp- 
sokt en frisor for att fa skagget 
putsat. 

- Talibanema kan straffa mig, 
men mitt langa skagg gor livet 
outhardligt nar det inte blir 
ansat. 

Frisoren Zahir har placerat ut 
sin son som vakt for att halla 
utkik efter soldater. 

Talibanema inforde laknin^ 
forbudet darfor att profeten 
Muhammed enligt deras mening 
motsatte sig allt vad rakning 
hette. 

Talibanema har ocksa en egen 
uppfattning om vad som ar isla- 
misk frisyr, berattar Zahir. 

Haret ska inte hanga ned i 
pannan darfor att det inte far 
vara i vasen nar man ber och vid- 



Revolter motP 
talibanstyretMlie^ 



AFGHANISTAN. Den afghans- 
ka oppositionen uppgav pa 
torsd:^gen att revolter mot 
talibanstyret brutit ut i nor- 
ra Afihanistan. Talibanema 
erkaiide att de har haft pro- 
blem 1 norr och har sMnt 
forstarkningar dit. 

Pa ilera hall utkampas de 
hardaste striderna sedan ta- 
libanema tog kontroll over 
de fera nordligaste provin- 
sema i juli och augusti i ar. 
sade en talesman for opposi- 
tionsledaren Ahmad Shah 
Massoud. Han uppgav att 
talibanema forlorat 1 000 
man under de senaste fern 
veckornas strider och att de 
egna forlustema uppgick 
till 250 stupait seller saraie. 

TiMk^« fCaliai] 



£n taliban stopper en cyklist utanfor 
en moske i Kabul. 

TOT bonemattan med pannan. 
Mittbena ar utmarkt och det ska 
vara kortklippt i nacken. 

Omkring 1 000 talibaner, sa 
kallade religiosa polisman, pat- 
mllerar gatorna. ofta utmstade 
med stalvajrar for att direkt kun- 
na bestra% syndare. 

Frisorema har beordrats att 
inte ens nudda skagget med en 
sax darfor att det ar "oislamiskt". 

Flera frisorer har pryglats och 
tvingats sla igen sina salonger. 

Nar talibanema forst kom till 
Kabul bmkade de mest nitiska, 
religiosa polismannen kontrolle- 
ra om mannen hade harvaxt i 
armhaloma, vilket ocksa ar for- 
bjudet. (AP) 



Minst21 doda oK; { 
i raketattackrv|(2^ 

AFGHANISTAN. Minst 21 

manniskor dodades och 27 
skadades nar flera raketer 
slog ner i Afghanistans hu- 
vudstad Kabul pa sondags- 
morgonen. Enligt foretrada- 
re for talibanregimen var 
det soldater trogna mot Ah- 
med Shah Massoud som av- 
fyrade raketerna. 

En talesman for Massoud 
sade i den iranska staden 
Mashhad art raketanfallet 
var en vedergallning for ta- 
libanernas beskjutning av 
staden Taioqan i norr i lor- 
dags. da 20 manniskor skall 
ha dodats eller skadats. 

Massoudi: styrkor finns 
ungefar 2.5 mil norr om Ka- 
buf. dar de forsdker forhin- 
dra att talibanema erOvrar 
de fa omraden i norr som 
annu ar i de oppositionella 
styrkoraas hander. Taliba- 
nema konTfollorar 90 pro- 
coni av landet. TT-DPA, Kabul 



A^hanistan 



Usama bin Ladins frihet 
beskars. Den styrande ta- ; 
libanmilisen i Afghani- ! 
Stan har beskurit den ter- • 
rorismanklagade saudis- ; 
ke miljonaren Usama bin 
Ladins frihet. Usama far 
i fortsattningen inte som 
tidigare kommunicera 1 
med omvarlden via exem- ' 
pelvis telefon eller radio. 
TT-Reuters, Islamabad 

"/^ 



Afghanistan 



Oodssiffran okar. Minst 
50 miiinkli€t' omkom 
och 2C® ;^adades i den 
kraflisa jprdbavning som 
i torsdags kvMl skakade 
Afghanistans huvudstad 
Kabul med omnejd, rap- 
porterade den afghanska 



talibanregimens radio p^ 
fredagen och vadjade om 
internationell hjalp. En- 5 
ligt radion intraffade de \ 
fiesta dodsfallen i omra- \ 
det Maida Shahr tre mil | 
vaster om Kabul. 

TT-Reuters, Kabul ; 



Usama bin Ladin 



rapporteras forsvunnen 

AFGHANISTAN. Saudiern Usama bin Ladin, som av USA 
anklagas for bombdaden mot USA:s ambassader 1 Ke- 
nva och Tanzania, har varit "forsvunnen" sedan 1 fre- 
da^s och det ar inte kant var han befmner sig. Det 
sade Tayeb Khan, talesman for talibanmilisen 1 Afgha- 
nistan, pa lordagen. -u • * • 

- Vi har just fatt reda pa att han saknas och vi vet mte 
om han fortfarande befinner sig i Afghanistan eUer om 
han har lamnat landet. Men vi har inte tvmgat honom 
V" ^e sig av. sade Tayeb Khan fran Kandahar dar bm 
I adin tros ha befunnit sig under det senaste ^ret 

Foretradare for talibanema sade att Usama bm Ladm 
inte utsatts for nagra patryckningar for att lamna Af- 
ghanistan. USA har begart att fa satidiem iitlamnad och 
har utlovat en beloning pa fern miljoner doUar - mot- 
svarande drvgt 39 miljoner kronor - tiU den som kan 
iamna uppgifter som leder till att bin Ladin kan gripas. 

Den pakistanska nyhetsbyran ATP rapporterade 1 
onsdags att talibanema forbjudit bin Ladm att ta emot 
master och att ha kontakter med omvarlden, samt att 
all" hans kommunikationsutrustning. inklusive telefon 
och radio, har dragits in. TT-AFP, Kabul 



Afghanistan _/^<f 

.;.rta Dbdssiffran ef , 
'^^^'■.n^.da-en jordskalv 1 1 

terna. Av oesbci 
lOOOarhemlosa^PP^^^^^ | 



"Profeten Muhammed har befailt 
OSS att bara skagg. Men m&nga 
musiimer, iedare for islamiska stater 
inkf ushre Saudiarabien, itiyder inte 
denna befailning." 

Maulvi Shamsuddin, viceminister for de afghanska 

talibafiemas religidsa polis. 
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Tusentals hemlosa efter skalv 

KABUL Tusentals manniskor ar hemlosa efter forra veckafis ] 
jordbavning i Afghanistan. Intemationella Roda korset och 
FN arbetar nu febrilt i den bistra kylan for att fk firam mat, la- 
kemedel, filtar och plastpresenningar till omr^det, sex mil s6- 
der om huvudstaden Kabul. 

Enligt de styrande talibanemas radio dodades 100 mannis- 
kor i jordbavningen i torsdags, som uppmattes tiU 5,5 p^ Rich- 
terskalan. 500 ska ha skadats. f^f2S(^ (FLT-AP) 



Moskva minns Kabulretratt 

Moskva: Hundratals ryska veteraner fran kriget i Afghani- 
•stan tagade pa mandagen genom centrala Moskva, exakt tio 
ar efter det att de sista sovjetiska trupperna lamnade det cen- 
tralasiatiska landet. Omkring 500 krigsveteraner gick fran 
Pusjkintorget till Kreml, dar de makthavare satt som tvinga- 
de ut dem i det afghanska aventyret. Premiarminister Jevgenij 
Primakov och Kremls stabschef Nikoiaj Bordjuzja lade ned 
kransar vid Den okande soldatens grav. En rad andra minist- 
rar och hoga miHtarer deltog i ceremonin. 

Michail Gorbatjov, Sovjetunionens siste president och 
statschef vid tiden for uttaget ur Afghanistan, sade enligt 
nyhetsbyran Interfax att de fortsatta konflikterna i varlden, 
bland annat i Tjetjenien, visar att varken Ryssland eller resten 
av det intemationella samfundet dragit nigra som heist lar- 
domar av det afghanska kriget. tt-afp ^Jt^ li/X -99 



Afghanistan 




Fangutvaxling. De stri-v^ j 
dande parterna i Afgha-^Oj 
nistan utvaxlade under ' • 



veckoslutet 40 krigsfing- 
ar, uppger intemationel- 
la Roda korset. F^ngar- 
na fordes med ett av 
Roda korsets flygplan 
fran talibanskt territori- 
um till oppositionskon- 
trolierad mark, och vice 
versa. AP, Kabul 



Mystisk sjuka 
i Afghanistan 

ISLAMABAD (TT-Reuters) 
En mystisk sjukdom bar kravt 
over 350 manniskors liv i nord- 
ostra Afghanistan och hotar att 
ta livet av flera hundra andra. 
Dodsfallen rapponerades fran 
fyra distrikt i Badakhshan-pro- 
vinsen vid gransen mot Kina j 
och Tadzjikistan, omraden som I 
kontrolleras av de motstands- 
styrkor som bekampar den sty- 
rande talibanmilisen i Afgha- 
nistan. 

I Islamabad bekraftade FN 
samtidigt enligt AFP tidigare 
rapporter om att minst 30 000 
manniskor ar hemlosa i de bada 
afghanska provinsema Wardak 
och Logar efter forra veckans 
kraftiga joerdbavningi 



Afghanistan- 
insamling gav 
4 820 kroner 

Svenska Afghanistankom- 
mittens julinsamling for 
rehabilitering av krigs- 
och jordbavningsskadade 
gav ett samlat resultat av 
4 820 kronor. De insamlade 
medlen bar som vanligt in- 
bringats genom flygblads- 
utdelning och bossinsam- 
ling i Skovde och Marie- 
stad, som ar center for 
lansavdelningen. 

Genomslaget for kam- 
panjen pd riksplanet blev 
rekordartat, over 700000 
kronor, som mer an val 
tacker de beraknade kost- 
nadema for de planerade 
rehabiliteringscentren i 
sodra och norra Afghani- 
stan. ^^^Xi {^/Zr-^^ 



l>rf 

Hander hoggs av. Tre af- 
ghanska man som domts 
for stold Tick p^ freda- 
gen sina hogerhander 
avhuggna. Samtidigt fick 
tre foretradare for den 
styrande talibanmilisen 
spostraff for att ha tagit 
mutor. Det rapporterade 
talibanska kallor i Ka- 
bul. TT-Reuters, Kabul 



Minst 350 doda i okand ^Y^l 
farsot I Afganistan^?^^/^ - ^9 

DUSJANBE (TT-DPA) 

Over 350 manniskor bar de senaste tvS veckoma avMt i en hittills dcand 
farsot i norra Afghanistan nara gransen mot Tadzjikistan, uppgav den 
afghanska ambassaden i Dusjanbe pi tisdagen. Experter uppges inte 
utesluta att det ror sig om en koleraepidemi, men det fmns inte kvali- 
ficerade lakare i det drabbade omradet som kan fastsla vilken sjukdom 
det ar som grasserar. Dessutom ar det i vilket fall som heist oeriiort 
ont om medicin. 



A]l^hanistan 

Fangutvaxling. I Afghani- 
stan har de styrande ta- 
libanerna och dess poli- 
tiska motstindare utvax- 
lat f^ngar. lordagen 
fick elva fangar fr^n 
vardera sidan atervanda 
till de egna leden. De 
praktiska detaljerna 
kring utvaxlingen ombe- 
sorjdes av Intemationel- 
la rodakorskommitten, 
ICRC, som dock inte va- , 
rit inblandad i de for- 
handlingar som foregick 
bytet. Enligt uppgift var 
flera av de frigivna sju- 
ka. TT-Reuters, Kabul 

11/3 .^cj 
FN ska iter sanda personal 
till det av inbordeskrig har- 
jade Afghanistan, uppger FN- 
tjansteman. For sex manader 
sedan drog varldsorganisa- 
tionen tillbaka sina medar- 
betare sedan flera av dem 
mordats. Nu blir det en 
begransad FN-represen- 
tation i landet. tt-afp 



'Afghansk^"^' 
apartheid 



mot kvinnor" 




Geneve, tt-afp 
► Talibanregimen i Afghani- 
stan har astadkommit ett apart- 
heidsystem for landets kvin- 
nor, heter det i en FN-rapport. 

Kvinnorna drabbas av into- 
lerans och diskriminering, 
sager rapportens forfattare 
Abdelfattah Amor. De utsatts 
for detta system endast for att 
de ar kvinnor 

Amor ar FN:s sarskilda rap- 
portor om religios ofordrag- 
samhet. 

Han drar parallellen mellan 
talibanernas Afghanistan och 
de vitas tidigare rasistregim i 
Sydafrika i en rapport till FN:s 
kommitte for manskliga rat- 
tigheter, vilken inleder mote i 
Geneve den 22 mars. Amor 
framhaller regler som forbju- 
der kvinnor i nastan alia arbe- 
ten och utbildningar i Afgha- 
nistan. Kvinnorna far inte hel- 
ler resa tillsammans med man, 
som inte hor till deras 
narmaste slakt, och de maste 
bara klader som tacker dem 
fran topp till ta, nar de ar pa 
offentliga platser. 

Amor anklagade talibaner- 
na for att vara morkman som i 
sin maktstravan blandar reli- 
gion och politik. 



Nytt mote on^ Afghanistan 

ASJCHABAD De stridande parterna i Afghanistan uppgav pa 
mindagen att de ska h^a ett nytt mote i aprH for att diskute- 
ra detaljerna i det preliminara fredsavtal som de slot p^ son- 
dagen. 

Avtalet kom till stind efter fbrhandlingar imder FN-med- 
ling pi neutral mark i Turkmenistans huvudstad Asjchabad. 
Turkmenistans president Saparmurad Nijazov tog pi minda- 
gen emot bagge delegationema innan de reste hem. 

Sondagens overenskommelse innebar att en koalitionsrege- 
ring ska bildas mellan talibanema, som beharskar nio tionde- 
lar av landet, och oppositionsalliansen som leds av Ahmed 
Shah Massoud. En sidan regering skulle kunna innebara ett 
slut pi det 20 ir linga kr^et i landet. \. 

- Om vi lyckas bilda en koalitionsregering kommer eldupp- 
hor automatiskt att intrada, sade en av forhandlama till den 
ryska nyhetsbyrin Interfax. (^ fS^^^ (FLT-AP) 
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Nya strider i Afghanistan;§?^-.99 

AFGHANISTAN. FN:s sandebud for Afghanistan, Lakhdar 
Brahimi, anlande sondagen till huvudstaden Kabul. 

Samtidigt intensifierades striderna mellan taliba- 
nerna och oppositionen, trots att b^da sidor tidigare i 
veckan talade om ett genombrott i fredssamtalen. 

Kallor inom oppositionens styrkor sade p^ sondagen 
att strider fortfarande p^gick i provinsen Bamiyan i 
centrala Afghanistan. 

Oberoende kallor uppgav att striderna i Bamiyan m- 
nebar att intemationella bistindsorganisationer har 
tvingats skjuta upp sitt hjalparbete i provinsen. 

Strider rapporterades ocks^ p4g^ i den centrala pro- 
vinsen Parwan och i Jauzjan i norr. 

Talibanerna anklagade motst^ndsstyrkoma for att 
ha ^terupptagit striderna och darmed avbrutit freds- 
processen. Fredssamtalen, som hoUs i grannlandet 
Turkmenistan, avslutades for en vecka sedan. 

FN-sandebudet ska under sitt besok traffa Moham- 
mad Rabbani, den nast hogste ledaren inom det ult- 
raortodoxa islamistiska talibanstyret. TT-AFP, Kabul 



Nya strider i Afghanistan 
stoppar hjalparbetare 



Kabul, tt-reuters-afp 
► FN:s sandebud for Afghani- 
stan, Lakhdar Brahimi, anlan- 
de pa sondagen till huvudsta- 
den Kabul. Samtidigt intensi- 
fierades striderna mellan tali- 
banerna och oppositionen, 
trots att bada sidor tidigare i 
veckan talade om ett genom- 
brott i fredssamtalen. 

Kallor mom oppositionens 
styrkor sade pi sondagen att 
strider fortfarande pagick i 
provinsen Bamiyan i centrala 
Afghanistan. 

Talibanerna anklagade mot- 
standsstyrkorna for att ha ater- 
upptagit striderna och darmed 
avbryta fredsprocessen. 
Fredssamtalen, som holls i 
grannlandet Turkmenistan, 
avslutades for en vecka sedan. 

Nytt mote trots strider 

Men datum for en ny forhand- 
lingsomgang kan troligen fast- 
stallas trots striderna, sade 
Lakhdar Brahimi senare pa da- 
gen efter ett mote med den ta- 
libanska sidan. Han ansag att 



bada sidor visade god freds- 
vilja. 

Oberoende kallor uppgav 
att striderna i Bamiyan inne- 
bar att intemationella bi- 
standsorganisationer har tvin- 
gats skjuta upp sitt hjalparbe- 
te i provinsen. Strider rappor- 
terades ocksa paga i den cen- 
trala provinsen Parwan och i 
Jauzjan i norr. 

Terrormisstankt flyttar 

Den misstankte saudiske ter- 
roristen Usama bin Ladin som 
i forra manaden forsvann fran 
sitt starka faste i Kandahar i 
Afghanistan bor nu i den ostra 
delen av landet. Det rappor- 
terade den brittiska veckotid- 
ningen Sunday Telegraph pa 
sondagen. 

Tidningen uppgav att bin 
Ladin enligt vasterlandska 
sakerhetskallor flyttat sig mel- 
lan tre lager i narheten av sta- 
den Jalalabad, nara gransen till 
Pakistan i ett omrad'e som kon- 
trolleras av den st>Tande tali- 
banmilisen. 

CD 
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Bomber dodade^q^ 
f emton afghaner* 

AFGHANISTAN Femton manni- 
skor dog nar Afghanistans isla- 
mistiska talibanmilis sent i man- 
dags och i garbombade omraden 
som kontroUeras av den opposi- 
tionella Nordalliansen, enligt 
alliansens talesman Abdullah. 

Bombema traffade en mark- 
nad i staden Taloqan i nordvastra 
Afghanistan^(2:fV€3 (TT-AFP) 

#%i«fiicnYB9«BnrT 

Fingutvaxling. I Afghani- 
stan har de styrande ta- 
libanerna och dess poli- 
tiska motstandare utvax- 
lat fangar. P^ lordagen 
fick elva fangar fran 
vardera sidan atervanda 
till de egna leden. De 
praktiska detaljerna 
kring utvaxlingen ombe- 
sorjdes av Intemationel- 
la rodakorskommitten, 
ICRC, som dock inte va- . 
rit inblandad i de for- 
handlingar som foregick 
bytet. Enligt uppgift var 
flera av de frigivna sju- 
ka. 7T-Reuters, Kabul 



Nya Strider (ojs -99 
storfredsavtalt^jsl 

AFGHANISTAN. En vdldsam 
raket- och artilleriduell mel- 
lan talib'ansk militar och 
oppositionstrupper rasade 
p^ fredagsmorgonen norr 
om huvudstaden Kabul. 
Striderna riskerar att 
spracka den brackliga freds- 
overenskommelse som in- 
gicks mellan parterna i 
mars. 

Talibanarmen anklagade 
oppositionen for att ha avfy- 
rat den forsta raketen. 

- Vi hade inget annat val 
an att forsvara oss, forkla- 
rade den talibanske befalha- 
varen, som identifierade sig 
endast med namnet Habi- 
bullah. 

Det var inte kant om stri- 
derna kravt n^gra offer. 

Habibullah betecknade 
den FN-medlade fredsover- 
enskommelsen som ett miss- 
lyckande. Han befarade ock- 
s^ att striderna kommer att 
intensifieras i och med att 
vadret nu blivit battre. 

- Vi kan inte lita p^ oppo- 
sitionen, det visar erfaren- 
heterna, sade han. AP, Kabul 



Talibaner later kvinnor jobba^?^^,^ 



De Styrande talibanerna i Afgha- 
nistan har for forsta gangen offi- 
ciellt gett tillstand till kvinnor att 
arbeta med en utlandsk hjalpor- 
ganisation. 

Det ar ett stort steg framat, kom- 
menterade en delegat fran orga- 
nisationen Terre des hommes, 
Colin Tucker, i huvudstaden 
Kabul. 

-Kvinnor kommer ater att 
arbeta i samhallet Det ar beklag- 
ligt att det har tagit sa lang tid. 

Talibanmilisen inforde 
stranga islamiska regler nar den 
kom till makten i Kabul 1996. 



Kvinnor fick inte arbeta eller ga i 
skolan, och deras mojligheter att 
fa sjukvard begransades. 

Avtalet mellan det Schweiz- 
baserade Terre des hommes och 
talibanerna innebar att 50 
afghanskor far arbeta i ett pro- 
gram for bistand till bam i 
Afghanistan. 

Det har ta^t ett och ett halvt 
ar av forhandlingar for att uppna 
overenskommelsen, som under- 
tecknades av talibanemas halso- 
minister mulla Mohammad 
Abbas Akhund. Andra bistands- 
gnipper har forsokt inga liknan- 
deavtal. (TT-AFP^ 
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Nytt julem0te med 
Midtun og Zaccori 



I over atte ar har elevene pa 
Midtun skole tatt vare pi 
yeniiskaj)et med 
jevnaldrende pi en skble i _ 

b^dene meUom. Midtun og 
Zaccori pi 

Skolene Midtun og Skranevatnet i 
Fana har vennsfcapsskoler i Afgha- 
nistan. Gjennom Afghanistan-ko- 
miteen i Norge har Midtun i 5tte 
it hoick kontakt med eleyene ved 
2^ocori skole utsenfor ' . bya^ 
GhaznL - Hvert 5r artangerer 
Midtun-elevene vSrdag pi skoien. 
Der selges elevarbeid, afghansk 
mat og det arrangeres udodning. 
Inntelaene fra denne dagen er 
med pa I drive skoien i det krigs- 
herjede landec 

Tegnetkrig 

- Det var Iqempegey i holde pS 
dettE arbeidet Jee skrev brev 
sammen Hamidullah, som er elev 
pa den afghanske skoien. Dessu- 
ten sendte vi tegninger dl hveran- 
dre. Tegnin^ene &a bama i Af- 
ghanistan vises for det meste tanks 
og maskingeva»r, men de viste 
ogsa slott og drammer om en fre- 
deligere tilvsrelse, forteller Linn 
Elgan (12), ridligere Midtun-elev, 
som nl gar pa Hop ungdoms- 
skole. 

12-aringen er den norske ho- 
vedpersonen i filmen, som er kget 
av Jannedbe Stranen wed same 
fra Vestoorsk filmsenter. I filmen 
falger Stranen hvordan de to hol- 
der kontakten med hverandre - 
gjennom brev og tegninger. Men 
det var iklffi helt enkelt a kge fiJrn 
i landet. 

- Da jee laget filmen for to ir 
siden haode Taliban-bevegelsen 
kontroll over halve Afghaniaan. I . 
Ghazni var det roligere forhold, 
men det var skummelt k Iqere.;! 
gjennom Afghanistan, forteller re- ■ 
gissOTjannecheScrenen. -J. 

Vei over kalde elver ' ^ ^ 
Infrastniktuien i verdens 3. fetrig- 

ste land har ikke blitt bedre av, 
sovjerisk invasion og borgerkrig. ■ 
Ferden gjekk fra Pakistan og inn i 
A%hanistan. Veinettet er borri- 
mot ikla-eksisterende og Stnmtti 
matte ta seg over kjelige elveleier. 

- Jeg matte fiime i Iqole og slar. 
Dessuten fikk jeg kun filme. pSr' 
skoien. Opptakene utenfbr skoien 
mitte foregi med duk p§ kainis> 
raet^ sier Stranen. 

Per Homfelt i Afghanistan-ko- 
miteen forteller at organisasjo- 
nens arbeid i A%hamstan fortset- . ,; 
ter, selv med det m-e taliban-regi- 
met Komiteen har arbeidet med 
a gi humanitaer hjelp til det krigs- 
im&t§oSkst siden 1986. 

Skolebygg fira iVIidtun 
111 tross for stridigheter, foneller 




OM PA MAFIEN: Pa juhften kan du se Janneche Sinsnens (midten) film om vennskapet mellom Midtun sitofe og Zaacofi 
^ole i Afghanisktn. Her er Per Homfelt i A^ghemiskm-komileen og hoveckoBeinnehaver Unn Bgan. {Foto: Ola Henning 
Malsnes) 



Homfelt at ogsd militsere sml- 
konger si nytten av at bama fikk 
undervisniri|. J- ^azni-distrikcet 
er 80 prtM^t av befoUcnir^ 
analfabeter. 

- Midtun skole 
har bidratt med 
en ^erdedel av 
byggekostnadene 
til skoien i Zac- 
cori. I atte ar har 
pengene fra 
Midtun sBiget for 
driften av skoien, 
tedier Homfelt 

- Men Taliban 
mener jo at jenter 
ikke trenger S g3 
pa skole. Hvor- 
dan er sitaa^'onen 
for jentene? 

- 50 prosent av 
jenteskolene har 
; blitt stengt. Tali- 
ban mener at jen- 

■ tsr ikke trenger 
;;;mer. enn tre 5r 
^ med ••■grunnskole. 
•^■Meir?^-«llers gir 

v3re 

- med skoler og sy- 
kshijs som v^g. 
Taliban krever at 
vi skal godta lo- 
vene deres. Det 
gar vi med pi si 
lenee vi har kon- 
troU over, mid- 
lene, kan fortsette 
prosjektene v&re 
og gi kvinner ut- 
danning, sier 
Homfelt 

■ - Hvordan La- 
ser dere det nar 

"^Taliban ildce vil at 
kvimier skal ha 
utdannelse? 

- Kvinnene fir 
utdanning pa en 
litt * inoirekte . 
mite, gjennom 
Jobs til helseper- 



sonale og mor-bam-kunnskap. 
DessutO! har vi nylig utdannet 
160 jordmadre. Det gar greit sa 
ienge det har st0tte hos og skjer i 

dialog med myndighetene, fortel- 
ler Per Honifelt i A%hanistan- 
komiteen i Norge. 

Av Ola Henning Milsnes- 



Vennskap 

over 
grensene 



Gjennom atte ar har Midtun skole 
holdt kontakt med elevene ved Zaccori 
skole i Ghazni i Afghanistan. Pa julaft- 
enklokken 1645 viser NRKl filmen om 
prosjektet. 

Elevene ved de to skolene har 
utvekslet tegninger, billedb0ker 
brev siden begynnelsen av 90-tallet 
. Kontakten har vaert med pa a farge- 
legge mange sider ved den dagligo 
imdei-vi.^ningeta ved Midtun skole. 

For skoien i Ghazni har vennskaps- 
b^ndet til Bergen ogsk okonomisk 
betydning. Hver vSr har Midtun skole 
hatten aksjon til inntekt for sine venn- 
er i sor Her selges det elevarbeid, 
afghansk mat og lodd. 

I filmen som sendes pa NRK I far vi 
mote bade de norske og de afghanske 
elevene og deres tanker om hverandre. 
Spesielt far vi innblikk i forholdet 
mellom norske Linn Carin Elgan og 
afghanske Hamidullah. 

I ar har tre andre skoler i Bergen 
opprettet kontakt med Afghanistan. 
Bade Sa^len skole. Skarnevaten skole 
og Krohnengen skole har knyttet 
vennskapsbSnd til en jenteskole med 
760 elever utenfor det Taliban-kon- 
trollerte omradet. 



Solidaritet pa skjermen julaften 



♦ FILM ^j^. ^5 

Av BetTt hard Stormyr 

lulaftcn kommer filmen fra Midtun 
til Zakkon pa NRK tii S vise hvordan 
et solidaritetsprosjekt skaper kon- 
takt mciiom barn. 

Midtun skole pa vestlandet har si- 
den 1 988 hoidt kontakt med skolen 
Zaccori i Afghanistan, og julaften 
kan tv-scere bli kjent med sainarbei- 
det meilom disse skolene. I 1996 
rci.stc produsent og regiss0r Janne- 
che Stronen til Afghanistan sammen 
med davicrende rektor ved .MiAun 
skole. Tove Kayser. 

- I filmen far man se to barn i ho- 
vedrollene. Linn Carina Elgan fra 
Midtun og Hamidullah fra Zaccori. 
Det er barna som far fortcile hva de 
tenker og mener. sier Tove Kayser. 
Oppfordringen fra fiimmakerne er 
at alle kan drive et slikt soiidaritets- 
arbeid. 

- Heit siden vi startet samarbei- 
det har vi arrangert virdagen. som 
er en dag der \i har lotterier og an- 



dre aktivitetcr for a skaffe penger. Vi 
sender minst 16.000 kroner til Zac- 
cori, og del cr nok lii a drive skolen, 
sier Kayser. 

Ved Zaccori cr det rundt 300 ele- 
ver. men alle er gutter. Dctte er et re- 
sultat av Taiibans konservative tolk- 
ning av Koranen. og Kayser ser det- 
te som et problem. Men hun under- 
streker at Taliban ogsS blir oppfattet 



positivt pa landsbygda, for de av- 
vaepnet landeveisrovere slik at folk 
i'lkk en tryggcre tilva:relse. 

- Da vi var i Afglianistan for- 
handlet vi om jetiteskoler. og Tali- 
ban gikk med pa at det skulle bli 
skoler for jenter afsl. Det har 
kommet pa plass, tnen ikke belt 
som vi trpdde, J«nttt fSr fare un- 
dervisnilig i KofimeB i moskeen?. 




Den afghanske hovedpersonen i filmen er Hamidullah, og han forteller om sine 
erfaringer med Zaccori skoies kontakt med den norske skolen Midtun. 

Foto: Afohanistankomiteen 



Vennskap over grenser 

'^^.O^^mS n^rLt^.^'d^ .Z^jiX-^S 

til Zaccori» heter filmen 

som sendes i reprise. 



TV-film: ar har eleve 
ne ved Midtun skole i Ber- 
gen bygget vennskap med 
elevene ved Zaccori skole i 
Afghanistan. Na satser fle- 
re skoler pa lignende opp- 
legg. 

- Elevene vet litt om 
hvordan det er a vokse opp 
i et land med krig. De vet 
ogsa at det nytter a hjelpe 
og at hjelpen kommer fram. 
sier inspektor Jan Edgar 
Hjertnes ved Midtun skole 
til Bergens Tidende. 

Sondag tar NRK Fjern- 
synot seerne med til skolen 
i Afghanistan. «Fra Midtun 



Hvert ar gar elever. laere- 
re og foreldre sammen om 
en stor vardag til inntekt 
[or Skolen de har fatt kon- 
takt med via Afghanistan- 
komiteen i Norge. I filmen 
folger vi blant annet eleven 
Linn Carin Elgans besok pa 
skolen. 

- For elevene har dette 
vennskapet gitt menings- 
full innsikt og blitt et prak- 
tisk solidaritetsarbeid. Jeg 
er imponert over deres 
ontusia.sme, sier Jan Edgar 
Hjertnes. 



Afghdnske 
tninger 




Der merket leker med 
Gyldendai ' 




I vel et §or var Elisabeth 
Eide leder for kontoret 
til Den norsk Afghan- 
istankomiten i Pes- 
hawar, grensebyen i 
den normige delen av 
Pakistan. Arbeidet 
hennes blant de 
afghmiske flyktning- 
ene har gitt henne et 
inng^ende kjermskap 
til denne tragiske kon- 
flikten, og romanen 
«Der mcrket leker med 
tiden» baerer preg av? 
Eides innsikt i denne 
problematifckenr - - 



Livet i asyl er som 
oftest en trist affsere, 
og de afghanske flykt- 
ningene i kirkeasyl i 
Norge eller p§ flukt fra 
m3rndighetenes lange 
arm har det alt annet 
enn godt. Det er Elisa- 
beth Eides fortjenste at 
hun tar opp dette 
temaet og lar oss fk 
saken belyst fra flykt- 
ningenes st^sted. Det 
innebaerer at «Der 
morket leker med tid- 
en» blir en roman som 
bidrar vesentlig til f or- 
st^elsen av denne tra- 
gedien. 

ALBERTH HENRIK 
MOHN 



Amnesti-sporsmal 
tii justisministeren 

Gholam-familieils advokat 
bar om avklaring 




Gholam-famniens advokat. Trend Romstad (bildet); etterlyser 
Informasjon fra departementet oin hva hans klienter sital fereta 
seg for a fa innviiget justlsministerens juieamitest!. 
iali-'^9 Pg^ ^^i 3(^:MlmsyMo,.eO 

■' \j For a innvilge amnesti krever 

Justisdepartementet at tlyktnin- 
gene skal akseptere den identi- 
teten departementet gir dem. 
For Gholam-familien betyr det 
at de ma godta at de er den paki- 
stanske faniilien norske myn- 
digheter mener de er. sel v om de 
he!e riden har holdt fast pa at de 
er aighanere. 

I el intervju i Dagsa\-isen IS. 
desember i §or begrunnet .Au.'-e 
kravet med at «vi er nodt til a ha 
en oversikt over hvilke personer 
som befinner seg ha og & opp- 
holdstilIatelse». 

Pakistanske myndigherer har 
imidlertid awist at firebarnsfa- 
miiien Gholam er pakistanere. 
Jusrisdepartementets forsok pa 
a utn-ise familien har derfor 
strandet pa at Pakistan har nek- 
^iuimotdem. 



I EVELYN DYB 

Ingen av de 250 personene som 
likk juleamnesti fra .A.ud-Inger 
.Aura har iin oppholdstillatelse. 
Hva som skal skje videre er 
uklart, sier Gholam-familiens 
advokat. 

Knappe to uker for julaften ga 
justisminister Aud-Inger Aure 
amnesti til 250 flyktninger fra 
det sikalte Quetta- og Laos-pro- 
sjektet. Det dreier seg om perso- 
ner som hevder de er fra .Afgha- 
nistan og Laos, mens norske 
myndighetcr mener de er fra 
henholdsvis Pakistan og Thai- 
land. Blant dem som fikk amne- 
sti er Gholam-familien. 

Men ifolge Gholam.-famiiiens 
advokat Trond Romstad har det 
ikke skjedd noe etter at .Aure 
scndte ut sitt amnesti. Romstad. 
som representerer i alt 20 av 
flykm.ingene, sendte i gir et 
brev til Justisdepartementet 
med en rekke spersmal om hva 
som vil skje videre. 

IKKE OPPHOLOSTILUTEUffi 

- Jeg har ikke fatt noe informa- 
sjon fra dei^Etenientet om hva 
mine klienter skal gjore, sier 
Romstad godt og vel tre uker et- 
ter at gladmeldingen ble sendt 
ut fra reaeringskontorene. In- 
gen av de 2.50 menneskene som 
oinfnttes av amnestiet har fatt 
opphold.stillatelso, presiserer 
han. 



KONER OG BARN 

Ifolge Romstad er det liten t\nl 
om at de som kom hit for flere ar 
sidea har teyet om noe. EHis^ 
vlik ^ M» ha Wm a kmme 
set & U&rgg $<m flyktninger, 
understreker han. 

- Men de feilaktige opplys- 
ningene er gitt av dem som na er 
fam.iliefedre, som kom hit for 
flere ar siden. Hva med koner og 
barn de har fin etterpa og som 
aidri er blitt spurt om noen ting. 
H%-a skal de innrommc, spor 
Ron:stnd i brevet til departe- 
m.entet. 



TANKEVEKKER P Elisabeth Eide har levert en| 
viktig og velskrevet bok om flyktningskjebner mell 
sin tredje roman. Den viser norsk asylpolitikk i * 
praksis, mener BTs anmelder. 

Pa flukt 



1 




bok/roman 

Elisabeth Eide 

Der market leker med tiden 

Gyldendal 

I sin tredje roman om joumalisten 
Nina Marstein, har Elisabeth Eide 
levert en velskrevet og tankevek- 
kende roman om rioinsk asylpolitikk i 
praksis, en praksis mm blir stadig mer 
inhuman. 

Det handler om en afghansk f amilie, 
Usman, Amina og sonnen Babior pa 
flukt fra norske myndigheter etter a ha 
fatt avslag pa seknaden om politisk 
asyl. Et vislttkort med Nina Marsteins 
adresse i Bergen, har Usman fatt med 
seg pa fluktruten fra Peshawar i 
Pakistan til. «Narwi» - landet «der 
merket leker . med tiden». Slik blir 
Nina, i utgangspunktet motvillig, 
trukket inn i deres sak, en sak som 
forer til kirkeasyl i Korskirken, til 
flukt pa Sotra, til en konfrontasjon 
med flyktningers situasjon, der og da - 
og en konfrontasjon med egen samvit- 
tighet: Hvor mye er sannhet, hvor mye 
er logn, og hvor mye kan fortelles? Har 
man et ansvar for k hjelpe medraen- 
nesker p^ flukt, selv om man tviler p^ 
deres offisielle historie? 

Samtidig venter Usmans soster, 
Khadija, i Kabul pk en ektemann som 




forsvant i krigen for 9 ar siden. Hun 
driver en illegal skole for j enter i det 
hjemmebakeriet hun er tvtmget til a 
livnaere seg av etter at Talibanregimet 
tvang henne ut av laereryrket. Gjen- 
nom henne ikr vi et usminket bilde av 
hverdagen i Talibans Afghanistan - et 
av de verste og mest kvinneimdertryk- 
kende regimer i verden. Et land der 
kvinner steines til dede for utroskap. 
Der de piskes for et glett av ansiktet 
eller anklene, som ma skjules under 
den fotside burkhaen. Et land der 
off entlige henrettelser, pisking og stei- 
ning er en del av hverdagen^ 

Historiene miles opp og flettes sam- 
men gjermom de mange fortellerstem- 
mene; Khadija i Kabul, Ismael, en 
Venn av Usman og Khadija i Kabul, 
Usman som ikke kan f ortelle den f ulle 
og hele sannhet til noen, Amina som 
skjuler en stor sorg. Og ikke minst er 
det Ninas historie vi far here. Hun er 
aksen begivenhetene dreier rundt. 
Samtidig far vi et bilde av en ensom 
kvinne midt i livet, ganske sa desillu- 
sjonert, men fortsatt med evnen til a 
engasjere seg - og til a elske. 

Miljoskildringen av Bergen i dag, og 
henvisningene til 70-tallets politiak- 
sjoner og politiske engasjement, virker 
autentiske. Det gjor ogsa beskrivelsen 
av dagligUvet i Kabul. Eide kan sitt 
stoff. Samtidig evner hun k markere 
kulturforskjellene gjennom ,4en enkelr ; 
tes forteUerstemme og synsvinkel, det 
fungerer stilistisk, og innholdsmessig. 
Som leser far man et nytt syn pi Nor- 
ge, sett gjennom disse fremmede oyne- 
ne - og det pk godt og vondt. Elisabeth 
Eide har en levende innsikt i kultur- 
forskjellene og en evne til k formidle 
det skjonnlitteraert. 

Teksten ligger tett pk kriminalro- 
manens form. Historien, hendelsene og 
personene avdekkes gradvis, det driver 
f ortellingen videre. Her mangier heller 
ikke spennende ytre handling i form 
av mistenkelige personer, satanister, 
og flukt pa Sotra. Eide binder f ortid og 
nitid sammen - hendelsene i Telavig 
under annen verdenskrig, og dagens 
krig i en helt annen verdensdel. 

En tankevekkende og velskrevet 
roman om et emne som bor angk oss 
aUe. 

ANMELDTAV 
ANNE SCHAFFER 



Samlet 
front mot 
Taliban 

Grupper som kjemper 
mot Taliban i den 
nordlige delen av Af- 
ghanistan har gitt 
sammen under tidlige- 
re forsvarsmioister 
Ahmad Shah Masoods 
ledelse. Gruppene har 
opprettet et 0verste 
militaere rid som skal 
finne ut hvordan om- 
rlidene i nord kan 
erobrestilbake. 

-Vi diskuterte drsar 
ken til at vi mistet 
. landomridene i fior og 
behovet for en felles 
kommando, sa Mbso^ 
od. 

Kampanjen mot Ta- 
liban-styrkene vil bli 
innledet s4 snart vin- 
teren er over, antagelig 
i mars. Det 0verste mi- 
litaere ikd bestSr av fif 
re grupper, den iransk- 
st0ttede Hezb-i-Wah- 
dat, tidligere statsmi^ 
nister Gulbudin Hek- 
matyars Hezb-i-Isla- 
mi, Masoods Jaamat-i- 
Islami og professor 
Sayyafs Ittehad-i-Isla- 
mi. NTB/Reuters) 



Hielpen 
uteblir 



De fleste intemasjona- 
le hjelpeorganisasjone- 
ne har tnikket seg ut av 
Afghanistan. Tilbake 
sitter fortvilte afghan- 
ske samarbeidspartnere 
og foler seg ofret pa 
kjonnspolitikkens alter. 

Av 0ystein Franck-Nielsen 

franck(S)vartIand.no 

Den bridske organisa- 
sjonen Save The 
Children er en av de 
store organisasjonene 
som irakk seg ur erter at Taliban- 
regimer rok uklar med hjelpeor- 
ganisasjonene i f)or. Taliban for- 
iangte Want anner at alle organi- 
sasjonene skulle stenge sine kon- 
torer og flytie inn i samme hus 
som en ridligere polyteknisk sko- 
ie. 

Dette ble ikke akseptert av or- 
ganisasjonene, og flere av dem 
trakk seg ut av landet. Bak kon- 
flikten la apenbart utenlandsk ir- 
ritasjon over Talibans ekstreme 
religiose krav, spesielt s\Tiet pa 
k\inner. Kvinner i Afghanistan 
far ikke ga pa skole og ikke ha ar- 
beid utenom hjemmet. Senere 
har offsa FN trukket se? ut. Det 
henger sammen med de ameri- 
kanske angrepene pa hovedk\'ar- 
teret til Osama bin Laden. Da en 
FN-ansan ble drept for en dd si- 
den, var det drapen som fikk be- 
geret til a flyte over. 

EU har loittet ut all storte til 
organisasjoner som arbeider i 
Kabul. Lengst har imidlerrid bri- 
tene gart. Der har regjeringen 
sagt at organisasjoner som igjen 
etablerer seg i Afghanistan vil 
miste sin stadigc stotte. 

Til avisen <vThc lndependcnt» 
sicr en afghansk journalist at or- 
ganisasjonene har provoserr Ta- 
liban mer enn nodvendig. 

- De oppforte seg som en fami- 
ne uten far. Alle gikk ril Taliban 
hver for seg, utfordret' dem og 
forlangte bade dci ene og det an- 
dre, sier han. 

The Independent beskriver 
den bygningcn organisasjonene 
ble dlbudt som fulh brukbar, 
sa^rlig tatt i becrakming at Kabul 



er er en senderskutt by. 

Organisasjonene forsokre a 
presse Taliban-regimet. Det var 
det som fane dl at kontorene ble 
stengt, og dl slutt ble de fleste 
urvist. 

Flukten fra Kabul har fon ril at 
en rekke sykehus er blitt staende 
pi bar bakke. Et eksempel er In- 
dira Gandhis Alinnehospital, Af- 
ghanistans encste spesialsykehus 
for bam. Der kom den engelske 
organisasjoner Children in Cri- 
sis inn med brask og bram i fjor. 
Etter bare tre maneder, reiste 
engelskmenncne hjem igjen. Re- 
sultatet er at s\'kehuset mangier 
det mest elementacre av medisi- 
ner, utstvT og bemanning. Orga- 
nisasjonen ledes av Sarah Fergu- 



son, hertuginnen av York. 



ogsi 



Sykehuset mangier alt, 
olje ril oppvarming. Legene kan 
ikke fi utfert operasjoner, og kan 
for eksempel ikke fjeme frem- 
medlegemer som granatsplinter 
fi^a bamas kropper. 

Muiig a samarbeide 

Blant de tre-Sre organisasjone- 
ne som er igjen i landet, er det 
intemasjonaie Rode Kors, Care 
og Kirkens Nodhjelp. 

Marcus Doider fra Rode Kors 
sier ril The Independent at det 
er fullt mulig 2 samarbeide for- 
nufdg med Taliban. 

- Men da ma man serte seg ned 
pa teppet 02 snakke med dem, 
sier han. 

Patricia McPhillips fra den 
amerikanskt organisasjonen 
Care, m.ener sikkerhetsrisikoen i 
Kabul er overdrevet. 

Kirkens Nodhjelp har ikke 
trukket seg rilbake fra Afghani- 
stan. Etter konflikten mellom 
hjelpeorganisasjonene og myx\- 
dighetene i fjor, har organisasjo- 
nen fatt tilbake sitt kontor, de 
har fatt anledning av Taliban til a 
arbeide i landet, og dl a reise 
fram og tilbake dl Kabul. 

Kirkens Nedhjelp er en av de 
store organisasjonene som driver 
hjelpearbeid i .Afghanistan, og 
det meste av arbeidet gjores av 
lokalt ansattt. .Men ogsa Kirkens 
Nodhjelp har mattet innga kom- 
promisser for 2 kunne fortsette 
arbeidet i landet. 

- Situasjonen er sa normal som 
den kan bli, sier programansvarlig 
for .Asia, Jorunn K^pstad i Kir- 
kens Nedhjelp, dl Van Land di- 
plomadsk. 

- Prosjektcnc vare gar encr 



planen, med iinntak av skolene. 
\1 har mattet gi opp under<,'is- 
ningen av jenter. Det viste seg a 
bli noksa vanskelig a fortsette, 
sier Kapstad. 

Far gjort det meste 

- Mavgc andre organisasjoner 
bar valgr a rrckke seg ut. Hvorfor 
har dere hlin? 

- Mange har sittet pa gjerdet 
og ventet pa signaler. Na har 
ogsa FN trukket seg ut. Spars- 
malet er om FN skal vcre st\'- 
rendc for de andre organisasjo- 
nene i dcnne forbindelse. W har 
valgt a lyrte dl alle argumenter, 
og bestcmt oss for a bli. Slik situ- 
asjonen er, far vi gjort det meste 

av jobben var. Kapstad sier at det 
er arbeidet i Kabul som er det 
vanskeligste. 

- V\ arbeider mest ute pa 
landsbygda. Der er det noe lette- 
re. Og vi xinner nok lin pa at vi 
har arbeidet i landet sa lenge. og 
at vi bruker afghanske medarbei- 
dere. Men ozsi i Kabul far x-i ar- 
beide. 

- Har derc mattet gi etter for vik- 
tige pTiJisipper? 

- Vi har matret beye av nar det 
gjelder utdannelse for jentene. I 
stedet satser vi mer pa helsear- 
beid, spesielt blant kvinner. Her 
gjelder det a snu seg og varre lin 
kreadvc innenfor de ramment 
som cr girt. Dessutcn tror vi at 

det er vikdg a gi guncne utdan- 
nelse. De som ikke har skolc- 
gang. er vcrst i s\-net pa k-vinnc- 
ne. 

- .\fen a drive hclscarhcid blant 
k-Jimier hra:er kzivju'ligc hclsear- 
bciden . bvordan gar detf 

- \1 har hele ddcn hnn k'\'inner 
i staben. Dc reiser rundt sam- 
men med sine menn og brtidrc. 

hzr hatt cpisoder der dc cr 
blitt sunset og trukket ut av bi- 
len, men det ordnct seg dn det 
viste seg at det var dcres cgen 
mann de var ute med. VI oj)plc- 
ver stadig diskriminering a\- den 
typen. 

Jorunn Kapstad mener det cr 
vikdg 2 vi-re i landet. 

- \'l nl vacre sa lenge vi kan 
V2re ril hjelp for mennesker som 
onsker seg noe annet. Sa langt 
har vi ogsa respekt hos Taliban. 
Jeg mener og tror a: folket er 
fortxnlet over det lederskapet det 
har na. Taliban har liten rot i 
landsbyene og i tradisjonen, men 
i en ekstrem religies Icder som 
kom dl Quetra i Pakistan og opp- 
renet skoler. Men de knvrter det 
dc gjer sa sterkt opp 6\ Allahs 
vilje. Og folk i landsbyene er ikke 
vant dl a opponere mot Allah. 
Og det er nok ikke alldd sa ietr 
for dem a sc forskjellen heller. 



- Jeg tror Taliban har sin be 
grensede dd. Men det kan likevt 
komme dl 2 vare alrfor lenge. 0 
altemadvet er splittelse, sie 
Kapstad. 

Respekterer mandatet 

Utenlandssjef Magne Earth 
Norges Rode Kors sier ril \'2r 
Land at organisasjonen har gar 
klar av den konflikten de andr 
hjelpeorganisasjonene rak opp : 
fjor sommer. 

- R«dc Kors har en genercl 
forstaelse med myndighctenc <>[ 
de andre panene i landet om hv 

som er var oppgave og mandat. 
Sa lenge respekten for vart mandat 
er der. kan vi bli, selv om andre 
trekkcr seg ut. 

- Det tragiske er at mange hu- 
manita;re behov ikke hlir dekket 
fordi andre organisasjoner har 
reis:, og vi haper dc kan gjenopp- 
t2 sin arbeid. 

Barth mener det er en betv'delig 
fordtl for Rfide Kors at de har en 
nasjonal R«de Halvmane-orga- 
nisasjon i landet, og at det inrer- 
nasjonale R*jde Kors har arbeidet 
sa lenge i landei. 
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/rec/ag /Z febri/ar 1999 



Afghankveld 



^\ighanistankomiteen ar- 
rangerte fbrleden afghansk 
aften pa Skranevatnet 
skole. Det ble en i alle de- 
ler vellykket kveld for de 
fremm0tte rundt 40 delta- 
keme. 

Afghaiiistan-kvelden bod pa 
blant annet forediag av journalist 
og forfetter Elisabeth Eide, som 
selv bar fisistehlnds Igeimskap til 
A%hanistan og kvinnene der. 
Temaforkva^ aen var Afghanis- 
tan - kvinner og utdanning. 
Dessuten fikk alle fremmotte 
omvisning pS Skranevatnet skole, 
oe kunne samtidig beundre Af- 
gnanistan-utstillingen som for 
anledningen var montert 

Vennskapsskoler 

BSde Midtun, Krohnengen og 
Saelen skoler har vennskapsskoler 
pi jente^olene i Afghanistan, og 
nar vaert med pa innsamlinger til 
skolene. Hele kroner 60.000 er 
samlet iim i lepet av 1998 og ja- 
nuar. Et flott resultat som lokal- 
komiteen takket hjertelig for. 

Pa utstillingen var julegaver fia 
jentene pa Girls High School 



nummer 2. Her var bade dikt, 
tegninger, takkebrev og brode- 
rier. Heldigvis inneholder teg- 
ningene i dag fiaerre og ferre 
tanks og maskingevser, og flere 
og flere motiv som blomster, dyr 
og landskaper. 

litt&kta 

Elisabeth Eides foredrag var 
svaert interessant og direkte. Huh 
kunne fortelle at i 1978 var det 
pa Kabul universitet 10 prosent 
kvinnelige professorer. I dagens 
Norge er det omtrent samme 
andel kvinnelige professorer pS 
norske universiteter. Sa foiskjel- 
len er kanskje ikke sa stor som 
det ofte kan virke. Hennes fore- 
drag ble underbygget av stem- 
ningsbilder, og egne opplevelser: 
En afghansk venninne fortalte 
henne at hun reiste til Kabul 
(selvsagt med mannlig pabudt 
folge) og krevde a snakke med de 
ansvarlige blant Taliban for a 
fortelle sin mening om deres feil- 
siteringer fia Koranen om kvin- 
ner og utdanning. (Koranen gir 
bide kvinner og menn rett til ut- 
danning, noe som ikke alltid blir 
etterlevet.) 

Av Nelly Kroksnes 
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KN tilbake i Kabul 

Pragmatiske brudd med UDs og FNs taliban-politikic 



Alt i tidlig desember gjen- 

apnet Kirkens N0dhjelp sitt 
kontor i taliban-kontrollerte 
Kabul. €gsa den norske 
Afghanistankomiteen er pa 
vci lilbake. Det skjer tross 
det norske utenriksdeparte- 
mentets og FN-systemets 
oppfordring om at inter- 
nasjonale mOer forel0pig 
ikke b0r etablere seg i den 
afghanske hovedstaden. 

• ODD leiEBAK 

Mangel pa sikkerhet og behov for 
bedre koordinering av bistanden er 
begninnelsen fra norsk UD og FN- 
systemet. 

- Vart utgangspunkt er a hjelpe 
det afghanske folket. De er blant de 
fattigste i verden. liar vasrt gjennom 
to tiar med krig og bar det seineste 
;"irot vxrl laiiiniol .iv joidskjolv og 
Horn. Doilbr iniU;n- vi lmi pragma- 
tisk holdniiig, og liar i det siiia star- 
U'l opp igjcii virksoTiilick'ii ogsa (ra 
Kabul, sier Afghanistan-medarbei- 
dcr Anders Timsstad i Kirkens N«»d- 
lijt-lp. 

l-'oi clopig har ingen av KNs to in- 
ternnsjonalt ansatlc vairt tilbake i 
clou afghanske liovedsladcii. men 
planen er a gjore en sonderingsreise 
i begynnelsen av roars. 

NfryskOte. Ifeige Tunstad har orga- 
nisasjonen,^!^|j5net sitt kontor i 
sine gamle lokaler og ikke flyttet til 
den tekniske hoyskolcn. dit taliba- 
nenc onsker a sanile de utcnlandske 
NGOcne. 

- Om V! \il gjore dot avhenger av 
flfi-c ling, men foirUipig or ticl ikke- 
aknicll. sidon del (.■<■ ?iicr snakk om 
on ruin onn oni en iiy.triiing, f)ni(;il- 
Icndi- icp;ii.isj(inci- in:i til lor .11 del 
skal bli brukbarc konlorci' her, .sicr 
ban. 

Kontor i h0yskole-ruin. General.se- 
kretcTr i Afghanistankomiteen. Jacki 
Ilolniboc represeiitorcr den andre 
av de to norske NGOene som driver 
bisland i forhold til afghancre. Hun 
Ibrleller ai landsstyict i Afghanist- 
ankomiteen allerede i slutten av no- 
vember i Ijor gjoiclc vcdtak om at 
man villo Ibrholdo scg pragniaiisk 
til talibanene. 

- Den avi.ilcn vi iifi li.ir nndortog- 
iicl iiiiifh;i-]oi al vih.ncskal li.i kon- 
tor og ikke bolig pa den tekniske 
hoyskolen. Fra starten vil var tilste 
devicrclse ogsa heller vtere sym- 
bolsk. Pa den andrc siden er det 
svaert vanskelig a arbeide inne i Af- 
ghanistan uten noen avtale med ta- 
liban-regjeringen. forsetter Holm- 
boe. 

Bare pa landsbygda. Anders Fange 
cr den sven^ Afghanistankomite- 
ens leder i Peishawar. Han er ogs4 en 
av de vestlige vetcranene i forhold til 
hjclpcnrbcid for Afghanistan. Til Bi- 
standsaktuelt sier han at man kan 
drive hjelpearbeid i storrc deler av 
landet i direkte samarbeid med lo- 
kalc lederc og dernied unnga tali- 
ban-rt'gjc-riiigon i Kalinl. - Var jioli- 
tikk er ogsa a stille krav. for eksem- 
jicl at det ogsa skal v;prc ct skoletil- 
bud 111 jcntcf. I'Vir vi ikko sliko .ivl.i- 
ler llyltof vi Iu-IUt vAr vii-ksomhel 
til en annen del av landct. tilliaycr 
hail. 

Evakuering. ix-n 20. jnii l fjor cva- 
kniTlo allc de inliTtiasjonale liji-lpc- 




Norske ffivillige organisasjoner er pa ve 
bistandstrafikken. 

arbcidcrne Kabnl. inkUidert Kirkens 
Nodhjelp og Alghaiiistankoniileen. 
Bare Den internasjonaie Rode Kors- 
komileen beboldt utlendinger i 
byen. TN-appaialet Ibrtsatlc .sill hjel- 
pearbeid via lokalt ansatte. 

Tidlij; i .nij;iisl l>le In lok.ill I'N- 
aiis.illc inyrdet i Jalalabad, like i>vrr 
grensa fra Pakistan. Heller ikke i det- 
te tilfellet viste taliban noen vilje til 
a finne de skyldige. En ytterlig for- 
verring av sikkerheten for utlen- 
dinger kom etter at USA i august 
bombet mal i Afghanistan som skul- 
le vaere baser til den satidiarabiske 
terroristen Osama bin Laden. 

Norsk polttikk. Bistandsarbeidet i 
forhold til Afghanistan har lenge 
^rt dSrlig koordinert. De seinere ar 
har det internasjonaie samfiinnet. 
inkhisiv Noige. lagt ncd mye aibeid 
i a bedre pa dette. for a (a til mindre 
overlapping og mer effektiv bistand. 

- Kobrdineringen er ogsa viktig 
av hcn.syn til sikkerhet og i forhold 
til a unnga al Uilibancnc splitter gi- 
versamfunnet, Sajrlig gjelder dette i 
forhold til menneskerettigheter ge- 
iierell og kvinners rollc spcsiell. iiii- 
derslreker slalssekrelier U>iv l.mide 
i Uteiiriksdcpartcnicnlct. 

Liintle sier ogsa at dcnne |iolii ik- 
ken cr noye diskutert med de norske 
NGOene. - Vi anbcfaler dcm holler 
ikke ."1 (ipprclle konlorer iiine i lan- 



tilbake til Kabul, tross talibanenes krav om sterkere kontroll av 

FOTO: AMIR SHAH. SCAUnx 

det for FN h;ir komniel rraiii til !os- 
ninger med talibanene og lor sikker- 
heten er avklart. 

- Pa den andre siden kan vi ikke 
dirigcre deni, de har dcrcs rollc og vi 
har var, pa samme mate som ogsa 
R«i(l»< Kors arlH-idrr ill fni sill man 
<lal oin iioylralilcl og 1l hjcl|M: allc. 
f ^ sier statssekretaeren. 



Det er svaert 
vanskelig 
a arbeide 
inne i 

Afghanistan 
uten noen 
avtale med 

taliban- 
regjeringen. 

Jacki Hotmboe, 
generalsekretcr 
i Afghanistan- 
komiteen. 



Riktig bruk viktipt. Ifelge Lunde cr 
det ikke aktuelt a redusere overfo- 
ringer fra Utenriksdepartementet ti! 
de norske organisasjoner selv om de 
skuUe trappe opp tilstedeva?relsen 
inne i landet. 

- Det viktigste for oss i den sani- 
menheng erat bistanden briikes rik- 
tig. sarlig i forhold til de overordnc- 
de mal om a bedre menneskerettig- 
heter og forholdene for kvinner, .w- 
sluttcr ban. 

I hovedsak har norsk humanil;cr 
bistand til Afghanistan va;rt giti 
over Utenriksdepartementets nod- 
hjelpsbevilgning. For perio<lcn 1980- 
1998 har det samlet blitt Ix'vilgel 
omlag 1,1 milliarder kroner. Halv- 
parlen av pengene har giitt til FN-sys- 
tenu't og del inlcrnasjonale Rwde 
Kors. 

Den andre halvdclcn hargatt • ' 
norske frivillige orgaiiisasif 
si.ste arene har bevilgnii, 
ca r;o mill, kr arlig. Ogsii ; 
for ><)')'} er av <lemic sim i els. 



USA-flende kan ikke lenger operere fra Afghanistan ^^femiofu^-? ^^^^ 

Taliban bar bnitt 

med bin Laden 



En ay US As hovedfiender 
er blitt usams med sitt 
afghanske veitskap. Na 
frister Osama bin Laden 
en isolert tilvaerelse i 0de- 
marken - uten satellitt- 
telefon. 

TIM WEINER/ 

NEW YORK TIMES 

Washington 

Osama bin Laden, mannen som 
USA anklager for terror i stor stil, 
har hatt et dramatisk oppgj0r 
med silt afghanske vertskap, som 
i tre kr har holdt sin vernende 
hind over ham. Det er tvilsomt 
om han heretter vil kunne operere 
med Afghanistan som base, sier 
amerikanske embedsmenn 
h0yt nivli. 

Tre USA-representanter og to 
utsendinger fra Taliban, den vaep- 
nede religi0se bevegelsen som 
hersker over Afghanistan, kan for- 
telle om et heftig sammenst0t 



Talibans dilemma 

En prominent Taliban-represen- 
tant, Abdul Hakeem Mujahid, 
fremholder ipent at bin Laden er 
blitt et problem for vertskapet: 

- Hans tilstedevaerelse er ikke 
til beste for det afghanske folk, 
men et dilemma for den afghans- 
ke ledelsen, sier han. Det vil ta seg 
dirlig ut om det islamske Taliban 
svikter en sann muslim. 

Det er uklart hvor bin Laden be- 
finner seg akkurat ni. Det eneste 
man vet er at han og hans over- 
vikere fra Taliban er p& stadig 
nyttefot i den afghanske Qellhei- 
men, sier USA-representantene. 

Taliban har sendt en utsending 
til USA for a fmne ut hvordan man 
kunne behandle bin Laden pi en 
mite som USA kan vaere tilfreds 
med, men uten dermed i forride 
en troende muslim. Taliban har 
ogsk forespurt Saudi-Arabia om 
landet vil pita seg ansvaret for 
hans koner og bam, sier Taliban- 
representanten, som i likhet med 
de tre USA-representantene vil 
vaere anonym. 



med paf0lgende brudd. Skyteva- 
pen skal ha vaert i bruk da bin La- 
dens liwakter og en gruppe spesi- 
elt utnevnte Taliban-representan- 
ter kom i tottene pi hverandre. 

Etter sammenst0tet ble bin La- 
den forvist fra Kandahar, byen 
hvor han har hatt sitt hovedkvar- 
ter i Afghanistan. Sammen med 
koner og bam er han blitt f0rt til 
et avsidesliggende sted i Qellene 
og fratatt satellitt-telefoner og an- 
net utstyr, fremgir det av be- 
retninger til New York Times. 

Terror og h0yteknologi 

Takket vaere avansert telekom- 
munikasjon har bin Laden kunnet 
planlegge og samordne terrorist- 
aksjoner sammen med sine radi- 
kale tilhengere verden rundt, slik 
amerikaneme ser det. De ankla- 
ger ham for i ha ledet den blodige 
bombeterroren mot to ameri- 
kanske ambassader i Afrika sist 
august. 

- Det er gnisninger mellom ham 
og Taliban, sier en av de ledende 
USA-representantene. - For f0rste 
gang har de fors0kt i stagge ham 
og fors0kt i begrense mulighete- 
ne til kommunikasjon. Dette er et 
godt tegn. 

Den landflyktige saudi-arabe- 
ren er ipenbart ikke lenger velsett 
som gjest hos Taliban-regimet. 
Men det er stadig intet som tyder 
pi at det vil im0tekomme USAs 
krav om utlevering. 



Dramatisk oppgjor 

Representantene for USA og Tali- 
ban gir naermest likelydende ver- 
sjoneravbruddet: 

Det vakte raseri blant bin La- 
dens egne liwakter da et 10-talls 
Taliban-representanter gjorde 
det klart at de heretter ville overta 
jobben. If0lge en av beretningene 
ble det avfyrt skuddsalver med 

automatvipen. Tre dager senere 
ble bin Ladens liwakter formelt 
erstattet med medlemmer av Tali- 
bans etterretningstj eneste og 
utenriksdepartement. De fikk in- 
struks om i p^e at bin Laden 
ikke lenger fikk vise seg offentlig. 

Uten telef on 

- Vir ledelse besluttet i kutte all 
hans kommunikasjon. Til og med 
hans telefon er blitt fratatt ham, 
sier Mujahid, som Taliban-regi- 
met har utnevnt tn sin faste repre- 
sentant ved FN. 

- Han har fitt vite at ingen ut- 
lending vil fi tale med ham. Ti liv- 
vakter er skaffet til veie for ham. 
Liwaktenes oppgave er i over- 
vike ham og pise at han ikke 
kommer i kontakt med noen ut- 
lending eller g30r bruk av noe 
kommunikasjonssystem i Afgha- 
nistan. Han er ni isolert. 



USA har gjort mange fors0k pi 
i overtale Taliban til i utlevere 
bin Laden. Kravet om utlevering 
ble gjentatt da viseutenriksminis- 
ter Karl F. Inderfurth for en mi- 
ned siden m0tte Talibans uten- 
riksminister, Jalil Akhund, i Paki- 
stan. Taliban fastholder at en ut- 
levering ikke kommer pi tale da 
dette ville vaere uforenlig med is- 
lamsk lov og afghansk gjestevenn- 
skap. 

Hvordan vinne bistand? 

Den radikale islamske bevegelsen 
har fi venner i verden, men f0ler 
ni ipenbart et desperat behov for 
intemasjonal anerkjennelse og 
0konomisk bistand. Det vil fi nte 
av begge deler si lenge den holder 

sin vernende hind over ham. 

Selv om gjensidig mistro van- 
skeliggj0r et samarbeid, og det in- 
nen amerikansk etterretning er 
adskillig skepsis til om Taliban 
noen gang vil svikte bin Laden, er 
her minst tre l0sninger som USA 
vil kunne godta, sies det pi h0yt 
nivi i Washington: 

• Taliban kan i hemmelighet r0- 
pe bin Ladens tilholdssted i Af- 
ghanistan til andre lands etter- 
retningsagenter. 

• Taliban vil diskret kunne utle- 
vere ham til et av nabolandene, 
der amerikanske etterretnings- 
agenter eller politifolk vil kunne 
fors0ke i pigripe ham. 

• Taliban kan holde bin Laden un- 
der fast kontroU, isolert fra om- 
verdenen, i hip om at han etter 
hvert vil svinne bort som kilde til 
anti-amerikansk terror. 

Enkelte amerikanske represen- 
tanter ser den siste l0sningen som 
den beste, fordi man da ikke l0per 
den risiko i g30re bin Laden til 
martyr, noe som kunne gi st0tet til 
nye angrep fra hans tilhengere. 
Andre mener han mi pigripes, 
koste hva det vil 

Afghanistan er det tryggeste 
sted i verden for meg, uttalte bin 
Laden i flor. Hvis dette ikke lenger 
stemmer, har han svaert fi altema- 
tiver, slik amerikaneme ser det. 
Somalia kan vaere en mulighet og 
Irak en annen, men det ville vaere 
svaert vanskelig for ham i flytte til 
et annet land uten i bli oppdaget. 
Og ingen nasjon vil kunne gi ham 
den beskyttelse han hittil har 
nydt godt av. 

Norsk enerett: Aftenposten 
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NARKOJAKT med Taliban 



Fly Met med 
heroinfabrikk 





HEROINPRODUSENT: - Kona og barna misliker det jeg gjor, og forbanner meg, sier Bazgul. 
hUten tal^Mt vmre fyirens innbiingende virksomhet kan sonnene ta heyere utdanning. 
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-En 
religi0s 
plikt fra 
Koranen 



JALALABAD (Dagbla- 
det): Taliban benekter at 
det er ytre press som 
har utiost r«gimets heUi- 
ge krig mot nartao-ondet 
-Det er en religios 
plikt, en forpliktelse i 
heiibidd til Koranen og 
profeten Muhammed. 
Narkotikaeo ^elegger 
menneskw foSde fysisk 
og Sndelig, sier Abdul 
Hamid Akhundicada. 
Han er Talibans leder 
for bekjempelse av nar- 
kotika. 

Bruk av rusmidler er 
strengt forbudt av "Tali- 
ban, som kontrollerer 
cirka 80 prosent av Af- 



ghanistan. OfTisielt lln- 
nes det knapt narkoti- 
kamisbruk i disse om- 
rSdene, men misbruk 
foregSr i det skjulte, og 
sykehusene mottar sta- 
dig folk med narkopro- 
blemer. 

Gattg pS ^ng under- 
streker Akhundzada at 
det ef llalibai) som pS 
eget initiativ har innle- 
det oflensiven mot nar- 
koproduksjonen, og at 
det er hensynet til lan- 
dets egen befolkning 
som stSr i forste rekke. 
Likevel er det klart at 
Taliban-regimet i lang 
tid forgjeves har swkt 



internasjonal anerkjen- 
nelse. Men ikke minst 
fordi den terrormis- 
tenkte Osama bin La- 
den har fStt oppholde 
seg'i landet, er forhol- 
det til USA og en lang 
rekke andre land svaert 
dirlig. 

Dersem Taltbsm nS 
gjor et krafttak for & 
sl& ned ttariUitika. 
produksi^iieii, kan 
dette S}0re veien til in- 
tamasjonal aksept 
langt enklcrc. 

Kilder Dagbladet har 
snakket med i Pakistan, 
tror at 'Mbans heHige 
krig mot narkotikaen 



kan vuf^rc un del av en 
avtale med USA I'ov S 
normalisore I'orbindel- 
sono niolluiii Taliban og 
resten av verden. 

Taliban tjener i dag 
selv penger narkoti- 
kaproduksjonen gjen- 
nom forskjelligo skatt- 
legginger og avgifter. 
Det franske instituttet 
OGD har anslStt inn- 
tektenc til 150 millioncr 
kroner. Ingen Dagbla- 
det har snakket med, 
tror imi<ik«lid disse 
pengene er sfi viktige at 
det vD legge begrens- 
ninger p& Talibans krig 
mot heroinen. 



PESHAWAR 
(Dagbladet): 
Pakistanske 
Bazgul (46) er blitt 
tvunget til ^ flytte 
sin lille mobile 
heroinfabrikk over 
til Afghanistan. 
Taliban-regimet 
har erklaert heilig 
krig mot ham og 
andre narko- 
produsenter. 

Bazgul er en av et utall smSpro- 
dusenter av heroin som opere- 
rer i rjelloinrA<ioni; mullom Af- 
ghanistan og Pakistan. 

Med de enkleste redskaper 
og ct par nicdlijclpere kan han 
produsere et halvt tonn he- 
roin i uka. 

- Det er sva?rt enkelt, og man 
trenger ikke mye erfaring for S 
produsere heroin av hoyeste 
kvaliU't. Ulslyicl hcstSr av en 
morter, stoi c kjelcr og en prcs- 
se. Du trenger ikke mye plass 
heller, bare et lite rom. Beg- 
rensningene ligger i cm kjele- 
ne er store nok, dessuten lukter 
del vondt, sier Bazgul, som har 
drevet sin lille heroinlab siden 
1978. 

ISO fabrikker 

Dagbladet mptle heroinprodu- 
senten i Peshawar. Han onsker 
k vuL-re anonym av hensyn til 
sin egen sikkerhet. Selv bor 
han i ct av <ie lovlpse stamme- 
omrSdene pS den pakistanske 
siden av grensa. 

Den siste tida har imidlertid 
l>r(>bUMiiei)t> for narkoprodu- 
senten blitt sS store i Pakistan, 
at han har flyttet sin mobile 
heroinlabover grensa til Afgha- 
nistan. Han betaler skatt til Ta- 
liban. 

- Bare i det omridet jeg hol- 
der til, er det i alle fall 150 smi 
fabrikker, fortelier han. 

Foraktet av familien 

Men Bazgul tjener ogsS godt p& 
sin virks(»niliet. K0r var han 
bussjSf«jr, men p& slutteri av 70- 
tallet kom en europeer til om- 
raUct livor Bazgul boddo. Man 
solgte billig heroin til lokalbe- 
folkningen, slik at Bazgul og 
andre ble avhengige, og laerte 
dem S lage stoffet selv. 

I ti ir var Bazgul slave av 
heroinen. har han kuttet ut 
stoffet, men fortsetter i fram- 
stille det. 

- Heroinmisbruk er en syk- 
dom, en vond ting. Jeg liker ik- 
ke det jeg holder pS med. Men 
hvordan kan jeg ellers tjene li- 
ke godt? Jeg ville sluttet der- 
som jeg kunne tjene like mye 
pi andre ling, men del ei- lilt for 
seintS bli bussjSf0r igjen. Dess- 
uten ei- jeg bare produsent, jeg 
levercr ikke stoffet til folk. 

Andre fSr ta ansvaret, me- 
ner ban. 

Tyske kjemikalier 

Ingrediensene i heroinproduk- 
sjonen er lett tilgjengeligo, all 
er lokale varer med unntak av 
en besteml type kjemikalier 
som la)niiiu'r fra 'IVskland. 

-For & lage el kilo heroin, 
trenger jeg seks kilo rSopium, 
ot kilo kjemikalier, el kilo sink 
og ct kilo kalk. Dclle koker jeg 
sammen, I0rker det og lar del 
ligge i tre dager. Da har jeg el 
kilo fin heroin, sier han. 



Hellig 

krig mot 
heroinen 



JALALABAD 
(Dagbladet): 
Taliban-regimet i 
Afghanistan har 
erklaert hellig krig 
mot narkotika- 
produksjon. Dag- 
bladet var med da 
Taliban for forste 
gang viste fram 
de odelagte 
heroinfabrikkene. 

Vi fikk se to heroinfabrikker i 
Qellene som var blitt odelagt 
for en droy uke siden. Ytterli- 
gere seks fabrikkcr var ogsS 
blitt angrepet. 

Dette er ferste gang myn- 
dighetene i Afghanistan sl^r 
til mcd hard h^nd mot den 
onifattcnde nurkoproduksjo- 
ncn. 

Dorsom T\iliban mhmum' al- 
vor invil kaiMiKuijcii, kati di'l 
innebcure et alvorlig skig moL 
herointrafikken verdens- 
basis. 

Alghanislan er i dag on av 
verdens desiderl sterste pro- 
(luscnter av opiiinisvalimic og 
heroin. 80 prosent av ail he- 
roinen som brukes i Norge, 
har sitt utgangspunkt i det 
krigsheijede landet. 

Blir damt 

Lille julaften utstedle Tali- 
bans mektigc UmUm-, niulla 
Omar, et dekrot hvor ban be- 
ordret odeleggelse av de hem- 
melige laboratoriene som for- 
edler opium til heroin. 

NA er ordren blitt iverk- 
satt. 

I den ostlige Nagarhar-pro- 
vinsen rundt byen Jalalabad 
er allerede 34 laboratorier 
0delagt, og rundt 15 personer 
arrestert. De vil bli stilt for Ta- 
libans religitfse domstoler, og 
kan vente seg harden (ongsols- 
straffer og store bolci-. 

Opiumsiikrene ligger tett i 
tett, og i de ville fjellcne mot 
grensa til Pakistan opererer 
de skjulte fabrikkene som 
foredler rdopiumet til mor- 
finbase og heroin. 

Stoffet smugles gjerne over 
Qellene til de lovl0se stamme- 
omrSdene i Pakistan og vide- 
re ut til kysten eller gjennom 
de sentralasiatiske republik- 
kene, for det havner p5 gata i 
Vesten. 

Tungt bevaepnet 

Sammen med journahslor fra 
Pakistan, h\v nagbkuict latt 
med fra Jalalabad til de mitr- 
lagte heroinfabrikkene 
cirka 80 kilometer unna. 
Etter et par timers kjo- 



ring gjennom et goldt 0rken- 
landskap, kom vi I'ram til no- 
en sm^ steinhus ved foten av 
det mektige Banda-ljellet, ti 
timers gango IVa til Pa- 

kistan, i dissc- draiiialiske 
fjellomrSdene gjemmer her- 
oinprodiisentene .seg. 

Av frykt for angrep fra lo- 
kale stammefolk eller narko- 
tikabander ble vi eskortert 
av et femtitalls Taliban-sol- 
dater bevaepnet med baerba- 
re panserraketter, maskinge- 
vaer og kalasjnikover. 

Sur rtsyklukt hang ibrtsalt 
igjen utenfor husene hvor 
narkotika og kjemikalier var 
blitt brent bare noen IS dager 
tidligere. Sckker med 
opiuinsavt'all la slciigl nmdt. 
lit hvitt pulviT, Uolig kalk, li 
spredt wtenlbr og inno i huse- 
ne. Bare i imi av disso fabrik- 
kene arbeidet luclloni 70 og 
100 mennesker. 

I en liten steinbrakke kun- 
ne de produscre nicUoni 200 
og 300 kilo heroin daglig. 

If^lge de arresterlo arbei- 
derne, skal eieriie av fabrik- 
ken VtEre Afridi-klanen i Pa- 
kistan. 

Vil forby dyrkingen 

'I\ilibans aksjoiier innevarsler 
trolig noe nytt i bekjempelsen 
av narkotikaproiluksjonen. 
Ingen iitenlbrstiiLMiile Dagbla- 
det har snakket med, tror at 
det bare er snakk om et pro- 
paganda framst0t. 

- Dette er meget positivt. 
Jeg tror det dreier seg om be- 
gynnelsen pS en kampanje 
som vil gjennom fores over he- 
le Afghanistan. Dette er et 
gjennombrudd, sier lederen 
for FNs narkotikaprogram 
UNDCP i Nagarhar-provin- 
sen, Mohammad Nasib. 

Taliban vil p^ sikt forby 
dyrkingen av opiumsvalmue. 

Motivert av Islam 

Den religiose dimensjonen i 
Talibans narkotikabekjem- 
pelse mS imidlertid ikke un- 
dervurderes. Dette islamistis- 
ke regimet styrer med ut- 
gangspunkt i Koranen og is- 
lamsk hellig lov, sharia. 

Da vi var vei tilbake fra 
de odelagte heroinfabrikkene, 
stoppet plutselig kortesjen. 
Taliban-.soldalenc vaskt't hen- 
dene t)g folli'iu' i en I'iellbekk, 
la fra seg maskingevu*rene og 
panserrakettene og knelte p3 
en lilen grasslelte for ii be. 



Hre mlllloner 
misbrukere 



PESHAWAR 
(Dagbladet): 
Ved et uttorket 
elveleie utenfor 
Peshawar og 
ved jernbanelin- 
ja midt i byen 
sitter de og roy- 
ker heroin. De 
er blant Pakis- 
tans fire millio- 
ner narkomane. 

Misbruket har eks- 
plodert de siste 20 
^ra, og Pakistan er i 
dag et av de landene i 



verden som har st0rst 
narkoproblemer. Tro- 
lig fmnes over fire 
millioner misbrukere 
i Pakistan, et land 
med mellom 130 og 
140 millioner innbyg- 
gere. Hele to millio- 
ner mennesker mis- 
bruker heroin. 

Behandlingsmu- 
lighetene er fi, og 
problemet ser ikke ut 
til S ha noen l0sning. 

F0r Afghanistan- 
krigen i 1979 var her- 
oin nesten 
ukjent i Pakis- 
tan. Men 



grunn av de lovlose 
tilstandene som kri- 
^ .gen forte med seg, og 
"inulighetene for §l tjene-sterer 
penger, begynte produksjo- 
iien. 

Dette har rammet Pakistan 
hardt. Landet er et viktig 
transittland for heroin fra Af- 
ghanistan. Stoffet smugles 
over grensa og inn i stamme- 
omr&dene hvor pakistanske 
myndigheter har liten eller 
ingen kontroll. Dette er et el- 
dorado for illegal virksom- 
het. Her selges narkotikaen i 
basarene og fraktes videre til 
kysten. 

OgsS pS pakistansk side av 
grensa var det tidligere en 
omfattende dyrking av opi- 
iim og produksjon av heroin, 
men dette er de siste par ^e- 
ne sterkt redusert. Produk- 
sjonen i Afehanistan pUg^r 
imidlertid med uforminsket 
styrke. 

Mye g&r til eksport, men 
store mengder konsumeres i 
Pakistan. 

92tonn brukes iriig 

Heroin av lav kvalitet f^ du 
kj0pt svaert billig. Anslagsvis 
92 tonn heroin brukes irlig i 
Pakistan. 

Til nk har royking av stof- 
fet vaert det vanlige. Men 
~ spr0ytebruken er tiltaken- 
de, og man frykter en eks- 
Iilosjon av hiv og aids i Pa- 
Idstan dersom denne tren- 
den fortsetter. 



I en grotte ved et utt0rket 
elveleie utenfor Peshawar 
sitter tre veteraner fra kri- 
gen i Afghanistan og r0yker 
heroin. Hula er stinn av 
r0yk. 

- Framtida er den sikre 
d0d hvis vi ikke fir hjelp, 
sier Faroh (37). 

Han var tidligere offiser i 
den a^hanske regjerings- 
hseren. Faroh viser oss en 
fillete lapp. Det er ventesed- 
delen pS en behandlings- 
plass han sannsynligvis ald- 
ri vil f§L brukt. 

Rayker hele dagen 

Faroh og kameratene Zal- 
may (31) og Aghagul (38) 
bruker hele dagen p^ her- 
oinr0yking n4r de ikke tig- 
ger penger. Hjemme i flykt- 
ningeleiren har de alle fami- 
lier og barn. 

Afehaneme i Pakistan er 
ikke en gang med i den offi- 
sielle statistikken over mis- 
brukerne. Men narkoproble- 
mene blant flyktningene er 
store. 

Steinhaug 

Like utenfor hula viser Ag- 
hagul fram en avlang haug 
med stein. Dette er graven 
til Salim, som bukket under 
for to uker siden. En lang 
rekke slike hauger ligger i 
omr^det rundt. 

Risikoen er stor for at og- 
sii de tre krigskameratene 
vil sin siste hvile under 
smdstein og grus ved et el- 
veleie utenfor Peshawar. 
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PESHAWAR (Dagbla- 
det): Fortvilte Seeran 
Gul (30) har tatt med 
seg fern maneder 
gamie Hammda til 
behandlingssenteret 
for narkomane i flykt- 
nfngleiren Khorasan 
utenfor Peshawar. 
Begge er de slaver av 
opium. 

Mamma spiser opium, og Hammda 
har fktt stoffet gjennom morsmelka. 
De er begge avhengige, og er to av 
mange som n& s0ker hjelp for ^ bli 
kvitt sitt narkoproblem. I bakgirden 
til behandlingsstedet kryr det av 
narkomane barn og kvinner. Her fir 
de s&rt tiltrengt helsetilsyn og opp- 
fOlging for i bli kvitt avhengigheten. 

Opium medisin 

Behandlingssenteret drives av den 
pakistanske organisasjonen Nejat, 
og kan tilby misbrukerne en mineds 
awenning og ett irs oppfolgning 
sammen med familien. 

I mangel vanlige medikamen- 
ter, blir opium brukt som medisin 
blant disse flyktningene. Behand- 



J y 



lingssenteret yter vanlige helsetje- 
nester, slik at kvinnene og barna 
slipper k bruke opium mot sine li- 
delser. 

Kvinneproblem 

I Khorasan bor over 1600 familier 
som har flyktet til Pakistan fra kri- 
gen i Afghanistan. De fleste tilhorer 
folkegruppen turkmenerne. I denne 
leiren er opiumsmisbruket svaert ut- 
bredt, sserlig blant kvinnene. Turk- 
menerne er kjent for for i vaere dyk- 
tige teppevevere. De eksklusive tep- 
pcne som havncr pS golvcne hos rik- 
folk verden over, blir laget i enkle 
vevstoler pi skitne leirgolv. Det er 
vanlig at barna deltar i produksjo- 
nen. Teppene er den viktigste inn- 
tektskilden for disse lutfattige men- 
neskene. 

Dayver smertene 

Arbeidet er hardt. For i holde ut sli- 
tet og d0yve smertene, spiser kvin- 
nene gjerne opium. 

Barna fir ogsd opium smurt pi 
leppene eller lagt i munnen slik at 
de skal vaere rolige nir mamma ar- 
beider. De yngste barna blir bed0- 
vet ved at de fir opium gjennom 
morsmelka og ved at opium blir 
smurt pi brystvortene. 



Opium blir tradisjonelt brukt som 
medisin. Resultatet blir avhengighet 
og nedbrytning av kroppen. For dis- 
se folkene er opiumsmisbruket ikke 
bare et fysisk problem, men ogsi en 
skam. Og det er kvinnene og barna 
som er mest utsatt. - . 

Opium to ganger daglig 

Bare fem minutters gange fra ; be- 
handhngssenteret sitter Eid Gul' (43) 
og ammer Jamila (1). Pi et lite rom i 
ei leirhytte bor to voksne og fem 
bam. I girdsrommet utenfor ligger 
to vevstoler rctt pi loirjorda. Her ve- 
ver Eid Gul sine vakre tepper.^ , 

Hun spiser opium to ganger dag- 
lig. Ogsi hennes mann Sultan (55) 
og dattereri Biag Sultan (6) er mis- 
brukere. Bare de to siste barna har 
til ni unngitt i bli slaver av det 
lindrende stoffet. 

-Jeg begynte fordi jeg hadde 
vondt i hodet. Ni har jeg spist opium 
daglig i ti ir. Det er et stort problem. 
Jeg skulle 0nske jeg kunne slutte, og 
at ogsi datteren min kunne bh kvitt 
problemet, forteller Eid Gul stille. 
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PESHAWAR (Dagbla- 
det): Roomal (14) er et 
offer for krig delvis fi- 
nansiert med narko- 
penger, Na trosser han 
sitt handikap og vil bli 
skomaker. Gutten for- 
sorger hele familien. 

For to siden gikk Roomal 
sammen med en kamerat over et 
jorde i Kabul, Afghanistans 
krigsherjede hovedstad. Plutse- 
lig eksploderte en landmine. 
Roomal fikk venstrehanda revet 
av og splinter i hele kroppen. 
Kameraten slapp uskadd fra det 
hele. 

bor Roomal sammen med 
familien i flyktningleiren Nasar 
Bagh utenfor Peshawar i Paki- 
stan. Faren er blitt sinnslidcmdo 
som f0lge av krigstraumer og 
kan ikke S0rge for famihen. 

Som eldstemann blant ^tte 
sosken, Roomal ta ansvar. 
Han er nodt til k sikre familien 

iiintekter, og gdr n^ i skoma- 
kerlaire. 

- Jeg forbanner dem som la ut 
niincnc. Dc^ bar gjort alt i livrl 
mitt vanskeli^, sier den alvoi li- 
ge, unge mannen. 

Rundt 15 millioner landminer 
er blitt spredt rundt i Afghani- 
stan gjennom krigens forskjelli- 
ge laser. 

Narkotikapenger har va^rt 
med pa k betale v^pen og krig- 
foring i Afghanistan. 

Millioner i narkoskatt 

Narkopenger blitt blodpenger 
som har forarsaket d0d og for- 
dervelse. Da krigen i Afghani- 
stan l)r0t l0s lor alvor i 1979, eks- 
ploderte ogsi^ produksjoneii av 
opium og heroin. De loviose til- 
standene gjorde det enkelt for 
narkoprodusentene. 

Under den kalde krigen 



krigsskadde tlyktninger i Pe- 
shawar. 

Smiler aldri 

Til tross tor store funksjonshem- 
ninger, Ium-cm- i\c unge monnene 
a bli sveisere, blikkenslagere, 
snekkere. eller som Roomal, 
skomakere. 1 .->eks nianeder fore- 
gar oppteringen, s^ vil Roomal 
begynne a jobbe. 

vil jeg tjene penger til 
familien, sier han. 

Ilvke en eneste gang trekker 
Roomal pa smilebandet. Men 
nar han demonstrerer hva han 
har laert, jobber han sa svetten 
pipler frani pa panna. Stolt viser 
han hvordan han bruker mun- 
nen som ei-statning for handa 
han mistet. 

strommet pengenc til kampen 
mot Sovjet-ha^ren i Afghanistan 
fra mange hold, ikke minst fra 
LISA. Men ki'igen fortsatte etter 
at tie sovjc^tiskt.^ slyrktMie trakk 
seg ut i 1989. 

Kilder i FNs narkotikapro- 
gram (UNDCP) som Dagbladet 
snakket med i Afghanistan og 
Pakistan, sier det er liten tvil om 
at enkelte av de lokale krigsher- 
rene tjente gode penger p§ nar- 
koproduksjonen. Pa den maten 
var narkopengene med p^ a for- 
lenge krigforingen. 

Selv i dag tjener Taliban-mi- 
litsen millioner av kroner p^ 
narkoproduksjon gjennom 
skatter og avgiiler. 

Roomal og bans familie har 
som mange and re b(^talt dyrt for 
de lange arene med krig. Men 
Roomal er ogs^ heldig. Han har 
fkii laerlingplass p^ et senter for 
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PESHAWAR (Dagbla- 
det): I de lovlese stem- 
meomrSdene i Paki- 
stan omsettes vSpen 
og narkotika fritt. Men 
av og til blir det be- 
slagiagt. Dagbladet var 
med brenning av 
hasj, heroin og opium. 

I sin lille vSpenbod i en av ba- 
sarene utenfor Peshawar, viser 
den bestefar-aktige selgeren 
fram de dodbringende redskape- 
ne som om det skulle vaert hvil- 
ken som heist jernvare. En tysk- 
produsert kalashnikov kostcr 
1200 kroner, lilt biliigero cr del 
lokalt framstilte automatgevae- 
rct. En pumpchaglc clloi- rifle' I'iSv 
du for halve prisen. 

I naboboden seig^es feite 
klumper med svart hasj. 

I dette grenseomrSdet mot Af- 
ghanistan er det tilnaermet fri 
omsetning av narkotika. 

Her har pakistanske myndig- 
heter svaert liten kontroll, og alle 
utlendinger som reiser inn mS 
ha vaepnet vakt. 

Politisk void 

Pakistan plages i dag av et stort 
antall etniske, religiose og poli- 



tiske konflikter som Srlig ft»rer 
til store tap av menneskeliv. Det 
er ingen problemer t skafle vS- 
pen til disse gruppene gjennom 
illegale kanaler, gjerne med ut- 
gangspuiikt i stamincoinriidcne. 

En del av vSpentraiikken fi- 
nansieres uten tvil av narkopen- 
ger. Narkobaronene opererer i 
stammeomrSdene og beskytter 
sin virksomhet med tungt skyts, 
til og med luftvernkanoner. 

I Qor var det rundt 1000 poli- 
tiske drap i Karachi, ogf mye ty- 
der pi at politiske grupper i by- 
en er invoivert i narkotrafikken 
tor & flnansiere terrorvirksom- 
heten. 

Smuglernes paradis 

Fi"i stammoomrftdcnc i Pakistan 
smugles dop og en rekke andre 
varer gjennom Pakistan til kys- 
ton hvor de sondes mod skip til 
Europa eller andre deler av ver- 
den. 

Dagbladet var til stede da den 
pakistanske spesialstyrken for 
narkobekjempelse brant 1 1 tonn 
hasj, nesten 300 kilo heroin og 
130 kilo opium som var beslag- 
lagt i nord. Dette er bare en br0k- 
del av hva som smugles i disse 
omrddene. 

Bilbrenningen utenfor Pe- 
shawar var mer av symbolsk 
enn praktisk betydning. 
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JALALABAD (Dagbla- 
det): Opiumsdyrkingen 
sikrer livsgrunnlaget 
for tusenvis av fettige 
afghanske bonder og 
lokalsamf unn. - Det er 
hardt d brodfo en fami- 
ne 25 mennesker. Vi 
er nodt til S dyrke opi- 
um. Ingen andre vek- 
ster gir oss like store 
inntekter, sier Afsar 
Khan (24). 

Den unge bonden gSr en li- 
ten ^erflekk blant de lyse- 
gr0nne opiumsplantene. er 
det tynning og luking som er 
Afsars jobb, og han er allerede 
p& etterskudd p^ grunn av kraf- 
tig regnvaer den siste tida. Om 

et par mlineder er valmuen mo- 
den, og innh0stingen av rllopiu- 
men kan begynne. Dette er 
f0rste steget i prosessen som f0- 
rer fram til heroinen som selges 
for enorme summer i Vesten. ^- 
80-90 present av heroinen 
som brukes i Europa og Norge 
har sitt opphav pi dkrene til 
Afsar Khan og andre bonder i 
Afghanistan. 

Storproduksjon 

Afsars familie eier selv bare no- 
en f§L ikerlapper. I tillegg leier 
de land fra andre. PS de aller 
fleste jordene dyrker de opium- 
splanter, og det gj0r ogsS man- 
ge av naboene. 

Afear Khan holder til pS 
landsbygda bare en snau times 
kj0ring utenfor byen Jalalabad 
0st i Afghanistan. Dyrkingen av 
opiumsplanten foregSr overalt i 
dette omr&det. Bare i Nagarhar- 
provinsen rundt Jalalabad var 
det i Qor nesten 180 000 dekar 

med opiumsplanter. I hele Af- 
ghanistan var produksjonen av 
rdopium p4 over 3200 tonn,, og 
Nagarhar er ett av de viktigste 
om^dene for dehhe produksjo- 
^nen:'Krigsheijede Afehanistan 
er ett av verdens fattigste land, 
men i stedet for S dyrke matva- 
-rer, g^ nesten 640 000 dekar 
dyrket mark med til opium. 

Vil slutte 

-Jeg skulle gjeme ha dyrket 
noe annet, men har ikke r^d. 
Jeg vet det er gait og at opium 
skaper problemer for folk, sier 
Afsar Khan. 



Smuglet for familien 



PESHAWAR (Dagbladfi).^'^ > forteller Shalid 
Barn og ungdom utnyttes 
hensynslDst i narkotrafikken 1 
Pakistan. Mange sone 
lange fengselsstraffer. 

Shalid Rasool Khan (18) forlalte 
familien at han var busskonduk- 
t0r da han kom hjem med s^rt lil- 

-Jeg skal aldri smugle mer. 



Hans far er gammel og syk og 
kan ikke arbeide. Shalid ville bi- 
dra til den fattige familiens 0ko- 
nomi, og gjennom narkosmug- 
lingen kunne han tjene mange 
ganger mye som en vanlig 
jobb. 



trengte penger. I virkeligheten xtJ • ^ f '^^^^ smugle i 

smuglet han heroin, m bor han , kommer ut, skal jeg vir 

pS ei skitten brakke i et overfylt begynne som busskonduk 

fengsel fra forrige ^rhundre. ^^^^^ Shalid 

Fangene m5 sove pi 
golvet. 



I en av brakkene er 
det ovei- 180 fanger i ett 
rom. 



in 



Enkelte steder er det sS 
overfylt at de mS sove pS 
skift. De sanitsere forhol- 
denc er elendige. 

-Du laerer ei lekse i 
dette fengselet, konstate- 
rer han, og angrer bittert 
pS det han har gjort. 

-Jeg ble tatt med en 
halv kilo heroin. Tre gan- 
ger tidligere var det gitt 

beholdt 150 kroner iiolv fengsel i Peshawar etter a ha blitt tatt med 1/2 

f^a rt.'slen li] f.urniiicn. kilo heroin. 




Likevel kan det hende at Af- 
sar Khan om et par ^-dyrker 
l0k eUer hvete. I hans distrikt 
har det siden 1997 p&g^tt et pi- 
lotprosjekt, hvor FNs narkoti- 
kaprogram (UNDCP) har gStt 
inn for4 f^ b0ndene til §l dyrke 
andre vekster. I nsert samar- 
beid med lokalbefolkningen, 
forsoker UNDCP i fi slutt pS 

opiumsproduksjonen i l0pet av 
neste cir. 

Allerede har flere av Afear 
Khans naboer lagt om sin virk- 
somhet. 

-Yi gikk til det lokale eldste- 
rMet og ba dem om en 0nskelis- 
te. De ville ha en kanal for §l skaf- 
fe vann til jordene. Den graver vi 
n§L opp, forteller lederen for 
UNDCP i Jalalabad, Mohammad 
Nasib. 

Mullaer 

Lokalbefolkningen i dette om- 
r&det har f&tt sykehus og andre 
fasiliteter som kompensasjon 
for at de slutter med opium- 
sproduksjoen. Agronomer hjel- 
per bendene til & finne andre 
vekster. 

- Dessuten pr0ver vi k motive- 
re b0ndene. Dette er svaert tradi- 
sjonelle samfunn, og de lokale 
rehgi0se ledeme - mullaene - 
forteller derfor folk at det er i 
, strid med Koranen §l dyrke opi- 
um. Opiumsvalmuen er i tillegg 
svaert arbeidsintensiv, og b0nde- 
ne md ofte leie folk til k arbeide 
pS Skrene. Vi forteller dem at de 
kan dyrke mer lettstelte vekster, 
og dermed kanskje ha andre job- 
ber ved siden av. Fortjenesten 
kan bli like stor, selv om opiu- 



men i seg selv har den h0yeste 
prisen, forteller UNDCPs eks- 
pert p^ utvikling av lokalsam- 
funn i Jalalabad, Mizan-ur-Rah- 
man. 

Dette prosjektet er unikt i Af- 
ghanistan. Dersom det er vellyk- 
ket og det ficr intemasjonal st0t- 
te, kan det vaere en framgangs- 
m^te for ^ redusere opiumspro- 
duksjonen ogs^ andre steder i 
landet. 

Lokale oppkjapere 

Men det er langt igjen f0r det blir 
noen nedgang i opiumsproduk- 
sjonen i Afghanistan. 

Snarere okte produksjonen 
av opium med 16 prosent i Qor, 

og spredte seg til omrddene 
som tidligere ikke drev med 
opiumsdyrking. 

Betalingen er god. Afear 
Khan selger opium til lokale 
oppkj0pere, gjerne folk fra 
landsbyen. P& grunn av den 
d^rlige h0sten sist sesong, har 
prisene steget betraktelig. Afear 
sier han nS rundt 900 kroner 
kiloen for t0rr r&opium, og det 
er mye penger. 

De lokale oppkj0perne selger 
opiumen videre til heroinpro- 
dusentene pS de illegale basare- 
ne i grenseomr^dene mellom 
Pakistan og Afghanistan. Det 
skal rundt ti kilo rSopium til for 
k framstille en kilo heroin. N^ 
man vet at en kilo heroin i Nor- 
ge er verdt rundt en halv mil- 
lion kroner og salgsprisen p^ 
gata i Oslo er 1600 kroner gram- 
met, sier det seg selv at det ikke 
er Afear Khan og de afghanske 
b0ndene som sitter igjen med 
de store pengene. 



Taliban-militsen. Dermed apnes dora pa gl0tt for en normalisering av 
forholdet mellom Taliban og det internasjonale samfunnet. 




HELLIGE KRIGERE: Taliban-soldater ber fredagsbonnen i det fri etter at de for et par uker siden viste Dagbladet odeiagte heroin- 
"aboratoTier i Afghanistan. Den hellige krigen mot narkoproduksjonen kan vmre iedd i fomBkm pi a v.nne ';jf .^[J^^^^IIJf ^^^^^^^^ 
nelse. ° °' 

Taliban fl0rter 



JOHANNES W. 
L0VHAUG 



I lengre tid har Osama bin 
Laden gjemt seg i Afgha- 
nistan under TaMban^^egi- 
mets beskyttelse. Men nS 
er forholdet mellom bin 
^aden og Taliban ut til i 
ha kjoinet. Mye tyder at 
Taliban har vendt ham 
ryggen og ni Xo&r sine 
l^nd^. 

Et forste signal om en forver- 
ring av forholdet kom da bin 
Laden skulle treffe Talibans le- 
der, Mullah 
Omar, til fes- 
ten etter fas- 
temtneden 
ramadan. Bin 
Laden mcitte 
vente i to ti- 
mer f0r Mul- 
lah Omar 
dukket opp. 
Pi toppen av 
det hele ble 
bin Laden be- 
handlet me- 

get kj0lig. 

Dette var ikke mindre enn en 
blodig fomsermelse overfor en 
tidligere venn. Kort tid etter 
meldte Taliban at de hadde 
begrenset bin Ladens bevegel- 
sesfrihet. SS kom rapportene 
om at han var forsvunnet, og en 
serie med rykter om at han var 




dratt fra Afghanistan. Taliban 
har ikke bekreftet dette, men 
hevder at bin Laden ikke len- 
ger befinner seg i omr^der som 
er under Talibans kontroll. 
■ ■Alt dette skjedde etter at 
det hadde vaert samtaler mel- 
lom Taliban-ledelsen og ameri- 
kanske toppdiplomater i Pakis- 
tan og samtidig med spekula- 
sjoner om at USA pi ny kunne 
komme til i angripe Afghani- 
stan med krysserraketter. Ryk- 
teflommen omkring bin Laden 
ble av mange tolket som et for- 
s0k pi i forvirre amerikanerne 
i en lilspisset sitaiasjon. Men ni 
tyder mer og mer pi at det vir- 
kelig er et brudd mellom bin 
Laden og Taliban. I forrige uke 
skrev New York Times at det 
tidligere i ir oppsto et regelrett 
slagsmil mellom Taliban-sol- 
dater og bin Ladens liwakter. 
Hvis disse opplysningene 
stemmer, kan det vaere starten 
pi en vending i Talibans for- 
hold til det internasjonale sam- 
funnet, ikke minst til USA. 
■ ■ Ledelsen i Taliban har len- 
ge sett pi bin Laden som et 
problem og det storste hinderet 
for en inteMasiioiial anerkjen- 
nelse. Men det er mange grun- 
ner til at Taliban ikke har kun- 
net uilevere bin Laden. For det 
forste er han i betrakte som en 
gjest. og ifolge afghanernes 
strenge sereskodeks har han 



derfor krav pi beskyttelse. 
Dessuten er bin Laden en helt 
som var med i den hellige kri- 
gen mot de gudl0se russerne. 
Han har S0rget for viktige fi- 
nansieringskHder til den afg- 
hanske motstandskampen, og 
har i tillegg skaffet penger til 
sosiale tiltak, blant annet hjelp 
til enker og foreldrelose barn. 
Han har ikke bare en h0y stj er- 
ne blant mange afghanere, 
men er ogsi popiilaer i store de- 
ler av den muslimske verden. 
USAs demonisering av bin La- 
den som verdens terrorkonge 
har ogsi mectf^ at han er blitt 
et ikon for en voksende isla- 
mistisk bevegelse. Sympatien 
for bin Laden ble ikke mindre 
da USA i Qor sommer sendte 
krysserraketter for i drepe 
ham i Afehanistan. Ogsi Tali- 
ban risikerer reaksjoner fra si- 
ne muslimske br0dre dersom 
de for ipenlyst doHcer bin La- 
den i ryggen. 

■ ■Taliban kontroUerer i dag 

90 present av Afghanistan og 
har brakt en form for fred 'til 
det krigsheijede landet. Bare i 
nord foregir fortsatt krigs- 
handlinger, men fredssamtaler 
med den sikalte nordaUiansen 
skal etter jilanen begynne den- 
ne uka i Turkmenistan. Tali- 
bans st0rste 0nske er i bli an- 
erkjent som A^hanistans offi- 



sielle myndigheter. Til ni har 
bare tre land gjort dette, men 
med bin Laden ute av bildet 
kan forholdet til omverdenen 
lettere normaliseres. Et annet 
tegn pi Talibans im0tekom- 
menhet er at de ni har erklsert 
hellig krig mot den storstilte 
heroinproduksjonen i landet. 
Dagbladet var for et par uker si- 
den med da Taliban-mUitsen 
for f0rste gang viste fram Ode- 
iagte heroinfabrikker i de util- 
gjengelige fjellomridene pi 
grensa til Pakistan. Dersom Ta- 
hban mener alvor med narko- 
krigen. tilfredsstiUer de ogsi 
Vestens onske om at produ- 
sentlandene selv tar opp kam- 
pen mot narkotikaen. 

■ ■ Samtidig er det klart at Ta- 
liban fortsatt er et fanatisk re- 
gime som bide er brutalt og un- 
dertrykkende. Jenter fir ikke 
skolegang, kvinner mi vaere to 
talt tildekket og fir ikke arbei- 
de. Menn mi ha kort hir og 
langt skjegg. Listen over for- 
budte ting er lang. Nylig ble en 
rekke menn i Kabul angrepet 
av Taliban-soldater fordi de 
gikk med skinnjakker. Jakke- 
ne skuUe angivelig vare tegn 
pi vestlig dekadanse. Likevel 
kommer det ni altsi signaler 
som tyder pi at Taliban onsker 
en forsiktig oppmyking av sine 
forbindelser med omverdenen. 
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Av Per Hornfelt, styreleder ! Afghanist- 
an kcmi teen i Norge /^j ^-^^^ 

Forhanalingene mellom de to 
krigforende partene i 
Afghanistan (Den Nordlige 
Alliansen ogTaliban-miiitsen), 
som forelopig ble avsluttet 14. 
mars, ma betegnes som 
oppsiktsvekkende positive. Det 
som til na er gledelig k feste seg 
ved, ut fra de korte m.eldingene 
som er tilgjengelige, er at 
Taliban-militsen offisielt 
uttrykker et onske om 
forhandlinger. Taliban har i snart 
5 ar awist alle utspill om 
forhandlinger, bade fra FN og 
Den Nordlige Alliansen. Sa sent 
som for en uke siden awiste 
Wakil Ahmed Mutawahil et 
forslag fra FN om a dele makten i 
en bredt sammensatt regjering, 
ved a vise til at Talibans 
sammensetning allerede hadde 
den nodvendige bredden. 

At det i tillegg na er oppnadd 
enighet mellom partene om a dele 
makten i bade de lovgivende, 
regjerende og rettslige 
institusjonene i en fremtidig 
statsstruktur, er ogsd 
oppsiktsvekkende. Det er forst og 
fremst det f aktum at Taliban har 
forpliktet seg til videre 
forhandlinger og en maktdeling, 
som gir hap til disse 
forhandlingene. 

Det er velkjent at begge 
partene gjennom vinteren har 
drevet omf attende militsere 
forberedelser. Om vi senere far en 
militaer varoffensiv. \'il sondagens 
forhandlingsutgangspunkt isolere 
Taliban ytterligere. Dette vil ogsa 
fa konsekvenser for Pakistan, som 
til na har vaert militsens viktigste 
stottespiller 

Hvorvidt sondagens resultat i 
Ashghabad er levedyktig. henger 
noye sammen med hvor hardt 
partene er presset og om Pakistan 
for alvor har begynt a spille en 
reell konstruktiv rolle i 
Afghanistan. 




ft 



Ti ar med 
af ghansk blod 



Ti kr er ghti siden general 
Boris Gromov som den 
siste soldat fra de sovje- 
tiske okkupasjonsstyrkene for- 
lot Afghanistan. Dette skjedde 
ctttT at FN guv Gorbutsjov og 
huns giasnostpolitikk en 
^pning for «aerbar retrett» fra 
landct. Afghanemes h&p om 
frihet ble raskt revet vekk. I 
borgakrigen somful^e^.^psi- 
sjonerte nabolandene seg gjen- 
nom de forskjellige gerilja- 
grupper og eksilpartier i kam- 
pen om kontroll i regionen. 

Krigen i det tifiret som ligger 
bak OSS er blitt betalt med 
afghansk blod. Sivilbefolk- 
ningen snur kappen etter vin- 
den - det som teller er k overle- 
vc. Noen utpreget entusiasme 
for den ene elier andre av felt- 
herrene er vanskelig k spore. 
Det er kampen for det daglige 
mSltid som er blitt befolkning- 
ens hverdag, i en situasjon som 
mer og mer fortegner som en 
humanitier katastrofe. 

Da Taliban-militsen - som i 
dag dominerer Afghanistan - 

dagens lys pk den afghanske 
krigsarena hosten 1994, motte 
de medgang. Taliban kastet 
vekk de korrupte smikonger 
som hadde grodd fram under 
President B. Rabbanis periode. 
Det ble trygt k ferdes og det 
var mulig k komme seg fra sted 
tii sted, uten k betale enorme 
skatter til de ulike sm&konge- 
ne. Medgangen Taliban-milit- 
sen motte var i sor, i omrSder 
som i hovedsak er dominert av 
pu.sthunere, .som Taliban selv. 
I)t!n rc'<;llc motstand motto 
miiitsen da de n^dde Kabuls 
forsteder Her traff T&liban pk 
en velorganisert motstand. 

Men ikke bare militaert ble 
K.I bill ol kohfrorttasjon.<!punkt. 
Kabul icprcsenterer for.skjcll 
meliom tradisjon og det 
modeme. Mellom analfabeter 
og utdannede. Mellom by og 
land. Kabul representerer et 
konsentrat av det etniske 
mangf old Afghanistan bestir 
av. Det var mange i hovedsta- 
den som ikke var saerlig 
begeistret forTalibans strikte 
fortolkninger og alle deres reli- 
giose p^bud. 

Kabul representerer et 
konsentrat av det 
etniske mangf old 

Afghanistan bestar av 



Dagens militaere opposisjon 
til Taliban-militsen er Nord- 
Alliansen. Det er en allianse 
sammensatt av svaert mange 
grupper, der hver av disse har 
klare sseregne krav til f remti- 
den. Alliansen har g&tt i opp- 
losning og funnet sammen 
igjcn. Den klarer k f ungere som 
et militaert press, men har ikke 
noen enhetlig plattform som 
tilsier at den skal kunne opptre 
samlet hvis en reell fredsmu- 
lighet skulle se dagens lys. 
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Ti Sr etter at Sovjetunionen forlot Afghanistan, er det frem- 
deies langt igjen til afghanerne selv f^r avgjore sin egen 
fremtid. Men h^pet er der, blant annet i at Pakistan n^ ser 
ut til S trekke statten til Taliban-militsen, skriver Per Horn- 
felt, formann i Den norske Afghanistankomiteen. 



-Alliansen hevder at defc ikke 
finnes noen militaer losning pk 
konflikten. Mye tyder pk at 
dette medf orer riktighet. 

Bak Talibans linjer oppsteir 
det til stadighet kamper.Tali- 
bans ekstreme tolkning av 
islam, som dikteres pk en m^te 
som gjor det nodvendig k 
bevokte egen befolkning. Om 
Taliban-militsen skulle kunne 
ta kontroll over Afghanistan 
m&tte de ha gjort dette raskt. 
Det har nk snart gktt tern kr. 
Og det ser ut som om tiden 
leper ut for Taliban. 

Som Nord-AUiansens mang- 
foldige sammensetning, repre- 
senterer ogsk Taliban et mang- 
fold av grunner for at ulike 
grupper har sett det formSls- 
tjenlig k gk i takt med Taliban- 
militsen. I dag framstir det 
klarere at motsetningene 
innenf or Taliban, mellom det 
ekstremt ideologiske represen- 
tert ved deres ved deres leder 
Mullah Omar, og de som mener 
at miiitsen seg mk ha en mer 
pragmatisk holdning til hver- 
dagen. Forholdet har tilspisset 
seg. Om Mullah Rabbani, som 
taler en mer praktisk politikk, 
heter det at han er til sykehus- 
bchundling i Kandahar. 

Dette skjer samtidig som en 
rekke av Mullah Rabbanis til- 
hengere er fengslet. Militaert 
har Taliban kombihert overle- 
gon milita?r styrkc, terror og 
oppkjop uv ullianscns tnedspil- 
lere som grunnlag for sin fram- 
gang. Dette har ikke gitt noen 
av dem sterre politisk aner- 
kjennelse i befolkningen. Noe 
politisk program ut over deres 
svaert spesielle tolkning av 
Koranen og det uttalte mkl k ta 
militaer kontroll over hele lan- 
det, er ikke kommet fra Tali- 
ban-militsen. Tvert om ser vi at 
de som mottar store summer 
hard valuta og onsker miiitsen 
velkommen den ene dagen, 
ncste dag kan ha arrangcrt et 
sviendo bakhoidsangrep. Opp- 
kjop skjer i begge f ronter og 
har vaert og forblir en mkte for 
mange av de sm^ armerte 
grupper k overleve p^. Etter at 
Taliban-militsen gjennomforte 
en regelrett avretting av mino- 
riteter i den nordlige storbyen 
Mazar i Shariff i august i f jor, 
ser det ut som at pendelen har 
snudd for Taliban i nord. 

Iran demonstrerte med all 
tydelighet sin stette til Nord- 
Alliansen da de i f jbr gjennom- 
f orte en kolossal militaerovelse 
tett opptil den afghanske gren- 
sen. Et toglast fra Iran pk 70 
tonn hSndv&penammunisjon, 
merket nodhjelp, ble stoppet av 
de kirgisiske tollmyndigheter i 
f jor host. Russeme sitter heller 



ikke »tille og ser pa at Taliban . 
oker sitt territorium. Nord- 
Alliansen er for russeme et 
effektivt hinder for at fanatisk 
islamisme skal spre seg i de 
sentralasiatiske stater. 

Saudi-Arabia trakk ut 
sine diplomater i f jor. 
Det var et politisk og 
0konomisk nederlag 
for 'Miban-militsen 



Saudi-Arabia trakk ut sine 
diplomater fra Kabul i f jor 
sommer Det var et politisk 
nederlag, men ogsS et direkte 
okonomisk slag for miiitsen. 
Grunnen til Saudi-Arabias 
ikke lenger anerkjenner Tali- 
ban, er at Taliban er vertskap 
for Osman Bin Laden. Dette er 
en direkte kollisjonskurs med 
lederne i Rihad. Bin Laden er 
av USA rangert som den mest 
ettersokte terrorist i verden. 
Bin Laden merker at sanden i 
Kandahar begynner k bli varm. 
Nylig ble det fra Kandahar 
opplyst ut Bin Laden skal aik 
for oppf orelse av verdens stor- 
ste moske i byen - en appell til 
Bin Ladens likesinnede og et 
forsok pk k kjope tid hos Mul- 
lah Omar Men sporsmSlet er 
VL'I heller hvor lengo kan og 
hvor dyrt mk milliarda^ren Bin 
Laden betale for seg. Ryktene 
har gktt en stund om at Bin 
Laden har reiseplaner, men 
utenom Irak.Tetjenia og fjell- 
dalene i Kashmir er det ikke sk 
mange som onsker han vel- 
kommen. At det ligger store 
verdier i opiu-msproduksjonen 
er det ingen tvil om. Taliban 
som offisielt tar avstand fra 
slikt, utover pk samme tid kon- 
troll over storst-edelen av disse 
omrSdenc. 

Taliban stotter seg fremdeles 
pk Pakistan. Men i det siste har 
den pakistanske statsminister 
Nawaz Sharif tatt til orde for 
at Pakistan som islamsk stat 
ikke kan kontrollere void, eks- 
tremisme og terrorisme. Stats- 
ministerens uttalelser blir fra 
flere hold tolket som tegn pk 
endring av Pakistans stotte til 
Taliban-militsen. Om den 
pakistanske statsministers ord 
blir gjort til praktisk politikk, 
stiir igjen k se. Gjensidig mistro 
preger nabostatene. 

Mye tyder pk at Pakistan har 
f iitt flere beskjeder om k foreta 
et valg. Enten kutte stotten til 
Taliban, for s^ k ha et utgangs- 
punkt for k be om hjelp til den 
alvorlige okonomiske krisen i 



Pakistan, eller k ta folgene av a 
stotte et regime som huser tor- 
rorister Ultimatumet oppfatles 
k komme fra USA. 

Pakistan er i realiteten kon- 
kurs, G-7-gruppen over et 
.stcrkl |)rt?s.s \ih laiulft. 1 fjoi 
var det kun Saucli-Aiuhia .som 
gav Pakistan ft oljolaii. Saudi- 
Arabias ivrav om ut U'vcM ini; av 
Bin Laden, er motslndende Lii 
Pakistans stotte til Taliban sk 
lengo Bin Laden kan vojre Tali- 
bans gjest. Siden 1995 har 
Pakistan vaert advart mot at en 
stotte til Taliban, vil s\k tilbake 
pel Pakistan selv. Det siste aret 
har det fra ulike hold i Pakis- 
tan blitt meldt om opptoyer 
ledet av pakistanske Taliban. 
Sterkt inspircMl av sine atuis- 
frender i Afghanistan her cie 
bl.a. tatt kontroll over byei- i 
det nordvestlige Pakistan. 

Summen av de belastninger 
det etter hvert er for Pakistan a 
stotte Taliban, begynner k bli 
sk stor at det ikke kan va're et 
grunnlag for en endring i 
Pakistans forhold til Afghanis- 
tan. - en politikk Pakistan 
kunne starte med vesentlig 
hjelp fra bl.a. USA, igangsatt 
lange for vi sk general Gromov 
vinke fai*vel til Afghanistan. 
Mye tyder pa at Pakistan snart 
ikke har noe valg. Skulle stats- 
niinistei" Nawaz Shan Is t)rcl bli 
en realitet, vil det avhenge av 
om de pakistanske armegene- 
raler er enige med statsminis- 
teren. Om dc skulle viere det, 
tiengcM' Nawaz Sharif verdens- 
.saniliuuu'Ls slulte. 

En endring i Pakistans 
politikk overfor 
Taliban, vil vaere et 
sentralt bidrag for at 
afghanerne selv skal fa 
avgj0re sin egen 
fremtid 



En endring i Pakistans poli- 
tikk overfor Taliban-militsen, 
vil va?re et sentralt bidrag for 
at afghanerne selv skal fa kun- 
ne avgjore sin egen fremtid. 
Nabostatene ma stoppe viipen- 
I'orsyningeue til hver av sine 
stottespillere i Afghanistan. De 
grupper som i dag represente- 
rer fremtiden, kan sammenfat- 
tes som sivilbefolkningen. I rak 
motsetning til dagens krigsher- 
rer stkr de for et mangfold av 
krefter som har drevet hverda- 
gen videre under til tider 
umenneskelige forhold. Hjelpe- 
organisasjonene som arbeider 
inne i Afghanistan moter en 
entusiasme og iver for samar- 
beid om k nk konkrete sivile 
mkl, fra en befolkning som 
ikke har gitt opp. De har krav 
p^ wkr stotte for en fremtid. 



1 



Fikk mest 
ogsa i fjor 

Tldligere Jugoslavia var det ian- 
det som ogsa i Qor mottok 
mest bidragskroner fra Norge. 
211 millioner norske bistands- 
kroner gikk til probiemomra- 
det pa Balkan. 

Pengene ble kanalisert 
gjennom b^de frivillige norske 
organisasjoner og intemasjo- 
nale hjelpeorganisasjoner. 

Dette er de 10 nodomr^dene 
i verden som fikk mest hjelp 
fra Norge i fjor: 

■ 1. Det tidligere Jugoslavia, 
211 millioner kroner 

■ 2. Sudan, 124 millioner kro- 
ner 

■ 3. Rwanda, 63 millioner kro- 
ner. 

■ 4. Afghanistan, 56 millioner 
kroner. 

■ 5. Angola, 54 miUioner kro- 
ner. 

■ 6. Irak, 52 millioner kroner 

■ 7. Burundi, 37 miUioner 
kroner. 

■ 8. Columbia, 37 millioner 
kroner 1 

■ 9. Liberia, 33 millioner kro- ■ 
ner 1 

■ 10. Nord-Korea. 33 milli- 
oner kroner i 

Rundt 24 prosent av Stor-j 
tineets budsjett til utviklings- ; 
hjelp blir kanalisert gjennom. 
frivillige norske organisasjo- • 
ner. \ 

I 1998 fikk de fem sterstej 
hjelpeorganisasjonene dette i^ 
bistand til humanitaer hjelp: 

■ Norges Rode Kors, 303 mil- 
lionerkroner. 

■ Norsk Folkehjelp, 303 milli- 
oner kroner. 

■ Kirkens Nodhjelp, 255 mil- 
lioner kroner. 

■ Det Norske Flyktningerd- 
det, 235 millioner kroner. 

■ Redd Bama, 127 millioner 
kroner. 

Hvor mye hver enkdt orga- 
nisa^jon eller omriide vil f & til- 
delt i lb: er ennk ikke avklart. 

-Midlene blir ikke for- 
h^dsutdelt, men tildeles etter 
soknad, sier byriisjef Ola Brei- 
vik i Utenriksdepartementet. 

Men han legger ikke skjul I 
pk at hjelpeorganisasjonenes '■ 
humanitsere innsats p^ Balkan 
vil inotta mer stotte enn i fjor. 

Arets bistandsbudsjett er pd 
10 milliarder kroner. Av dette 
vil frivillige '^norske orsanisa- 
sjoner trobg ogsii i &r fa rundt 
hver fjerde krone. 



Ein moderne nomade 
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A flytte pa seg for a ga 
inn i ny jobb, er nofeo 
mange kjenner til. Men 
kanskje neppe so bra som 
Ingrid Iversen {26) fra 
T'lervag. NeSte v^ i^iser 
ho nemleg til ein av dei 
mest avsides piassane i 
verda; det nordiige 
Afghanis. Der skaf ho 
arbeide som prosjekt- 
assistent for Afgbanistan- 
komiteen det neste aret. 




lugrid Iversen (26) reiser 
neste veke til Afghanistan, 
der ho skal arbeide forAiN 
dei neste aret. 



- F0rst reiser eg til 
Pakistan, tici- Afghanistan- 
komiteen har sitt hovudkvar- 
ter. Av ulikc drsaker er det 
vanskeleg & ha hovudbasen i 
Hj0lvc lamlet, wiicr Ingrid 
IverHcn. 

N§r ho snakkar om «ulike 
&rsaker», ef det risikoane ved 
& opphalde scg p& taiibanstyrt 
territorium ho snakkar am... 

Midti&Iinken 

Ingrid Iversen er f0dd og 
oppvaksen i Sandvika i'Tj0r- 
v^g. Etter det har studiane 

fort ho hk plass til plass, nes- 
ten pk same mkte som noma- 
destammane i landet ho no rei- 
ser til. Med cand. mag i admi- 
nistrasjons- og organisasjons- 
vitenskap i Bergen og ein mas- 
terdegree i Developement ma- 
nagement frA London, var ho 
for ei tid attende klar tii k S0- 
kje jobb. 

- Eg har lenge vore opptcken 
av arbeidet til Afghanistan- 
komiteen i Norge, sk det var p^ 
mange mittar naturleg for meg 
a s0kje jobb der, seicr ho. 

Jobben det var snakk om, 
var ved hovudkontoret her i 
Noi^e. Men d& pakistankonto- 
ret fekk sj& papira til Ingrid 
Iversen, fekk dei heilt andre 
oppfatningar om korleis dei 
kunne nytte seg av kompetan- 
scn hcnnar. 

- Eg vart spurt om eg ville 



kome til konferanse i. Bergen, 
og der fekk eg vite kva jobb det 
var snakk om. Dette var midt i 
blinken for meg, sk eg slo til og 
sa ja takk, sj0lv om det ikkje 
var jobben eg hadde s0kt pfi. 
For meg var <lctte jobbtilbodet 
vel sk fristande, seier ho. 

Og kva gar s5 jobben hennar 
eigentleg ut pk? 

- Afghanistankomiteen bar 
base i Badakshan-provinsen 
nord i landet, der dei driv med 
ulike utviklingsprosjekt. Eg 
skal ha ansvaret for vidaref0- 
ring av skuleprosjekta, samt k 
evaluere vidare- og etterut- 
danninga av laerarane der og 
l0yse andre praktiske problem 
som ein stSr over for... 

- Du skal i korte trekk fa, pro- 
^iekta til & flyte tettare? 

- Ja, du kan kanskje seie det 
shk... 

- I tillegg skal eg hjelpe den 
administrative sjefen i omrk- 
det med fleire andre prosjekt, 
legg ho til. 

- Det er ikkje ahkurat nokon 
fredeleg pletl du skal til, og 

korleis ser du pa. det? 

- Nei, nok fredeleg land er 
det nok ikkje. Men i det elles 

si talibandominerte landet, er 
omrSdet vi skal tii fritt... 

- Er du ikkje litt engsteleg 

for kva som kan skje? 

- Eg har tenkt over det, og 
det er klart at det er ein viss 



risiko ved k opphalde seg der. 
Men denne organisasjonen har 
artiieidd der s& lenge, og eg re- 
knar med at dei har gode eva- 
kueringsrutinar i tilfelle kon- 
flikter ellcr an^i cp, seier ho og 
vcrkar ikkjo Hpesielt redd for 
det sum ventar. 

Ein moderne nomade? 

Ingrid Iversen har alltid 
vore glad i & reise rundt, og ho 
har sjeldan budd lenge pi 
same plass dei siste kra. Som 
ein moderne nomade, naert be- 
slekta med dei gamle noma- 
destammane i landet ho snart 
skal reise til kanslge? 

- Eg har alltid hatt lyst til k 
reise ut og laere om andre kul- 
turar, det var kanskje denne 
trongen som vog tyngst dk eg 
bestemte meg for k ta jobben. 
Det er ei nnik mulegheit til k 
oppleve ein heilt annan mkla k 
leve pk. Og eg har stor tru pk 
organisasjonen og prosjekta 
dei driv, seier ho som ei forkla- 
ring pel engasjementet sitt. 

Afghanistankomiteen legg i 
sitt arbeid stor vekt p^ k til- 
passe seg dei lokale tilh0va og 
skikkane. Dei fleste tilsette er 
afghanske. Difor lever dei ik 
norske medarbeidarane der 
mest muleg som folk rundt 
seg. Dei et den same maten, og 
dei g&r i dei same kieda; det 
har med ting som respekt og 
gjensidig tillit & gjere, forlet 
Ingrid Iversen. 



Privatliv blir det lite av nlir 
ein bur og arbeider sk tett inn- 
pk kvarandre. 

- Om vi skal vere i fred mk 
vi reise vekk, og dk gkr gjerne 
tiireii til hovudkontoret i 
Pakistan. Kg har to venninnoi 
som arbeider der, og eg rekniii 
med at det skal bli h0ve til k 
helse pk dei medan eg er i lan- 
det, seier ho. 

Det nordiige Afghanistan er 
for det meste 0ydemark. TV-, 
radio- og telefonnett er ukjen- 
de begrep her. Difor mk all 
kommunikasjon med omverda 
skje via satelitt-telefon og ra- 
diosamband. Reisa til og frk 
skjer med FN sine faste flyru- 
ter, ein gong innimellom. Slik 
f&r medarbeidarane tilsendt 
posten sin ogsS. 

- Kva seier familien til at du 
sknl reise til ein .v»5 amides 

plass ? 

- Det er klart dei synest det 
vert litt langt borte. Men eg 
har alltid hatt iyst til k gjere 
slike ting, og difor har dei vist 
stor forst&ing og st.0tta meg. 
Men det hadde ikkje gktt -om 
eg hadde vore i ein familiesitu- 
asjon med mann og barn. 
Dette er ein jobb ein mk ta me- 
dan ein er ung og fri, seier 
Ingrid Iversen. 

- Men no er det ikkje slik at 
eg skal vere der heilt tida, 
skundar iui scg k logge til. 

- Eg har ei gratis heimreise 



Afghanistan- 
komiteen i 
Norge 

cr cio •iolidaritots- or bi- 
sl.iiHlsorj;.iiiis.»siiin i 
Afuli.mistiin, med liovud- 
kontor i Pakistan. Organi- 
s<isj(>iu-ii li.n basar i «k'i .il 
gluTiisko [irovinsane 
Hndakslian (;ha7ni. 
Norm.ill CI cict ()gs.i kdiilm 
i l)()\ ii(lsladen Kabul, men 
p.i grunn av den sponle si- 
Itiasjoiicn i>r konloivt for 
liila stcngt. 

Afghanistankomiteen 

(AiN) vart stifta i 1980 som 
ein reaksjon mot den sovje- 
lisko invasjonpn. 5Mdan don 
j;ong har organisa^Mun 
eitdra seg nwt a I'li o'w j'lo 
I'l'sjcvneW bi.-standsorg.iiiis.i- 
sjon. Samstundes held ik-i 
fram opinions- og opplys- 
ningsarbeidet i Norge. Den 
overordna malsetjinga for 
arbeidet er a stette det af- 
ghanske folket si relt til 
sjolvstende, og bidra til 
gjenreising og utvikling av 
det krigsherja landet. 

AiN arbeider med helse 
og iitdanning i Afghanistan 
og for afghanske flyktning- 
ar i Pakistan. Dessiitan ar- 
beider organisasjonen med 
naudhjelp, konslriiksjon og 
rehabilitering. I 1998 hadde 
AiN ei omsetjing pa omlag 
17 millionar kmncr. DU, 
Norad og Fokiis er uu-lloin 
dei viktigasto finansie- 
riiigskjeldene. 



i l0pet av Itret, og den skal eg 
gjere meg nytte av, seier ho. 

Umuleg a f0rebu seg mentalt 

Afghanistan er eit fattig 
land, sterkt prega av etter- 
verknadane av den sovjetiske 
invasjonen pk 70- og 80-talet. 
No er det den interne og ofte 
blodige kampen om makta som 
pregar landet og folket. 

- Er du forehudd pA det som 
ni0ter deg'i 

- Afghanistankomiteen har 
vore svairt flinke til k informe- 
re om landet og tilh0va der. 
Men ein kan ikkje bli mentalt 
f0rebudd berre ved k lese oni 
det eller bli fortalt korleis det 
er. Det er slikt som ein fir ta 
som det kjem, avsluttar Ingrid 
Iversen. 



Engelsk press 




TAUBAH 



The Taliban's strategy for 
recognition 



NEW YORK 



Diplomacy takes over in the fight for Afjghanistan 



FLUSHING, one of New York's more re- 
mote districts, is home to the Taliban's 
mission to the United Nations. Manhattan 
might be more convenient, but Abdul 
Hakeem Mujahid, the head of the mission, 
says money is tight A compensation is that 
most of New Yoric's Afghan population 
lives in Flushing, and Mr Mujahid and his 
colleagues have become part of the com- 
munity. A couple related to the Taliban 
staff were married last weekend Afghans 
came from all over America to see the bride 
and groom ride through New York in a 
stretch limo. The Taliban seem well liked in 
Flushing. It would be helpful, they say, if the 
rest of the world accorded them approval. 

At present, it won't The Taliban control 
almost all of Afghanistan but their extreme 
form of Islamic rule has won them few 
friends, and recognition only from Paki- 
stan, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab 
Emirates. Other countries with diplomatic 
relations with Afghanistan recognise the 
deposed government, which has the coun- 
try's seat in the un General Assembly, un 
officials say they have to take note of the 
Taliban's dominance in Afghanistan. To 
UN officials Mr Mujahid is the Taliban's 
representative in New York (rather than 
"permanent representative designate" to 
the UN, his own description) and, as such, 
he has regular meetings with senior offi- 
cials. The Taliban argue that, once th^^ take 
control of the last bit of Afghanistan, the un 



will be unable to deny them Afghanistan's 
General Assembly seat 

This last bit is centred on the Panjshir 
Valley (see map), defended by forces under 
Ahmad Shah Masoud, the defence minister 
of the deposed government His old allies— 
once familiar names in every article about 
Afghanistan such as the politicians Burha- 
nuddin Rabbani and Gulbuddin Hikmat- 
yar and the northern warlord Abdul Ra- 
shid Dostam— seem to have fled, leaving 
Mr Masoud to fight a sacrificial rearguard. 
The Taliban seem confident that, once the 
winter snows have melted, they will take 
the valley and Taloqan, the last town in 
their enemies' hands. 

They could be right Since 
1995, v^en the Taliban first 
came to world attention, they 
have had a phenomenal suc- 
cess, which has yet to be fully ex- 
plained. Their unyielding and 
often brutal rule has brought or- 
der to a chaotic country that suf- 
fered first from the Russian 
occupation and then from civil 
war. However, even with the 
whole of Afghanistan in their 
hands, the General Assembly 
seat is unlikely to be automati- 
cally theirs. The UN's creden- 
tials committee, v^ich would 
make, or defer, a recommenda- 
tion about who should occupy 



the seat, includes among its nine members 
representatives from Aiherica and Russia, 
which, in a rare bonding, are both critical 
of the Taliban. 

The Russians fear that the Taliban seek 
to spread their influence among Muslims 
in the former Soviet states of Central Asia, 
and perhaps into Russia itselE Russia is one 
of Mr Masoud's main sources of arms. 

The United States has even wider objec- 
tions. It dislikes die Taliban's record on hu- 
man rights, particularly their appalling 
treatment of women and their use of medi- 
eval punishments. It also wants the Taliban 
to extradite Osama bin Laden, whom it be- 
lieves was involved in the bombing of tfie 
American embassies in Kenya and Tanza- 
nia in August 

This could be the sticking^int for rec- 
ognitiorL After the Afhcan bombings, Ma- 
deleine Albright, the American secretary of 
state, said that the Taliban would enhance 
their prospects for American recognition 
and acceptance by the un if they stopped 
harbouring Mr bin Laden. She added that 
America believed there should be a broad- 
based government in Kabul Mrs Albright 
is also aware of feelings among western 
women— and notably among American 
voters— about the treatment of women in 
Afghanistan. America is not going to be 
won over easily, however much it would 
like to see a settlement in Afghanistan. 

In seeking to reassure the critics, the 
Taliban say they aim to run a durable, sta- 
ble Islamic state that would not interfere 
with its neighbours. Over women they are 
defensive, claiming that, by tradition, they 
do not woric outside the home. In talks in 
Washington with American officials thqr 
say they would be willing to consider extra- 
diting Mr bin Laden if the Un^ed States of- 
fered convincing evidence against him. 
Could things change? Mr Mujahid says 
that within the Taliban there are conserva- 
tives and "ultra-conservatives". It may be 
tfiat the mere conservatives are seeking at 
the moment to meet the UN's conditions 
for returning humanitarian workers to Af- 
ghanistaiL They were withdrawn last Au- 
gust after the deaths of two Afghan un 
workers and an Italian military observer. 
On January 25th, representatives of the 
Taliban and the un met in Kandahar. On 
Fdmiaiy 7th, a team of un officials are due 
in Kabul and Jalakbad to check on security 
arrangements. The United States will be 
watdiing carefially. If the Americans were 
ever to recc^se the Taliban, other coun- 
trieswouldfollowfest "But we are not beg- 
ging," says Mr Mujahid. 
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SMALL HYDRO 



A call for help 
from Afghanistan 

Refurbishing' small hydro stations offers the best hope for bringing power back 
to Afghanistan in the near term. Habibullah Frahmand and P W Wicke'' explain 
why companies are invited to participate in this important work 



In Afghanistan the social and political 
situation has begun to stabilise. Now 
international non-governmental 
organisations and the Taliban 
authorities are both searching for hydro 
power companies who would be 
interested in re-establishing and 
improving the country's power sector. 

Afghanistan has a nominal installed 
capacity of around 500MW (for a 
population of 22M people). The bulk of 
the capacir.- is in large thermal and hydro 
stations. The thermal capacity is almost 
completely out of action at present; the 
only operating plants are Paktia, a 
600kW plant in the province of Khost, 
and a 48MW plant in Balkh province. Of 
the hydro power stations around half are 



operable (see table). In fact, the most 
successful plants are currently the smaller 
hydro plants. 

The reason that small hydro plants are 
still active is that they are managed 
independently, and are not often part of a 
centralised grid. This has fitted well with 
the political administration, such as it has 
been, where 'warlords' have controlled 
discrete areas. 

As a result, despite the continuing 
instability in the northern parts of the 
country, there are good prospects for 
beginning refurbishment in other areas in 
the near future. 

Preparations for refurbishment were 
first started in 1990, when the German 
co-operation agency GTZ began taking 



steps towards reconstruction and repair. 
GTZ's work was focused on two stations, 
Filkoh near Kandarhar, and Asadfabad, 
near Jalalabad. These plants are located 
in the east of the country, an area which is 
very promising with regard to the 
development of agriculture and natural 
resources, and which has a history of co- 
operation with the Germans going back 
some 20 years. Now, however, the GTZ 
programme is on standby, because of the 
1997 takeover of the region by the 
Taliban militia. 

The Taliban are said to respect the 
work that is done by NGOs for the 
benefit of the rural population, but 
nevertheless relations between the two 
groups are very cautious. 
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SMALL HYDRO 



Status of the existing hydro power stations in Afghanistan 



Plant 


Supplier 


Completed 


No of turbines 


Capacity (kW) 


Khanabad 


Germany 


1950 


3 


1,130 


Faizabad 


India 


1984 


3 


255 


Baharak 


India 


1979 


2 


200 


Ghorband 


India 


1975 


3 


300 


Atighan 


Germany 


1950 


1 


300 


Chak wardak 


Gennany 


1940 


3 


3300 


Kajaki 


us 


1975 


2 


33,000 


Chaiwarcha 


Germany 


1936 


_ 


80 


Jarqodaq 


USSR 


1979 


6 


15,000 


Hikoh 


Gennany 


1950 


2 


800 


Mahipar 


Gennany 


1967 


3 


66,000 


Naghiu 


USSR 


1967 


5 


110,000 


Gerishk 


US 


1961 


2 


2400 


Surobi 


Gennany 


1957 


2 


22000 


Baba Waii 


Gennany 


1936 


1 


250 


Khoja Gogirdak 


USSR 


1979 


4 


2000 


Charikar 


China 


1973 


3 


2400 


Jabei Seraj 


US/UK/Germany 


1918 


4 


1500 


j Assadabad 


Gennany 


1983 


2 


700 


1 Pulikhumri i 


Gennany 


1950 


3 


4800 


; Pulikhumri 11 


USSR 


1962 


3 


9000 


! Daninta 


USSR 


1964 


3 


11,500 



I 



I Small hydroelectric stations have a 
I number of technical advantages, 
compared to the stations associated with 
large dams, which have in many cases 
1 undergone heavy siltation. The small 
\ plants feed isolated networks and on 
I many sites operators are still in place, 
I who although they are very much older 
I than the norm still have many skills and a 
j deep knowledge of the plant. 
1 Damage to these small plants from 
I military activity has been slight, as they 
I have been respected by local warlords. 

However, thev have suffered much- 
\ increased wear and tear and preventive 
I maintenance has been minimal. 
I The m.ost important contributors to 
I reducing the availability of these plant 
i have been: 
•Lack of spare parts. Funds have not 
been available to make even minor 
purchases, and in any case maintenance 
materials such as grease or high pressure 
oils have not been available. As a 
I consequence, even low-grade maintenance 
i has been impossible. 

I •Transmission lines have deteriorated 
i ^reatlv, in manv cases as a direct result of 
I military action. 

I 'Land mines have been placed near 
I transmission lines. 

I •There has been no access to workshop 
I or transport facilities. 
I Despite these difficulties, operators are 
: doing their best to keep the stations on 
; line. They have also become involved in 
: training young people — previously 
' subject to recruitment into local militia — 
I into operation and maintenance of the 
: riant. 

An interesting example of the 
; possibilities in small hydro plant 
I refurbishment is the Darunta station in 
\ Jalalabad, which originally had a capacity 
j of ri.5MW. This plant was established in 
I P63-4 under the Daoud regime with the 
I co-operation of the then-USSR, and all of 



the major equipment is still in place. It is 
connected to the Darunta multipurpose 
dam (whose other major function was to 
provide water for the now-defunct Hadda 
olive plantations), working under a head 
of 18.5m. 

buffering heavily 

Darunta has three Kaplan turbine/ direct- 
coupled generator machine sets from the 
famous St Petersburg works of 
Leningradsky Metalny Zavod. Now, the 
main bearings are suffering heavily and 
some minor gaps already exist, promoting 
in their turn considerable vertical 
balancing problems. The thrust bearings 
have also deteriorated, and are getting 
worse. Thanks to leaking hydraulic 
conduits there is not really enough oil 
pressure to move the wicket gates or for 
turbine runner blade governing. 

In the worst cases it has not been 
possible for many years to gain access to 
these important pieces of equipment. x\s a 
consequence, grinding devices have been 
used to cut thick bolts and dismantle 
equipment compounds. 

Russian companies are unlikely to 
invest in this plant, as their own economic 
pressures mean their priorities are else- 
where. The Jalalabad owners therefore 
need investment from elsewhere. They 
point out that Darunta has much to offer: 
•It is a showcase possibility tor 
refurbishment and repair. 
•It could be used for hands-on training of 
a new technical generation — the 
Technical University of Jalalabad is very 
close and could use the hydro station as a 
model application, 

•There is a local market for the electricity. 
The 11.5MW plant previously provided 
electricity for 40,000 inhabitants. The 
population now numbers ten times as 
many, partly because inter-regional gas 
pipeline investments have held out the 



Province Status 

Kunduz Inactive 

Badaichan Inactive 

Badakhan Inactive 

Parwan inactive 

Baghlan Inactive 

Wardak Inactive 

Hebnand Inactive 

Herat inactive 

Jovngan Inactive 

Kandahar Rebuilt 
Kabul 

Kabul Active 

Helmand Active 

Kabul Active 

Kandahar Active 

Jow^an Active 

Parwan Active 

Parwan Active 

Kunar Rebuilt 

Baghlan Active 

Baghlan Active 

Nangarhar Active 



chance of economic growth in the area. 
•There are prospects for grid integration 
in future. 

•Reviving the power plant may help 
promote revival of the associated 
infrastructure. This would mean 
institutional strengthening, promoting 
new enterprises, improving irrigation and 
reviving rational water use — in the 
interim, much of the irrigation water has 
been diverted to poppy fields. 
•It will help in managing siltation behind 
the dam. 

Projects such as this are an important 
contribution to the future of Afghanistan, 
and may be the beginning of projects to 
exploit the several thousand MW of 
hydro potential within the country. 

Starting up a hydro industry in a 
country with geography as unforgiving as 
that of Afghanistan required a huge 
number of obstacles to be overcome. In 
the early years of this century, for 
example, roads did not exist in many, 
areas and heavy equipment for the 
1500kW Jabel Seraj plant, north of 
Kabul, was brought in by elephant across 
the much-disputed Khyber Pass. Other 
equipment followed this route, even into 
the 1930s. Now, overcoming the obstacles 
to rebuilding and expanding the industry 
requires as much persistence. 

Most of the Afghan small hydro 
industry is in need of refurbishment. 
'Rehabilitate, own operate' and 
'rehabilitate, own, operate, transfer' 
schemes are all available, and companies 
are invited to participate. 

'^'Habibullah Frahmand, formerly 
with the Ministry of Planning, Kabul, 
now a consultant to German Agro 
Action, Peshawar, Pakistan, a?td P W 
Wicke, SOWISWAS, 3S302 
Wolfenbiittel, Gerjnany 
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AFGHANISTAN 



The Taliban are quietly starting to edge out of their 
intemational isolation. A once-hostile China is offering trade 
ties to try to stem Afghan support for Uighur separatists. And 
as our second story shows, even the United States is engaged 
in uneasy talks with the extremist Islamic regime. 

Taliban Temptation 



By Ahmed Rashid in 
Islamabad 

As Kabul was about 
to fall to the mu- 
jahideen seven 
years ago, China locked 
up its embassy and ended 
all official contact with 
Afghanistan. But the two 
sides moved towards 
detente in early February, 
when five senior Chinese 
diplomats arrived in Ka- 
bul for talks with Use rul- 
ing Taliban. After the 
counter, the Chinese an- 
nounced they had agreed 
to start direct flights be- 
tween Kabul and Urumqi, 
the capital of the troubled 
Xinjiang Uighur Auto- 
nomous Region, and open 
formal trade ties wiik the Taliban. 

The first pubUc Chinese contact with 
the TaUban alarmed India, which is 
nervous about Chinese influence in 
South Asia. It also took Western 
governments by surprise; they have 
shvmned the extreme Islamic fundamen- 
talist movement due to its repressive 
treatment of women and its harbour- 
ing of alleged terrorist Osama bin 
Laden. But analysts say &at tiie Chinese 
visit was driven primarily by pragma- 
tism and does not signal a strategic shift 
in Beijing's attitude towards the Afghan 
leadership. 

Western and Pakistani diplomats say 
the contact is an attempt by Beijing to 
stem the flow into Xinjiang of two 
unwanted Taliban exports: cheap heroin 
and Islamic fundamentalism. The drugs, 
which enter via Afghanistan's Wakhan 
Corridor and supply routes through Paki- 
stan, feed a growing addiction problem in 
China. Eveaa more W€Htying, Taliban-style 
fundamentalism is fuelling the Uighur 
Mushm separatist movement in Xinjiang — 
a movement Beijing now admits poses a 
serious threat to natioi^ ^curity. 

MARCH 11, 1999 





China is wonied because the Taliban's futuSammsM Ideas are ir^^ing the 
Muslim separatist movement in Xinjiang. 




"We believe that the Tahban or those 
dose to them have already carved out drug 
routes into Xinjiang," said a senior adviser 
to the Chinese Foreign Ministry at the 
World Economic Forum in Davos in early 
February. "Afghanistan is now the world's 
largest supplier of heroin, and drug addic- 
tion is a growing problem in China." 

The Chinese visit to Kabul was 
prompted by requests from Pakistan, 
Qiina's oldest and closest ally in Asia and 
one of only three govemraeats that rec- 
ognize the Taliban. (Saudi Arabia and the 
United Arab Emirates also recognize the 
movement.) Pakistan has been trying to 
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convince Beijing that tibe Taliban, to whidi 
it gives substantial military and financial 
aid, are willing to clamp down on the drug 
trade and have no desire to fund or sup- 
port Islamic Uighurs in their fight for 
independence. "We miged China and the 
Taliban to establish formal contacts so that 
their mutual mistrust can be eliminated," 
says a Pakistani diplomat. **tkt Tidibaa 
pose a threat to nobody and waoat ^ best 
of relations with China." 

That's just what New Delhi is afraid 
of. "From the point of view of India, this 
is cause for concern siiK:e now — ii-<aqimmg 
that the news of the fli ght 
is correct — Pakistan, 
China and the Taliban 
togetiier wQl foim a sent 
of alliance against the 
coimtry," says P,R. 
Chari, an analyst at the 
New Delhi-based Insti- 
tifte of Peace and Ccm- 
flict Studies. India has 
charged that the Tahban 
are aiding Islamic sepa- 
ratists in Kashmir. 

China has said it will 
not decide on official 
recognition of the Taliban 
government, which con- 
trols ^)% ctf Afighanistan, 
until the United Natii»is ' 
determines its position on 
the issue. The Chinese 
announcement, which 
was light on details and 
lacked a timetable, is 
nonetheless a first step toward closer 
ties. A Western ambassador in Islama- 
bad says China is hop^ ttiat by hold- 
ing out the prospect of iCQpt>v^ rela- 
tions, the Tahban, who are desperate, 
for recognition from the intemational 
community, will damp down on drug 
ruimers and cut off support for ethnic 
Uighurs in Xinjiang. 

The Tahban have used profits frcwn 
the drug trade to finance their opera- 
tions, and Chmese officials f^ Uighur 
separatists could do the same. Uighur 
Islamic militants have long been students 
of Afghan rebels. They have trained and 
f oi^t with the Afghan mujaMdeen since 
1986. Many Uighurs afso study in Islamic 
schools, or madrassas, run by the Tahban. 
After the movement's conquest of most 
of Afghanis^ in 1998, it u^erited those 
Uighurs stiU in the country as well as links 
to a number of Uighur groups in ^Qnjiang. 
Western inteUigence soiu-ces say Uighur 
miUtants also have ties with bin Laden, 
whom the United States wants in a>nnec- 
tioo with the bombing of two U.S. embas- 
sies in Africa last year. Bin Laden had 
holed up in southern Afghanistan for 
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Mission Impossible? 

Taliban tries to mend fences with the U.S. 



months before fleeing his sanctuary on 
February 12, fearing a second U.S. missile 
strike on his camp. 

Huge quantities of consumer goods, 
foodstuffs and heroin are smuggled across 
the border between Afghanistan and 
China. Western intelligence officials say 
almost all of the arms and explosives 
Uighurs used in recent attacks on Chinese 
security forces have also come from 
Afghanistan. 

Such attacks h^e increased in the past 
12 months and ubrest in Xinjiang has 
spread. For the first teie in years, Chinese 
officials now admit there is a crisis. "Xin- 
jiang is special in that it is the constant 
target of separatists both inside and out- 
side the country," Xinjiang Communist 
Party chief Wang Lequan was quoted as 
saying in the Xinjiang Daily on January 
22. In the article, Wang admitted that 
widespread corruption and rising crime 
rates were threatening social stabihty in 
the region. 

The most serious recent incident 
occurred in Urumqi on February 12. 
According to the Hong Kong-based 
Information Centre for Human Rights and 
Democracy in China, five Uighurs were 
injured and 150 others arrested after 
Uighur youths shouting pro-independence 
slogans clashed with police. The Chinese 
press did not report the incident. 

In early January, 29 Muslim militants 
were arrested in Xinjiang for allegedly 
masterminding anti-government riots in 
February 1997 in Yining, a dty north of 
Urumqi near the border with Kazakhstan. 
Two of the mihtants were executed on 
January 28. During the violent riots, dem- 
onstrators had called for the formation of 
an independent Islamic state. Yining is still 
simmering and in early February some 
9,000 armed police drawn from People's 
liberation Army infantry divisions were 
sent to the city of 300,000 people to 
tighten security. 

Amnesty International issued a state- 
ment in early February alleging that 
Chinese officials arbitrarily arrested and 
tortured lai^e numbers of Uighurs between 
April and September 1998 for supporting 
Uighur separatists or encouraging funda- 
mentalism. The Foreign Ministry termed 
die statement "baseless and irresponsible." 

The Uighur opposition, however, re- 
mains split between supporters of secular 
nationalism and proponents of Islamic fun- 
damentalism. Beijing is aware that a fur- 
ther dampdown on Uighurs could lead to 
greater pohtical and rehgious tension. But 
it fears that if it relaxes its grip, Islamic 
fundamentalism could spread. In the mean- 
time, China is attempting to molUfy one 
source of trouble — the Taliban. ■ 



By Sadanand Dhume in New York 

Unlike most New York diplomats, 
Abdul Hakeem Mujahid doesn't 
have an office in Manhattan. 
Instead, the Taliban Islamic movement's 
ambassador-designate to the United 
Nations works out of a sparsely furnished 
fourth-floor apartment in an unfashionable 
part of Queens. The walls are covered with 
maps of Afghanistan and sayings from the 
Koran. On the street below, small kebab 
joints jostle for space with Chinese 
take-outs and Indian video parlours. 

Far removed from the traditional centre 
of New York diplomacy, Mujahid, who 

carries a diplomatic passport issued by the 
Taliban regime, is nevertheless at the heart 
of intense negotiations between the 
Tahban and the United States. Fearing air 
strikes and hoping for international legiti- 
macy and increased foreign aid, the 
Tahban have stepped up efforts to mend 
fences with Washington. The alleged 
disappearance of suspected terrorist Osama 
bin Laden from Taliban-controlled terri- 
tory in late February appears to be part 
of this process. But the miHtant Islamic 
group's unwillingness to hand over the 
Saudi multimilHonaire, U.S. corporations' 
diminished interest in a gas pipeline across 
Afghanistan, and outrage over the Tali- 
ban's treatment of women ensure that 
relations with the U.S. will remain Umited 
and uneasy. 

"The Taliban are trying to be responsi- 
ble," says Bamett Rubin, an expert on 
Afghanistan at the New York-based Coun- 
cil on Foreign Relations. "But the gap 
between the two sides is still very wide." 

In recent weeks, the U.S. has intensi- 
fied pressure on the Taliban to hand over 
bin Laden, whom the U.S. has accused of 
heading a vast network of terror aimed at 
American interests around the world. 
Assistant Secretary of State for South 
Asian Affairs Karl Inderfurth has twice met 
with Mujahid and other senior Tahban 
officials. A few days before the first meet- 
ing in Islamabad in early February, Richard 
Clarke, the recently appointed White 

House anti-terrorism tsar, announced that 

the U.S. reserved the - . , 

right to retaliate group announced that 

against any country 5:^^ ^^^^n had eft 

that knowingly pro- Taliban-controlled 

vided sanctuary to ter- territory, 

rorists. Analysts say ^aden s mys- 

the Taliban took this departure ap- 

shift in policy to be a P^^^° be an attempt 

direct threat. Within by the Taliban to 

weeks of the Islama- ^^^^ ^.S. pressure 

bad meeting, the without betraymg the 

group's public statement that the Saudi is 
an honoured guest who will not be 
surrendered or asked to leave Afghani- 
stan. It's a pledge the movement's leaders 
cannot afford to break: Many followers of 
the Taliban's miHtant brand of Islam revere 
bin Laden for his role in the Afghan jihad, 
or holy war, agamst the Soviet Union and 
for seeking to drive the U.S. out of Saudi 
Arabia and other Islamic lands. 




"Bin Laden fought for 14 years and 
spent milHons of dollars for our cause," 
says Mujahid. "It is against our Islamic 
character and Afghan traditions to hand 
him over or to say where he is." 

Still, bin Laden's disappearance has 
bought the TaHban room for negotiation. 
The movement is also trying to win friends 
in the West by cracking down on heroin 
factories along Afghanistan's border with 

Pakistan and is hoping for a return of 
support from an old American friend — 
California-based oil and gas company 
Unocal. The Taliban hope to win U.S. sup- 
port for their efforts to wrest Afghanistan's 
official seat at the UN from the former 
government of Burhanuddin Rabbani. The 
group also wants the U.S. to ease diplo- 
matic pressure on Pakistan and Saudi Ara- 
bia to cut back support for its activities, 
and seeks U.S. backing for more humani- 
tarian aid from multilateral donors. 

Analysts say the Taliban's hopes are 
unreaUstic. At present, the move- 
ment's chances of winning formal 
recognition from either the U.S. or the 
UN are practically nonexistent. The U.S. 
remains committed to recognizing only "a 
broad-based government" in Afghanistan, 
diplomatic speak for a government that 
hicludes more than one Afghan faction. 
"Right now the chances of diplomatic 
recognition are nil," says Rubin. "The 
Taliban can only hope for increased con- 
tact, perhaps through a liaison office in 
the U.S. embassy in Islamabad." 

For President Bill Clinton's adminis- 
tration, recognition of the Taliban is not 
politically viable. More than 130 feminist 
and human-rights groups have joined the 
Washington-based Feminist Majority 
Foundation to draw attention to the Tali- 
ban's restrictions on women's education, 
health-care and employment opportunities. 
In a report pubHshed in late February, the 
U.S. State Department said the Taliban's 
treatment of women "represented perhaps 
the most severe abuse of women's human 
rights in the world." 

To make matters worse for the TaH- 
ban, Unocal has said it has no intention of 
rejoining a consortium to build a $2.7 
bilHon gas pipeline from Turkmenistan to 
Pakistan. In December, a Unocal spokes- 
person cited falling oil prices and 
downward estimations of demand for gas 
in Pakistan as reasons for its puUout from 
the project. Independent analysts say 
pressure from women's groups and the 
Taliban's association with bin Laden also 
played a part in the firm's decision. With 
Unocal out of the picture, the TaHban has 
lost its only important corporate aUy in 
Washington. 

Mujahid faces an uphill climb. Unless 
the Taliban can find ways to disassociate 
themselves from bin Laden and change 
their poHcies toward women, the most 
they can expect from the U.S. is enhanced 
diplomatic contact and perhaps larger 
flows of multilateral aid. For now, the 
prospects of Mujahid moving to Manhat- 
tan to take his place among official 
delegates at the United Nations are 
exceedingly dim. ■ 
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Taleban justice exacts amputations and lashings 

KATHY GANNON ^ A/ cd^O^ 
- Pul-e-Charkhi, Afghanistan, AP -^j^^x^ 



Wrapped inside a dirty brown blan- 
I 



ket against the winter cold, Gul 
Mohammed rubs his right hand, know- 
ing it will be chopped off soon. 

During a rare visit by a reporter in- 
side a Taleban prison, Mohammed ad- 
mitted he stole the equivalent of $60 
(2,220 baht) from a neighbour, but said 
he did so to feed his nine children. 

In the 90 percent of Afghanistan con- 
trolled by the Taleban religious militia, 
those caught thieving have their hands 
or feet amputated — in serious thefts, 
both. Murderers are executed publicly 
and those caught for lesser crimes are 
often lashed in public. 

"The first thing in my heart is my 
family... I don't care about my hand," 
said Mohammed, a guard by his side 
with a Kalashnikov rifle slung casually 
over his shoulder. 

Mohammed reckoned he could find 
work vdth one hand. "I will be a porter 
maybe. I'll do something," he said. 

His amputsitoa is sc^teduled for Fri- 
day. 

For crimes less serious than stealing — 
trimming a beard, for example — culprits 
receive five lashes and up to three weeks 
in jaiL Even playing music is a crime, as is 
owning a video cassette recorder or books 
published outside Afghanistan. ' : 



Women who are found to have spent 
time with someone other than a close 
male relative can be given up to 100 
lashes. The same punishment goes for a 
woman who is not covered fully in a 
burqua — an all-enveloping garment 
that shrouds a woman from head to toe 
and allows her to see through a mesh 
that covers the eyes. 

"Before we had more criminals, 
mostly thieves, but publicly punishing 
people and lashing women has taught 
people, and now they are listening," 
said Maulvi Sharifuddin Fiqri, the war- 
den of Afghanistan's largest prison, Pul- 
e-Charkhi, where Mohammed is jailed 
on the outskirts of the capital, Kabul. 

Amputations, like all punishments in 
the capital region, are carried out at an 
outdoor soccer stadium in Kabul. 

Pick-up trucks bring the thieves to 
•the field and ambulances take them 
away. Doctors in blue smocks and sur- 
gical masks administer an anesthetic 
before performing the amputations. 

Convicted killers are executed by rel- 
. atives of their victims, who also have 
the authority under Islam to forgive the 
criminal and accept bloocLmoney in- 



stead. Dozens have been executed; so 
far no one has taken the money. 

But not all punishments have been 
clearly defined in the Muslim holy 
book, the Koran, which the Taleban say 
they follow to the letter when determin- 
ing laws and punishment. 

For example, the Taleban laboured 
over the appropriate punishment for 
homosexual acts, which they consider a 
crime under Islam. 

A council of clerics met in southern 
Kandahar, the seat of the Taleban gov- 
ernment, to mull over the problem. 
'. They planned initially to bury culprits 
, up to their necks in sand and then drop 
a wall on them. 

But eventually they decided to place 
them in front of a brick wall and send it 
crashing down using a tank. After 30 
minutes, the rubble is removed and 
anyone who survives is exonerated. 

At least three people have survived, 
. including an old man convicted of rap- 
ing a 12-year-old boy, a charge he de- 
nied. 

Some in Afghanistan believe the Tale- 
ban's heavy-handed approach is work- 
ing, and say they don't even lock their 



doors any more. Others consider the 
punishments gruesome and offensive. 

In January, the hands and feet of sev- 
eral thieves were amputated and left 
hanging from trees in the heart of Kab- 
ul. 

"It was not good... I couldn't eat meat 
for eight days," said a shop owner, who 
idemified himself only as Abdullah. 

There are 520 prisoners in Pul-e- 
Charkhi prison, which once was capa- 
ble of holding thousands. Much of it 
was destroyed during the bitter fighting 
between rival Islamic factions in the 
early 1990s. 

In the office of the prison warden, a 
dozen Taleban men sat cross-legged on 
the carpeted floor eating a breakfost of 
unleavened bread and a mixture of 
grease and eggs, washed down with 
sugary tea. Semi-automatic rifles hung 
on the walls. 

All but 30 of the inmates are political 
prisoners — soldiers loyal to opposition 
leader Ahmed Shah Massood, said 
prison warden Fiqri. 

There are three courts in the Taleban 
justice system: military, civilian and the 
Supreme Court; and there is only one 
right of appeal, to the Taleban's 
supreme commander, Mullah Mo- 
hammed Omar. 



S. Arabia refuses 
visa to Mullah 
Rabbani _ 

R?. Report 

PESHAWAR . The Saudi gov- 
ernment has reportedly refused lo 
i«;5;uc a vi<;ii visa lo the president of 
Tnliban interim government 
MuUnh Mohammad Rabbani, it 
was learnt on good authority here 
on Tuesday. 

Afghan sources disclosed that 
Ihc ailing president of the Taliban 
government had been seeking a 
visa lo Saudi Arabia v/here he de- 
j^ircd lo undergo treatment, but to 
no avail. 

Mullah Rabbani, who is consid- 
ered ro be an all-weather friend of 
the Gulf Arab kingdom, moved to 
the United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
about four weeks back from where 
he again applied for n visa to Saudi 
Arabia. However, again he was de- 
nied the same, the sources add. It 
could not be ascertained as to on 



Pakistansk press 

whal grounds the Saudis rejected 
the visa application of the senior- 
most Taliban leader. 

Saudi Arabia is among the three 
counirics which have SO far recog- 
nised the Taiiban government in 
Kabul. Tl^c other two arc Pakistan 
and Ihe UAE. However, relations 
between Ihe two countries soared 
between Kabul and Rivadh over 
Taliban's continued support to mil- 
lionaire Saudi dissident Osama 
Bin Laden. 

The Saudi government's refusal 
to i.s.sue a vi.sa to Rabbani is being 
seen here a$ a latest blow to the re- 
lations between tiie two countries 
which have touched their ebb in 
recent weeks. 

There was however no confir- 
mation of the report from indepen- 
dent sources. 



Eight killed 

In Kabul 
earthquake 

KABUL (AFP) - Etghipeople were 
killed when abuikling collapsed over- 
night after a scries of earthquakes 
struck the Afghan capital in recent 
days, residents said Saturday. 

They said rescuers dug nvo survi- 
vors from the wreckage after an in- 
tense tremor in Kabul at about 1 :00 
am SatitnJay, 

One resident said the dead were 
iravelJcrs. four of them from the .same 
fanuly , and were in transit from Kun- 
du2 in the far north to Kandahar in 
the souih. 

Afganistan is notoriously earth- 
quake-prone and reporting proce- 
dures arc virtually non-existent. Two 
earthquakes in nortlieast Afghani- 
.stan killed some 8,000 people earlier 
this year. 



Afghanistan main producer 
%f poppy, says ANF 

=7^1^10 Pakistan has four ■ million drug addicts 



By SHAH NAWAZ KHAN 
PESHAWAR - There are more than four . 
miMion drug user living in the country who' * 
spcnl 72 billion rupees on various drugs last 
year, which amounted to half of the defence 
budget of Pakistan. 

Tills was disclosed hy Brig. Ikrani-uU 
Hassan» Director, Headquarters, Anti- 
Narcotics Force (ANF). Wednesday during a 
one-day workshop on ^'Irrational Use .of 
Psychotropic Drugs*' at a local hotel in 
Pesiiawar. 

"When the production ol" opium was al- 
lowed after 1954, the country produced 7.19 
metric tons of opium during the years froin 
1955 to 1975rBrig ikram said. 

He added that when heroin was introduced 
in Pakistan in the 80s, it pushed all the other 
drugs into the background. According lo a sur- 
vey conducted in 1993, 1.52 million people 
were heroin-addicts oul of the total addicts of 
3.1 million in the country and the ratio has in- 
creased to 7 per cent by 1998. 

The ratio of the drug users in tlic urban ar- 
eas is 52 per cent and in the niral arciis it is 48 
per ccnt» out of which 60 per cent arc educated 
and employed and under the age of 35 years. 
He added that the per month income of an indi- 
vidual in Pakistan was Rs. 3.054 while his ex- 
penditure on dings was Rs. 1.259 per month. 

He claimed that all the heroin laboratories- 
in Pakistan had been shifted lo Afghaitisian ' 
which is producing 2.800 tons of opium yen ly. 
He added that this year if would bo limited to 
2.500 tons line to some restrict urns. He 



claimed that Afghanistan was a main producer . 
of the Roppy crop and some 60 per cent of it 
went into the nfiaJking of heroin which was sup- 
plied to Turkey (or further purification. He 
added that Hclmand, Qandahar and Ningarhar 
were the provinces where the crop was culti- 
vated. 

Speaking on llie occasion, Dr Saeed Farooq, 
assistant professor of psychiatry at the LRH, 
said that every fifth patient had some psychia- 
try problems in the country. By the year.2p20, 
he said, mental depression would be the sec- 
ond major problem of the mankind according 
to a World Bank report. 

He continUed'that according to the British 
Medical Journal (BMJ), Pakistan was the only 
country where daily'4.5 drugs were being reg- 
istered. He added (hat Psycholropic drugs were 
being used irrationally because of improper 
education and information on the part of both 
the doctors and patients. ^ I 

He stressed upon the importance Of psychia- 
try lectures in the medical colleges routine and 
said that the spending of Rs 72 billion on drugs 
v;as a misfortune of the nation. 

Dr Iqbal Shahcen, Homeophysician. said 
that as far as the homeopathic medicines were 
concerned, there was no concept of 
Psychotropic drugs. • 

He added that it was the dOctor^s duty not to 
prescribe- Psychotropic drugs to patients with- 
out diagnosing lhc cause of the disease. 'He 
claimed that multi-national companies were 
purchasing 9(X) tons of npiun\ from India» 600 
tons from Turkey and 1,000 tons from the oth- 



er countries of the region for use in the manu- 
facture of psychotropic drugs. 

Earlier, the chief guest, the additional chief 
secretary of the NWFI\ Shakil Durrani^ in his 
inaugural speech said that poppy.cultivation in 
the area had been ended while across the 
boarder it was still in vogue. He claimed that 
heroin use had been stabilised in the country 
after control on the poppy production. 

Durrani added that the government had a 
plan to construct a separate hospital for drug 
users as ihey had no such place where treatment 
could be pnjvided to ihcni. He said that present- 
ly the drug users were kept with the criminals 
though they were not so. He hoped that such 
' workshops would bring awareness to the mass- 
es and the medical community in the field. 

Dr Umar Ayub Khan, provincial chief of the 
Pakistan Doctors Association (PDA), said that 
after the announcement of the national health 
policy the irrational use of psychotropic drugs 
should be banned throughout the country. He 
added that the health policy should be made in 
such a manner which should be acceptable, af- 
fordable and attainable in the present situation. 

He added that they were against the state 
and street torture in the country which was the 
cause for the use of psychotropic drugs. 

The workshop was addressed by Dr 
Nasrccn Rubi, associate professor of Gynae, 
LRH. Dr Shamini Majeed, professor of Gynac. 
HMC. Dr Samad, LRH. Dr Jamila Bilal. LRH 
and Dr Nasrccn Iftikhar, coordinator. PM's 
progrninmc, Peshawar. Later, certificates were 
distributed amongst the participants. 



<5r^.aTaliban offer to ban 
drugs for UN recognition 

— in push to phase out poppy cultivation 



DUBAI (AFP) - Afghanistan's 
Taliban regime wouid outlaw the 
production of heroin and other 
drugs in exchange for UN recog- 
nition, the Islamic militia's leader 
Mullah Mohammad Omar said in 
an interview printed Wednesday. 

'The United Nations have to 
recognise the Taliban, in ex- 
change for a total ban on growing 
opium and the production of other 
drugs, Omar told the United Arab 
Emirates newspaper A /-/r//7iarf, 

"The Taliban government has 
stopped the planting and produc- 
tion of hashish but there has been 
no response for anyone whatsoev- 
er," he added. 

■ The UN Security Council, 
which still recognises the govern- 
ment of ousted president 
Burhanuddin Rabbini, adopted 
Tuesday a resolution threatening 
the Taliban with sanctions unless 
a ceasefire is put in place in 
Afghanistan. 

the United Nations has also 
urged the regime in Kabul to halt 
discrimination against women 
and other human rights abuses as 
well as to stop narcotic traffick- 



Only the UAE, Saudi Arabia 
and Pakistan recognise the 
Taliban government which con- 
trols more than 90 percent of 
Afghanistan. 

AIMAL KHAN adds: In an 
effort to break out of international 
isolation and generate much- 
needed revenue, the cash-strapped 
Taliban government has cm- 
barked upon a plan to phase out 
poppy cultivation, substituting it 
with exportable cash crops. 

Reports reaching here from 
across the Durand Line said that 
the Taliban administration had 
asked farmers in the Kabul region 
to grow onion crop in.stead of 
poppy. Taliban officials have re- 
portedly been visiting areas 
around the Afghan capital for the 
last two weeks, urging poppy- 
growers to switch over to the 
onion crop, which takes less lime 
maturing. 

The Afghan officials are learnt 
to have assured the farmers that 
their produce would be exported 
to Dubai to earn greater foreign 
exchange. 



A large number of farmers 
have heeded the Taliban advice, 
switching over to onion cultiva- 
lion. "It Ts precisely for this rea- 
son that prices of onion seeds 
have shot up from 4-70,000 
afghanis to 114,0000 afghanis a 
kilo over the last fortnight." a 
credible Afghan source revealed. 

The source added that the 
Taliban had recently struck a deal 
with a Dubai-based party for 
onion exports, which would start 
"sooner rather than later." 

.Afghanistan is the world's 
largest producer of poppy, the 
bulk of which is produced in 

eastern parts of the war-ravaged 
country. The Taliban rose to pow- 
er in Kabul in September 1996 
and poppy production has since 
increased considerably. 

Tne puritanical student militia 
has often been accused by the 
West and Iran of promoting dmg- 
trafficking in the region. 
Taliban's credibility has taken a 
dive as they themselves allowed 
poppy cultivation in areas under 
their control. "Even today, each 
of the growers give the rulers ev- 
ery eighth kilogram of poppy in 
tax. 

The Taliban have been pub- 
licly defending their policy of 
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Landmine clearing agencies 

gear up work in Afghanistan 




From Marjan Ali Shah 

PESHAWAR - Despite the advent 
of winter, the activities of landmines 
clearing agencies are in full .swing as 
nearly 2 liikhs sq metres of agriculture 
land and residential area have recently 
been handed over to the returned ref- 
ugees in Gardccz and Paktia while 
about 1 5 kilometres of road have been 
cleared in various loctations of Paktia 
Province. 

Most of the mines action teams have 
shifted to the wanner eastern and south- 
ern province, due to the bad weather in 
winter season. It may be recalled here 
that the presence of about 10 millions 
anti-tank and anti-personnel landmines 
across Afghanistan is the main handle 
in repatriation of Afghan refugees. 

The Russian invaders and the in- 
Hghting between the Afghan Muja- 
hideen groups, which still continued, 
landmines in every nook and comer of 
the war-tom Afghanistan in order to 
protect their areas from the attackers. 
According to survey* most of the land- 
mines are laid after the withdrawal of 
Russian troops, by various Mujahtdeen 
groups around their controlled areas 
even in agriculture land, irrigation 
channels and hill tops. These land 
mines have so far rendered disabled 



600,000 Afghans, out of whicli 30 per 
cent arc children a.s in more than one 
thousand villages the poor were fac- 
ing mines problems. 

Since long, a number of demining 
agencies with the financial and techni- 
cal support of foreign donors are busy 
to clear Afghanistan from mines but 
this difficult task will not take only 
years to complete but also needed a 
huge amount. Russia, China, Italy, 
Iran, India and Pakistan are the main 
responsible countries for laying land- 
mines in Afghanistan in the 18 years 
long war. Landmines harm the civil- 
ians and their environment to a far 
greater extent then military purpose 
and it takes 100 times longer to re- 
move a landmines then lay while a 
mine costs US $ 3 to produce but 
needed US $ 1000 to clear. 

TlicUNOCHA has finalised interim 
report on "socio-economic impact 
study of mines action operation in 
Afghanistan*' which illustrated links 
between mines action and other secto- 
rial activities. 

According to the preliminary report 
over 1.5 millions refugees have re- 
turned to the areas cleared from mines 
and unexploded organs which provid- 
ed direct employment opportunities 
for 10,000 farmers and primary indus- 



try workers and increased agricultural 
outputs and live.^^tock related prod- 
ucts. 

According to the UN weekly updat- 
ed about the other activities inside 
Afghanistan, the demining agencies 
had also expedited their campaign to 
educate the general public about the 
mines presence and how to protect 
themselves or to take precautionary 
measures. 

For this purpose they had estab- 
lished various training schools in 
mosques, schools, hujras and other 
public places for informing the Af- 
ghans about the destruction of land- 
mines and practically inform them to 
protect themselves from this anti hu- 
man product. In this connection, the 
Afghan campaign to ban landmines 
arranged a seminar in Kabul in which 
a large number community represent- 
atives, technical institutions, senior 
officials, ICRC, members of the ACBL 
Committee and other aid agencies took 
active part. 

Despite the land mines activities, in 
the rehabilitation activities UNGHS 
Kabul completed two major 
projects, the restoration of Nation- 
al Gallery of Afghanistan and the 
construction of irrigation dam at Bood- 
khel-Tarakhail. 



Aid agencies launch $115m 
appeal for Afghanistan 



ISLAMABAD (APP)-Aid agencies 
here and in Geneva Wednesday asked 
donors for US $115 million to support 
iheir 1 999 asMstance aclivitics to save 
lives». ensure human eights and build , 
bu^^tainablciivelihocxis in Afghanistan; 

The appeal launched by the United 
Nations on Wednesday reflects a new 
unified approach to aid activities in 
Afghanistan, forged by the UN in 1 998 
and endorsed last week by donors 
meeting in Tokyo. 

The UN requested funding for the 
top priority activities oul of a total 
portfolio of projects worth $ 185 mil- 
lion, .ii28 million more than agencie.s 
sought for 1998. These include de- 
manding, preventative health care, 
community-based development pro- 
grams and emergency food aid. 

In their appcaL the agencies noted 
that while peace continued to elude the 
people of Afghanistan, now entering 
its 20th year of war, progress has been 
made which requires continued inter- 
national suppon to sustain. 



The UN and other international agen- their societies together again, 
cies and NGOs in Afghanistan have "Tlie international community must 
saved millions of lives threatened by remain engaged in these activities, not 
poverty, war and natural disaster by only lo save lives but to assist Afghans 
supplying food, ipe^igaj ^si^K^afld ^ Jio.build^ sustai^a.t^l^.future^ says Enck 
Shelter. In this yeW'ato^i'lv/^jn^jpt!^^^^^ HuifianitariatvCoofdiha- 
earthquakes, flooding ahd'an HUenial" tor.- • - • - 

military blockade prompted major, 
niulti-agency emergency operation.^. 
Increased fighting created new refu- 
gees and displacement. Poor harvests 
and impenetrable front lines put hun- 
dreds of thousands at risk of extreme 
hunger. 

Aid groups this year helped Afghans 
to rebuild KabuFs sanitation system 
and to reconstrtict and rehabilitat 
hospitals, schools, agricuUural systems 
and roads around the country. The 
UN's mine action programme in Af- 
ghanistan, the largest in the world, is 
clearing land and housing for re-habi- 
tation and the return of refugees. Inter- 
national agencies have also worked to 
ensure the protection of human rights 
and gender equality as Afghans knit 



Aid progranitnes have continued in 
Afghanistan although most interna- 
tional workers have remained out of 
the country since the U.S. missile 
strikes on Osama bin Laden* s head- 
quarters in August. Negotiations are 
ongoing with Taliban authorities on 
creating a secure environment for the 
return of all staff and fuli-scale assist- 
ance. 

The full text and project proposals 
of the Afghanistan Ap^>eal are availa- 
ble through the Internet at 
www.undpafg.org.pk, as well as on 
compact disks available from the UN 
Coordinators' office in Islamabad. 

For more information, contact 
Brigitte Neubacher, 92-51-211- 451. 
or Susan Manuel. 92-35 1-450-1 75 1> 



Winter misery for 
Afghanistan's poor 



KABUL (AKP) - Dry limber is in 
demand, food is hoarded and farn^crs 
pray for rain. In Afghani.sian winter is 
late, spelling more fighting and fur- 
ther hardship. 

Aid workers say the situation has 
been aggravated this year by the ab- 
sence of non-governmental 
organisiions (NGCs) and a local 
economy which has e.<Ji>entially crum- 
bled. 

A World Food Program (WFP) 
study found 44 per cent of the popu- 
lation in the central region of Hazarajat 
were vulncrablc^with people sharing 
ii siogi^ roomWit&"Uye.5ioc£,ao^ 
ing off animal feed. 

The ho.spital.s in Yawkawlang and 
Panjao are apparandy in dire straits 
with no medicine, fuel, money or 
staff,' a WFP spokeswoman told AFP. 

Up to 80 families a day are aban- 
doning their homes for Gha/ni and 
Kabul. 'Apparantly the men often 
leave to find work in the winters, but 
this winter the food situation is so bad 
that entire families arc leaving,' the 
spokeswoman said. 

In Kabul, shops are well .stocked 
but in nation and a 22 per cenl fall in 
the local currency against the US dol- 



lar over recent weeks has priced even 
basic necessities out of the reach of 
most people. 

An 18-month blockade of central 
provinces by the Taliban, who claim 
80 per cent of the country, and two 
years of bad crops has forced people 
to sell their assets to survive. 

The WFP estimated that up to 80 
percent of this year's wheat crop was 

ii).st to disease while 160,000 people, 
made-up of female-heailcd house- 
holds and landless families, had been 
identified for emergency aid. 

Their plight is reflected on the 
shelves of Kabul's markets, bui *you 
can only sell your posse.^.sions once,' 
a western aid worker ob^trved. 

A .street vendor said he made two- 
to-threc dollars a day .selling maize, 
almost enough to suppon his family. 
A rival trader proclaimed: 'We rely 
on Allah for the rest'. 

On Chicken Street, in Kabul'. s di- 
lapidated tourist precinct, food im- 
. ,poi"ter Assadullah , sa;d,pr<.?fi(s iiove 
fallen 30 percent since the UN evacu- 
ation. 



3 mass graves found 
in Afghanistan 

PESHAWAR (NNI) - 
Tluee mas5 grave.^ have been 
discovered in Zabul province 
of Afghanistan. Latest re- 
ports say thnt these tnas.'^ 
graves have been found in the 
suburb of Zabul province in 
Afghanistan. One of the 
graves has been unearthed in 
a desert between Chopan dis- 
i trict and Swadavi district hav- 
ing 30-50 bodies in it. Two 
! niorc graves have been idcnri- 
fied in Dasht-i-Qazi in 
Arghandab district with twen- 
ty-five to thirty five bodies. It 
is not yet known whether the 
bodies arc of the northern al- 
liance, Taliban or civilian.^. 
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Cost of defending Taliban 



Prof Khalid Mahmud 

Spon<5oring the Taliban as the lawful 
authority in Kabul wifl lead us 
nowhere. Ambassador Ahmad 
Kamal fought a losing battle the 
other day when he tried to convince the UN 
Security Council that the Taliban regime 
was quite capable of securing peace and 
stabilit>' in Afghanistan. Nobody listened to 
his lone voice of dissent as the Security 
Councii adopted a unaniraous resolution, 
censuring the student militia for failure to 
conclude a ceasefire and resume negotia- 
tions with rival Afghan factions for setting 
up a broad-based coalition. The mf>od at 
the UN was pronounced disapproval of Tal- 
iban's refusal to accept any power-sharing 
arrangement, and a dogmatic adherence to 
arbitrary style of functioning. The UN Sec- 
reUry-General, Kofi Annan, in his report to 
the Security Council, had accused Taliban 
of violating human rights, pursuing dis- 
criminatory policies against women and 
net letting the aid groups carry on their 
rr?j:it:anan work. 

As Ahmad Kamal urged, in vain though, 
the world community to recognise the Tal- 
iban as the de facto government in 
Afghanistan, the Security Coiincil endorsed 
Kc^l Annan s findings, and threatened fhe 
Taliban with unspecified sanctions if a 
ceasefire was not put in place and.no ac- 
cord was reached to resume an intra- 
>ighan dialogue, under the UN auspices 
ard without delay and preconditions. To 
add insult to injury, the Taliban were also 
charged with sheltering international ter- 
rorists and facilitating drug trafficking. T\\q 
US envoy, who set the pace for the tirade, 
alleged that Afghanistan-based terrorism 
had become a 'plague*. The UN abo took 
note of the ethnic dimension of the Afghan 
conflict and referred to the killing of Iran- 
ian diplomats and massacre of minority 
community during the seizure of Mazar-i- 
Sharif. 

Some Taliban detractors may have had 
an axe to grind. For Instance^ the US bel- 
ligerence was obviously prompted by the 
Osama bin Laden affair, and the Russians, 
who sponsored the UN resolution, have 
been fearful of Tallban^s spillover effect in 
Central Asia. Nonetheless, the fact tltat all 
• lb members of the Security Council spoke 
witii one voice to denounce the Taliban 
regime as a 'rogue*, spoke volumes for the 
futility of championing its case l>efore the 
world community. 

Asserting, as the Pakistani ambassador 
did, that fabe alarms of imaginary threats 
were being raised to justify interference in 
.Afghanistan's internal affairs, was not a 
convincing logic. Nor was the alibi that 
censure of the Taliban was 'one-sided' 
good enough for Pakistan to distance itself 
from the UN resolution. Whatever the UN 



resolution said, which jncider.tally was a 
watered-down version of the onginai, rep- 
resented a broad international consensus 
conveyed lo tl^e Taliban time and again. 

Whether it was his mandate, or he over- 
did the job, defending the Taliban a la Pak- 
istiin s UN envoy was a diplomatic blunder. 
What the world community thinks of the 
Taliban rule was comprehetisively brought 
home by the UN debate. How would it see 
Pakistan-Taliban nexus is not hard to tell. 
We have no favourites in Afghanistan is 
what Islamabad has ail along been saying. 
Y et it was deemed necessary' to hold the 
fort for Taliban, earning in the pr(x:ess em- 
barrassing isolation. 

The Taliban can afford to adopt a 
couldn't-carc-less attitude tov/ards world 
opinion and stick to thoir self-proclaimed 
divine mission. But Pakistan has a high 
stake in being able to do business wiiii the 
rest of the world, in particular the neigh- 
bours in the region. Are we prepared to 
dump the Kashmir campaign for which wc 
have been going from pillar to post to mo- 
bilise international support? The sugges- 
tion may sound far-fetched, but the linkage 
is critical. Islamabad's proximity to 
ciiehard religious fanatics now in control in 
Kabul will have a significant bearing on in- 
ternational response to any cause spon- 
sored by Pakistan. 

Political pundits have said it is a little 
too late for P^ikistan to disengage it- 
self from the Taliban. It is as deeply 
involved in the Afghan power struggle as 
other m:\jor players such as Iran and 
•Uzbekistan, official denials notwithstand- 
ing. As each Afghan faction has a foreign 
backer and the hattlelines have been 
clearly drawn, Pakistan has littie option but 
to do business, with a friendly regime. To 
single out Pakistan for meddling in Afghan 
affairs, as Iran did following the rout of 
Northern Alliance in Mazar-i-Sharif, is 
patently unfair. Pakistan alone cannot be 
asked to stay away from the Afghan con- 
flict when so many others have a finger in 
the pie. ' 

Quite a few other arguments have also 
been given to justify support to the Tal- 
iban. To top the list is the 'Piikhtun' factor, 
which evokes fraternal sentiment on this 
side of the Durand Line, and is a crucial de- 
terminant in a pro-Taliban po'dcy formula- 
tion. 

The religious groups in Pakistan have 
an ideological motivation to closely iden- 
tify themselves with the Taiiban, who they 
see as tlie messengers of Islamic dispensa- 
tion. Eulogising summary trials and public 
executions as necessary measures to deter 
evildoers, many of them have been plead- 
ing for emulating fee Taliban model of gov- 
ernance. Hardcore religious fanatics have 
gone to the extent of saving that they 
would welcome a Taliban takeover in Pak- 



istan, since the country's rulers were not 
sincere in enforcing Islamic laws. No won- 
der the Shariah Bill was seen as a preemp- 
tive n>ove, more so becau.se the Prime Min- 
ister chose to lobby for it exclusively in the 
tribal belt. 

That the bulk of the Taliban is the prod- 
uct of Pakistani madrassas has prompted 
critics abroad to allege that the phenome- 
non was the brainchild of Pakistan's intel- 
ligence agencies- Whether the Taiiban 
movement was an indigenous growth or 
sponsored by an external hand, it achieved 
phenomenal success by marginalising all 
the rival contenders for power in 
Afghanistan. And it may be legitimately ar- 
gued, as the Pakistani Foreign Office does, 
tiiat since Uie Taiiban have extended their 
writ to most parts of tlie country and call 
the shots in Kabul* their recognition by Is- 
lamabad as legitimate Afghan, government . 
hnal no partisan motive. 

Some critics have, however, asserted 
that it was done in 'indecent haste', with- 
out taking into consideration the interna- 
tional implications of Pakistan's initiative. 
Subsequent developments have confirmed 
that Pakistan gained no leverage whatso- 
ever, while it has unnecessarily invited 
trouble on many fronts. 

If all the neighbours in the region are 
displeased, particularly a friend.like Iran, 
and Pakistan has come under fire in frater- 
nal associations like the ECO, the 'faliban 
connection could only be termed a liabil- 
ity. Even if one were to dismiss the UN . 
censure of Taliban as the outcome of US 
manipulation, no alibi is good enough to 
account for the OIC's refusal to acknowl- 
edge the Taliban regime as the lawful 
Afghan government. 

Islamabad has failed to accomplish any- 
thing wortliwhile in.its high-profile peace 
mission^ to Afghaiu$tan, largdy because of 
Taliban's refusal to participate iii an intra- 
Afghan dialogue. Islamabad is officially 
committed to a negotiated settlement 
aniong all warring Afghan fa<;tion5^Icadizig 
to the formation of a broad-based coali- . 
tion. But in case our socalled friends afid 
allies in Afghanistan are hot prepwed to 
listen to us, why blame others for accusing 
the Taliban of arbitrariness and fanaticism?. 

What, in tan^ble terms> have we.gained 
from identifying ourselves with theTaliban 
is the key question. Do wc have ai?^ clout 
over Kabul to Influence policies vital to our 
interests. Can we, for instance, persuade 
the Taliban to accommodate the ethnic and 
religious minority groups, and be a little 
more tolerant to women? We have, so far,, 
either been unable to effectively put across 
the message, thereby exposing the limita- 
tion of our communication channel with 
Kabul, or wc have been deliberately con* 
niving at their pursuit of medieval d^po- 
tism, which is indeed a far Jfrcater cause 
for concern than a foreign policy fiasco. . 
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Afghanistan's future under Taliban 



The Talit>an have proved 
rhcmseWcs to be an unrivalled 
force jn Afghanistan following 
the humiliating defeat of Gen 
Rashid Dosium in Mazar-i* 
Sharif. At present, they control 
90 percent of Afghanistan and 
eying Panjsher Valley to estab- 
lish their writ all across the 
country. Ahn^ed Shah M»50od. 
the Lion of Panjsher. is using all 
his means to stop the onslaught 
and even trying desperately to 
recapture the lost territory. But 

the ground situation and statis- 
tics indicate that Masood will not 
be able to put up resistance for a 
long time because his forces arc 
'iow tired of the long battle first 
against the Russians and now 
against their own brothers. 

The Taliban under thc admin- 
istrative leadership of Mullah 
Rabbani and under the spiritual 
guidance of Mullah Umar arc not 
♦n a mood to pay heed to any 
>nc'5 demands for the establish- 
ment of a broad-based govern- 
ment in Afghanistan. Taliban 
militia is an unstructured band of 
religious warriors who believe 
that if they succeeded they will 
become Chazi and if they died in 
the way of Allah, they will be re- 
warded in the life hereafter. 

These religious warriors arc 
running the affairs of 
Afghanistan on the super struc- 
ture of religion and it seems that 
they witl be able to maintain 
their hold on power till the time 
they remain loyal to the com- 
mandment of their religion. 
After the weakening of their loy- 
alty to religion and the war '/cal, 
or (he sudden death of their spiri- 
tual leader the very structure of 
the government will crumble 
down. The main reason behind 
this stnicturc ruination would be 
ihc non-existence of a viable ad- 
ministrative machinery and pow- 
er transferring mechanism in 
Afghanistan, which will once 
again lead thc Afghan people to 
a long civil war. 

Another possibility is that the 
Afghans arc a very impatient na- 
tion. They don*t give much time 
to their leaders to stay at the 
throne. At present, they arc satis- 
fied with the Taliban for bringing 
peace and security. Naturally af- 
ter a iong devastating war be- 
tween external and internal 
forces the basic demand of the 
hour and main objective for the 
time being is preservation of life, 
provision of food and shelter. 
But. when these needs arc some- 
what met they multiply into oth- 
er needs, wishes, wants and de- 
sires. It is at this point that thc 
Taliban would be unable to fulfil 
the psychological needs like hu- 
man development, self*esteem 
and sclf-actualisatioR. proper 
employment opportunities; eco- 
nomic prosperity, development 
of physical and human infras- 



Fazal>ur-Re}inian Afridi ^ 

iruciurc» provision of food and 
shelter, health and education and 
other facilities of modem age. 

The Taliban would not be able 
to deliver these goods partially 
due to their strict interpretation 
and imposition of Shariat laws 
and partially due to their non-co- 
operation with the international 
community. They will not be 
able to improve the basic legal, 
political, admtnistratrvc and con- 
stitutional set-ups. So. after the 
restoration of peace in 
Afghanistan, the people will find 
thc Taliban militia to be useless, 
undesirable and will try to re- 
place it with another set of 
skilled, highly qualified profes- 
sional people who know how to 
handle internal and external af- 
fairs of thc country. 

When we look nt the Afghan 
imbroglio from another angle, 
there are clear indications that 
Russia has again started consoli- 
dating its positions in thc region 
after remaining dormant for 
about 8 year mainly due to its 
own political and financial trou- 
bles. Russian Federation is again 
in the great game to protect its 
interests in the region and play 
an effective and leading role, rc- , 
asserting itself as a strong power, 
Russia has succeeded in turning 
thc Central Asian Republics 
(CARs) to its way of thinking by 
instilling the fear of Islamic fun- 
damentalism in their minds. 
That's why they all have one 
voice against Taliban and its 
skirmishes with Taliban on 
Afghan borders send clear sig» 
nals that Russia will not tolerate 
thc export of the Taliban mode of 
Islam in thc region. 

In these circumstances, the 
Russian will use their all means 
to destabilise Taliban militia. On 
the other hand, India is also in 
the grip of fear of Taliban's sup- 
port to Kashmiri freedom strug- 



Paying 



no heed to 
Pakistan's calls for a 
broad*based govern- 
ment in Afghanistan 
speak volumes for 
Taliban^s gradual in- 
dependence in deci- 
sion*making. 

gle. Thc 15 per cent Muslims in 
India will also be affected by the 
Taliban style of militancy. The 
Taliban have a very .^oft corner 
for Kashmiri people. They may 
establish war-training camps for 
Kashmiris in Afghanistan and 
support ihem with men and ma- 
terial, for the freedom of 
Kashmir and disiutegration of 
India on the pattern of the USSR. 



If that happened, the dt.sintcgra- 
tion of India vyould nor be that 
peaceful and calm. So. Indians 
arc also interested in keeping the 
Taliban engaged in ihc internal 
war by supporting the weak op- 
position alliances. 

Iran has also amassed 250.000 
troops along the borders with 
Afghanistan to warn them ; 
against the killing of Shia com- 
munity in the country. This situa- 
tion can escalate into bloody war 
between the two brotherly coun- . 
tric.*i and can further fuel the tra- 
ditional rivalries between Sunni 
and Shia communities in thc 
whole region. This will be the 
mo.^t dangerous outcome of thc j 
Afghan volatile situation that 
should be avoided at any cost. 
Paki.<;tan a strong supporter of 
thc Taliban after being disap- 
pointed by the tough behaviour 
of the Taliban will at thc end SKip 
its cooperation with them, which 
may have dire political and eco- 
nomic consequences for them. 

Similarly, sign.s indicate that 

Pakistan's control over thc 
Taliban is also weakening. Cross 
border .skirmishes with 
Pakistan's paramilitary troops 
and continuous intrusions into 
her border to arrest their culpriis 
and giving no heed to Pakistan's 
calls for a broad-based govern- 
ment in Afghanistan and other 
requests, speak volumes for the 
Taliban's gradual independence 
in decision-making. They have 
become so audacious that ihcy 
have completely ignored thc 

friend.s like Saudi Arabia and 
Pakistan on different occasions 
and ultimately Pakistan will aUo 
stop helping and supporting. On 
the other hand, the regional pow- 
ers like Iran. India and Rus.'iian 
Federation arc also concerned 
about the die-hard radical 
Taliban-brand religious ideology 
and militancy. Therefore, this tri- 
partite alliance of Iran, India and 
Russia mav devise a three- 
pronged strategy for 
Afghanistan; (I) Provide arms 
and finances to the anti-Taliban 
alliance, (II) Exploit the multi- 
ethnicity of Afghans and (III) 
Create deep divisions and differ- 
ences among the unor|aniscd 
and unstructured, non-mstitu- 
tiona! structure of Taliban 
Militia. 

Going deep into the composi- 
tion of thc Taliban, it is clear that 
they are . pre-dominantly 
Pakhtuns with small number of 
other ethnic groups. Pakistanis 
and Arabs. Pakhtuns are famous 
for their passion of fighting. 
When they have no foreign ene- 
my, ihcy right among them- 
selves. When all the opposition 
forces arc washed away from thc 
scene, they may start fighting 
among themselves. The growing 
difference between Mullah Umar 
and Mullah Rabbani and small 



unsuccessful revolts in different 
regions clearly indicates thi.s 
mind-set of Pakhtun dominated 
Taliban. The conflict between 
Durranis and Ghiizai group of 
Pakhtuns m Taliban ranks will 
again plunge the country into 
chaos and anarchy. 

Taliban's lack of tolerance and 
enforcement of its own interpre- 
tation of Shariat; denial of hu- 
man rights; forcing men to grow 
beard; stopping women from 
working and getting education; 
their links with terrorism and 
smuggling narcotics and drugs; 
humiliation, harassment and 
killing thc personnel of interna- 
tional organisations like (UN) 
will considerably harm their le- 
gitimacy as true representatives 
of Afghan people. 

It is high time that Taliban and 
other warring factions saw that 
for how long will they continue 
to play with the lives of innocent 
Afghan people for power. They 
will have TO think in terms of 
providing basic needs of 
Afghans inside Afghanistan and 
all those who are outside 
Afghanistan living as refugees 
and maltreated by the host coun- 
tries. If Afghans want to main- 
tain their traditional prestige and 
honour then they will have to 
stop hostility and establish a 
broad-based government with 
equal representation to all ethnic 
groups. This is thc only solution 
for the war-ravaged, multi-ethnic 
and multi-cultural society of 
Afghanistan. 

Taliban ban 
two Pakistani 
newspapers 

By AIMAL KHAN 

PESHAWAR - The Taliban ad- 
ministration in Kabul and 
Jalalabad have imposed ban on 
thc entry of some of the Pakistani 

, newspapers to Afghanistan. 

Reliable sources confided to 
Thc Frontier Post that thc 
Intelligence Uni^ of Taliban in 
Jalalabad had issued a circular on 
December 8. 1998 wherein a ban 
had been imposed on the entry of 
some Pcshawar-bascd Pakistani 

• newspapers to Jalalabad and 

I Kabul. 

\ The Taliban officials, thc 
": sources said, had taken this action 
following the anti-Taliban report- 
ing concerning the demonstra- 
tions which were held by Afghan 
student.s in Peshawar after 
American cruise mi-wlcs attacks 
on Afghanistan. 

Those newspapers which have 
come under this action of Taliban 
included the Pcshawar-bascd 
Pashto daily,' Wahdat and a bilin- 
gual daily Sahaar being brought 
out by Afghans in Peshawar, ' 

Thc Taliban had also imposed 
a ban on the entry of daily Wahdat 
to Jalalabad about eight months 
ago. This time they had declared 
ih^ reading of Wahdat and Sahaar 
as illegal in Kabul also besides 
Jalalabad city. 





PaJk Taliban demolish 
houses of murder accused 



Bureau Report 

PESHAWAR: Tlte Pakistani Taliban 
m Orakzai Agency punished another 
three suspects In the murder case of 
a young man Thursday by burning 
iious€5 of three more accused and 
imposing a fine of Rs 1.5 million' on 
each of them. . 

A few days ago, the Tehrik-l-Tu- 
laba had publicly executed the al- 
leged murderer, Khial Ghaffar, for 
kjlJin^ one Shandi Khan to grab his 
pr'^nerty It had also burnt the 
h is of three other suspects and 
fm^d them Rs 1 .5 million each. 

Maulana Mohammad Rahmin, 
head of Tehrlk-i-Tulaba in Orakzai 
Agency, told The News on phone 
from Khadezo village that their T^l- 
ib" -vith the help of local tribesmen 
bv. V the houses of suspects, Sultan, 
Omar Shah and Zarbat Sher. He said 
a fine of Rs 1.5 million each was also 
imposed on them. "Their houses 
were burnt and they were Hned be- 
a^iise they failed to appear before 
ulenta Shoora to defend themselves 



against charges that they were m- 
volved In the conspiracy to eliminate 
the orphaned Shandi Khan. Tliey 
Could have escaped punishment had 
they appeared before Uie ulema and 
vtjibal eldere," he explained. 

The Maulana said six of the ac- 
cused had gone into hiding. How- 
ever, he said the burning of their 
houses and the heavy fjne were 
enough punishment for them and 
even if they were caught now they 
would not be punished further. 

Maulana Rahmin said nobody in 
the government had contacted them 
yet for publicly, executing an alleged 
murderer. "We have no problem with 
the authorities; In fact, we are itelp- 
ing the government by taking action 
against criminals and maintaining 
peace in the tribal area,* he said. 

He clarified thai hts Tehrik-i-'Ri- 
laba in Orakzai Agency had no links 
with the T^iban in Afghanistan.' 
"However, we arc inspired by the 
Afghan Taliban and support their 
government and policies," he ar- 
gued. 



Islamists reactivate training 
facffities in Afghanistan 



By Ismail Khan 

PESHAWAlt: Months after a hail of 
US cruise missiles hit suspected ter- 
rorist networks in Afghanistan's 
southern Khost province, intelli- 
gence and diplomatic sources said 
the organisations involved in impart- 
ing guerilla training to Islamic radi- 
cals have reactivated their opera- 
tions. 

There is evidence to suggest that 
the Islamic radicals have reactivateci 
their training facilities in 
Afghanistan,'* revealed an intelli- 
gence official. "In fact, they never 
ceased their operations. They merely 
moved lUem from one place to an- 
other," said intelligence and securit>' 
officials who claimed that HarakatuI 
Ansar which changed its name to 
HarakatuI Mi\jahideen after it was 
branded a terrorist organisation by 
tl)e US has relocated its camps deep 
• in Khost, Jalalabad and Kabul^They 
have abandoned Zawarah.** said the 
btelligence oflfidal of the area which 
received dozens of guided cruise 
missiles in August last. 

The report has also been con- 
firmed by western diplomatic 
sources. Quoting source, diplomats 
said that the HUA recently invited a 
delegation of ulema from the IWFP 



to visit their training facilities in 
Jalalabad and Kabul. "It doesn't take 
long to build the camps. All one 
nee<ls Is mud and stonts to build the 
structure and there is plenty of ii out • 
there," recalled Bakht Zamin, com- 
mander of Al-Badr unit of Hezbul 
Mujahideen, a militant outfit of the 
Jamaat-i-Islami, fighting 'guerilla 
warfare in the Indian-held Kashmir 
Zamin, a lawyer by education, said 
he had taken part, in the construction 
of Al-Badr and Zawarah camps 
which were hit by a blitz of missiles. 

Both intelligence as well as diplo- 
matic sources speak of increa^ied ac- 
tivities of Arab radicals in Kabul. 
One official quoting a reliable source 
j said that Arabs had been seeti con- 
centrating in Jeiaiez in Maidan Shehr 
/ close to Kabul. These sources fur- 
! ther said that radicals associated 
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with Osania bin Laden 's Al-Qaida or- 
.ganisation were making efforts to 
open -a new training facility in 
Afghanistan's northern Kunduz 
province. They are trying to make 
th>ir'heW' facilities in caves, appar- 
ently to. escape missile attack,** the 
source said. 

OfTicials said there had been no 
let up in the number -of people opt- 
ing to join either Al-Qaida or the 
HUA. Security officials said that 



Arabs of Middle Eastern and north- 
ern African origin were still travel- 
ling to Pakistan in transit to 
Afghanistan. They said that one. 
Zainul Abideen alias Abu Zubaida 
was operating as a conduit and rep- 
resentative of bin Laden in Pakistan. 
The 38-year-old bespectacled, tail 
Paiestiman with a FYeuch-cut beard 
is widely believed to be the channel 
Uirough whom men and money 
reaches Laden. *He is a shadox'ry 
character. We know that he exists 
but have never been able to track 
him down,** admitted one secuiity bf- 
ffciid. 

Knowledgeable sources said that 
an increasing number of iVrab radi- 
cals were travelling to Pakistan using 
Italian and French passports. In a 
raid on one of the safe houses in l^- 
shawar's posh Hayatabad township, 
allegedly run by Abu Zubaida, secu- 
rity agencies recovered 16 blank Ital- 
ian passports^ The passports, said 
the security officials, were stolen 
from Naples in Italy. An Arab ar- 
rested m\h a stolen Italian passport, 
along with a Bosnian, a Saudi and an 
Iraqi national, were bailed out and 
later Red across tl»e border to Jalal- 
abad. Cases against them are now 
pending in local courts. 

In a similar raid, security offi- 



cials, arrested Muhammad Abdul 
Mxid Basem Sheta in Peshawar. 
Shcta, sai<l to be in his mid-thirties, 
had two Egyptian passports, both 
were found to be forged. Officials 
said (hat three hand greuadt^s and 
several detonators were recov<^red 
from his living room. Sheta refused 
to confess anything and tried to 
commit suicide with a string of his 
trouser in an infcrrogation cell. He is 
being tried imder the explosives and 
anti- terrorist iav^rs. 

Intelligence o^cials pointed out 
that Sheta was plittUiing to bomb tiie 
residence of a senior diplomat iu Pe- 
shawar and that they had boon 
tipped olT of tlie possible terrorist at- 
tack by the foreign mission con- 
cerned. "We were given the informa- 
tion and developed it further," the 
officials said. 

The security agencies are also 
looking for Saifuddin, a Tunisian, 
who is believed to be working for an- 
• other group, called the Takilris. The 
group believes that all Muslims Liv- 
ing under the US Sphere of influence 
are infidels^and need to revert to 
Islam. In a raid on one of their sale 
houses, security officials recovered 
Iraqi passpoits and forged visa stick- 
ers of Pakistani high commission in 
London. 



Lack of planning, funds hamper 
Afghan reconstruction 



By Naf ees Takkar 



ISLAMABAD - Adjacent to the 
main gate of Kabul Continental Hotel 
there stands a young attendant in the 
small cabin to watch the raovcmctiia 
and welcome the guests. He has a P- 
cap on his head. With a flowing Tali- 
ban style beard and western unifomi, . 
he presents n contrasting image of the 
old and new Afghanistan.. In his cabin 
he has an electric heater to keep llic 
biting cold at an arm's length. For 
switching off the light he would not 
use the button. Rather he will take out 
the bulb from its holder. 

Inside the rooms of the hotel the 
system is not very bad. At least knob 

can help you switch on or ofl your 
iooni*s lights. Hectric heater and jiot 
water can be .provided to the guests 
soon after their entry into the room. 

"Proper planning is the need of the 
hour to improve things/* the hotel at- 
tciidjint cackles as he demonMratcs 
how many people in Afghanistan pass 
cuirent to the bulbs and bulbils to 
make light in their homes. I^s discon- 
tentment on the state of affairs is visi- 
ble and is restless to see when Taliban 
would get rid of the war and mitiate 
reconstruction of his war-torn coun- 
try.- 

. But he is not the only Afghan rueful 
about his motherland. In Kandahar, 
Ghazni, Kabul, Mehtarlam (capital of 
Laghman) and Jalalabad people are 

anxious for positive activities. They 
are not happy with the status quo and 
havestarte^countingthemasterstrokes 
of Taliban siiKe they appeared on (he 
Afghan canvas four years ago, *Teacc 
ajid security," and then they stop when 



you will ask tliem about the feats of 
Taliban rule. The two stunts are also 
well-crammed by Taliban and they 
will frequently refer to the 'arnazing* 
peace they restoi^cd in Afghanistan of 
their prcdcccssorvJiiiadi groups. 

But who will build the roads, schools 
ami hospitals? The economy and agri- 
culture are yet to attract tlie ruler.s. 
Jobs are not existing to accommodate 
the youth of the country. And the fire 
in the stomach is increasingly high. . 

Tlie southern parts that came under 



their predecessors. It is rather the tail- 
iire of all the waiTJiig factions that 
could not destroy those few functional 
pieces of tlie road. A small portion of 
the road had been levelled in tlie recent 
months. 

Those who frequently travel on these 

roads can not tolerate more deferral in 
the reconslruclion of lliesc roads. For 
them the first priority is the recon- 
struction of the roads even if Talibaji 
had no raoficy for making any break- 
through in the social sector. Nor they 



^ ... , . , ,nn^ J 1 believe in the compulsions of Talibatt 

Taliban rule m late 1994 and early they piesent for not nllocntingbudisct* 

1995 present little diffcrenoe to the foj-.n^c lebuikling of the main roait«; 

central and eastern parts of Afghanir between different towns. 

Stan which were captured by Taliban V: Besides roads equally pathehc is 

in the mid of 1996. Both in southern, . Afghanistaji's agricultiirc sector. The 

eastern and central parts the roads are \\xi\^ progress agriculture made under 



still buiripy. llie 110 kilomctcr-Iotig 
road leading from Pak-Afghan border 
near Giaman Co Kandahar made no 
progress in the last four years. It is.stilT 
bumpy. And perfiaps no.wise doctor will 
advise his patient to travel on this road. 

Worse is the condition of the road 
from Kandaharto Kabul which is about 
^ kilometers long. A motor car will 



the Taliban rule can only be recorde<l 
in Afghanistan's southern parts wliile 
rest of the areas remain as they have 
been. 

Of the 90 per cent destroyed agricul- 
tme 70 per cent has been brought back 
to normalcy in Kandaliar, Helmand 
and Zabul provinces, according to 



take about 20 hours to i^ach Kabul ] aUban spokesrnan Maulvi Abdui 
from Kandahar, Only for three to four Hayce Mutinam. He says Taliban dis- 
houis a driver can find a stretch wher- !"^"^^^ modem seeds vvhich led to an 

eon he can drive at a speed of 60 to 15 l^^^f ^f; ^" ^^"^^ ^^^^^'^J!^ 

has led to a low ferlihty, however. To 



kilometer per hour. For the ixist of the 
journey the spcedomctex needle should 
not cross the figure of 35 or 40. If it 
raises, the car can develop a fault which 
then can hardly find a mechanic to be 
repaired by. 

Tht busiest is tlic road between Ka- 
bul and Jalalabad which later leads to 
Torkham, the Pak.- Afghan border. This 
road ha.s few metalled stretches but the 
credit for that does not go to Taliban or 



improve irrigation new caitals have 
also been built and morr land has been 
brought under cultivation, Govcnior 
of Kandaliar Mullali Mohammad Has- 
san Rehmanl says. 

At prCxsent Afghanistan can btjaslof 
a miniscule small industry comprising 
units manufacturing plastic products, 
cement, soaps and biscuits. 

Taliban can rightly claim tremen- 
dous progress in power generation and 



hs supply to consumers specially in 

major cities and town^. For instance 
Taliban have been able to pmvide elec- 
(ricity to consumers in a radius of 184 
. .square kilometers in Kandahar. JJiniiiarly 
IKHvcr has been restorwl to capital Ka- 
bul, Ghazni, Laslikaiptli, Herat, Jalala- 
bad, Mehtaalam, CPat and niral aieas 
adjoining these cities. Likewise Taliban 
have plans to incn^se power genera- 
tion of plants on the Kabul river. 

Two of the major social sector 
spheres are still languishing in neglect 
in the four-year Taliban mle. With the 
exception of a very few, many hospi- 
tals are either in a destroyed stale or in 
a shambles. Only those hcaltlt centres 
are functional which have been set up 
by NGOs. 

Schools are being built in Afghani- 
stan's south, the region which was the 
first to fall toTaliban. In the south only 
hoys schools are steadily being buih 
while there are not institutions for girls. 
Kabul university has been opened up 
but again only for boys. Girls eager to 
learn go to homes in neighborhood for 
some prit^ate education. 

Kven if Taliban improve its indus- 
try, agricultuic imd die miserable so- 
cial sector, it will be long years befuir 
Ihey put into place a proper bankirig 
system. 'Hie official cumuicy Alghaiii 
is continuously printed but no one 
knows against what it is valued, there 
are virtually no foreign exchange or 
gold reserves. This has led to a contin- 
uous decline of the Afghani against all 
foreign currencies, the result is a hor- 
rible in nation and soaring prices. 



Afghans fleeing northern 



areas accuse" Taliban of torture 



WASHINGTON (NNI) - 
Taliban atrocities coupled with nat- 
ural calamities have resulted in the 
increased influx of the Afghan 
x-^fugees from Afghanistan s north- 
em aiid central parts to Pakistan, re* 
pons VOA. 

Many Hazara families arrived 
from central Afghanistan have 
lodged behind the Qissa Kh'^'ani 
Bazaar in Peshawar. They wanted 
10 proceed to Quctta or Iran. 

After a brief stay in Kabul, these 
famihcs leave for Pakistan. A resi- 
dent of Sarchashma area in Siakhak 
Mohammad Ali in Peshawar said 
that he migrated due to the excesses 
of Taliban. He said that Taliban told 
them either to give them arms or 
money, which he did not have ei- 



ther. 

He alleged that he along with his 
family was forced to leave tbr 
Pakistan.' He said that they were 
again looted at Torkham. Most of 
the refugees did not disclose their 
names fearing security for their rel- 
atives still living in Afghanistan. 

An old man said Taliban would 
punish his relatives if he named 
them. He said he arrived in 
Peshawar after walking for two 
days along with his children. 

In Peshawar too, he said, there 
was nobody to look after them and 
they were roaming about desperate- 
ly. He said he even telephoned to 
Iran but from therr. too, Afghans 
were expelled. 

In Pakistan.' the refugees arc 



leading a miserable life as they nei- 
ther have jobs nor money. One 
Hussain Ali from Wardag province 
said that Taliban deprived him of 
the money and belongings and now 
he was empty handed. 

A number oJ* Afghan widows 
who have lost their husbands in war 
have also accompanied the fresh 
refugees. A widow said she left 
Afghanistan to escape Taliban's 
atrocities. Excesses are not the only 
reason for the migration of these 
people. Natural calamities which 
hit their areas in spring and summer 
have also resulted in decreasing 
agricultural products In Hazarajat. 
which remained under 18 months 
economic siege, forcing the people 
to migrate. 



Osama urges Muslims to 
coSront Americans, Britons 



CAIRO: The Musiim militant Osama 
bin Laden has urged Miislims to kill 
Americans and Britons for support- 
ing their armed forces' attacks or. 
Iraq, according to an interview with 
an Arabic newspaper. 

*The British and the American 
people loudly declared their suppoiT 
for 6eii leaders' decision to attack 
Iraq," Bin Laden Friday's edi- 
tion of the newspaper Asharq al- 
Awsat. 

This made it "the duty of Muslin^s 
to confront, fight and kill (Britoni> 
and Americans),- Bin Laden said. 
"Ahd anything that can be taken from 
them by force is the rightful prize of 
Muslicns-* 

The United States and Britain 
carried out airstrikes on Iraqi mi'.:- 
tajy and conununications sites Dec 
16-19 to punish Baghdad for its al- 
leged obstruction of UN inspectors 
seeking evidence of its weapons of 
mass destruction. 

The London-published newspa- 
per said the interview with Bin 
Laden was conducted in the ntotm- 
uins of Helmand province, southern 
i*'ghanistan. 

Washington accuses Bin- Laden, a 
Saudi dissident, of masterminding 
the twin bombing of the US em- 
bassies in ihsnjania and Kenya on 
Aa:g7. 

The blasts kiUed 224 people, in- 
cluding 12 Americans. Thirteen days 
later the United States blasted Bin 
Lacen's camps in Afghanistan with 
crctsc missiles. 

Bin Laden denied any involve- 
TT.er.t in the embassy bon^bings, but 
exsre3.sed hi.<; "admiration and sup- 
port' for the attackers. 

After the United States attacked 
Bin Laden 's camps, the Taliban — 
the militia that controb 90 per ceivt 
of Afsjhanistan — announced that it 




/n this image taken from video broadcast Thursday, Osama bin Ladea 
sptaks during aa intemew at an oadbdosed location in Afgliamstaa 
Wednesday. —AP photo 



had Imposed restrictions on Bin 
Laden, including barring him from 
giving press interviews. 

Bin Laden told Asharq al-Awsat 
that while the Taliban had prohib- 
ited him from carrying out attacks 
on foreign countries, he continues 
to 'guide (Muslims) toward holy 
war agaiiist Jews and Christians. 
This is a duty." 

The interview wa.s the second to 
be published with Bin Laden in two 
days. It Was not immediately clear 
whether he was defying the Tal- 
iban's restrictions or whether they 
had been eased. A Taliban 
spokesman codld not be reached 
for coromcnt. 

"Every day 1 indulge In my 
favourite hobby of horse-riding, rid- 



ing more than 70 kilometres (40 
mi^es) a day," Bin Laden told the 
tiempapf f. 

The Pentagon put about such 
'strange rumours" In order "to re- 
assure ^eii<*aii» by maMng them 
think their public enemy number 
one l«! about to die,* he charged. 

Earlier this month the Pentagon 
described as "Interesting' intelli- 
gence reports tliat Bin Laden was ill 

and had been seen walking un- 
.sf eadily in recent photographs. 

The Savidl dissident again denied 
Wa<:hington's charge that he mas- 
terminded the embassy bombings In 
Nairobi and Dar es Salaam in which 
12 US nationals were killed. 

Bin Laden denied having "any 
operational or financial link" with 



Mamduh Mahmud Salim, a Su- 
danese national held in Washington 
on charges of being Bin Laden's * 
principal arm.s supplier. 

"(Mamduh SaJim) is one of the 
best men I have ever met — he led 
prrC'crs at Peshawar mosque for the 
Arab (volimteers) and also worked 
with the relief groups (in 
Afgnanisutt)," Bin Laden said. 

"But he left Sudan fof ^Germany 
more than four years ago,' he said. 

.Mamduh Salim was extradited to 
the Unltef Stiles am Sunday after 
being arrested in <5trtt^ny in 
September. 

Bin Ladhi also dcnfetJ »ny link 
with a Sudanese pharmaceutical 
plan: Washington bombed in retali- 
ation for the August bombing of its 
embassies. 

*; didn't even know the name of 
the owner of thi.<! factory until I 
learnt it from media reports," he 

.?aid. 

Bin Laden insisted that he had 
no involvement whatsoever with tJie 
pharmaceutical industry while he 
w.^ ixi Sudan before his departure 
for Afghanistan In 1906. 

Ke also cast doubt on US 
charges ll\at the bombed Sudaticse 
plant was being used to produce 
precursors for chemical weapons. 

"If it were producing chemical 
weapons, there would have been 
tcn.<! of thousands of oisttaliies," he 
?aid. • 

"The United States bombed it 
wiiiioui the slightest proof bccau.<;c 
President (Bill Clinton) wanted to 
hide his misdcmeanf>ur3 and re- 
sorted to massacring Mu.slims be- 
cause In his eyes their blo'od is 
cheap." 

Asharq al-Awsat carried no pic- 
tures of. Bin Laden but said the in- 
terview was carried out tel to face 
at his Afghan hideout. 

It denied that the Saudi leader 
^vas based in Kandahar province, 
the stronghold of the Taliban, the 
Islamic militia which controls most 
of .Afghanistan and has been 
strongly criticised by Washington 
for harbouring Bin Laden.— 
.\P/AFP 



Osama embarks on large-scale business 



F.P.-Maidan Service 

PESHAWAR - The rcpte- 
sentatives of billionaire Saudi ' 
fugitive Osama bin Laden and 
(he Taliban govcmmeni have 
signed an agreement allowing 
the dissident to initiate large- 
scale businesses in 
Afghanistan. The Froniier 
Post learnt Sunday. 

Details have it that the 
Afghanistan-based Osama has 
managed to lake vnrious agri-. 
cultural farms on lease in 
Jalalabad, capital of Nangarhar 
province, and fbe adjaeeiM ai> 
eas. 

He has been allowed to ex- 
port fiuits from these farms to 
Gulf states using Peshawar as 
the transit route. The farms 
mostly produce olive, lemon, 
orange and pomegranate, 
nspcciolly olive, wliich is in 
great demand iti the Gulf 
states. 

Osama is also interested in 
the export of olive, one of the 



^ most expensive 
fruits in the Gulf 
countries, to the 
Middle East niar- 
ket. . 

According to a 
reliable source, 
before the 
Russian inva- 
sion, these farms 
employed about 
i 0.000 people 
but now the ma- 
jor produce has 
only been wheat. 
Last year the 
wheat produced 
on these lands 
was only 70 tons 
as compared to 
this years pro- 



duce of 140 tons. 

A reliable smfti isaitf. the 
audkorilics were kccpiiiu the 
Osama deal in secret as the 
United States and other west- 
ern countries, which had al- 
ready placed Osama on the top 



of their hit 
list, were cre- 
ating hurdles 
for him.' 
Despite tlie 
intcrnatiunal 
pressure and 
s a n c t i o ii s . 
Osama's bu.si- 
ncss is nour- 
ishing ia the 
Islamic coun- 
tries, tl>c 
.source said. 

The source 
said the busi- 
ness office of 
Osama at 
AmariEit Char, 
in the vicinity 
of Jalalabad, 
is being deco- 
rated and one of the trusted 
friend of Osamn. a Canadian 
national of Arab origin had 
been appointed to look after 
lite business. 
The Arab national holding 




Canadiao nationality has also 
spent some time in jail during 
the investigation into a bomb 
blast case at the Egyptian 
Embassy in Islamabad some 
lime back. 

The Frontier Past learnl that 
Osama was running hi.s vast 
business empire (hrougli 
scores of front men. some of 
whom were operating from 
Peshavv«r, 

Osai»< is learnt lo have fi- 
nanced several development 
projects in the areas controlled 
by his principal supporters, the 
Taliban. 

Some of these projects have 
been altcady completed while 
others arc in the various stages 
of completion. 

Over the past one year, the 
billionaire Saudi di.ssidcnl has 
cincrgci ns the niuin iinuncicr 
of Talihan movement, which 
has bec» receiving .scarce for- 
eign assistance due to their iso- 
lation at the international level. 



Taliban move to curb 

timber smuggling 



By AIMAL KHAN 

PESHAWAR . The Taliban au- 
thorities have banned the forest- 
cutting all over Afghanistan fol- 
lowing strong demand from the 
people. . 

Taliban sources confided to The 
Frontier Post here on Wednesday 
that supreme leader of the student 
militxa Mullah Mohammad Omar 
Mujahid, through a special decree, 
had strictly banned the fortst-cut- 
ting in the war-torn country. 

The decree was issued after a 
delegation of Zazai tribal 
Pakhtoons held a' tneeting with 
the Taliban high command in 
Kandahar recent, during which 
they called upon the hardline mili- 
tia to take concrete steps to check 
the brutal deforestation in 
Afghanistan. 

One member of the delegation. 
Dccn Mohammad Ghazi, told The 
Frontier Post that the timber 
smuggling had been controlled to 
a great extent following the 
Taliban's decree. Ghazi, who' re- 
turned from Kandahar recently, 
said on his way back from the 
southwestern Afghan city he wit- 
nessed significant decrease in the 
transportation of timberr 

He quoted governor Kunar as 
saying that in compliance with the 



decree, forest-cutting had strictly 
been banned in areas under his 
control. 

The transportation of already- 
cut and stored timber in Kunar has 
already been halted till further or- 
.ders. It may be pointed out that 
Kunar is the most deforested area 
of Afghanistan which has a very 
limited forest covered area due to 
its semi-arid climate. 

The western parts of Hindu 
Kush, in the provinces of 
Nooristan, Kunar, Laghman, 
Paktia and Nangrahar, arc mostly 
covered by oaks, pines, and cedars 
forests. 

Since the' fall of Communist 
government in Afghanistan, these 
forests have been subjected to in- 
discriminate cutting by the local 
commanders. This ruthless falling 
of trees has denuded many once 
lush green mountains in these re- 
gions. 

Due to geographical location of 
these forests, mainly situated close 
to the country*s border with 
Pakistan, has led to the emergence 
of powerful Afghan-Pakistani tim- 
ber smuggling rackets. 

To make quick bucks from 
cross-border limber smuggling, 
the former Jehadi commanders in 
collusion with the Pakistani timber 
mafia, had unleashed a deforesta- 



tion campaign, which had reached, 
catastrophic proportions. 

Although the Taliban had im- 
posed a ban on forest cutting soon 
after the fall of eastern provinces 
to them in September 1996, but 
the timber smuggling continued 
unabated throughout this period. 

However, with the rise of stu- 
dent militia to power in castem^ 
Afghanistan, the smuggling has 
. been re-routed and now it i.s being 
transported to Karachi, the largest 
Pakistani timber market, via 
Kabul, Kandahar and Quelta and 
not directly through NWFR 

A sizable portion of the profit is 
now going into the pockets of 
some Taliban commanders due to 
re-routing of illegal cross-border 
timber trade. In the past the anti- 
Taliban commanders used to bene- 
fit from these windfall profits. 

According to an authentic sur- 
vey, in the eastern provinces, the 
area covered under forests was es- 
timated at 210,000 hectare, of. 
which 72 per cent w^s located in 
Kunar province alone. 

By the time the smuggled tim^ 
ber reaches Karachi, its price mul- 
tiplies by 25 times and when it 
reaches its final market, mainly 
Gulf states and Japan, it is sold at 
price 50 times higher than its cost 
back in Kunar, Afghanistan.. 



Afghanistan to import 
gas from Turkmenistan 



By AIMAL KHAN 

PESHAWAR . The Taliban gov- 
ernment has signed an agreement 
with "nirkraenistan on the import of 
600 tonnes of liquified natural gas. 

Afghan sources • told The 
Frontier Post here Saturday that 
the agreement wa.^ recently signed 
by senior ofRcials of the two gov- 
ernments, and the Turkmen gas 
would be supplied to the energy- 
deficient areas of the war-battered 
country, which often faces seriovis 
fuel and food shortages, especially 
in the biting winter. 

Trader relations between 
Afghanistan and Turkmenistan 
have registered an 1 1 per cent in- 
crease during the past one year de- 
spite the student militia govern- 
ment's ncar-intemational isolation. 

TXirkmenistan is the. only coun- 
try in the worid after Pakistan and 
the United Arab Emirates, with 
whom Taliban enjoy normal rela- 
tions and are involved in a consid- 
erable two-way trade. 

Taliban had also signed an 
agreement with the Turkmen gov^ 
emmcnt in Septemeber last on the 
import of pctroU diesel and jet fuel. 

The first consignment of the fuel 



arrived in Afghanistan through m 
Toi^hundi border town in the sec- 
ond week of this current month. 
Turkmenistan has been maintain- 
ing a low-profile cordial relations 
with Afghanistan ever since the rise 
of Taliban on the Afghan scene in 
1996. 

Afghanistan had, in the past, 
been totally dependent on fuel im- 
ports from Iran, but after the coun- 
try*s latest agreement with 
Ttirkmenistan, it will no more rely 
on that source. 

Torghundi border town has, over 
the past few years, emerged as a 
bustling trade centre, especially af- 
ter Iran' stopped offering its Bander 
Abbas port facility for Afghan 
transit trade last year. The Iranian 
decision caused a. 15 to 20 per cent 
slump in the Afghan transit trade. 

Afghan traders, used to import 
their goods through Banadar 
Abbbas and Islam Qila while now 
they have switched over to Banadar 

Abbas-Turkmenistan-torghundi 
(Afghanistan) route. 

Interestingly, despite the fact 
that the cost of the import of good's 



through TXirkmcnisian has doubled 
for Afghan traders, the two-way 
trade is still growing. In the past 
the freight .cost of a 40 feet contain- 
er from Bander Abbas to 
Afghanistan (via Islam Qala) wa.$ 
2200 dollars, which has now dou- 
bled to $ 4500 with the re-routing 
through Turkmenistan. 

According to one estimate, more 
than 800 trailers and trucks cross 
over to Afghanistan or 
Turkmeni.stan every day. 

Besides fuel» Afghanistan is ialso 
importing electricity, cloth, wheat, 
fcrtilzer and machinery frorn its 
Central Asian neighbour while its 
exports to Turkmenistan include 
rice, carpets and dry fruits. The 
electricity imported from 
Turkmenistan is being supplied to 
consumers in the Jauzjan province- 
After Turkmenistan, another 
Central Asian country. Kazakhstan, 
is also very keen to improve trade 
relations with Afghanistan. 
Recently, a private Kazakh firm of- 
fered to sell wheat to Afghanistan 
at the rate of 166 S per matric ton. 
Talks are still going on and an 
agreement is well in sight. 



Afghan sources said the 
Turkmenistan government was 
also considering to construct a 
bridge on Ammu Darya (Oxus riv- 
er) so as to give its land-locked 
neighbour a more wider access' to 
international markets. Afghanistan 
imorts from Central Asia have tra- 
ditionally been • made through 
Uzbekistan, using Heratan bridge 
over Oxus. . * * 

However, after the fail of north- 
ern Afghanistan . to Talibaii in 
August &is year, no trade has bticn 
carried out through Heraitan as 
Uzbekistan has closed its boder 
with its war-ravj^ged neighbour! 




Taliban's ban on music 
jeopardises Afghan heritage 



ByQasimSbah 

PESHAWAR: Afghan singers and mu- 
sicians living in Peshawar are deeply 
concerned over the extinction of 
their 200-year old cultural heritage 
a5 the puritanical Taliban govern- 
ment has imposed ban on music in 
Afghanistan. 

Ban on music has resulted in the 
flight of musicians to neighbouring 
coimtries as they are fearing penal- 
ties from the Taliban after their 
takeover in Afghanistan. 

"If you are a musician and Tal- 
iban found you tl\ey will certainly kill 
you,* remarked an Afghan musician 
Saida Jan who is now based in Dab- 
gari Gardens in Peshawar. However, 
one of the Taliban officials in Pe- 
shawar denied any capital punish- 
ment for the musicians. He said, "if 
they refuse to abandon their profes- 
sion despite our warnings we impose 
fines and confiscate their instru- 
ments". 

In a survey conducted by The 
News, many Afghan musicians were 
found living in Pakistan against their 
wills as they * are banned in 
Afghanistan. These Afghan musi- 
cians, most of whom are based in Pe- 
shawar, are living in a pathetic con- 
ation due to their low incomes. 



The Afghan musicians living in 
Peshawar includes folk bands, pop 
groups and some famous Afghani 
singers. 

A famous Afghani ferhale singer, 
Naghma, feared the very existence 
music in the present circumstances. 
She said that Mghanistan tradition- 
ally kept the pure Pashtoon music 
alive but now as no music was al- 
lowed in Afghanistan, the musicians 
were compelled to stay in exile and 
"for earning bread they are com- 
pelled to choose other profes.sions 
for themselves". Explaining the pu- 
rity of Afghan music she said that 
Pushtoon music here in Frontier liad 
acccp^-cd inOucn«^e from Punjabi and 
other Pakistam locaj iaustc. She said, 
**the Af2b5»ni nru^^ic if free from all 
sorts of foreign iniluences and is still 
in its purist form but its very exis- 
tence was now at stake.** 

Comments by Naghma were con- 
firmed by other Afghan musicians 
also. Most of the bands and .Afgi\an 
pop groups were of the opinion that 
ban on music in the Taiiban-con- 
troUed areas had affected the Afghan 
music the most. One Afghan musi- 
cian Riqir, based in Dabgari Gar- 
dens, Peshawar, said he did&\*t know 
whether music was Islamic or un-Is- 
lamic. "The only thing 1 know is that 



it is my ancestral profession. As Tal- 
iban have banned it in Afghanistan, 
therefore, I have to play here in Pak- 
istan to earn a livelihood." 

According to the magicians Tsd- 
iban have even banned music in 
refugees camps here in Pakistan, 
though "Diliban have denied any such 
activity. An ageing Afghan musician 
Anwar said, "I want to go back like 
other people to live in my mother- 
land but Taliban will never allow 
me." Taliban officials In Peshawar 
said there was no room for miisic In 
Islam. If these people wanted to go 
back to Afghanistan they had to 
abandon this un-Tslamic practice; 

The irony of the situation is that 
most of the Afghan refugees Uving 
here are fond of music and one can 
And this out in their weddings. They 
want to keep their traditional music 
alive but due to the ban on the 
music most of the musicians are liv- 
ing a miserable life. They can nei- 
ther go back nor earn their liveli- 
hood here. In the process, the 
situation is getting worse for the tra- 
ditionally ricli Afghan music. It is a 
fact that Peshawar Television pro- 
vides opportunities to Afghan 
singers but TV never allows Afghan 
instruinents players and poets to be 
given coverage on TV. 



Influx of Afghan refugees 
continues unabated 



From Our Correspondent 

PESHAWAR - The influx of Af- 
ghan refugees to the border cities of 
Pakistan continues unabated due to 
lack of food stuff, job oppoTtuniiie!; 
and advent of biting winter in the war- 
ravaged Afghanistan. 

"Hazara refugees have been arriv- 
ing in large number from northern 
Afghanistan in Pakistan border axta$ 
of Peshawar and Quctta/' reports a 
weekly update of United Nations As- 
sistance for Afghanistan issued on 
Wednesday. 

The Quetia-based sub office of 
UNHCR has provided a limited one- 
time assistance programme for the 
most vulnerable groups of the fresh 
arrivals. Over 150 families have so fair 
been assisted through a local NGOs, 
the report informed. There is, however 
no mention of the level and kind of 
assistance provided to the fresh refu- 
gees being arrived in Peshawar. 
Peshawar is these days faced with se- 
vere floor shortage. 

In centra) highlands of WFP distrib- 



uted emergency winter wheat in most 
of the vulnerable areas of Hazarajat 
and distribution continued in Behsud 
I and II. It also distributed 2.000 
tonnes of wheat and BP-5 biscuits in 
Panjao, Waras and Sharistan. Three 
tonnes of mixed food donated by Pa- 
kistan government were distributed 
among 42 families in Bamyan, the re- 
port mentioned. 

- The UNCHR resumed provision of 
winter relief for 9,000 vulnerable 

. families in Kabul. About 1,000 
women will directly benefit from the 

: production of swaeters and clothing 
distribution, the report said, adding 
that about 10,000 people received 
health education on prevention and 
management of acute respiratory in- 
fections. . 

In eastern region the FAG crops dis- 
patched 1 3 tonnes of mineral fertilizer 
for wheat seed multiplication pro- 
gramme, arrigaied improved wheat 
seed demonstration plots in Agam dis- 
trict, recorded stand data of 5 sets of 
wheat yield trials and transplanted rad- 
ish and turnips for seed production in 



the Shesharhbagh research station in 
Nangrahar, 

The report said that WFP released 
62 tonnes of food for repatriation, 
sanitation and institutional feeding in 
southern region of Kandahar. The 
FAO crops aljw completed planting of 
25 winter wheat crop farmer field 
demonstrations orchards/sites in Zabul 
province for the coming season. 

The UNHCR Heart distributed 
tents, blankets, shoes and clothing to 
returnees from Iran and IDPs mosdy 
from Eshkamesht Imam Saheb, Dasht- 
a-Archi and Burka districts of Kunduz. 

The update also reported the road 
mishap at Dushanba on the first day 
of the new year where in Bill 
Bergquist. a long time, UN staffer in 
Afghanistan, breathed his lost Bill 
held the post of senior humanitarian 
officer since November 1998. 

The deceased started his involve- 
ment in Afghanistan as a peace corps 
volunteer in 1972, returned in 1990 
and again in 1995 and also provided 
as.';istancc to Somalia and Indonesia 
during his posting in Afghanistan. 



Iran expels 
thousands of 
Afghan refugees 

KABUL (AFP) - Iran has expelled 
more than 10,000 Afghan refugees 
over the past two weeks as part of a 
deportation campaign launched by 
the govemrnent, official Taliban 
sources said Tuesday. 

The Iranian authorities have pushed 
groups including women and chil- 
dren into the bordering Afghan prov- 
ince of Nimroz. the sources said. 

A batch of 1,000 people was the 
latest to cross into the provincial capi- 
tal Zaranj city on Monday, they said. 

*Since the beginning of the holy 
month of .ramadan (December 19) 
10,000 Afghan refugees have been 
deported from Iran to Nimroz prov- 
ince,* Shariat weekly quoted Nimroz 
governor. Mulla Gul Ahmad Ashrafi 
as saying. 

A spokcsmanforthe UN High Com- 
missioner for Refugees (UNHCR) 
said his office, had also received re- 
p)orts of the deportation of 'quite a 
large number' of Afghan refugees by 
the Iranians. 



WFP re-opens subsidised 
bakeries in Afghanistan 
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PESHAWAR - The World Food 
programme re-opcned its subsidised 
bakeries in the eastern Jalalabad city 
of Afghanistan on Wednesday to meet 
the needs of the city*s increasingly 
vulnerable population of more than 
one-half raillion residents. 

These subsidised bakeries were 
closed down more than four months 
back when a mob attacked the WFP 
office in Jalalabad in a reaction to the 
US cruise missile attacks on a train- 
ing camps at Khost A UN observer 
was also killed in Kabul during the 
violent attacks of Afghan on Kabul- 
based UN office. 

"WFP's Vulnerability and Analysis 
mapping team surveyed the situation 
in Jalalabad in December* to mvesti- 
gate reports that a 33 per cent bread 
price^hike was straining the endurance 
of the City's poorest residents. WFP 
officials believe the wheat supply to 

the eastern Afghan city may have 
shrunk due in part to lightened con- 
trols over the smuggling of wheat 
across the Pakistan border," a WFP 
Press release issued- here said. 

Presently the approximately 20 mil- 
lion population of NWFP arc going 
through worst king of flour crises in 
the mondi of Ramazan. And due to 
this the government has imposed ban 
on free supply of flour and wheat to 
the tribal belt to plug the leakages/ 
smuggling to Afghanistan. The grav- 
ity of the flour shortage has reached 
to such an alarming level that a per- 
son was killed during a cross firing 
between a dealer and buyer. The tisc 
of baton charge by police and long 
queues of the people to the atta shops 
have become routine events these 
days. 

The atta-shortagc in NWFP has di- 
rect cfifects on Afghanistan which is 
nuunly dependent upon the food routs 
from tribal belt and NWFP. 

The WFP also found growing food 
inwurity due to the absence of WFP 
food for work projects which have 
been suspended since the US strikes 
in August, 1998. 

The attacks led to the closure of all 
the UN and other mtemational bod- 
ies' offices in Afghamstan. Even all 
the foreigners specially white-people 
were evacuated from NWFP due to the 
increasing risk to their lives. 

In addition, the onset of winter has 
swelled Afghan- cities* normal popu- 
lation with migrants from the coun- 
try-side seeking work. All the 87 
Jsdalabad bakeries which sell Afghan 
bread or nan at highly subsidised rates 
to 150.000 pre-sclected beneficiaries, 
were operating normally today. 
ACBAR, the Peshawar-based NGOs 
umbrella group, is xnodtooug op- 

eiBixxis while tfaeNGOcQq»iDtem^kxial 
b administering the biteies, WFP lom 
some 200 similar bakeries in Kabul, 
the capital of the Afghamstan. 




Pakistan suspected of backing Osama 



By Syed Talat Hussain 



ISLAMABAD -The Sharif govern- 
ment is having a hard time convincUig 
its acighbours and other important 
capitals of the world that it docs not 
have much influence left with the Tal- 
iban and that itcan not facilitate ouster 
of Osama bin Laden from Afghani- 
stan. 

Wide-ranging background inter- 
views with Islamabad-based diplomat- 
ic community dearly indicates that 

the world continues to believe that 
Pakistan is backing the Taliban hook, 
line and sinker and some of its institu- 
tions also have links with Osama bin 
Laden. 

'The supp)ort continues through link- 
ages established overyear. Wc believe 
that this support is much more than 
moral and diplomatic. It is also mate- 
rial and financial/* said a western dip- 
lomat. 

More seriously, diplomatic sources 
also say th6t while they believe the 
Sharif government's assurances that it 
has got nothing to do with Osama bin 
Laden, they suspect that part of the 
Pakistani establishment is- involved 
with the man who is dubbed by Wash- 
ington as one of the world's most 
dfcaded terrorists. 

*The Prime Minister and his close 
confidants have done much to clear 

the suspicions that they are backing 
Osama. Many responsible federal min- 
isters have assured us in private that 
Pakistan will never be a party to his 
activities and that it condemn.^: terror- 
ism. But at the same time they also tell 
us that there arc * wheels within wheels' 
which, they can not stop and which 



continue to have truck with Osama bin 
Laden besides rendering valuable ma- 
terial support to the Taliban/' said 
diplomat sources. 

They also said that they have enough 
independent evidence to support the 
Sharif government's claim that **its 
hands are tied on Afghanistan". 

'*Therc is a vast network in your 
intelligence conwhutiity with does not 
listen to any government and whicli 
operates on its own. It is definitely 
happening in th0 case of the Taliban 
arid Osama bin' Laden as well. We 
know it/* sources said. 

Unconfirmed reports suggest that 
the government is planning to stream- 
line the operations of the establish- 
ment dealing with Afghanistan. 

"We have heard such reports and 
there is some truth in them. We hope 
there is, because in tbe.se circumstanc- 
es when Pakistan needs the support 
and the backing of the world on major 
diplomatic and economic issues, Is- 
lamabad can not afford to run counter 
to world public opinion about the 
Taliban and Osama bin Laden. If 
there are elements in the policy 
implementation process which 
work independent of official policy 
then it is dangerous for your country/* 
sources said. 

*'The Sharif government is on the 
right track, but it should match its 
claim of disassociating itself with Os- 
ama and taliban with more substantive 
action.** 



Taliban seek help 
from Afghan traders 

By AIMAL KHAN 

PESHAWAR . A two- 
member high-levei delegation 
of Taliban government has ar- 
rived in Peshawar in an effort 
to raise funds for their cash- 
starved government. Afghan 
sources confided to The 
Frontier Post Saturday that 

I u . .^^1^5^^'*°" 'comprising 
Abdur Rehman Zahid, a sec- 
retary in the Afghan govern- 
ment and ^fuslim*Haqqani» 
secretary ministry of Haj^and 
AUqaf; held a meeting with 
Peshawar-based Afghan 
traders and businessmen at 
the office of Sahr Gul Kochai.- 
The Afghan officials: in'-- 
formed their Well-off fellow 
countrymen that Afghanistan 
was lacing serious economic 
crisis due to which |pricc hike 
and misery' WAS haunting the 
man on street in the War-torn 
country. The officials Urged 
the Afghan traders to help the 
government in Kabul fman- 
cialiy. Source's said the dele- 
gation, was expected to visit 
Quetta as well in an effort to 
generate finances for the 
Taliban government. 
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Emergency food aid 
for Afghan people 



From Our Correspondent 

PESHAWAR - Just as the first 
snows closed roads in the Hazarajat 
region of Central Afghanistan, the 
United Nations World Food Pro- 
gramme has completed its three- week- 
long delivery of emergency winter 
food aid to more than 120,000 people 
who were facing a winter of extreme 
hunger and poverty. 

With UN international staff evacu- 
ated from Afghanistan since August, 
WFP officials in neighbouring Paki- 
stan coordinated the complex food dis- 
tribution, lead by nati<Mial staff offic- 

rembte areas m .Afepf^^^^^r^ f :)P^t 
developed heartland. 
; The Hazarajat region had been con- 
trolled by opposition forces until Sep- 
tember, when the 'HUeban, who hold 
the major part of Afgh anistan, swe pt 



'I 

through the region of some 1.2 mil- 
lion people, although fighting took 
place in the town of Bamyan and some 
tension persists in the town of 
Yakawlang, the transition was other- 
wise relatively peaceful, according to 
a WFP team which traveled the re- 
gion in November. The Taliban 
takeover meant the end of the 
blockade which had closed tradi- 
tional trading roads which the 
Hazarajat people depended upon 
for survival. The WFP team also 
found that most people displaced 
by the fighting were returning 
home. 

v: -Inuring. thc past.summer» WTPF's 
A'vlH^r^lMlity Analysis and Mapping- 
teams conducted hundreds of inter- 
views with Hazarajat residents to pro- 
duce an analysis of household food 
economy and the area's future food 
security. The teams determined that 



even with the improved access to mar- . 
kets, thousands of people had sold * 
livestock and assets during the 18- ; 
month blockade. Also, the annual 
wheat crop in the region was afflicted 
with rust, and for the second year in a • 
row, produced less than half the nor- 
mal harvest. 

Concentrating on the most vuber- 
able - mainly the landless and female- 
headed households. VAM officers : 
warned that without food aid, up to ; 
160,000 people could runout of food ! 
during this winter. 

Due to recurrent fighting, the August 
US air strikes, the evacuatiwi of UN ; 
staff, the theft of moreitbancl ,000 tons ; 
' of WFP wheat 5to<iks initheiaffiiiand 
the difficulties in securing clearances 
from T^eban authorities, WFP had to 
delay the food distribution well into 
the weeks when snow would normally 
preclude access to the Hazarajat. 



Taliban claim 



Teheran agrees to 



repatriate Afghan DPs 



foiling uprising plot 



By AIMAL KHAiN 

PESHAWAR - The Taliban 
student militia has claimed lo 
have foiled an opposition plot to 
create disturbances in northern 
Afghanistan simultaneous and ar- 
rested 30 alleged culprits besides 
recovering a huge quantity of so- 
phisticated arms. 

Afghan sources said here 
Friday that some of the arrested 
people were shifted to Kandahar, 
the Taliban headquarters located 
in southwestern Afghanistan, for 
further interrogation and more ar- 
rests were expected in this regard. 

Pro-Taliban Pakistani sources 
claimed that the student militia 
had recently unearthed a plot, re- 
portedly hatched by Tajik war- 
lord Ahmad Shah Masoud at the 
behest of his foreign supporters 
to create disturbances in the 
north. 

The Masoud-lcd opposition 
had planned to stage simultane- 
ous mass armed uprisings against 
the hardline militia in the north- 
ern provinces of Baikh, 
Sheberghan. Faryab. Jauzjan and 
Sur-i-Pul. 

For this purpose they had se- 
cretly started smuggling arms and 



ammunition and a huge amount 
of money to purchase the loyal-- 
ties of local commanders and fi- 
nance the uprisings there. 

The seized arms and money 
were smuggled from Panj.sher, 
Masoud's stronghold in Kapisa 
province, and were meant for fur- 
ther distribution among the re- 
maining forces of Shiite Hi/.b-i- 
Wahdat, Uzbek warlord Gen. 
Abdul Rashid Dostum and Gen. 
Abdul Malik, who were in hiding 
in the far-flung mountainous ar- 
eas of Faryab. Sheberghan and 
Sur-i-Pul provinces. 

the sources said soon after re- 
ceiving the information, the 
Taliban authorities conducted 
several raids in Balkh, Faryab and 
Sor-i-Pul and recovered huge 
quantity of arms and ammuni- 
tions from the opposition hide- 
outs. 

The arms and ammunitions 
seized from these areas by the 
Taliban included 10.265 rocket 
launchers. Klashnikoves. heavy 
and lieht ammunition, shells , 

mines etc. 

In Faryab alone, they captured 
about 5 billion afghani along with 
arms. 



ISLAMABD (NNI) - The 
Islamabad-based UN 
Coordinator Efick De Mul has 
not confirmed the reports about 
expulsion of Afghan refugees 
from Iran and said Teheran has 
agreed to the voluntary repatria- 
tion of the refugees. 

Dc Mull, who led a three- 
member delegation to Iran, said 
on his arrival in IsUmabad thai 
Iranian officials have agreed in 
principle that the return of 
Afghan' refugees to their country 
should be voluntary. 
' Taliban Information Minister 
Mulla^Amir Khan Muttaqi had 
claimed last week that Iran had 
expelled 10 thousand refugees 
who had arrived In the border 
province of NimYbi. Taliban had 
^Iso^ 'protested to Irah on the ex- 
pulsion of the Afghan reftigees. 

The UN team discussed with 
the Iranian officials the future of 
the two million Afghari refugees 
yvho . arc residing in Iran. 
Representatives form the UN 
World Food Programme and the 
UN refugee's agency accompa- 
nied Mull. ' 

De'Mul said Iran wants repa- 
triation of the refugees because 
the country's economy is suffer- 
ing from reduction of oil prices. 
Unemployment is on the rise and 
the ministry dealing with Afghan 
refugees 'is under ^ tremendous 
pressure to solve the problem. 

He said the United Natio-»s 
has oJfered'lo help but it can a 
do much as the UN interhati . nal 
staff Was out' of Afghanistan. 
Foreign' Staff wa$ withdrawn in 
August last in the wake of US 
missile attack on Afghanistan, 

The UN coordinator said dur- 
ihg talks with the officials of 



Iranian Foreign Ministry his 
team discussed the relentless 
civil war. He said Iran had op- 
posed to military solution to 
Afghan crisis. Iran was hopeful 
that Afghan groups will come to- 
gether arid find ways and means 
to establish a representative gov- 
ernment. 

In November and December, 
some 12.000 Afghans who were 
refugees in Iran returned to 
.Afghanistan with the help of the 
UN. But, UN. senior officials 
wanted to engage the Iranian for- 
eign mini.^try about what they in- 
tend to do with the practically 
two million Afghans who live in 
Iran. , 

The UN officials say the im- 
petus for the visit came from the 
UN special envoy to 
Afghanistan; Lakhdar Brahimi» 
who heads the UN's/Afghan po- 
litical mission. 

The mission was charged with 
finding a solution to the lO-ycar 
Afghan civil war. 

UN special envoy ..Brahimi 
regularly makes trips to 
Pakistan. Afehani.stan. Iran and 
all the neighbouring countries 
when he is trying to further the 
peace process in Afghanistan. So 
he has urged the humanitarian 
and of the UN involves Iran in 
their planning as well. 

Brahimi last visited the region 
in December. He is holding con- 
sultations with the regional 
countries about the proposed 
meeting of the *six plus two* 
group in the Uzbek capital. 
Tashkent. Uzbekistan 1$ one of 
the 'six-plus-two group' made 
up. of Afghanistan's six neigh- 
bours along with Russia and the 
United States. ^ 



Afghan eMldren battling for survival 



By FIDA HUSSAIN 
PESHAWAR - My father had 
died in the 20 years long Afghan 
war and 1 have to shoulder the re- 
sponsibUity to earn bread for my 
seven family members. 

This was whal a 13 years old 
Afghan refugee namely said 
Humayun said who was busy sell- 
ing plastic bags in the Bara 
Market Peshawar Cantt» He added 
that though it is impossible for me 
to meet the family requirements 
in earning just a meagre amount 
varies between Rs 30 and 50 but 
still it is better to continue witii as 
".compared to begging the profes- 
sion adopted by many Afghan 
children during their difficult sur- 
vival. 

It is a fact that after the influx 
of Afghan refugees into the coun- 
try the socio-economic set up 
over here has tremendously 
changed. With their advent to this 
land the- most • affected area 
proved to be Peshawar valley 
where more than 75 per cent of 
about 3 million Afghan refujjees 
are residing. Having nothing in 
their hands at the time of migra- 
tion, the Afghan refugees started 
adopting every profession in the 
local market. In this context the 
Afghan refugee children are in no 
way legging behind their elders. 

Today everyone can observe 
Afghan children working petty 
jobs like selling plastic bags, tow- 
els* garments, and cloth, boot pol- 
ishing, working at hotels, garbage 
collectors, cleaning the tainted 
glasses of cars and vehicles and 
begging in streets etc. 



On the one hand the influx of 
Afghan refugees has contributed 
much in decreasing the labourers 
wages however on the other it had 
resulted in unemployment spree 
in our locality. 

Though engaged in petty jobs' 
the Afghan refugees has managed 
to cope with their livelihood 
problems but on the contrary cre- 
ated a lot of problems for the lo- 
cal poor people because they find 

it difficult to get work' at reason- 
able pay. 

To know exactly the reasons 
behind' the rampant rise in the 
child working in the local markets 
an expert on economic affairs 
•said to this scribe, *Today the lo- 
cal markets has been occupied by 
the Afghan traders and they have, 
so far, been able to dominate the 
business here*'. Basically, he said, 
there were two classes among the 
Afghan, nationals at the migration 
time i.e one with enormous re-, 
^sources and th^ other with empty 
pockets and starved stomachs. 
The former have started investing 
its capital. in the local, market 
wfiLle thejatter'began to do manu- 
al work as it found no alternative 
way to earn bread for their chil- 
dren. - 

Because of well off outfits and 
flourishing business the weahhy 
class groomed and made fortune 
ill a short time leaving apart the 
rest of their compatriots to bear 
the vagaries of hard arid tuff life 
away from here. Thus in this way 
the empty handed Afghan 



refugees for dearth of job facili- 
ties started adapting petty jobs. 
Their children also joined them to 
make both hands meet. He main- 
tained that most of these children 
had their fathers died, crippled or 
disabled in the Afghan war.. 

He argued that the local market 
provides sufficient opportunities 
for the working children as t hey 
arc available at very cheap rate 
and can dp all sort of work and 
can be handled in much caster 
way. 

Regarding the adjustment of 
Afghan refugees in the local envi- 
ronment Dr. Tanzil Agha. director 
of a Peshawar based NGO said 
that the' refugees 'were becoming 
an integral part of die local popu- 
lation as 50 per cent of the 
Afghan had been able to procure 
Pakistani Identity cards in con- 
nivance with local registration of- 
ficers. Socially these refugees, 
she said, contracted marriages 
with local people. It was, she 
feared becoming a constant threat 

for the province which is already 
running short of resources and 



was dependant on the federal 
government for funds to meets its 
requirements. 

However, in case with these 
Afghan working children, they 
are earning their bread by judi- 
cioiJsly exploiting the opportuni- 
ties available in the' local market 
which arc not being treated in the 
same way by the local people. 

Though one can not justify to 
deprive or stop these small chil- 
dren from working which is indis- 
pensable for their survival, yet 
still their education is the main 
concern which has halted result- 
ing in multiply illiterates in the fu- 

^^^t •. • . : . .. ' / • 
Responding to .a question a 

working Afghan child at Bara 
Market said, "Why should Lget 
education when I know that 1 will 
do the same even after getting ed- 
ucation." In the same breath he 
said about their return to home. 
"Yes I will go back to Afghan if 
Pakistan stops interfering in the 
internal affairs of our countr>''\' 
Can yoii give me that guarantee? 
he asked. 





Q> 



o 




S V, 




^1 f.H^-S 



pi 

"S. c «^ ^ jC ^ 

CO Jr 

g>3 £g "Hji o t5_; 

§ a « S S^c c gS 

tf-S o c oj 



O jO 



c; a> 



.2 w. 

' 211 



.5 



^ S 
•o 



13 



IS 





o o. 0) :5 

» O ^ O .cj 

j3 "tJ 2 ^ o <x» t: ^ ? 

^ ^t*^ c-sf 
tri,-^l|l|l21^lj3 2S€ 




''^ Zi 
9J O C 

w S *i S 
g.„.g ^ o a 5> 



Ci4 



Si 

I 




ftE-* C CO ^ 



» CO 



00 . <-> 



^ o -r> xJ 
o-^f II 

^£ o 




o 
o 
o 

o 

C>3 



00 



Pu » 



o 
£ 

- CO 



.o 
2 



c 




4> 



4* ^ Q U 



...... - „ 




a> a C2 "T3 :a 
.i4 ^ ;q sr 3 





« o-s § a: >s S 

•?-E||f||||:^| 

Py^isc ^ a> c c c c*^ 



p 



55 



CO 

21 ok2' 



* 



Assassinations of Afghan 
nationals increase alarmingly 



By our correspofidan^ 

PESHAWAR: There has been a 
marked upsurge in the assassina- 
tions and attacks on Afghan political 
and military figures in the recent 
times in the NWFIJ casting an overall 
bad impact on an already bad law 
and order situation. 

The last week killing of the son, 
wife and servant of a former mu- 
jahideen commander, Abdul Haq 
who at one time served as Kabul's 
police chief during the mi^Jahldeen 
government, has brought Into focus 
the intra-Afghan disputes which, 
have increasingly been settled on 
Pakistani soil. 

Though both, Abdul Haq, who 
now runs his own business in Dubai 
as well as the NWFP police chief, 
Syed :Kamal Shah argued that it 
would be premature to derive a con- 
clusion and attribute the killings to 
political or personal vendetta before 
investigating the case, the incident 
nonetheless has heightened the 
sense of insecurity among the for- 
mer mij^Jahideen as well as commu- 
nist figures in the NWFP. 



Tliese killings have also brouglu 
to fore several dimensions of the 
intra-Afghan feuds and rivalry. The 
victims, for instance, have ostensibly 
been either former miyahideen com- 
manders or former officials of the 
communist regime. Even the 
Afghans living in Pakistan liave no- 
ticed the increase in attacks and as- 
sassinations on personalities associ- 
ated with one faction or another^ 

Significantly, very few and rarely 
have the crime incidents involving 
Afghan nationals been reported to 
the police. Senior police officials 
admit that the Afghans prefer to set- 
tle the score themselves rather than 
leaving it to the police to investigate 
and apprehend the culprits. As it oc- 
curred to the police, in most cases, 
the victim's family knows who the 
perpetrator of the crime were. The 
Pukhtoons have certain traditions. 
One is revenge; And they wait for 
years for an opporumity to pre^sent 
itself and enable them to settle their 
score", said an Afghan jQurnallst. 



control of much of Afghanistan. The 
commanders who once drove in ex- 
pensive four wheelers and accompa- 
nied by armed guards with the per- 
mission of their Pakistani sponsors, 
had fallen from grace, once their ser- 
vices were no longer required. 

The first to fall, among the 
prominent miyahideen cominandeis 
was commander Fkzle Haq Mnjahid, 
a Corps Conrunander of Jalalabad as- 
sociated with Hikmatyar's Hezb-i-Is- 
laitii. He was shot dead in Hayatabad 
about a year and a half ago along 
with Engineer Abdullah, another top 
miyahideen commanden This was 
followed by another high" profile 
murder of Engineer Fte Muhanunad 
in Shamshatu Afghan refugee, camp 
about the same time^ • : . 

Fbrnier communiist officials who 
had taken refugee in Pakistan after 
the fall of president N^ibuliah in April 
1992, also did' not .' escape the 
vendetta. Gen Nazar - Muhammad , 
who was a defence jninister during 
Babrak Karmal regime and had de- 



In fact, the. assassination . of • fected to the mi^jahid^^ 
Afghan mujahideen comrnanders had • dead in Quetta. He was funnihg a gro- 
begun soon after tjie' Taliban took .^. eery store in the Balochistan capital. 



6 killed as Taliban 
clash with villagers 



Tali Dan accused of ^ 
drug trafficking 

TEHRAN (NNI) - Tajik 
President Emamaii 
Rakhmanov has accused 
Taliban of involvement in 
drug trafficking and expressed 
concern over growing smug- 
gling of narcotics froin 
Afghanistan, reports Radio 
Teheran. Addressing a confer- 
-^nce on iN'arcotics in Central 
Asia, he said, that nearly one 
ton narcotic is being smug- 
gled to Tajikistan daily. He 
said that nearly two thousand 
tons cf narcotics has been 
dumped in Afghanistan along 
Tajik border and can be smug- 
gled abroad via Tajikistan. 



By Rahimuiiali ^sufzal 

PESHAWAR: Six persons were re- 
portedly killed and four sustained in- 
juries in a clash involving Taliban 
soldiers and villagers in Gurbaz area 
bordering Pakistan in Khost 
province in southern Afghanistan. 

Eyewitnesses who reached Mi- 
ranshah, headquarters of North 
Waziiistan- agency, said the clash 
took place when the Taliban tried to 
stop villagers from betting during an 
egg-brea&ig competition on the oc- 
casion of Eidul Fitr. . 

They argued it was im-I^iamic but 
the youngsters who were ei\joying 
themselves said it was their tradi- 
tional pastime since ages. First there 
was a brawl, then blows, were ex- 
changed and stones were thrown at 
each other. 

Finding themselves outnum- 
bered* the Taliban are reported to 
have rushed to Khost town and re- 
quested reinforcements. Tliey are 
said to have come in about eight 
pick-up trucks, heavily armed and 
bent on revenge. 

The Gurbaz tribesmen were also 
ready, having taken up positions in 
the mountains. Fighting ensued as 
the two sides fired at each other with 
heavy arms. A rocket-launcher is 
said to have hit the house of one 



Muzaffar Khan in Kondi village, 
killing two persons artd iiuuring two 
children. 

Six persons, including thr^ clui- 
dren. two women and a man, were 
reportedly killed' in Kondi village due 
to Taliban firing. Fbur villagers, in- 
cluding three men and a woman, 
were.wounded and were transported 
across the Pak-Afghan border to Mi- 
rartaluthjfmc^ 

:thEir Kpiidi VQlage with^^^^ 

;.cStild not Ije^ iSiine&ie^^ 
• ' ' a ^"ban veisibh 

of the ^ mostTMiban . 

oindal^^w^^ jiihavailable due to 
-Edul Fitpfij^^ •. •..^;:^'-Jv^:-^X .. 
' > ^pile^S^tlie pejTsohs whg-^was 
:kifled S' ml^^ was said to; be "a 
nephfiw^fi^AShah Khan Gurbaz. a 
knowfenBSt^ who is 

•fightin^fpx^iiie .Taliban and .was 
mad^ Ihdiar^^e of the Al-Badr camps 
.mhabiMd.^ Saudi dissident .Osama 
^i»n Laden and his men. until they 
were^ attacked with US missiles on 
August 20 last. year. 
'/'., Meanwhile, local Gurbaz tribal el- 
ders managed a ceasefire until Fri-. 
day following the clash to enable 

themselves to resoWe the dispute be- 
tween the Gurbaz txibe and the 'Mban. 

Pakistani \ilema f^om Nortli 
Wazirlstan agency have also gone to 
Khost to try and mediate a truce and 
settle the land ownership dispute. 



Opposition cuts 
major Taliban 
supply route 

KABUL (AFP) - Anti-Taliban 
forces have severed a major sup- 
ply route to Mazar-i-Sharif amid 
heavy fighting in northwest of 
Afghanistan, independent sources 
said Sunday. 

They said the highway^which 
runs from Maimana in Faryab 
province through Jauzjan and into 
Balkh, has been 'cut north of 
SheerinTagab. 

"Opposition forces have cap- 
tured Sheerin Tagab and we have 
reports from the people in the area 
that the fighting has been heavy." 
one foreign aid source said. 

He said foreign aid workers^ 
including staff from Medicine 
Sans Frontiere (MSF) were oper- 
ating in the area. 

Taliban forces captured Mazar- 
i-Sharif 'from the opposition 
forces in^August. 

Independent sources were un- 
able to confirm reports that 
Yawkawlang in central 
Afghanistan's Bamiyan province 
has been captured by opposition 
commander, Ahmad Shah 
Masood. 



Anti-Taliban troops Tension mounts 



move northwards 



KABUL (AFP) - Anti-Talibai3 forces 
have escalated fighting in far northwest 
Afghanistan and partially shut down a 
strategic supply route which stems from 
Iran, independent sources said Thurs- 
day. 

The sources said the small town of 
Quramqol in Faryab province has come 
under attack and it was believed that 
forces once loyal to communist General 
Abdul Rashid Dostam had joined in the 
fighting staged by the anti-Taliban alli- 
ance. 

Quromqol lies on the Morghab Road 
which extends to Taliban-held Shibargh- 
gan in neighbouring Jauzjan province 
, and. then eastwards into BaOch and the • 
provincial capital of Maiar-i-Sharif . • i 

Morghab Road is part of a network 
which skirts Afghanistan's western bor- 
ders and joins the Islam Qaiah Kghway' 
from Herat in the south where cross- 
border trade with Iran is responsible for 
up to 40 per cent of the country's sup- 
plies, including food 

Sources said about 100 kilometres of 
highway remains shut in the northwest 
after opposition troops seized Sheerin 
Tagab in Faryab province five days ago 
before capturing outedying villages. 

The read is firmly shut, there is no 
traffic going through at all,' one west- 
em source told AFP. 

Sources said they could not confirm 
speculation in Kabul that the Taliban- 
controlled provmcial city of Maimana 
had been captured by forces led by eth- 
nic Tajik commander Ahmad Shall 
Masood. 

Maimana- lies about 40 kilometres 
south of Sheerin Tagab *and there is no 
information coming through from that 
part at alj/ the western source said. 



However^ it was understood that 
former Dostam commanders based in 

Mainiana had joined Masood in the fight- ' 
' ing along Morghab Road. 

Dostam, a communist who supported 
the 1979-89 Soviet occupation of Af-' 
ghamstan, once headed the ethnic Uz- 
bek miliiia which controlled six prov- 
inces in the northwest until he was oust- 
ed by internal brawling in 1996. ' 

No comment was available from Tal- 
iban officials. • ... 

One western niilifary source said that - 

securing Sheerin Tagab had al ways been 

the opposition's focus because the town 

astride supply routes to Shibarghan and 

Mazar-i-Sharit." 

He said the Taliban's grip on the 
town had been weak while other 
sources said locals had been hoarding 
weapons in area , in the event of an 
uprising. Tmofthe view that Sheerin. 
Tagab and severing the supply route 
from Herat was always the objective 
and anything else has been opportun- 
istic, the anti-Taliban gained the mo- 
mentum and have kept going»' the' 
military source said. 



in Afghan province 

By AIMAL KHAN 

PESHAWAR - A controversy 
has arisen between the Taliban and 
the Gurbaz tribe of Khost province 
in Afghanistan, following an 
anned clash. The tribesmen are de- 
manding the arrest and subsequent 
hanging of the culprits involved in 
the kilhng of 6 villagers, reported- 
ly killed by the student militia on 
Monday last. 

An armed clash took place be- 
tween the Taliban troops and local 
tribesmen when the hard-line mili- 
tia, in a bid to impose its strict 
Islamic laws, tried to stop the vil- 
lagers from betting on traditional- 
egg-breaking comperition during 
the Eid celebrations in Gurbaz area 
in southern Afghan province of 
Khost, bordering Pakistan. 

. Terming it uh-Islamic. ' like 
words between the Taliban trx>op3 
and locals over the game resulted 

in an armed clash, leaving six per- 
sons, including three children, two 
women and a man killed and four 
injured, whereas the student niiii- 
da s casualties wee not known. 

After the intervention" of local 
Ulema and tribal elders ,n a teinpo- 
rary cease-fire was reached be- 
tween the locals and Taliban but 
the situation was still very tense in 
the area. The bloody incident invit- 
ed the anger of the powerftjl 
Gurbaz tribesmen who are strong 
supporters of the Taliban move- 
ment. 

If the Taliban failed to resolve 
their problems with the locals, it 
could lead to a dangerous situation 
for their rule in Khost and the ad- 
joining areas, Afghan analyst here 
believed. 

A jifga, comprising Taliban rep- 
resentatives and the local chief- 
tains remained inconclusive till the 
filing of this report 



groups drifting back to Afghamstan 




KABUL: Fbreign aid organisations are 
drifting back to Afghanistan after last 
year's exodus wliich left Afghans to 
fend for themseh^ amid a crippling 
civil wac 



Expatriate staff from about 20 
non*government organiaations 
(NGOs) hav^ returned to Kabul as the 
ruling l^ban mOitia has moved to re - 
solve a dispute over the location of 
their Offices and residences. 

MedAir, Care; Medians Sans FYon- 
tleres, PacTHic, Shelter Now Interna- 
tional, German Agro Action, ACTED, 
Orphans Refugees and Aid are among 
those to have re-established a pres- 
•ence. 

However, David Thomson, projea 
director at Swiss-based MedAir, said 
Tiliban security guarantees remain a 
stumbling block and that these stem 
nuinly from last year's evacuation of 
foreign staff. 

NGOs began leaving Afgliaiilstan 




last July after they defied a TaJiban 
order to shift to a dilapidated com- 
pound that used to house a polytech- 
nic institute. 

An exodus of United Nations staff 
followed the shooting death of a UN 
officer by agitated locals in response 
to the US missile attacks on alleged 
terrorist camps in the Afghan 
province of Khost on August 20. 

Those camps were allegedly oper- 
ated by Saudi dissident Osama bin 
Laden who has been blamed for Uic 
August 7 bombings of two US em- 
bassies in East Africa that killed 224 
people. 

The current focus for NGOs was 
"serious warnings" — primarily from 
diplomats in \^ishington and London 
— that foreign aid workers risked be- 
coming targets for Islamic fundamen- 
talists. 

*'We have no choice but to treat 
these warnings seriously." Thomson 



said. There are still the same risks 
associated wth a country in civil con- 
flict but now there's the extra possi- 
bility of a fundamentalist group tar- 
geting expats," he added 

Thomson said the Taliban want 
the NGOs back and have gone to 
great lengths to allay security fears 
for workers who once ensured im- 
poverished Afghans received dean 
water, food» sanitation and basic 
healtii care. "There is a way fonvard 
but we're treading on new groun<l,' 
Thomson said. 

Taliban authorities say 20 NGOs 
have agreed to set up offices at the 
soon-to-be renovated poljleclmic on 
the outskirts of Kabul. 

And in anticipation of further re- 
turns, California-based P!acTec» which 
specialises in transporting NGO staff 
between dangerous assignments, has 
opened shop in Kabul. 

Director of local flight operations 



Da\id Brooks said the non-profit 
group was gearing up for an increase 
in passenger numbers between 
Afghanistan and neighbouring Pak- 
istan. 

**We're dkezdiy seeing an increase 
in NGO personnel coming into the 
country and we expect this trend to 
continue as long there's no fighting 
within Kabul itself,** he s^d. 

""At the moment there are feiver 
than 100 people in Afghanistan but 
those numbers could easily <loubie 
wUhin the next four months!" 

The 'Miban regime remains at war 
with forces loyal to Commander 
Ahmad Shah Masood with fionduies 
just 15 kilometres. to the north of 
KabiU. 

Fighting has been .sporadically 
hea\7, leading to speculation that Ma- 
sood could launch an offensive on 
Kabul this year, and push the front- 
lines into the Afghan capital.— AFP 



Fr- oaiUN assistance to 



Afghanistan continues 



PESHAWAR (APP) - Despite 
poiiticai challenges confronting gen- 
der programmes in Afghanistan, the 
UN Coordinator's office-working 
out of Pakistan, is moving forward 
on a number of fronts. 

According to press release of the 
United Nations Assistance for 
Afghanistan, a New Gender 
Coordinator Unit (GCU) has been 
set up within the PEACE Initiative 
Programme (unit membership will 
be extended to all UN agencies in 
the near future), to formulate gender 
policy jointly with other agencies, 
and to implement it together with the 
recommendations of the 1997 inter 
agency Gender Mission, GCU will 
formulate guidelines for gender 
mainstreaming, setting realistic ob- 
jectives for gender activities, work- 
ing with partners or» pilot projects, 
and establishing minimum standards 
for best practices. Besides ongoing 
training for unit members, the GCU 
has obtained support from the 
Nordic Fund to plan a training for 
UN staff on gender sensitization and 
mainstreaming, and on human rights 
and gender equity issues in deliver- 
ing development assistance in the 
Afghanistan context. 



The Senior Human Rights 
Advisor, Ms. Norah Niland, has re- 
cently taken up her functions in the 
office of> the UN Coordinator. The 
Seniof Gender Advisor is due to ar- 
rive in early February. 

Under the auspices of a Multi- 
Agency- Technical Co-ordination 
Committee for health, a two day 
meeting was held in Peshawar last 
week. Participants • from MoPH, 
UNICEF, WHO and relevant NGOs^ 
prioritized their* interventions for* 
1999. This initiative rciots its origin 
in the Common Programming ap- 
proach and follow up the thematic 
groups deliberations leading to the 
1 999 UN Consolidated Appeal. 

Each agency is expected to out- 
line geographic areas of focus and 
activities envisaged. Specific inputs 
wiil also be outlined 16 pool re- 
sources and avoid duplication. 

Components .of the integrated 
water. Sanitation and hygiene educa- 
tion and their linkage with other sec- 
tors Were disciissed in a joint 
UMCEF/ Rural Rehabilitation 
Department (RRD) meeting with the 
local social committee in Dehsabz 



district in Kabul. The community 
agreed to contribute in the planning, 
implementing and monitoring pro- 
cesses of projects. 

Over twenty (20) female and 
male participants attended a three 
day training/orientation programme 

on hygiene education and social mo- 
bilization, conducted by UNICEF. 

During the Acute Respiratory 
Infectiori (ARI) campaign in Kabul 
nearly 10,000 people received mes- 
sages on different aspects of the 
ARI. 
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62 killed in fierce 

Afghan fighting 

Masud clainis capturing over 400 
Taliban: militia commander switches side§ 



KABUL: More thair 400 TaUban 
troops have.been captureS'and 62 
soldiers from both sides killed is 
fighting escalated in northern 
Afghanistan after a key militia com- 
mander defected, an opposition 
spokesman said Sunday. 

Anti-'Miban alliance spokesman 
Abdullah said 38 Taliban militia 
troops were killed in the last two 
days by forces loyal to ethnic Tajik 
commander Ahmad Shah Ma^ud in 
northwest ftryab province. 

Another 350 Taliban were cap- 
tured in the same province. A fiirther 
12 opposition troops were killed fay 
the Taliban and another 28 wounded 
in the fighting around the F^iryab 
town of Sheerin Tagab after com- 

mander ' ^^(akhtome'^Fsided -with 
irJAasui he said-^He^.C^^ 
^ an ethnic OibelirijOtnx^ 
been working with the Taliban for 
several years but he switched sides 
the day before yesterday (on Fri- 
day)," Abdullah told AFP by satellite 
phone from India. 

Faryab and its main highways, 
which link with the northern cities of 
Shibarghan and Mazar-i-Sharif , has 



been the site of numerous clashes 
over the last 10 days. 

Abdullah said Hghting was con- 
tinuing north of Sheerin 'Rigab along 
Morghab Road; while Masud's forces 
were also moving south towards the 

provincial centre of Maimanac. This 
section of the road remained closed. 
''Our ^-oops are in Kotah Pass over- 
looking Maimana. This is just three 
kilometres from Maimana itself," Ab- 
dull^ said However, he added the 
'Mban were preparing a counter at- 
tack in Ruyab province, with troops 
deployment from 'Shibarghan in 
neighbouring Jaus^an province. 
They are trying to reach Maimana 
froni Shibarghan and have mobilised 
a force towards Sheerin Tagab but 
they h'ive not advanced too far," he 
said *We also qaptured 200 horses 
which were being \ised to ferry the 
troops of laiban and their supplies 
in the area." 

Independent sources have con- 
firmed Masiid holds Sheerin Tagab, . 
but separate confirmation of the ca- 
sualty figures and the situation in 

Maimana was not immediaitely avail- 
able. A 'ftdiban spokesmto was hot 
available for comment 

In an official Radio Shariat broad* 



cast on Friday night, the Taliban 
daimed Masud had offered money to 
northern commanders as an induce- 
ment to change sides. 

Abdullah claimed another 60 T^- 
iban had been imprisoned and a far- 
ther 12 killed during a recent sepa- 
rate uprising at Shore Tepah in 
Balkh province near the border of 
Uzbekistan. **The uprising was 
staged by local ethnic ^Ru-kmens and 
the district has been liberated for the 
moment,'' he said, 

Abdullah added the usually harsh 
weather at this time of year had been 
restricted to rain, allowing the fight- 
ing to continue in the north. How- 
ever, moderate snowfalls in and 
around Kabul had resulted in a lull in 
hostilities along frontlines just north 

of tiie Afghan capital.— AFP 

Reuters adds: There was no inde- 
pendent confirmation of Abdullah's 
claim or Taliban confirmation. 

"I have no information. 1 don^t 
know about the fighting, whether it 
continues or has erupted at all,' TU- 
iban Infoiinalion Mirdster Amir Khan 
Muttaqi,told Reuters. 

The fighting coincides with new- 
UN Security Council appeals for an 
end to the political, ethnic and reli- 
gious bloodshed which has snarled 
^e impovex^ed state for years. 

: Other opposition sources said 
that Masiid's fighters had so far 
failed to cut the l^ban supply Ihie 
to its northern outposts, which it 
seized front anti-lWiban forces in a 
lightning summer offensive. Inde- 
pendent sources have confirmed the 
fighting in Firyab but details of 
which side held the upper hand were 
not available. 
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Amputated feet removed 



from Kabul streets 



KABUL (AFP) - The ampu- 
tateci left feet of six Taliban sol- 
diers convicted of highway rob- 
bery have been removed from 
trees where they were left hang- 
ing as a warning against crinie, 
residents said Ttjesday. 

The feet had been taken off 
the trees around Kabul in order 
not to tarnish the Eid al-Fitr 
Festival, which marks the end of 
the Islamic holy month of 
Ramadan, locals said. 

The feet were strung up last 
Friday after the six Taliban sol- 
diers had their left feet and right 
hands chopped off at a packed 
soccer stadium after being con- 
victed of robbery, *'Wc think it 
was meant as a warning that the 
Taliban will not tolerate crime or 
dissention from within its own 
ranks,^ a resident said. . 

'^But it made me feel sick. I 
don't think we have ever seen 



such a sight before,*' he added. 

The militia announced 
Tuesday it would release 56 
criminals from jails in the south- 
west province of Herat as a ges- 
ture of goodwill amid the Eid 
celebrations.- 

The Taliban official radio 
quoted director for the High 
Court of Herat Luatfullah Karimi 
as saying the released prisoners 
must <)bey Shariah law to contin- 
ue to enjoy their freedom. 

The religious militia has im- 
posed what it says is the purest 
form of Islamic law over the 80 
percent of the country which it 
controls. 

This includes the shunning of 
western fashions, male beards 
must be at least one fist length 
long, women must be covered 
from head to toe when in public 
while photos, alcohol and music 
arc banned. 



Uzbeks suspend 
power supply to 
Mazar-i-Sharif 

KABUL (AFP) - Uzbekistan has cut 
off electric supply to Afghanistan's 
major notthcm city of Mazar-I-Sharif 
controlled by the Taliban Islamic mili- 
tia, the Afghan Islamic Ptess (AlP) 
reported Tuesday. 

The suspension came earlier this 
month following a disagreement over 
the terms of an old deal under which 
Uzbekistan had been selling 20 mega- 
wan to the border cic>\ the Pakistan- 
based information service said. 

The report, which could not be inde- 
pendendy confirrned immediately, said 
residents of the provincial capital were 
facing severe hardship due to the cut- 
off. 

Mazar-i-Sharif fell in the middle of 
the last year to the Taliban militia, 
which controls around 80 per cent of 
'Afghanistan. 
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Afghan opposition 
forms militaiy council 



Sy Ismail Khan " 

PESHAWAR: Fbrces opposed to the 
niling 'ftdiban in Afghanistan have 
launched a unified niilitiuy council to 
wage a full scale war against the if arch 
rival across tiie war-ravaged country in 
the 'MPComii\^ spring season. 

Radio l^hran quoting Ahmad 
Shall Masood said the new council, 
called the supreme military council 
or shura-i-aali nizami, includes fac- 
tions of the shiite fiezb-i-Wahdat, 
Hezb-i-Islami of Gulbaddin Hekmal- 
yar and Ittehad-i-Islami of Prof Ahdur 
RabRasulSayyaf. 

It, however, gave no word about 
Junbuah-i-Milii of fonner Uzbek war- 
lord Gen Abdur Rashid Dostunu Ma- 
sood said the decision to form the 
militao' council had been made at a 
meeting of these groui>s at his Pun- 
jsher stronghold to the north of tlie 
Afghan capital, Kabul, ^W? discussed 
the causes which led to the loss of 
tendtory and felt the need for a uni- 
fied command", Masood told the 
radioes Dan iai\guage broadcast in an 
intervieiv. 

&Iasood, who has been named as 
the supreme commander of the 
nascent military council, said the op- 
position forces would launch a full 



scale war against the Taliban soon 
after the winter and diuing the spring 
season somewhere in March. "I'm 
gnteful for the trust the allies liave 
put in me", he said. Spring, unfortu- 
nately, has always been the fighting 
season duiing the over two-decades 
of ihtemedne w.air in Afghanistan 

He ,said that the neiv 'council lias 
representation from all the previous 
mi^jahideen factions including the 
eastern shura which ruled the four 
provinces of Nangrahaz; Kunar, Lagh- 
manandNooristaa Fbr the first tame, 
he said, the Pukhtun areas would also 
stage uprising against the Taliban, 

Those who attended the rae^g, 
accordir^g to the broadcast, included 
Mustafa Kazmi, now head of the Ak- 
ban faction of Hezb-i-Wahdat, re- 
placing Akbari who has since joined 
hands with the Taliban, Irfani of 
Khalili's faction of Hezb4'Walidat and 
Waliidullah Saboim, intelligence chief 
of Hekmatyar's Hezb-i^Islami besides 
Alunad Shall Masood. 

The opposition, it may be men- 
tioned, in recent days and weeks 
have been able to score some impor- 
tant successes in the north of 
Afghanistan which the Taliban claim 
was a strategic withdrawal on their 
part. 
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UN team in Kabul 
to check securitv 



Ih[N team Inches 
i Kabul after 
£ six months 

KABUL (AFP) . A four-mem- 
ber delegation from the United 
Nations arrived in Kabul early 
Thursday morning, marking the 
UN's first official visil to the 
Afghan capital since August iast 
year. 

The delegation met ruling 
Taliban authorities at the airport 
but declined to comment on talks 
scheduled with the Islamic militia. 

Local sources say the talks 
could pave the way for the UN's 
full return to Afghanistan later this 
month or in cariy March. 
. "It's siniply a technical mission 
to check out the security cortditi<»is • 
and progress on the investigadons- 
into the deaths of UN staff killed in • 
1 998i'^ a UN spokeswoman said - - 
" ^.^ She said K fuD j^tsiR wotild" de^ •* 
pcnd "on how the I^ban can sat- 
isfy this team and ppbably others." 

The United Nations and most 
foreign aid workers were evacaat- • 
ed from Afghanistan following the • 
August 20 US missile strike on 
suspected terrorist bases in the 
easum Af^ian province of Khost 



KABUL(AFP)-Afour -member del- 
egation from the United Nations arrived 
in Kabul early Tliursday morning, mark- 
ing the UN^s first official visit to the 
Afghan capital since August last year, 

Tlie dclegQiion met ruling Taliban 
authorities at the airport but declined (o 
con>nicnt on talks scheduled with the 
Islamic militia. 

Local .souiccs sny the talkscoiikl pave 
the way for the UN's full return to 
Afghanistan later this month or in early 
March. 

•Jfs simply a technical mission to 
check out the security conditions and 
progress on iJic investigations into the 
deaths of UN staff killed in 1998/ aUN 
spokeswoman said. 

She said a full return would depend 
•on how the Taliban can satisfy this 
team and probably others.* 

Tlic United Nations and most foreign 
aid workers were evacuated from Af- 
ghanistan following the August 20 US 
missile strike on suspected terrorist bases 
in thecastetni Afghan provinccof Khost. 

A UN officer was fatally shot by an- 
gry locals protesting the US action 
against bases which Washington says 
were operated by Saudi dissident Osama 
bin Laden. 

The US has also posted a five million 
dollar revvanl for bin Laden's arrest. 

NNI adds: UN Secretary-Ocncrnrs 
special emissary on the Afghan issue 
Lnklular Brahimi will undcitakc a visit 
to the region laler this month for talks on 



tlie Afghan crisis. 

« Brahimi is expected to visit Saudi 
Arabia, Jran» Russian and Central Asian 
states in continuation of his efforts for 
restoration of peace in the war-ravaged 
Afghanistan besides Pakistan, UN 
sources said on Thursday. 

The propased meeting of sso called 
Six plus Tv/o Group in Uzbekistan will 
also come up for discussion in llic talks 
ofthc UN official. 

Afghanistan's six immediate neigh- 
bours - Pakistan, Iran. Uzbekistan, 
China, Tajikistan and Turkmenistan - 
fonned the group along witli the US and 
Russia under the aegis of the UN. 

Prime Minister Nawaz S)iarifc)iaired 
a high-level meeting Monday in La- 
hore, which reviewed regional situation 
with special reference to tlie Afghan 
i.'Jsue. 

Officials said the meeting observed 
that Pakistan's Afghan policy v/as sound 
and Islamabad would continue to pro- 
mole peace efforts in the strife- lorn coun- 
try in collaboration witJi the neighbour- 
ing countries. Referring to the proposed 
meeting of Six plus Two group in 
Tashkent, the officials said some ideas 
bad been fioatcd which were under con- 
sideration in the concerned capitals. 

Brahimi will also meet representa- 
tives of the Taliban militia, which con- 
trol more than two-thirds of Afghani- 
stan, and leaders of the . anti-Taliban 
alliance during his forthcoming visit to 
the region. 
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Taliban and 
Hollywood 




The indomitable Taliban can 
be accused of a lot of things, 
but women's lib is not one 
of them. Ever since they ap- 
peared on the Afghan scene in a rather 
dramatic way, they have steadily built 
up a solid reputation of being ill at 
ease in the company of the fairer sex. 
This problems-complex if you may- 
has led them to take some un-mod- 
eracc steps like dosing girls' schools, 
banning women from the workplace 
and clamoing various other imagi- 
native curbs on the right of women. 
All this of course has been done m 
the name of Islam, their Islam. The 
results have been two-fold: first, the 
Afghan women are being put to the 
greatest test in their nation's history 
and second, the international com- 
munity (especially the western kmc) 
has discovered an issue which they 
can scream about to their h eart's con- 

tcnt. 

The latest on this 
front is a big even; 
being planned by 
Hollywood to raise 
voice against the 
gender apartheid" 
being practised by 
the Taliban in Af- 
ghanistan. In a re- , 

por: published in a Karachi daily, 
the .N*ew York correspondent Masood 
Haider has given the following in- 
formation about this event. 

•'Mavis Leno, wife of NBC talk 
show host Jay Leno. and Linda 
Blood worth, creator of hit sitcoms 
like Wlurphy Brown\ are planning 
a bie event on March 29 in Los An- 
gelc's at the Directors Guild imme- 
diately after the Academy Awards 
Ceremony, to focus world's atten- 
tion on the plight of Afghani women. 
Joining them are superstars of Hol- 
lywood like Melanic GrifRth and her 
mother Tippi Hendren, Kathy Bates, 
Angelica Houston, Alfred Woodard, 
Carol Burnett and her daughter, a TV 
producer, Dorothy Rodham- mother 
of fu^t lady Hillary Rodham Clinton, 
Whoooi Goldberg and the list is grow- 
ing- pWidcni Clinton and CNN's 
Chrlsiine Amanpour will address the 
gathering on video and superstar 
Lionel Ritchie has written a song 
dedicated to the Afghan women. 
The Voice of America and Radio Free 
Europe wiU broadcast the event world 
over." 

What impact will this and other 
such events have on the Taliban and 
on the world in general? As far as 
the Taliban are concerned, one can 



Presstalfc 

By Fahd Husain 



safely assume that they are not go- 
ing to let such **inridcl propaganda" 
dilute their zeal and fervour. In any 
case. Ta:iban arc said to have devel- 
oped a disiike for TVs and thus dis- 
mantle -Jiem with all the force at their 
command whenever their eyes be- 
fall on a set. Given this State of an- 
tipathy towards the idiot box. there 
arc slim chances that the Academy 
Awards and the anti-Taliban event 
which will follow it. will find large 
scale vicwcrship in Afghanistan. There 
ai-e of course chances that some of 
the more privileged mullas may have 
access to TVs which can catch the 
Hollvwood extravaganza and these 
mullas may be directed by their su- 
periors to "monitor" the event for 
official purposes. But these muHas. 
one is confident, will not allow their 
hearts of Steel to melt when faced 
with sultry Hollywood damsels (even 

though on screen 
and not in the 
flesh-God have 
mercy on them. 
Taliban that is). 

And this is jus: 
the beginning. As 
the tales or 
Taliban's gender 
apartheid spread 
across the world and acquire mythi- 
cal proportions, the outrage contin- 
ues to increase. In the process, the 
image of Muslim.s in general is be- 
ing dragged through the mud. This 
would not have been so if the non- ; 
Muslim world was well aware of Is- 
lam and what it actually stands for. 
Since this is not so and the west in 
general remains an ignorant and gul- 
lible I6t easily susceptible to stere- 
otypes (at least they share something 
with the Taliban) the anti-Taliban sal- 
vos are hitting Muslims all over. Ac- 
cording to a report, some fanatic Chris- 
tian fundamentalist groups in the 
United States are posting all kinds 
of vicious propaganda against Mus- 
lims on the internet, pegging it on 
Lhe Taliban and their attitudes towards 
women. These '^Soldiers of Christ" 
who are essentially religious nuts, 
say thac .all Muslim men beat their 
wives as a matter of faith and there- 
fore all "civilized*' people across the 
world, and especially Muslim women, 
should rise up against Muslim men. 
This type of vicious fundo propa- 
ganda' by Christian whackos is 
being fuelled by reports of 
Taliban's new. imaginative and in- 
genuous policies to cage women. 
Can somebody stop them? 



Taliban resolve 
'egg-knocking' 
dispute 

KABUL:- A deadly dispute which | 
erupted after Afghanistan's Taliban ; 
. tried temporarily to ban a traditional 
-egg-knocking'* game has been set- 
tled, the Islamic militia's ofnciai radio 
said Sunday. 

It said six people were killed three 
weeks ago in the clash between the 
militia and tribesmen in i southern 
frontier area. ' 

• R3dio""SI^at said a team sent by 
the T^iban's supreme leader Moham- 
mad Omar had now settled the dis- 
pute* and secured the condnued sup- 
port of the influential tribes for the . 
l^iban administration. • / . 

The clash In the Gurbuz distnct of 
Khost region on the Pakistan border 
erupted after tribesmen defied the 
niiUtia's ordet not to engage in the 
traditional game while celebtating the 
Eidui Fitr festival. The trouble ^ the 
district' "was just an acciderttV.the 
radio .quoted the. delegation chief, lit- 
formation Minister MuUa Amir Khan 
Muttaqi, ^ saying/Muttaql said 
dispute, was solved through a tribal 
ji^ga (council) after the Taliban ad- 
ministraUon sHowed a "proper reac- 
tion'*. J V 

• A tribal chieftain was quoted by 
the radio as saying that the Gurbuz 
tribesmen ^uld continue to SUPP^- 
the Taliban. The hardline ^milui a. 
which controls about 80 per .cent of 
Afgh^iiistan, has imposed.a stnct m- 
terpretation of Islamic Shariah la>V.. 

Tokhm-Jan^* or egg-breafeng 
a traditional game practised all over 
Afghanistan on.Jreligious and othe; 
feltivals. Basketful^ of boiled anc 
dyed eggs are taken to local park^ 
andVesbrts/Tilrp P^^y^rs choose ont 
or several eggs after gently knockiry; 
them against their teeth to test th. 
hardness, then they knock the pom: 
of one egg against the other untU on< 
crM:k5. The owner of the cracked 
loses the game and the eggs.— ArT 
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Afghan earthquake 

ANDER, Afghanistan: The death toll • Authorities said a further 44 after- was expected to exacerbate the casu- 

from an earthquake which Struck sliocks had fcrflowed Thursay*s quake alty figures, 

eastern Afghanistan two days ago with a msgor tremor, felt in Kabul ■■ Five Red Cross trucks ladened 

continued to climb Saturday as rescue midaftemoon on Saturday. . with supplies left this morning to the 

efforts get underway in isolated dis- . Hardest hit areas include Mayden affected areas under a joint operation 

tricts outside of Kabul. ' Sar in Wardak and surrounding vil- with the Afghan Red Crescent Society, 

The official Bakhtar news agency lages like Ander and Chak, and ham- the International Federation of thq 

r * i it had confirmed 67 dead and an- lets in Logar province. The area cov- Red Crosa jand Red Crescent 

o«ier 10 children had died after they era about 1,000 square kilometres to "The assessment is not finished: 

froze to death because they were too the east and south of Kabul. Therefore it is hard to ^ve a precise 

scared to return to their homes. **Ten young boys and girb have number of casualties and the scale o{ 

At least another 210 were ii\jured died in Chak where people are scared destruction,** Anselmo said. ; 

pM the number left homeless has to go back to their houses," a Taliban He said shelter was. most needed 

. jn to more than 1 ,000, combined source said. . as people are afraid to return to their 

reports said. He said Chak was believed to be homes and are living in makeshift 

Radio Shariat s^d "the condition the worst-hit with 1 ,000 houses lev-: tents and under bridges, 

of the people is bad. There is a lot of elled and relief efforts have failed l6 Afghanistan's ruling TWiban have 

destruction and casualties ... the peo- reach them. Three hundred houses made a plea for. relief from interna- 

pie need urgent help from interiia- in Bambi Keli village and another 200 tional agencies, although most evac- 

Uonal agencies." in Alasang village near Chak were uated the country last August after 

"We Ve been told that quite a few also destroyed, • he said the US missile strike on suspected ter- 

chiklren may have died," DrAref from Red Cross spokesman Josue rorist bases in Afghanistan. 

Carte Sc Ho^ital told AKR Anselmo said the volume of destnic- However, Anselmo said no direct 

He said most people had been tion in Wardak is ''impressive" ^ith request for help from the Taliban had 

treated for head trauma, arm and leg some villages destroyed by 80 to 100 been received, 

fractures.. percent. Logar is also the site of a mayor 

In Ander, near the earthquake's In Kabul, authorities said at least earthquake fault line which stretches 

epicentre about 70 kilometres west of five houses have collapsed killing an from Iran to Pakistan and across 

Kabul, Wardak provincial Governor . elderly man, while local hospitals said Afghanistan's central and southern 

Malawy Shamsuddin told AFP that 10 people had been admitted with in- provinces. 

'"'>0 people from two villages were juries, Two earthquakes in February and 

..^meJess. The earthquake measured 5.5 on June last year in the country's north 

"Nine villages were severely af-, the Richter scale and was felt as far as east left some 8,500 people dead, 

fected in th^ re^on but we still don't Pakistan. But recent heavy rains and Both times it took days to determine 

have accurate figures," he said. the vast number of mud brick homes the the extent of the damage.— AFP ' 
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Osama bin Laden to be 



protected: religious groups 



KARACHI: Three Pakistani Islamic 
parties have condemned US pressure 
on Afghanistan's Taliban regime to 
expei Saudi dissident Osama bin 
Laden, vowing, that forces Joyal to 
Islam in the region would prptfect 
him. . .'- 

Umer Rirooq, leader of Lashkar- 
r i:Tayaba, told AFP Frid^ that "Mu- 
jahideen (Islamic warriors) would 
sacrifice their lives to defend the 
hero of Islam. ^ . 

The 'Mban will never hand over 
Osama to the enemies of Islam. He 
is ii>>safe hands. And if the US tries 
to take him to their land, they would 
have to pass over the bodies of Mu- 
jahideen, "^Pbroo^ 5aid. 

Bin Laden, who Hve.s, in 
Afghanistan as guest of the Taliban 
Islamic militia, has been accused by 
Washington of .n!?st^rminc{ing the 



bombings in* August of US embassies 
in Kenya and Tanzania that left more 
than 200 people dead. 

T^riq Madani, a central leader of 
Sipah-erSahaba Pakistan, said Bin 
Laden 's Arab guards would frustrate 
any attempt to harm him. 

He said if- the Taliban regime 
bowed to US demands out of a desire 
to break-out of international isola- 
tion, it could split the Taliban ranks. . 

"The 'Taliban cannot betray either 
the Mujahideen or Osama," Madani 
said. 

Ghafoor Ahmed, deputy cliief of 
Jamaat-i-Islami, said '^the US siiould 
stop dictating to Muslim councries, 
especially the Taliban. 

This is the time that the Muslim 
world should be united and not let 
theJLJS dictate to us," he said 

X^^e^Taliban regime has repprt- 



edly banned Bin Laden front receiv- 
ing visitors or having outside contact 
and withdrawn ail communication 
equipment including his telephone 
and radio. 

The Tahban^ who control more., 
than 80 percent of Afghanistan, have 
said Bin Laden wis free to leave 
Afghanistan,' but that her would not 
be forced out. 

"Let America -prove that Bin 
Laden is a . terrorist and, if do, we will 
support them. But we will not accept 
pressure for nothing," Ahmed said. 

Mehmood Khan, a leader of the 
Pasban group, a youth wing of the 
Jamaat-e-Islami, urged the Taliban to 
resist outside pressures. 

The Taliban hav^ demanded that 
tlie US- provide concrete proof of .Bin 
Laden's role in sponsoring interna- 
tion^.terrorism.—AfT 
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Osama's family still in 

1 1| I Taliban area: spokesman 
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KABUL: Asse.tirg that that Bin 
Laden's family "is in Afghanistan in 
areas under the controJ of the Tal- 
iban," a top Taliban spokesman said 
on Tuesday he had no idea why 
Saudi dissident Osama bin Laden 
had left his southern Afghan sanctu- 
ary. 

He also denied that 'Bin Laden 
may have been killed*. He was re- 
sponding to rumours circulating in 
neighbouring Iran said Ve have re- 
ceived no report about his death." 

Chief Taliban spokesman Wakil 
Ahmad Muttawakil told Reutera from 
±e southern city of Kandahar, "Ve 
don't know and don't have any rea- 
son to say why Osama has vanished." 



He told the Afghan Islaxnic Press 
(AIP) news agency that there are 
women and children^ but 0:»ma and 
his aides have vanished. 

MuctawakO was reacting to press 
reports that said Bin Laden might 




I 



^bah's supreme leader, MiiUa Moham- 

Reports in foreign Arabic newspa- 
pers and some sections of the Pak- 
istani press said Omar kept bin Laden 
waiting when the Saudi went to con- 
gratulate him on Eid in .January last. 

Media reports have placed Bin 
Laden inside Afghanistan in territory 
held by the anti-Taliban opposition 
and in places as far apart as Iraq and 
Chechnya. His disappearance fol- 
lowed new US warnings rhac it re- 
served, the right to use military force 
in pursuit of bin Laden, who has been 
charged with masterminding the 
bomb attacks on US embassies in East 
Africa that ]s2lled 250 people. Omar 
and other senior Taliban of&dals insist 
that Bin Laden was not asked to leave 
and denied any suggestion that his 
disappearance was linked to new US 
pressure.— Reuters/AFP 



Afghans in exile fear 



harassment from Taliban 



PESHAWAR: In the dead of night, r*vo 
masked men scaled a 3-meter waii 
around the home of a prominent 
Afghan political activist Irving in exile 
and murdered his wife and 11 -year- 
old son. 

Police said the intruders sliced the 
telephone lines and slipped into the 
home of Abdul Haq, who was away. 
While everyone slept the gunmen 
fired seven shots. Five bullets struck 
his -Piiie, one his son and the other 
their bodyguard. Ail three died. 

No one claimed respon5ibilic>' for 
the January 12 sla>':ng and Hac was 
reluctant to blame anyone. 

But many Afghan exiles in Pak- 
istan, and the human rights group 
Amnesty Lntemational', say.prominent 
Afghans and their families have been 
targeted by harassment, threats and 
shootings in recent months. They 
blame the Taliban that rules most of 
Afghanistan. . 

Taliban leaders, whose Isiamic 
mo%'ement has been supported by 
Pakistan » deny the charges. Tney say 
their fighters are not operating out- 
side Afghan territory 

"We are not interested in any 
other country ... We have enough 
problems in our own country," said 
Abdul Sattar Paktianey, a spokesman 
for the Taliban's foreign ministry. 

The victims of recent attacks in 
Pakistan, where 1 .5 million Afjithans 
stm live as refugees, have in common 
opposition to the Taliban and the 
strict vision of Islamic law it has im- 
posed on their homeland. 



Like Haq they have supported re- 
placing the Taliban regime with a 
broader-based government in* 
Afghanistan and have .strongly ap- 
posed Taliban restrictions on the life 
of women. 

.A.rnong the recent incidents in 
Pakistan: 

— ^The brother-in-law of 
Afghanistan's last communist presi- 
dent, Najibullah, who was hanged by 
the Taliban army, was slain. 

— Gunmen shot into the home of 
Shah Bacha Shinwari, head of a mod- 
erate Afghan reconciliation commi.s- 
sion, wounding his wife and son. 

— The home of Sacana Gul 
Sherzad, a leader of the Afghan na- 
tional democratic party, was attacked 
but no one was injured. 

— Several men attacked the home 
of Shah Agha Miyaddidi, a 'ciose rela- 
tive of former Afghan president 
Sibghatullah Miyaddidi, a fonner ar.ti- 
communist resistance fighter- and a 
-'>trung advocate of a broad-based 
goverrunent to replace the Taiiban. 

— ^Afghan women who have jobs in 
Peshawar have been threatened by 
stick-wielding men who cisimed to be 
Taliban members and warned the 
won\en to quit work and stay at home. 

— Fatana Gailani, head of the 
Afghan women council, a women's 
rights group, said her. life had", been 
threatened and she had been fol- 
lowed. 

— The Revolutionary Association 
of Women of Afghanistan, which 
seeks equal opportunity for women, 



cancelled a rally in December in Pe- 
shawar after men claiming to be Tal- 
iban supporters threatened to break 
their legs if they went ahead with the 
demonstration. 

— Female teachers at giris schools 
in Afghan refugee cam.ps say they 
have been warned by men to teach 
the girls only verses from the holy 
Quran, .and to end the girls' schooling 
once ihey reach age of 8- So far the 
teachers have resisted. 

Police in the NW7P say the attacks 
and killings are not related, but some 
officials within the government sus- 
pect links to the Taliban. 

Abdul Hafeez Arty, an official at 
the Afghan commissionerate, the Pak- 
istani government department that 
looks after the 1.5 million Afghan 
refugees living in Pakistan, cited the 
Haq case as an example. 

He said it was probable the Tal- 
iban **thought Abdul Haq could be a 
serious threat," thus the kiBings. 

Amnesty International wants Pak- 
istan to do more to protect Afghans, 
but Afghans exiles say the Pakistani 
government is reluctant to crack 
down on Taliban supporters. Pakistan 
is one of only three countries to rec- 
ognize the Taliban government. 

^This is the responsibility of the 
. host country to look after the safety 
of those who live here. ... But there is 
not sufficient security/* said Fir 
Ahmed Gailani, a moderate Afghan 
leader who has criticized the Taliban, 
^'otherwise why are Afghans getting 
kiUcd here?* — AP 



UN medical aid for 
Afghanistan quake victims 



From Our Correspondent 

PESHAWAR - In response to calls 
from authorities and the affected com- 
munities, UN agencies are currently 
contributing essential medical and 
shelter materials at the scene of Thurs- 
day's earthquake in the snowy Afghan 
mountains south of Kabul, states a 
Press release issued here on Monday. 

Worlcing in collaboration with the 
Afghan Office of Disaster Prepared- 
ness, the International Red Cro.<;.^ and 
International Federation of Red Cross 
societies and non-governmental or- 
ganisationsv UN staff have vi.sitcd the 
site and agreed on a joint response to 
assist the affected villages. 

Efforts continue to assess overall 
damage, at the same time that interna- 
tional organisations in Kabul are meet- 
ing the emergency needs, which so far 
have involved dealing with injuries 



and exposure to the cold. 

The earthquake, which registered 
5.5 on the richlcr .scale, stnick an area 
in Wardak and Logar provinces, some 
60 kms south of Kabul on Thursday 
evening. According to ICRC/TFRC as- 
sessments, some 35 people have been 
killed in 25 villages and hundreds in- 
jured. International agencies estimate 
that about 2,300 homes have been de- 
stroyed in the villages .surveyed to 
date. 

Casualties arc thought to have 
been limited due to the fact a 
smaller tremor preceded the main 
quake, alerting people to leave 
their houses. 

The World Health Organisation 
on Saturday sent emergency medi- 
cal supplies to the affected area. 
Currently, the UN is moving additional 
tarpaulins and plastic sheeting from 
Kabul to provide emergency shelter 



for the affected villages. Safe drink- 
ing water is also expected to be need- 
ed soon. While food aid is not consid*- 
ered a priority at this moment. The 
World Food Programme has made 
available several hundred tons of food 
which to be trucked to the area when 
nccdc<l. 

Given the extent of the damage to 
housing, the UN is already planning a 
significant reconstrucdon programme. 

UN international staff have been out 
of Afghanistan since August; how- 
ever, UN humanitarian projects 
have continued throughout the 
country, managed by national staff. 
Following last week's technical 
observation mission to Kabul, the 
UN had planned to undertake fur- 
ther security assessments in the coun- 
try as soon as possible to pave the way 
for the return of internauonal human- 
itarian workers. In the meantime, the 
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Aid agencies survey 
Afghan quake damage 



arms 



KABUL: Relief agencies scoured the 
hills and valleys of southwest 
Afghanistan on Sunday to gauge the 
extent of a powerful earthquake 
which the ruling Taliban said killed 
more than 50 people, ir\jui ed 200 and 
flattened 900 homes. 

Aid workers said leanis fron\ the 
International Committee of the Red 
Cross (ICRC). Red Cross Federation 
and U^e Afghan Red Crescent went to 
Sheikh Abaad to the west of Kabul, 
one of the worst-hit areas, and to 
Logar province to the soutli. The two 
areas have not been surveyed but re- 
ports reaching the capital from trav- 
ellers suggested that there had been 
more fatalities and casualties in Logar 
province. The Taliban said that the 
death toil had risen to 57, v^ath more 
than 200 injured and close to 1 ,000 
homes flattened after initial surveys 
in the Maidan Shahr region west of 
Kabul on Saturday. Thursday night's 



quake measured 5.5 on the Richter 
scale and sent alarm bells through the 
international aid conununity after two 
mtyor quake disasters last year killed 
8,000. A fresh tremor shook Kabul 
and surrounding areas on Saturday 
but there were no repoiis of injury or 
damage. An International Con\mittee 
of the Red Cross (ICRC) team visited 
the Maidan Shahr area on Saturday 
but spokesmen said it was too early 
to give an accurate picture of the 
damage. The ICRC said an initial sur- 
vey found that one village had been 
destroyed! "Out of six villages as- 
se.ssed by the teams, one was 100% 
destroyed whilst the scale of destruc- 
tion of three others ranged from 50 to 
80 percent/' an ICRC statement said. 
"Quite a number of people.are scared 
to go back to their residence and 
.sleep in makeshift tents or fmd a .shel- 
ter under a bridge for the night," said 
ICRC official Pascal Hundt.— Reuters 



explodes outside Kabul 



KABLT^ A 'Mban ammunition depot 
exploded at a miUtary base outside 
the Afghan capital Kabul on Monday 
night, but the Islamic militia ruled 
out sabotage. 

•The depoi caught fire, and we 
could not do anythiiig to extinguish 
or stop it," one 'Mban official said. 

He blamed the incident on "neg- 
ligence'* but gave no further detaib. 
There were no immediate reports of 
casualties or damage from the blaze, 

residents said. 

They said there were more than 
three hours of explosions behind a 
military academy, some 12 km east 
of the caoital on the main road that 
links it to the eastern region and 
Pakistan. 

*We could hear light and heavy 
blasts constantly, and thought fight- 
ing had erupted; Fahim, a resident 
who lives close to the site, told 
Reuters. 



The base is also close to the so- 
caUed New Road, which leads to the 
front line north of Kabul where the • 
Taliban and forces of opposition 
commander Ahmad Shah Masood 

are dug in. 

"Mban fighters at the base pre- 
vented reporters from visiting the 
site of the explosion where several 
types of ammunition were stored on 
open ground inside a depot. 

There have been several blasts in 
Kabul since the Taliban captured the 
city two years ago from Masood. the 
military head of the deposed gov^ 

emment. 

In 1997 a tank loaded with am- 
munition exploded outside a top Tal- 
iban minister's house, but he was un- 
hurt A few months ago a small 
ammunition store la front of the 
Cuban embassy, which is occupied 
by Pakistani TaUban followers, also 
blew up. — Reuters 
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s US rules out 
o Taliban govt 
? recognition 

(i-From SIKANDER HAYAT 

ISLAMABAD - The Unired 
Stales has ruled out recognition of 
Taliban government in return of 
their cooperation to extradite 
Saudi dissident Osama bin Laden. 

The State Department 
spokesman, transcript of whose 
briefing on Wednesday was re- 
leased here by the USFS. said the 
US policy concerning 
Afghanistan remaining un- 
changed "which is that we don*t 
recognise any particular faction as 
the official legitimate government 
of Afghanistan." 

He was asked if Osama Bin 
Laden is handed over to 
Washington by the Taliban, would 
that trigger move towards the 
recognition of the student m.iliiia 
government. 

The spokesman insisted that 
the question of recognition would 
be decided on the "basis of work- 
ir^g with UN Secretary GcneraFs 
representative Brahimi', on the ba- 
sis of reconciliation, dialogue, 
discussion among parties, as. a 
predicate to the constitution of a 
broad-based government in 
Afghanistan". 

The spokesman did not agree 
with a suggestion chat in line with 
the US policy of dealing with 
anyone who is in control of terri- 
tory, the Taliban deserve the 
American recognition. **I didn't 
say they (Taliban) were in control 
of all of Afghanistan," he added. 

To the question what are 

Washington's expectations from 

Pakistan the spokesman said, "we 

always urge our Pakistani friends 

to exercise that inOuence (inside 

Afghanistan) in the interest of our 

common interest against terror- 
ists". 
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ICRC completes relief 
operation in Afghanistan 



F.P. Bureau Report 
ISLAMABAD - Josue 
Ansclmo, itiformation delegate for 
Afghanistan of the International 
.Committee of the Red Cross 
Monday said the ICRC carried out 
its last distribution to the earth- 
quake-hit victims of Afghanistan. 

Briefing the newsmen Anselmo 
said together with the Afghan Red 
Crescent Society, International 
Federation of Red Gross and Red 
Crescent Societies, ICRC assisted 
40.000 people in the earthquake- 
hit areas of Maydan-Wardak and 
Logar provinces, some 100 miles 
south of Kabul. 

The area was damaged by earth- 
quake on February 11. at 6:40 pm. 

He said 40,000 people were as- 
sisted with 45,800 blankets, 56 
tons of coal, 772 stoves, 1,1 36 rolls 
of plastic sheeting, 1,960 tents,. 
9,100 jerry cans, 4,500 sweaters, 
4,900 cooking sets, 2000 quilts, 
and 1 8,600 soap bars. 

Assisted by Paul-Henri (ARNI), 
deputy head of the delegation in 
Pakistan of the International 



Committee of the Red Cross, 
Anselmo, said the Red Cross and 
Red Crescent had assessed that 65 
people have been killed and 498 
injured due to the earthquake. 
Whereas 6,356 houses had been 
completely destroyed and. over 
- 1 1,000 have been damaged along 
with 278 mosques. 

He said these were provisional 
figures. 

He • maintained that since 
February • 1 2. -the International 
Committee of the Red Cross had 
an average of three teams on the 
spot dealing with distribution 
whilst another three teams were 
dispatched in different parts of the 
affected areas to assess the situa- 
tion. 

He said:. "We (International 
Committee of the Red Cross) have 
finished its distributions today af- 
ter having covered 95 per cent of 
the needs in the niost hit areas. 

However, that the ICRC will 
continue to fill the last remaining 
gaps and monitor the aftermath of 
t.he crisis", he added. 
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Afghan opium production, 
trafficking on the rise: UN 



ISLAMABAD: Afghanistan remains 
the world 5 primary source of opium 
with production rising and a sub- 
stantial increase in trafficking 
through neighbouring countries, a 
United Nations report said Tuesday. 

"Afghanistan could now be mak- 
ing all the illegal heroin tl^at formerly 
came from Pakistan," said Bernard 
Frahi from the UN Drug Control Pro- 
gramme after the release of a 
UNDCP report here Tuesday. "The 
problem has certainly increased.'* 

He said the UN's Narcotics Board 
believes heroin is now being stock- 
piled in northern Afghanistan t^ear 
the Tcyikistan border for trafficking 
ir.to other countries. ''Smugglers ap- 
pear to have used new routes 
through the CIS countries in Central 
.■i.s[a,'wi\€re drugs are furt.her chan- 
nelled to Belarus, Ru.ssia, Ukraine 
and the Baltic states and tlience into 
Western Europe," he said. 

According to the report, Afghan 
raw opium production in 1998 rose 
nine percent from the previous year to 
2,200 metric tonnes with the planted 
areas covering 63,000 hectares. 

Frahi said while opium produc- 
tion was rising in Afghani.$tan, there 
W3S a continued marked change in 
the situation in Pakistai\. 



In 1979, Pakistan produced 800 
tonnes of opium but tliis had fallen to 
25 tonnes in 1998 and was forecast 
to drop to five tonnes tliis year. "Pak- 
istan is on track to eliminate heroin 
production/' Frahi said.— AFP 

Reuters adds: He said UNDCP 
had been conducting aii opium sur- 
vey in the coimtry since 1994 and 
last year the Taliban provided secu- 
nty for its survey teams. ; 

"We have set up an excellent 'dia- 
logue with the Taliban." he said, 
adding the agency was working^in 
four districts to help farmers reduce 
poppy cultivation. But he did 'not 
comment on last week's statement 
from the Taliban that said they h^d 
ordered the destruction of all iicroin- 
inanufacturing factorie.5 in areas 
within its control. - 

Fi ahi said Pakistan was a "success 
story" for the ehmination of poppy 
cultivation and wps on track to com- 
pletely halt cultivation of the plant by 
year 2000. 

Frahi expressed concern over a 
rise in drug addiction in Pakistan 
where he estimated there were three 
million addicts, half of theui heroin 
addicts. He^said the agency was con- 
ducting a survey to get more accu- 
rate figures. 



ISLAMABAD - Tlie United Na- 
lions and other international agencies 
h'avc started sending relief supplies to 
:hc earthquake victims in parts of 
'Wftrdak and Logar provinces 100 
kilometres south of the Afghan capi- 
tal. 

On Thursday World Food Pro- 
gramme allocated 55 tons of wheal, 
beans nnd biscuits lo 400 of (he worst 
affected families in the quake-hit ar- 
eas. UN itucntfltional staff have been 
out of Afghanistan since August last 
tiue to US air strikes nnd subsequent 
wurdcrof lui Iinlian military observer. 
Tnis week the UN sent four inlcma- 
ixonal staff member.^ to Kabul to help 
coordinate quake relief efforts led by 
the Red Cross. 

The relief .supplies will include .shel- 
ter and food to the scene of the carth- 

qunkc. Priority needs are for ihe shel- 
ter material. 

UNICEF, UNHCR and Habitat arc 
sending shelter materials and blankets 
to contribute to supplies being distrib- 
uted by the Red Cross movement. UN 
World Health Organization sent medi- 
cines to treat the injured. 

The earthquake hit Afghanistan two 
provinces on Fcbniary 1 l.OnthcRrch- 
tcr intensity its force was registered 
between 5.5 atxl 5.9. It rendered 30.C0U 
people homeless and killed as tnany as 
70 people. 

The UN press release^ however* .^aid 
the casualty count had not increased 
beyond some 39 dead and 256 
wounded. Tl^e UN is «l.so preparing an 
appeal for the donor countries to assist 
• the quake victims. U is, meanwhile, 
aKso as.'^essing the security conditions 
in Afghanistan in order to send back 
it.s international staff members to that 
"war-torn couhtry. 



Afghan 'mystery' 
disease diagnosed 

GENEVA: A "mystery"' disease 
that has caused more than 150 
deaths in several remote Afghan 
villages has been initially identi- 
fied as a respiratory ailment, the 
World Health Organisation said 
Friday. 

A team which reached Jamar- 
jeBala in northeast Afghanistan tp 
in^-EStigate said-there was ho evi- 
dence of plague, malaria, choiera 
and typhus^ the WFiO said in 
Geneva. There have been between 
50 and 60 . deaths in the village 
since January 10. 

The suspicion is that* that 
deatlis were caused by secondary' 
infections. The symptoms are 
those of influenza, the WTiO 
said.— AFP 



Taliban team 
meets Osama 

FroinDr JASSIM TAQUI 

ISLAMABAD - Afghan 
Taliban officials meets Saudi dis- 
sident Osama bin Laden a few 
days ago in the eastern town of 
Jalalabad, reported London-based 
Arabic daily al-Hayat. It said 
"Informed Afghani sources told 
Al-Ilayat that a delegation from 
Taliban a few days ago visited 
Osama bin Laden in Jalalabad in 
eastern Afghanistan in an effort to 
mend tense relations between the 
two sides/* 

Al-Hayat said the delegation 
which met bin Laden included the 
Taliban*s deputy foreign minister 
MuHah Abdul Jalii and the head 
of the administrative affairs at the 
foreign minister. 

It said that the. two offered bin 
Laden to return to Kandahar-the 
Taliban's headquarters in south- 
ern Afghanistan, where he had 
been the *'guest" of Taliban for 
the past three years. 

**The sources attributed the 
new move by Taliban to the 
movement being convinced that 
bin- Laden will not leave 
Afghanistan and it was not in a ^ 
position to ask him to leave, so , 
his presence at its stronghold in 
Kandahar will limit his move- 
ment/* the paper disclosed. 

In a related story al-Hayat 
quoting US intelligence said that 
the American agencies had 
blocked at least seven attacks on 
US facilities overseas by bin 
Laden since last summer's bomb- 
ing of two US embassies in 
Kenya and Tanzania. They even 
now expect surprise attacks on 

us and British interests, especixil- 

ly in Europe and the Middle East. 

Taliban retake 
Qentral district 
from Opposition 

ISLAMABAD (AFP) - The Taliban 
militia has recaptured the district of 
Yawkowlang in central Afghamstan, 
two days after losing it to opposition 
forces, the Afghan Islamic Press (AIP) 
reported on Friday. 

The district was retaken by the mili- 
tia late Thur^dav in acounier-attackas 
fighters of Hezb-i-Wahdat faction re- 
treated into the nearby mountains^ the 
Pakistan-based private information 
service said. 

Several soldiers on both sides were 
killed in the fighting and a rival com- 
mander Ahmad Shah was captured by 
the Islamic militia troops. 

The fall of Yawkowlang m Bamiyan 
province to the opposition was re- 
ported by AIP on Thursday. 



'Taliban ask Osama 
to return to Kandahar 



DUBAI: The Taliban militia has asked . 
alleged terrorist Osama bin Laden to 
return to its Kandahar stronghold in 
southwest Afghanistan, the Arabic 
newspaper Al-Hayat reported 
Wednesday. 

The London-based daily said a Tal- 
iban delegation travelled to Jalalabad ^ 
in eastern Afghanistan to meet the 
Saudi dissident, who left Kandahar 
around two weeksf ago. 

The Taliban believe that ''bin 
Laden will not leave Afghanistan and 
have come to the conclusion his pres- 
ence in Kandahar would allow them 
to limit his movements," it said. 

But the multi-millionaire Islamist 
"feels freer in Jalalabad** » where he 
fought alongside the M'^jahideen dur- 
ing the Soviet occupation of the 
1980s, it said. 

On Pebruary 1 7 , a Taliban OLficiai 
said in Washin^n after meeting a se- 



nior US diplomat that bin Laden was 
no longer in territory controlled by 
the T^ban. 

*'He is not in the area in control of 
the Taliban," Abdul Hakim Miyahid, 
the Taliban's New York?based repre- 
sentative said. "He decided himself to 
leave, we do not know where he is." 

• Al-Hayat said the same day that 
bin Laden had moved to a military 
base near Jalalabad that served 'the 
Hezb-i-lslami faction of Yunus Khalis 
during the Soviet occupation. It is 
now also under lyiban control 

Bin Laden is wanted in the United 
States for alleged involvement in the 
August 7, 1998 bombings of US em- 
bassies in Kenya and Tanzania in 
which some 250 people were killed, 
including 12 Americans. 

Washington has offered a five-mil- 
lion-doUar reward for his capture. — 
AFP 



ISLAMABAD: The United Nations 
Refugee 'Agency ha^ said its pro-* 
gramme. to repatriate some bvo mil- 
lidn^Afghari refugees living in Pak- 
istan'>nd Iran was facing a severe 
funding crisis because of lac"k of in- 
terest from donor countries. BBC 
reported. 

'■- The Assisiam High Commis- 
siohef .for Refugees. Soranyason Pe- 
terson, said. that donor countries 
were showing a total la.ck of inter- 
est in the repatriation and' rehabili- 
tation of til^ Af^an refugees. 

;The host, countries chiefly Pak- 
istau and-It'an were finding it In- 



fund 
Afgha 



needs for the AfglVan refugees...Ai"id' . 
so far this year> the organisatibn has 
received under iO percent of what, 
is asked for td furi'd its'1999 Afgh^ • 
programme.'* * * v 

. Petersen ".said this ^^^ar . the 
UNHCR has received just one dona- - 
tion from the Swedish goverfim^nt. 
. . He said many of the Afghans in 
Pakistan and Iran . were t'ijed 
of living in exile and they want td 
return hc^m^. But after such 'a long . 
period of war in' their home 
country, there was now a need for a. 
lot of rehabilitation ..work- , "to 
^provide returning refugees. ^ith 
basic fa:^ilitie^ and means td restart 



creasingly difficult to bear the bur- 
den of sending the refugees to their their lives. • . • ' 
country. " ' • . ' * ' More 'than 2.5 million Afghans 
Last year the UNHCR received are lining in Pakistan and Iran.— 
less than 50 "percent of its funding APP 
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Sino-Afghan trade ties 

may affect Pak product 



From Shamim Shahid 



PESHAWAR - Despite contributing 
a lot, Pakistan is likciy to lose the eco- 
nomic markets of Afghanistan as the 
Chinese officials have undertaken talks 
with the Afghan officials. The trade ties 
between two countries may affect Pak 
products. 

The agenda of the direct talks be- 
tween the Tahban leaders and Chinese 
rulers, being brokered by some of the 
leading businessmen from both the 
countries, is establishing Cargo flights 
'between Beijing and Kabul, it was learnt 
reliably from some high level sources in 
Peshawar, the Chinese authorities have 
established contacts with the Afghan 
capital Kabul after a period of around 
15 years, following closure of its em- 
bassy and withdrawal of the diplomatic 
staff during the regime of late Babrak 
Karmal. 

The sources informed that in previous 
1998. contact.*? at high level here estab- 
lished between Afghanistan and China. 
In this connection, both the countries 
have exchanged delegations with each 
other and the last Chinese deksaiion 
visited Kabul on January 28, 1999 last. 
Such a delegation, comprising four high 
ranking officers held detailed discus- 
sion with the Kabul authorities and made 
positive and valuable proposals for es- 
tablishing trade links with each other. 



So far.both the countries have agreed 
for establishing air trade links and in 
this connection the Cargo flights could 
be started between Kabul and Beijing. 
However, date and time for inaugura- 
tion of such flights is yet to be finalised. 
In this connection, the Chinese authori- 
ties have suggested to concentrate on 
repairment of the Kabul airport run- 
way and also some complexes for stor- 
age of the goods to be exchanged be- 
tween the two countries. 

The Chinese government agreed for 
exporting electronics, cosmetics, tex- 
tiles, tyres and other rubber materials to 
Afghanistan through its cargo's. While 
in return. Afghanistan would export 
gems, carpets and rugs, green and dry 
fruitJi and wool and woolen products to 
China. In the light of such 
understandings, the Chinese authorities 
have also been agreed for utilising the 
mineral potentials of Afghanistan nnd 
for this purposes, it IVxely to go for 
establishing of some factories. Like- 
wise, the Chinese authorities have also 
been agreed for extending cooperation 
to the Afghan government in rebuilding 
and reconstruction of that war affected 
country. 

It may be mentioned here that trade 
links between Pakistan and Afghani- 
stan was destabilised when in 1 995 last, 
the previous Benazir Bhutto govern- 
ment imposed a ban on import of 17 



iicins un(l<-*r- fhe Afchan Trnn.<;it Trade. 
Such Items inchnlrd nio«itly clccti"onics. 
tyres and rubber goods, textiles and 
cosmetics. However, soon after tmpo.si- 
rion of stich a dccL<;i«m, majority of the 
Afglian and Tribal tndcrs ha\'e diverted 
their biLsir^css first to Bandar Abbass of Iran 
for importing gcxxk from Japan and other 
developed countries. And later on they 
utiH.<;ed the Jalalahiui airport for the 
purpose. The Taliban leaders in 
Peshawar while confirming such con- 
tacts have said that the delegates who vis- 
ited Kabul at the end of previotis Janu- 
ary were inchtded three males and one 
females. 

Among ihcjn a Muslim busine.nsman 
from China was prominent. Such a del- 
egation held detail talks with high rank- 
ing Kabul authorities in connection with 
trade links between the two countries. 
While both the countries have already 
di.«?cu,ssed the pcilitical matters included 
re- opening of the Chine.sc embas.^ at 
Kabul. In response to a <|uestit>n. the 
trader said that Peshawar in particular 
and rest of the country in general be- 
corne an iniportant exp<^rt market due to 
(he goods being imported froiti Afgiwni- 
stan. Sttch items, the listed, are nigs, 
carpels, green and dry fruits, wools and 
woolen gods, gems and other minerals. 
On such itein.^ the Uxzal traders and 
exponers paying a lot to the CBR but it 
al.*JO engaged thousands of people. 



UN volunteers resume 
relief work in Afghanistan 



From Our Correspondent 

PESHAWAR - After a long time, the 
United Nations' volunteers have re- 
turned to Kabul for supervising the re- 
lief activities in Wardakand Logar prov- 
inces of Afghanistan. 

Tne UN had evacuated its volunteers 
from Kabul, following the USA air 
strikes against the training camps near 
Khost on August 20, 1998 last. As a 
result of such 2ur strikes, the Afghans 
staged demonstrations and attacked the 
UN office at Kabul which aiso caused 
death to a military observer from Italy. 

The UN report, issued here Wednes- 
day reveal that it along with other inter- 
national agencies are .sending relief sup- 
plies including shelter and food to the 
earthquake effectees of both the prov- 
inces awav around 100 kilotnecres from 



Kabul. Priority needs continue for shei- 
termarenal.'=i like plnvrir. iohn. trau^fMline 
and blankets. The Wr-V> r.us suftlciem 
stocks in hands and allocated wheat, 
beans and high energy biscuits to hun- 
dreds of The worst affected families. 

The report further states that the 
UNICEF. UNHCR and Habitat have 
sent shelter materials and blankets to 
contribute to supplies being distributed 
bv the Red Cross Movement. The WHO 
has been sending medical supplies to 
treat t.he injured and U.NFPA has pro- 
vided safe delivery kits. In addition, 
several other NGO*s notably NPO. 
KJRC. NCA. ACLU. CARE. GAA and 
MEDAIR are assisting m the relief ef- 
tons. 

Assessments im the cxtcni of the area 
iiffected by the quake, registered be- 
tween 5.5 and 5.9 on Richter scale. 



continues as teams probe further into- 
remote snowbound villages. After sur- 
veying 63 villages, international agen- 
cies estimate the number of heavily 
damaged and destroyed houses to be 
more that 5,800. meaning that at least 
30.000 people are homeless. Ninety 
mosques were rained, it remarked. 

The casualty is currently estimated at 
70 dead and some 500 wounded, low 
given the size of the earthquake since a 
tremor preceding the quake altered resi- 
dents to flee their homes. However, 
more than 1.000 cattle, which share 
Afghan dwellings during the winter, 
were killed by collapsing structures. 
The UN is preparing an appeal for do- 
nor countries to be issued shortly after a 
full assessment of the .<;cope damages, 
the areas affected and the needs of the 
residents has been completed. 




Taliban deny meeting 

mystery preva 



SLAxMABAD: Afghanistan's riiling 
Taliban^ nulitia on Thursday rejecied 
as false a newspaper report that its 
officials 'had nnet Saudi dissident 
Osama bin Laden a few days ago. 

A Taliban spokesman, quoted by 
a Pakistan-based Afghan news ser- 
vice, said the miUtia was unaware of 
Bin Laden's whereabouts and 
Wednesday s report in the London- 
based Saudi-owned newspaper al- 
Hayat that a Taliban delegation met 
him in the eastern Afghan town of 
Jalalabad was false. 

Ai-Hayat quoted "informed 
Afghan sources" as saying that the 
Taliban delegation, including 
Deputy Foreign Minister Mullah 
Abdul Jalii, visited Bin Laden in an 
effort to mend tense relations. "We 
know nothing about Osama s where- 
abouts," the Afghan Islamic Press 
(AlP) quoted Taliban spokesman 
Wakil Aiimad Mutawakkil as saying 
by telephone from the militia head- 
quarters in the southern Afghan 
lown of Kandahar. 

"Mullah Abdul Jalil has not even 
visited Jalalabad in recent days. This 
is all untrue." The Taliban, which 
controls most of Afghanistan, said 
earlier this month that Bin Laden, 
who is wanted by the United vScates, 
had gone missing and that it had not 
bowed to US pressure for his extra- 
dition. His disappearance followed 
US warnings that it reserved the 



right to use itjilitary force in pursuit 
of Bin Laden, who has been indicted 
in^.the United States for allegedly 
masterniinding last August's bomb-, 
ings of US embassies in Kenya and 
Tanzania. 

Officials of an Afghan opposition 
alhance had said that 0.<;ama was 
still in Afghanistan and that reports 
to the contrary were a ploy to ease 
US pressure on the Taliban.— 
Reuters 

AFP adds from Kabul: A senior 
Taliban official said Thursday the 
whereabouts of the anti-US. Saudi 
dissident Osama bin Laden were still 
a mystery. 

Deputy Interior Minister Mulla 
Khaksar Akhund told AFP the Is- 
lamic militia was annoyed that Bin 
Laden did not let them know of his 
plans three weeks ago. "\\Te are an- 
noyed because of this. He should 
have told us of his plan,' Khaksar 
said. "We don't -know whether he*is 
still in Afghanistan or ha^left the 
country," the deputy minister said, 
recalling that Bin Laden went miss- 
ing together with most of his fam- 
ily members after restrictions were 
imposed on him. 

Asked if the Taliban wanted to 
try Osama, who is wanted by the 
United States over last year's bomb- 
ings of two US embassies in east 
Africa, Khaksar said," "I cannot pre- 
dict whether or not he will be tried." 



1 



UN seeks aid for 
Afghan quake victims 

A^tuo^ ^«^^a-ZG ^^^^^^^ 

ISLAMABAD: The United Nations 
said on Thursday its agencies work- 
ing in Afghanistan needed more re- 
sources to shelter some 16,000 
families whose homes were de- 
stroyed or damaged this month by 
an earthquake. 

A statement from the office of 
the United Nations Humanitarian 
Coordinator for Afghanistan said 
tne UN had pledges and other re- 
sources amounting to $400,000. It 
said UN agencies were seeking an 
additional $150,000 for tents 
tarpaulins, blankets and plastic 
sheeting. 

UN international staff withdrew 
from Afghanistan in August because 
of security concerns after a US mis- 
sile strike .on suspected bases of 
Osama bin Laden. 

But the statement said a small 
number of UN international staff 
had been in the Afghan capital 
Kabul helping to coordinate the re- 
lief effort in cjuake-hit areas of War- 
dak and Logar provinces, some 100 
km (60 miles) south of Kabul 

UN staff, Red Cross members 
and several NGOs had been bringing 
supplies, medical equipment. and 
technical assessment teams to the 
area, where an estimated 40,000 
people have been affected, it said. 

The sutement said more than 
7,000 famines had already received 
relief supplies, including tents*, 
tarpaulins, plastic sheeting, blan- 
kets, jerry cans and medical sup- 
plies.— Reuters ■ 
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rurmoil forces Afghans to 




. ^.r V , ^u;u«.-, 'r, ffPrt rvois>aiid bowls made of China day put; 

ISLAMABAD (APP) - Decad« of J^^'^,' ^^^^^^^^^^ catch the eye of the customers J^^ 

war and turmoil in Afghamstan has S^.^e^^^ An old bearded Hajt Meht Diru who 

"forced the Af*>hans lo sell ihcir hcnt- tions m ^fbyl. he leU tne migrated from Mazar Sharif to 

^SdtmUy^ ^^'^'^"^''"i'^Xon. iSh^ly pSar 1 8 years back has a lot of such i 

streets of Islamabad. • ^« '"^'^ffo^lfch Sun^^^^^^ cSourful teapots. Pointing towaris one 

■ Fote5«ners1iving in Islamabad zti4 earr^sover Rs tw^nSl i?/ms he claimed that it was made in Russia 

-.oSftiil^generfuy show special itv ing c^rds nng, l tc^^^^^ ^«^cl«^ y^^, 

, teresr in antiQUCS and o d artifact-? arc Most ot we carpet scuvts hj inscribed on , 

if usual Th«y pay hand- healthy and ^^^J^ ^^^^i Grwi?! nTsell it for less than Rs 

:tomeamountsforcan>etsandothera^^ SUSp^o R '^^^^ f.OOO. It miglU not be «0«h mo« than 

'tides- If you cross the nullah df^ding Pf^* "P^o ^ ^ 200 this tag. . ; 

.Itwar (Sunday) Bazar dow w Aabpara a P"^^^^^]?*^^ ^m^\ All that glitters us not gcrid. Some m- 

^Tiarket you are lost in the quagtrJre of pets ^^ich «n *^temg^^^^^^ ^^^^^ the articles 

small make- shift shops and stalls . '^^^ ^*\SS SrSec- were net antiques and arc locally manu- 

:JF«^^^^^^ --SHtSi%^^ ^theinsidcnconndedtothis 

^-^^^^ ^i^^SB^ 

lamabod, ibe Afghans come all The way Rs^^'J^fP^^^^t^^^^^ ishing the glassware m C3ermany pro- 

Jrom Peshawar on weekends to earn ^^^^'^^5^5^00^^ duce multicoloured items for.sa e in- 
4ive!ihoodbvselling:heirartides.Mo5t f^.^i^'-y^?^' these Bazars. Ho^ do ihest artides 

:of them eari, from Rs 100 to R. 200 m ^^^.OW. Tte^^in^^ ^^^^ H^^zz^ in the api^^> 

"a day to live hatid to mouth. There arc from ^f8har^n and An Afghan said that.these are- 

.othe^luckyandcraftywhomakemax.- 5^^P.V":.^^iltS^^ brought by "important"- people, Som<? 

<mum out of a bargain and cam utto two - described «f,^»Et« ^ Sis of the antiques were allegedly 'stolen • 

thousand rupees at the end of Uie daj. '"tl^^'S cu^^^^^^ from the museums and were sold fiom 

^. Tl« vcrick^s who ccMTie across the fo^^ SnfiTrdtffSS reS^bAfg^^^^ niantomanforpaltiysums.ThofiCsen. 

.^gnersmakeagoodfomine-Thctcaicotficr •''f "^'"f/,^^^^^^ ing them now have no other source of 

iSrwtctched fellov^-s whom mic pities, stan old earning. They sell these items to make 
Zrrhcym^mi^^m^^'^^^^^ ''''iiS^'Zm^^ro\6-Chcnzk"{t^ a fof^nc ofju^ for survival. -r. 



Taliban rivals give 
Rabbani govt new boost 



' ( By AiMAL KHAN 

PESHAWAR . The Northern 
Alliance Saturday decided on 
electing two members from each 
of the six component parties for 
induction into the Burhanuddin 
Rabbani government as ministers. 

The decision came at a meeting 
of the rainbow anti«Taliban al- 
liance held in the Afghan province 
of Para wan yesterday. 

The concluding session of the 
meeting was attended by the six- 
member alliance grouping Jamiat- 
i-I$lami, Ittchad-i-Islami, Hezb-i- 
Wahdat (Khaliii Group), Harkai-i- 
Islami (Mohsini Group) and 
Hezb-i-lslami (Sabaoon Group). 

Earlier sessions of the meeting 
among Taliban rivals were held in 
Charikar, Panjsher and Gulbahar 
under the chairmanship of 
Professor Burhanuddin Rabbani. 

The Peshawar-based Sahar 
News Agency, meanwhile, report- 
ed that the following three major 
decisions were taken at the last 
session: 

First, the next meeting of the 
s'^ix-party alliance will be held on 
March 15 and an interim shoora 



comprising 150 dignitaries and 
like-minded members of other 
factions will be formed; 

Second^ a leadership commit- 
tee of at least 40 members will be 
^set up to guide the alliance on po- 
litical matters and take important 
decisions, as and when necessary, 
after consultation; 

Third, twelve ministries of the 
Rabbani government will swing 
•into function by the middle of the 
month. The ministers to look after 
the these portfolios will be ap- 
pointed from the six-party al- 
liance. ^ 

According to AFP, Afghan op- 
position formed a commission to 
establish a multi-party leadership 
council and a parliament in north- 
ern Afghanistan, the Afghan 
Islamic Press (AIP) reported." 

Quoting" sources close to the 
key anti-Taliban commander 
Ahmad Shah Masood, it said the 
leadership council would com- 
prise 40 members drawn from op- 
position parties. 

The opposition parties, after a 
series of meetings in Masood's 
held northern Parwan province, 



also agreed to form a 1 50-membcr 
nominated parliament, it said. 

The Pakistan-based AIP said 
the commission will hold its first 
session on March 17 in 
Afghanistan to finalise induction 
of prominent Afghan personalities 
in the leadership council. 

It did not say who would head 
the commission. 

Afghan analysts said the move 
was aimed at reorganizing the op- 
position alliance after a series of 
major setbacks suffered by mem- 
ber parties last year when Taliban 
troops overran key opposition 
strongholds in central and north- 
ern Afghanistan. 

The Taliban, holding some 80 
percent of Afghanistan, routed 
ethnic Uzbek general Abdul 
Ra.$hid Dostam's party in northern 
Mazar-i-Sharif and flushed out a 
pro-Iran Shiite party, the Hezb-i- 
Wahdat, from central Bamiyan 
province. 

Afghan sources said the move 
also follows recent warnings from 
Taliban chief Mulla Mohammad 
Omar that his troops would crush 
Masood forces. 
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Taliban give forcible^ 
haircut to youth 

KABUL (AFP) - Taliban 
soldiers here Tuesday forced 
some two dozen youths to get 
a haircut, while the religious 
police beat women for show- 
ing their ankles, witnesses 
said. The soldiers herded 25 
young men into a centre near 
the Ministry of Justice where 
barbers went to work on their 
heads, they said. 'They took 
me inside and gave me a hair- 
cut without any explanation/* 
Ahmad Jawid told AFP. 

Rabbani to head 

'leadership 
Ff. councir 

<=7-=^o'503 F.P. Report 

PESHAWAR . The Afghan op- 
position has announced formation 
of a 40*member leadership coun- 
cil led^ by ousted president 
Buhanuddm Rabbani. an opposi. 
lion spokesman told.thc Afghan 
Islamic Press here on Tuesday. 

He said the break-up of council 
members would be on ethnic ba- 
sis, comprising I2Pukhtoons, 10 
Tajiks, 8 Haz3ra.s and 10 members 
from other smaller ethnic groups. 

He informed that the 150- 
member '^parliament" announced 
earlier would comprised of nomi- 
nees from the Taliban-controlled 
areas and elected representatives 

from the anti-Taliban controlled 
areas. 

Elaborating the functions of 
the future parliament, the 
spokesman added, it would be re- 
sponsible for framing the coun- 
try's constitution and holding 
election for new president. 

However, it was being appre- 
hended that the formula of elect- 
ing 40-member leadership council 
might not matcrlise as Pukhtoons 
form nearly 58 percent of 
Afghanistan's population whereas 
they have been allocated only 12 
seats. 
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Afghan opposition involved in drug -trafficking 



Ft 

By AIMAL KHAN 

PESHAWAR - The heroin pro- 
duction and trafficking m Tajik 
warlord Alimad Shah Masoud- 
controllcd areas is flourishing un- 
abated and some key anti-Taiiban 
opposition leaders are reponedly 
involved in the business. 

Reliable Afghan sources re- 
vealed here Tuesday that dozens 
of heroin-processing laboratories 
operating in the strategic Panjsher 
valley and other areas, allegedly 
owned by some of the dose aides 
ofMasoud. 

Before the Taliban captured 
key provinces in northern 
Afghanistan, scores of heroin lab- 
oratories were in operation in 
Kunduz, Baikh and Faryab 

provinces* then controlled by the 
Uzbek warlord Gen. Abdul 
Rashid Dostum, the sources re- 
called. • 

In certain areas like Kunduz, 
the poisonous white powder was 
still being produced despite the 
Taliban's takeover of the area, the 
sources added. 

According to OGD report, (a 
French organisation working on 
the geo-strategic impact of nar- 
cotics) poppy production in 
Badakhshan province rose from 
22 to 50 tons in the period be- 
tween 1994 and 1996. 

Similarly, a latest report by the 
UNDCP says that since 1 997 
poppy crop also made appearance 
in certain new regions of the 
country, like Baghlan. Herat and 



Balkh provinces in the northern 
and some parts of eastern 
Afghanistan. 

The sources claimed that some 
well-connected smuggling net- 
works, having links with interna- 
tional mafia groups especially in 
Central Asian states, Russia and 
Europe, were operating from the 
opposition-held areas in northern 
Afghanistan. 

The sources, who recently re- 
turned from northern 
Afghanistan, confided to The 
Frontier Post th^l the income 
generated from the drugs smug- 
gling was becoming a major 
source of financing the war-relat- 
ed activities of anti-Taliban 
forces. 

The main air route, used for 

smuggling from Afghanistan to 
Central Asia and further to Russia 
and Europe is Panjshet (Kapisa 
province) and Taluqan (Takhar 
province) to Kulyab, Tajikistan, 
the sources said. 

The land route for cross-border 
drug trafficking, the sources dis- 
closed, was Panjshcr-Shohab 
Munjan-Zebak- Ashkamish- 
Tajikistan. This route was being 
used by all the groups irrespective 
of their ideology for the export of 
opiates.' - . 

The number of drug traffickers 
arrested on the Tajik-Afghan bor- 
der has grown over the past four 
years. Similarly, the quantities of 
seized drugs has also grown sig- 
nificantly. 

Nikolai Bordyuzha, the head of 



the Russian Border Guards ser- 
vice, on August 8 announced that 
700 kg of drug coming from 
Afghanistan, including 100 kg of 
heroin, had been seized in the 
firsthalf of 1998. 

The ' air transport from 
Tajikistan to Panjsher _ and 
Taluqan, bringing supplies . to 
Masoud-lcd forces carried con- 
signments of drugs on their return 
to Tajikistan, from where these 
were being smuggled to the inter- 
national markets, the' source 
added. , ' 

Bulk of these illicit drugs were 
i.being transported to their destina- 
tions from Tajikistan either by 
road or by train while less than 25 
per cent of the total were being 
sent by air. 

The street value of one kilo- 
gram heroin in Badakhshan is 
about 3000 US dollar, the sources 
said adding that critical chemicals 
such as acetic anhydride; used in 
heroin-processing, reportedly 
came from India. 

In close connivance with Tajik 
border guards, narcotics smug- 
gling is on the rise, bringing for- 
tunes to the opposition warlords. 

"The drug mafia is so strong 
that because of its fear the border 
guards do not easily lay their 
hands on smugglers;"" these 
sources claimed. 

There are even reports suggest- 
ing that the narco smugglers pun- 
ished the non-cooperative guards 
by cither targeting such guards or 
their family members.^ .. " 



UN agencies fail to help 
quake-affected Afghans 
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From Shamim Shahld 



PESH A W AR - Tlic United Nations 
agencies, operating in Afghanistan are 
lacking resources for the help of some 
16.000 families who became home- 
less due to earthquake it. February. 

The UN report, issued here Wednes- 
day reveals that the UN staff, members 
of the Red Cross Movment and several 
NGO's have been bringing supplies, 
medical equipment and technical as- 
sessment teams to the affected areas in 
both Wardak and Lx5gar provinces of 
Afghanistan. The total population of 
the" affected region is estimated at 
4CO.00O. More than7,000 families have 
already received relief supplies includ- 
ing tarpaulines, plastic sheeting, blan- 
kets and medical supplies. 

The UNICEF and the Norwegian 



Charch Aid have been assessing the 
overall health of the affected Popula- 
tion. The WHO and the Red Cross 
movement treated injuries early in the 
emergency operation. The g( wernment 
of Italy has donated medical kitf;. which 
will be distributed by the WHO. While 
food has not yet been deemed a prior- 
ity, WFP has loaned a dozen trucks lo 
the relief effort and some 40 tonnes of 
emergency food for severely affected 
families. 

According to the reports, tempera- 
ture still falls to freezing ai night in the 
earthquake affecttd areas both south 
of Kabul and there is much concern 
about the risks of acute respiratory 
infection for those living in temporary 
shelters The UN has pledge and other 
resources amounting to 0 3 million 
Americtm dollars. Further, UN agen- 



cies are seeking an additional aid of 
0.250 million dollars for tents, tarpau- 
lins, blankets anti other materials to 
extend help to tiie carthquak affected 
people. 

In response of the UN call, the gov- 
ernment of Sweden has made a contri- 
bution of 0.750 million dollars for the 
protection of Afghan refugees in the 
neighbouring countries and for their 
rcpartriation in war-affected Afghani- 
stan. 

Apart from its operation in the earth- 
quakc-hit Wardak and Logar prov- 
inces of Afghanistan, the United Na- 
tions agencies have continued its relief 
operations in all over that country. 
Likewise, the report also highlight the 
achievements in reconstruction and 
rebuilding process of the war affected 
areas of Afghanistan. 
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us threats holding up 
return to Afghanistan 



UNITED NATIONS: The US warnings 
that it may take further military ac- 
tion in Afghanistan to punish Osama 
bin Laden are partly responsible for 
holding up the return of UN staff to 
the country, diplomats said. 

Washington has toid the UN that it 
may not be able to warn the worid 
body before hand if it laimches an- 
other air campaign such as the Au- 
gust strikes on Laden^s encampment 
in eastern Afghanistan, the diplomats 
said, speaking on condition of 
anonymity. 

The diplomats stressed that the 
UN has other security concerns with 
Afghanistan that are delaying the re- 
turn of the UN after its seven-month 
absence from the. country. But they 
said the recent US warning, contained 
in a six-point paper ^stributed to the 
UN in Islamabad, . Pakistan and 
Geneva, was figuring into a decision 
on when and under what circum- 
stances the UN would come back. 

The UN withdrew its international 
staff from Afehanistan on Augu^ 22, 
a day after an Italian UN military ad- 
viser was shot and killed in the 
•Afghan capital Kabul. ^ : * 



The slaying was believed to have 
been retaliation by the Taliban for the 
August 20 US air strikes on a sus- 
perted terrorist training camp run by 
bin Laden in eastern Afghanistan. 

Washii\gton has said it was acting 
in self-defence, claiming Laden was 
behind the twin bombii\gs of US em- 
bassies in Kenya and Tanzania that 
killed 224 people. The UN has de- 
manded guarantees and proof 6rom 
A%hanistan*s Taliban militia that they 
are maiding progress on their investi- 
gations into the killing of the Italian 
adviser and two other UN workers 
slain in July, before returning kttema- 
tional staff t6 the country, 

Secretary-General Kofi Annan told 
reporters that he would have an an- 
nouncement within the next week to 
10 days about the UN return — indi- 
cating a limited UN presence in the 
counfiy was imminent. 

UN officials are 6nal5sing a strat- 
egy paper about the UN return, set- 
ting out a smafl-scale resumption of 
work for UN staff from March to June 
based on priorities of what Is most 
needed in the country, diplomats 
said.— AP 
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^-^^ Taliban term US human 

s report an attack on Islam 




KABUL: Afghanistan s Taliban mili- 
tia Sund4^' dismissed a US report on 
human rights violations in the war 
ravaged coimtry as an attack on Is- 
lamic beliefs, 

A foreign ministry statement also 
teiterated the Islamic militia did not 
allow ana would never allow use of 
its soil for terrorist activities. 

It saidjthe issues raised in the re- 
port regat'ding human rights in the 
80 per cent of the country under Tal- 
iban corjbrol showed the "subjec- 
tivism" of the US State Department. 

Tlie State Department report last 
month, part of a global annual sur- 
vey on! human rights, said 



Afghanistan had perhaps.the mo.st 
severe abuses of women*s rights in 
the world. 

It also criticised the Taliban for 
publicly beating women who failed 
tp,J«(fl^^r th^:.all.envejpp]r}g:b^ 
garnientVhich covers the ertlire 
head and body, and for not being ac- 
companied by a close male relative 
outside the home. 

It acc\ised the Taliban of "devas- 
tating disregard for physical and 
psychological health of women and 
girls" including drastically hmiting 
access to medical services. 

"Nobody is allowed to point the 
finger of criticism to the implemen- 



tation of the Islamic principles in 
Afghanistan," the Taliban statement 
said» adding "such criticism is con- 
sidered as an attack on the Muslims* 
beliefs^ 

„jPpjecting the alleged violation of 
women's ri^its by the militia as un- 
justifiable, the statement said the 
Taliban "respects women" and 
wanted their "dignity protected\ • 
Advising the State Department to 
focus on the "existing realities in our 
society", It stressed. under thfe pre- 
sent conditions women rights in 
Afghanistan had been ''restored'' to a 
degree Islam and Afghan traditions 
allowed.— AFP 
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Distribution of 1,350 acres of land among non-locals 

Taliban decision sparks 
'yiirest in Nangarhar 



By AIMAL KHAN 

PESHAWAR - The Taliban ad- 
ministration's decision of allot- 
ting state property to the non -lo- 
cals in Afghanistan's eastern 
Nangrahar province, bordering 
Pakistan, has caused discontent 
and anger among the locals. 

An informed sources, who re- 
cently returned from the war-rav- 
aged country, told this scribe here 
on Friday that the Taliban author- 
ities in Nangrahar had decided to 
distribute 1 »350 acres of land at 
Chor Guli-Daag, near the provin- 
cial capital of Nangrahar, situated 
on the strategic Jalalabad- 
Torkham highway. 

The proposed land, stretching 
from Omcrkhcl checkpost to 
Barikoh Bridge would be allotted 
to about 600 families from Logar 
and Paktia provinces. These fami- 
lies mainly comprise traders and 
pro-Taliban commanders. 



The importance and value of 
the land could be gauged from the 
fact that it lies on the main supply 
route to commercially important 
cities of Jalalabad and the 
Pakistani border town of 

Torkham. 

The acting president in the 
Taliban administration, Maulvi 
Kabir, who himself belongs to 
Logar province and a prominent 
Jehadi commander from Paktia 
were reportedly behind this deci- 
sion. 

The locals claimed that the 
said land belonged to them and 
. the Taliban had no right to dis- 
tribute it among the non-locals 
just for furthering their political 
interest.s. 

The local tribal chiefs, espe- 
cially from districts Batikot, 
Shcshahi and Hazarbuz, reported- 
ly held their nieetings to decided 
their future line of action vis-a- 
vis the Taliban decision. 



*This decision is not accept- 
able to us and we will not allow 
anyone to distribute our land 
among their cronies," confided a 
Peshawar-based affectcc. 

**If iiot reverted, the decision 
could invite the anger of the lo- 
cals and will provide a golden 
chance to the opposition to ex- 
ploit the situation." added the 
source. 

The source claimed that the fu- 
rious locals had warned the 
Taliban authorities, especially^. 
Maulvi Kabir. to take bac^rthefr 
decision or otherwise tKey. will 
meet the same fate as of Haji 
Abdul Qadcer, the former gover- 
nor Nangrahar. . 

' Tlie locals appealed to the 
Taliban movement's founder 
Mullah Mohammad Omar 
Mujahid, to review the decision. 

It was also expected that a del- 
egation will soon • meet the 
Taliban leadership in this regard. 



$2 million US fund for 
demining Afghanistan 



By Nafces Takkar 



ISLAMABAD - United States has 
allocated two million dollars for 
demining operations in Afghanistan for 
the current frscal year. 

US Ambassador Donal Steinberg, 
Sprccial Representative for Global Hu- 
manitarian Demining. and Robert 
Bcecmft» US Depnty Assistant Secre- 
tary of Sldtc for Political and Military 
Affairs, said Thursday the funds for 
Afghanistan Would not be utilized on 
government to government level. They 
satd the US Assistance to Afglianistan 
for demining purposes would be made 
through United Nations OfTicc for the 
Coordination of Humanitanan Assist- 
ance (UNOCHA) as the US did not 
recognise the Taliban rule in Afghai\i- 
stan. 

The two US officials were talking 
during a "Dialogue** programme shown 
Thursday evening on the website. Di- 
rect questions wcrcpiit from three stations 
including Peshawar, Oman and Cairo. 

Beccroft said US could not sign the 
Ottawa Treaty at die moment due to 
difficult situation on the ground. He 
said the US had a worldwide responsi- 
bility and would sign the treaty by 2CX)6 
after US would achieve the ability to 
counterbalance the possible North Ko- 
rean attack. The US officials said mean- 
while US would giv^ full attention to 
research on producing alternative tech- 
nologies to replace the anti-personal 
mines. 

Steinberg said US had destroyed 3.3 
million anti-personal mines during 



1996-98. He ."vaid they were al.^o seek- 
ing assistance of other connlrics to de- 
stroy the mines, which they said target 
the civilian jx>pulaliOn. f 

The Special Representative for Glo- 
bal Humanitarian Demining said that 
d<imining would be achieved in the US 
and around the world by the year 2010. 
He said they were working on a number 
of areas to eliminate the mines. These 
arcas» he said, inclitdcd mine awareness 
programmcst making surveys of the 
worst victim areas, training of dcmincrs. 
support for NGOs and social rehabilita- 
tion of the mine.**' viclims.- 

The two US officials discussed the 
situations in respect of threat from mines 
with particular emphasis on Afghani- 
stan, Egypt and Jordan. 

'I*hey said $1 .5 million were allocated 
for mines clearance in Egypt for the 
year 1999. Similarly Sl.9 million had 
been allocated for Jordan to overcome 
the mines problem in that country. In 
Egypt, they said, so far 1 1 million mines 
had been de.^troycd. The demining op* 
erations in Jordan, they .';aid, would be 
made a model for the rest of the coun- 
tries. In Afghani.stah, Steinberg, said 
US had spent $20 mDIion since 1 993 in 
demining o|)eralions. 

The US govenimenl, they said, had 
allocated $10 million for the .^lupport of 
projects assisting mines' victims. They 
said that apart from providing medical 
assistance, social rehabilitation and eco- 
nomic crisis of the families of the vic- 
tims were also a problem throughout the 
mines' victim areas. They put the total 
mines* victims across the world at about 
300,000i 



\ Taliban reject 
? coalition govt 

t withrivlls 

^ KABUL (NNI) - Supreme lead- 
er of Afghanistan's ruling TaFibaii 
MuUa Omar has rejected the idea 
of coalition govcmmenc with the 
opposition commander Ahmed 
Shah Masood, saying other fac- 
tions would* also demand share in 
power if one group was given rep- 
resentation. 

. "If wc form coalition govern- 
ment with Masood. other groups 
too would demand representation 
for all the opponents in the govern- 
ment,** Taliban radio Shariat quot- 
ed Omar as telling the UN envoy 
on Afghanistan Lakhdar Brahimi: 

**Accominodating every 'com- 
mander in the government would 
mean disturbing' it/' Omar told 
Brahimi, who met TalibaH's Reader 
in Kandahar. *; % >;^^ ' - ' 

Brahimi, leading: V^^ve-mcmber 
UN delegation/flcw into Kandahar 
-?nd held cxfensiye:' tallcs with 
Taliban' supreme 'leader Mull a 
Mohammad Omar in a move to se- 
cure date and venue for the liext 
round of talks between Afghan 
waning factions. 




Masood sets terms ft 



FromDrJASSIMTAQUI 

ISLAMABAD - Ahmad Shah 
Masood, the warlord fighting Ihe 
Taliban militia in Northern 
Afghaninan, is now demanding 
half a million dollar per month lo 
stop fighting and to engage in the 
peace process, a confidant of the 
Taliban said here. 

The source said that Masood 
was taking half n million dollar 
from India as a price of continues 
llie civil war in Afghanistan. "Now, 
Masood wants a compensation for 
his lost income,** the- source said. 

According to the Taliban, 
Ahmad Shah Masood was com- 
pellctl to hold peace talks with the 
militia since many of his field com- 



manders showed dismay at contin- 
uing fighting and killing fellow 
Afghans. Among those who arc 
now opposing Masood his field 
commander Fahim. 

Taliban militia also suspects the 
intentions of Ahmad Shah Masood 
since he continues to fight even 
during talks. U has an Apprehension . 
that Masood's acceptance of peace 
might be a tactical move lo wm 
time before a major Taliban attack 
on the remaining areas controlled 
by the Northern Alliance, which 
would be launched in the coming 
summer. 

While welcomed as a inajor step 
towards lasting iKace, the deal be- 
tween Taliban and Ahmad Shah 
Ma.sood fell short for an inimcdiaic 



ceasefire and left many questions 
as lo how power would be shared 

onansweied. 

On the prospect of peace talks, 
Taliban militia maintains that un- 
der no circun^slances it would 
compromise its Islamic orienta- 
tion. "Islamic system m 
Afghanistan is an ineversible pro- 
cess. No power on earth can re- 
verse this. And Taliban made it 
very clear to the UN envoy 
Lakhdar Brahimi thai if he planned 
to bring secular forces to appease 
the United States or India, tliere 
would be no deal with Taliban, 
tlve source added. ^ .-i 

On power sharing, the faUban 
said that the militia would not sur- 
render more than 10 per cent to 



Masood. It also rcjeclcd to share 
power wirh other components of 
the Northern Alliance; since they 
do not control any area."* For the 
Taliban, the agreement was agree 
don with Ahmad Shah Masood and 
did not mean that a coalition gov- 
ernment would be formed in the fu- 
ture. . 

Masood led a powerful, mainly 
ethnic Tajik guerilla force for years 
in the fight against the Soviet occu- 
pation, and several attempts to drive 
liim from his lair in the Panjshir 
Valley, northeasLof Kabul, failed . 

His foit:cs arc in the nortlicm op- 
iwsition coalition alliance, which 
controls little of the country after a 
major sujnmer offensive by the 
Taliban last year. 



Taliban need to do more to curb opium production 

Rahimullah Yusufzai 



The latest report of the United Na- 
tions Drug Control Prbgramrhe 
(UNDCP) declaring Afghanistan as 
the primary source of opium in the 
world after having overtaken Biirrcm was 
made public on February 23. A few days ear- 
lier, by chance or by . design, .the jH:ding Tal* , 
iban announced dismantling of 34 heroin- ' 
manufacturing laboratories in Nangrahar - 
province in eastern Afghanistan. A group of:' 
Western, Pakistani and Afghan journalists 
was taken to the Khugyani arid Achin dis-; • 
trict^ close to the Afghanistan-Pakistan bor- ' 
der where the iaborarories were sited to cony, 
vince the 'wvond that the Taliban were serious 
in their aitti-narccJtics campaign. Though the : 
Taliban efforts on this count haven't gone 
unnoticed and the UNDCP officials in the 
field termed it a breakthrough; they are . 
being asked to do more to curb opium pro-' . 
ducuon in Afghanistan and stop the flow of 
drugs to the Western countries. • 

According to the -UNDCP report, the pro-, 
duction of raw opium in Afghanist^ in ifi98 
rose nine per cent from the previous year to 
2,200 metric tonnes wjth the planted areas v 
covering 63,000 hectares. While releasing, 
the 1998 report,. UNDCP's Bernard Prahi 
said in" Islamabad that Afghaiustan remained 
the world's primary source 'Of opium with 
production rising and a substantia increase 
jjn trafficking through neighbouring coim- 
tries. He felt Afghanistan could now be mak- 
ing all the iliegil heroin-.that. formerly caihe 
from Pakistan. Those familiar 'with the busi- 
ness of drug-trafficking said most of the 
heroin rnamifactuffed .in 'Afghanistan lis 
smuggled .to Pakistan for onward delivery or . 
sent to Europe via Iran or through the Cen- 
tral ^\sian republics and Russieu The chemi- ^ 
cals used in heroin manufacturing are avail* \ 
able in Pakistan- while one ,of the main 
ingredients, acetic anhydride, jcpn^es frOih • 
India and Gennany. 

Unlike Afghanistan where th^' Opium pro- 



.ductJon v? ri.sing, the UNDCP reporvnoted 
tlie marked change in the situation in Pak- 
istan where only 25'.tonnes.of opium was 
produced in 1998 compared to 800 tonnes- 
in 1979. The . opium production in- Pakistan 
was forecast to drop to five tonnes this year/ 
. prbrnpting Frahrt^ comment that Islamabad; 
was 6n;Ti^)ck& .elijTrinate heroin production; • 
The tireditior intenii^^^ Pakistan 
was abiO.'bidng,daimed.by^ A^^ 



Afghanistan and wcrc unable tp apprehend 
its owners, most of whom were staled to be 
Paki.<;tanj tribesmen, .the tough action miist 
have sent a strong message to those still car- 
rying, out the narcotics business on the 
Afghan soil.^ The supreme Taliban leader 
^Mulla Mohammad Omar has already issued 
•a decree ordering dismantlii^ of .the "hidden 
nests which convert opium gum', into 
heroin:' According to Abdul • Hariieed 



Force, whkh' is now .maiiag serving " Akhundzada^ high conmussibrier.fof 'dnig 



. army officecs. 

; * ■ Apart fix)m facing "criticism with regard 
• iq their policies^concerrdng women's rights, 
girls'' education and'sheltering Saudi (5ssi- 
.dent Osama -bin Laden who has been in- 
dicted on terrorism charges in tl\e US, the 
Taliban have come "under increased pressure 
to ban poppy^cultivation in Afghanistan and 
adopt a touigher policy against narcotics 
trafficking. The Taliban leaders have been 
reiterating that it wasn't possible to impose 
a ban on poppy-cultivation until altemath^e. 
sources of livelihood were made available to 
the. poor Afghan farmers. The Afghan au- 
thorities, both I^ban and their Mioahideen 
predecessors, often. complained about the 
failure of the international community, es- 
pecially the UN, to fulfil commitments made 
to the Afghan growers, ficonomic needs, 
lawlessness -and better returns prompted the 
Afghan 'farmers to increasingly turn, to 
poppy-cultivation and areas where the crop 
was never growi\ are now reporting an in- . 
crease in lai\d acreage under poppy With 
the crackdown on poppy farmers and 
'herbin-maniifacturers in ^Pakistan in recent 
years, the area of opersltion of those running 
heroin laboratories and organising drug- 
trafficking gradually shifted to Afghanistan, 
mostly to moxintainous areas near, the 
- porous Afghanistan-Pakistan border. In fact, 
some pf the heroin-manufacturing units 
. were operating even during Mcyahideen rule 
.and opium l^roductiori w^on fee rise prior, 
to TWiban takeover of ifriost of Afghanistan, 
lllough the 'Mban have taken long to dis- 
mantle the 34 heroin laboratories in eastern 



control in Afghanistan, it wasn't a one-time 
operation as a similar action was .-cuixently 
under way. in Kandahar, Nimruz and Hel- 
mand, which is the biggest opium-produc- 
ing province in Afghanistan- 

A khundzada.s^d the Taliban were in 
ZA particuiartargeting the triangle where 
JL IcAfghanisian meets Pakistan and Iran 
and where drug-trafficking has been flour- 
ishing in recent years. Such an ac 
tion was keenly awaited as 




many people, including 
those associated with anti- 
drugs campaign, felt the 
Taliban were likely to 
adopt a less -harsh ap- 
proach in Kandahar and its 
neighbouring provinces ' " 
where the Tsiliban 
-Islamic Movement 
was founded and 
where it draws seme " 
of its strongest sup- 
pon. Heroin laborato- 
ries, 'which were first set up 
in N'WFP's tribal areas border 
ing Afghatiis^ during the early 1980s, 
consist of a fe^* essential machines arid 
utensils which -can be easily accommo- 
dated in a small roont It thus isn't difficult 
for the operators of these laboratories to 
^hift them to safet/inaccessible places in' the 
mountains in case' of danger; 

Jouritalists who were taken by the Tal- 
iban to the' remote Ouch Bandar area to see 
tire dismantled laboratories didn't see much 




Afghan factions clash 
despite peace accord 



ISLAMABAD: Afghanistan's Talibaix 
militia and troops loyal to rival com- 
mander AJhmad Shah Masood have 
fought battles in Parwan province 
north of Kabul, five days after reach- 
ing an accord to negotiate a peaceful 
settlement of their conflict, a ceport 
said here Thursday. 

Quoting an xmidentified anti-Tal- 
iban alliance spokesnun, the private 
Afghan Islamic Press (AIP) informa- 
tion service said the clashes occurred 
late Wednesday in the Ghorband val- 
ley after the dominant militia 
launched an attack capturing two 
posts. 



The spokesman said Masood's 
troops in a counter-offenshre regained 
the posts Thur2?day, it added. 

The rival troops were engaged in 
an exchange of taoik and artillery fire 
around the nearby Masood-heki town 
of Jababui Sirsy, AEP said. 

Several solcfiers on both sides had 
been killed and wounded in the 
dashes, it said. 

The clashes followed Sunday's 
UN-mediated agreement between the 
Taliban and opposition representa- 
tives in the Turkmen capital of Ashk- 
abad. The two sides had agreed in 
principle to set up a shared executive, 
judiciary and legislature, as well as to 



work out details at future negotia- 
tions. 

UN officials have said the next 
round of talks is likely in April in 
Kabul at UN premises. 

Analysts have expressed scepti- 
cism about the negotiations leading to 
a fmal settlement of the 2p-year 
Afi^an ch^ war as the lyibaii, con- 
trolling about 90 percent of the coun- 
try, were rehictant to form a coalition 
government. 

Taliban chief negotiator Wakil 
Ahmad said in Kabul on return from 
Ashkabad that the agreement did not 
mean a coalition government would 
be established in Afghanistan. 

He also said the question of lead- 
ership had already been decided by 
the Taliban in a principled way and 
was not a subject for bai^gaining. 

The Taliban have proclaimed 
Afghanistan an Islamic emirate, with 
its chief Mulla Mohammad Oniar as 
Tuler.-^UT> 



i 



Taliban need to do more to curb opium production 



as the cpcraLioa had already been carried 
■ out and th(; 1 4 {{iboizrers working there were • 
in TaJiban . custody. The trial of the workers 
HasnT started yet and in any case . the Tal- 
iban won't get much out of theni as the fac- 
tory-owners, aH stated to be Afiridi tribesmen 
hailing from the- adjacent Pakistani tribal 
areas, had fled. Apparently they got wind of 
the Taliban action and were able to niake=: 
good their escape. Though the ruling Tal-^ 
iban have been under growing pressure to ' 
initiate steps to _ 

curtail poppy- 
cultivation and- 
' control drug-traf- 
ficking and heroin- 
manufacturing, 
Akhundzada main- 
tained that their op- 
eration against 34 
heroin laboratories 
didn't <:ome 




about 
in response to in- 
ternational demands. He 
r M^^tUt ^ action was taken because .the 
I ']^^ Taliban believed heroin 'was dan- 
J ^ gefousand,harmfdtohu]ranlife:. 
He said poppy-cultivation canjndt be out- 
lawed in one go as the people to be effected 
wo'ild face problems in absence of other 
means of Ih^elihood. ThougK.Akhundzada 
stressed that' the Islamic Emirate of 
Afghanistan would continue to implement its 

anti-narcodcspoljc/^en if there was no as- 
sistance by the International community, he 

Breakdown in 
Kabul basic 
living conditions 

KABUL (AFP) - Tlie UN Human 
Rights Commission (UNHRC) has 
found 'horrendous* evidence of a break- 
down in basic living conditions in Ka- 
bul, a UN special rapporteur said Thure- 
day. 

kamal Ilossain said evidence would 
be included in his report on human 
rights violations within Afghanistan as 
dcfmed by Irucmational Humanitarian 
Law governing killing, torture and in- 
humane treatment. 

*In Kabul you sec the enormous de- 
struction that has taken place and the 
destruction of (he phy.sical things and 
of lives, and the ordinary life of peo- 
ple/ he told reporters. 



failed to mention that twice the Taliban 
supremo Mulla Omar :had offered to ban 
poppy-cu3tivati(m in return for international . 
* recognition for his government and provi- 
'.sio;i of.altemative sources oliivelihorxi for 
fhe Afghan tajxners. 

f he Afghans' ihav^;^ of the 

i^te^la^ional^co^^^lunity^fpr failing to - 
as^ therh' to rebtdld their war-rav- 
aged country: People like Akhundzada and 
<^er "Mibanlead^ have often complained 
that the world hiad b<^en slow.in. helping the 
Taliban to conteofcdnig-traffi and pro- 
vide treatment and ^ehabilitaaon facilities to 
th;e addicts- The T^ban now say that much 
depended on the. outcome of the three 
UNDCP pilot crt>p-substitution projects 
being implemented in Kandahar and Nan- 
grahar provinces to lure poppy growers to 
grow other profitable crops. The Taliban, 
like, most Afghans, believe . the . farmers 
would happily give up .poppy-aUtivation if 
provided alternative means of livelihood. 
The L'NDCf; on its part/ has hailed . 
the Taliban acDon against 
heroin laboratories : 
Muhammad Naseeb, 
UNDCP s programme offi- ' 
cer in Jalalabad, described 
it as a major breakthrough 
and felt that the Talibari 
meant business. He explained 
that the Tkliban had given as- 
surances to 'help reduce poppy-cultivation 
by 60 per cent next year and bnr^ it down 
to zero level by the year 2000. 

However, the US government, which at- 
taches more imiportance to the Bin Laden 
issue than narcotics, stiil isn't impressed by 
the Taliban I'esdlye to combat drugs. It re- 
ceritly "decertified" Afghanistan bn account . 
of its non-cooperatio;[i with Washington in 
dealing with the drug problem.' Under the US 
law, decertificatkjrt of a country exposes it to 
Arnerican econo^nic sanctions. However, de- 
nial of certificaiaon doesn't cut off US gov- 
ernment counter-narcotics assistance and 




*The impact on education on health 
on malnutrition ... I've been looking at 
all the socio-indicators and they are 
really horrendous." 

Hossain will release an abridged ver- 
sion of his report in April and a fuller 
report in October. 

He said several is.^ucs had arisen 
since the UNHRC's lr.st report was 
released in Augu.st, 1998. 

These included the massacre of eth- 
nic Hazaras in Mazar-i -Sharif after the 
Taliban took control of the city last 
August. Human riglits groups claim 
between 5,000 and 8,000 civilians were 
killed. 

Other issues encompass recent peace 
talks, the killing of UN staff, and the 
murder of Iranian diplomats in Mazar- 
i-Sharif which pushed Tehran to the 
brink of war with Afghanistan in the 
second half of J 998. 'You have to see 



•would thus haye* minimal effect in terms of 
implementation of this policy. It would also 
keep open the option of US assistance to fizr- 
ther ii;dluehce Taliban's antirnarcbtics poli- 
• cies. Afghanistan BuzTnayer^ the only 
two countries which' Were deril^ <ierlifidt^ 
by the iiS this^yea^' and "lie American* report 
on the suited virtuaHy accused'tti^'lklfban 
. of.conhiving Mthli^lg-t^af5cker5^*^raeThl- 
iban authorities reportedly benefit financially 
from the . trade and provide protectipn to 
heroin laboratories. Tl^ere are nuinerous re- 
ports of drug-traffickers operating in Talibaii 
.territory with the consent or invotvehient of 
some Taliban officials, alleged the'report. 
However, it didn't provide specific examples 
. showing Tkliban involvement in the narcotics 
trade. Afghanistan is aparty to the 1988 UN 
Driig Convention but years of war" and lack 
of a centra] authoritv meant that neither of 
the warring factions was in a position to. take 
concrete steps tof-cfemonslrate that they take 
Afghanistan's obligations under the said con- 
vention seriously. 

The Taliban, however, , did burn a re- 
ported one. tonne of c^iates in Jalalabad in 
June last year and imposecfa ban on cultiva- 
tion and trafficking of charas Qiashish). But 
they haven't been able do much to curb 
poppy-cultivation, which remains a source of 
livelihood for a rapidly growing number of 
fanning families. As of now, opiiuri has be- 
come Afghanistan's largest cash Crop ^d, 
by many estimates/ narcotics rerhain .a sig- 
nificant and perhaps the largest source of in- 
come. The Tklibaii leaders continue to aditiit 
that cultivation, use and sale, of drugs is un- 
Islamic and the practice ought to be curbed 
but, at the same time, they dtfe pressing ecd- 
pomic needs" as the m^x>r rea^n ivhy poppy- 
ciiltivatioh cannot be banned until the grow- 
ers are provided aiternatbe sources .of 
livelihood. The happenings, across the .her- 
der, including ophaift and ieroih vioiixcHQti 
.aAd dfug-trafecking, iirv^bly jaflcct Pafc- 
. istaiu Thus the opium war would continiie in 
this part of the world for quite' some time. \ 



"•'V 



it in the context of 20 years of conflict, 
you can sec the scars and the continu- 
ing effects/ he said. 

*It is men, women and children who 
have been tlu* victims of thi.<? conflict 
and there have been ma.ssjve human 
rights violations as a result.* 

'The beggars on the street^; — and for 
the rest of the country what you hear 
about is the conflict is not yet over and 
then you hear about die rocket attacks on 
Kabul itself/ he said of his investigations. 

Asked whether his report would have 
a direct impact on ambitions by the 
ruling Taliban to obtain international 
recognition, he said: 



♦ 



.UN optiiwistic of 
early Afghan truce 

says power-sharing deal not discussed in Ashgabad 



F.P. Bureati Report 

ISLAMABAD - United 
Nations * Special Mission to 
Afghanistan (UNSMA) Tuesday 
hoped that the warring Afghan 
factions would soon agree on a 
cease-fire. "They are expected to 
hold more talks next month, 
preferably somewhere inside 
Afghanistan." ' 

At the UN-brokered Ashgabad 
peace parleys, the Afghan inter- 
locutor.? had not discussed 
taqseem'i-qudmt (powa"-»haring), 
the UNSMA ofTjcial said at a news 
conference here. 

Andrew Tcsorierc explained 
that rqjrescntatives of the Tali^n 
government and the northern- 
based opposition alliance had, in 
fact, agreed on shared institutions, 
including the executive, the legis- 
lature and the judiciary. 

"We expect there would be sub- 
stantial progress towards the 
re.<:toration of peace to the wiur- 
weary country," he said, though 
agreeing with a questioner that the 
negotiators had not signed a cease- 
fire agreement. 

The UNSMA's acting head 
added lha« the belligerent groups 
had expressed "flexibility" in the 




diatEigae pi*lf^s» "Pi^mrent ^« 
cl bO hostility among the groupris 
not .«!o high." 

Anrdcw Tesoriere went on to 
(State that toe Afghan foes had not 
Signed a cease-fi» but "all issues, 
including a trace, were;|icgotiatcd 
in detail." " 

The United Nations envoy, in 
reply to a query, said that the mili- 
tary aspect of the Afghan conflict 
did not come up for discussion at 
the three-day peace held in 
the "nirkmcR capital. 



Asked about Pakistan's role in 
bringing the Afghans to one plat- 
form, Andrew Tesoriere eulogised 
the efforts being made by. 
Islamabad to create an atmosphere 
of peace in the neighbouring coun- 
try. • * • 
In a brief on the Ashgabad dia- 
logue, he recalled that the two 
sides had agreed to form a shared 
executive, a shared legislature and 
a shared Judiciary. "This i» ft major, 
breakthrough. 

_*'Bolh sides agreed to release 20 i 
prisoners each as soon as possible 
through the ICRC." the UN envoy 
said, adding that the Taliban gov- 
ernment and opposition forces had 
exprressed their willingness to con- 
tinue the dialogue for resolving ; 
other issues as well to implement I 
the decisions already taken. ' . ' 

He told the newsmen that the 
dc-militarisatiori questiorf had not 
been on the agenda for the'.- 
Ashgabad talks, "which were held 
in an atmosphere of sincerity, flex- 
ibility and good humour." 

There, however; were lengthy 
deliberations oh the representation 
of the ,variou5 ethnic^' Afghan ■ 
groups in the future set-up, he cjoh-- 

cltKS(Ki, 




I fails to secure time 



fi'aiiie for future tallis from 



' ISLAkABADf the tJN Afghan envoy 
Lakhdar BnlM SdlM to secure 
a time frame, for the next round of 
peace talks, from ruling,'iyibMi mili- 
tia, whose supreme leader S2d(|^ a de- 
cision in this regard would be taken 
after consultations with mllltia'a 
Stiuni membeis, scholars and Jehadi. 
'coromandeis. . - . 

"Amir-ul-Momineen Mulfe Mbhain-" 
mad Omar told Brahimi.that the 
iban will hold talks with .Ahmed Shah 
Masood's group if th^ Shiira, uiema 
and corrunahders favoured it," a se- 
ttlor Taliban diplomat who attended 
the Wkb toM NNl on Wednesday . 

Brahiinl, leading a. nve-member 
UN delegation, flew to the southern 
town of Kandahar tKe same day.and 
held extensive talks ..with Taliban 
supreme- leader Mulla Mohammad 
C^ar In a move to secure dates and 




venue for the next round of talks be- 
tween Afghan warring factions. Sev- 
eral T^iban officials including 
Afghanistan's ambassador to Pakistan 
also took part in the talks, which 
lasted ntorc than three-hoiu3. : 

Taliban and their rival factions 
agreed in their talks in. Ashgabat ear- 
lier this month to form a eoaBtion gov- 
ernment and hold next round of telks 
inside Afghanistan after Eid Kurban. 

^Tcannot decide about the negoti- 
ations with Masoc^d fsdioni 1 
only flpat itiy suggestions in the pro- 
posed meeting of Shura, religious 
scholars and commanders and they 
would be the real authority to dedde," 
the diplomat quoted Omar as haying 
categorically told BrahUni-Ied [JN 
team. 

The diplomat also quoted MuUali 
Oraer as havmg reminded Brahimi of 



the fact that Masood had expressed 
willingness to accept the leadership 
of Afghan Islamic Emirate and to limit 
talks only to the release of prisoners 
and cease-fu^. But later. Masood 
backed dut of his commitment and 
demanded jiower sharing, 

*We are ready to release all Ma- 
sood's men but the decision for more 
talks with him would be made after 
consultations," the Taliban official 
quoted Omar as tellmg Brahimi. 

However, Omar said Taliban 
would not release the prisoners of 
Khalili, Dostam and Malik because 
these "people have not any existence 
in Afglumbrtan". Me told Braliimi that 
Masood should not Insist on t;he re- 
lease of the prisoners of otlier groups. 

The Tidiban official said tlut Mulla 
Omar conveyed his regret over the 
detention of TUibaii's 95 prisoners, 



who acpording to him, were handed 
over to Masood by Iran. "TVe had 
freed aH'Iranian p^ti^ienion human- 
itarian grounds at the requevSt of 
Brahimi but Iran handed over, our 
prisoners to M^ood," t^lliMlmh of- 
petal quoted Omar as complaavLtig to 
Brahimi. 

He said Brahimi told the l^iban 
supreme leader that the United Na- 
tions favours continuation of talks 
and wants that dates and venue 
shoidd be deckled for thetiext roimd. 
However; he could not succeed in his 
move, which would jeopardise the 
next round of talks. 

The \M envoy held talks with the 
leader? of Afglian opposition In Talo- 
qan, the capital of Takhar provuice on 
Tliesday and dlscusssed wkh tl«em is- 
sues concerning the next round of 
talks.— NNI 



us, UK nationals still not 
allowed to work in Kabul 



By Rahimultah Yusufzal 

PESHAWAR; Though the b'N's >r.i«r- 
national staff has started returning 
to Afghanistan after a seven-month 
boycott of the Taliban-ruied cour;try; 
Ainerican and British staffers of rhe 
UN are still not allowed to work in 
Afghaiustan due to security reasor»s. 

The UN's first foreign worker re- 
turned to Kabul on March 14, 
putting a fonrtal end to the bcycoct 
that began on August 2i last year 
when an Italian staffer of the UN T^as 
shot and killed in the Afghan capital 
and riis colleague, a Frenchman, was 
wounded. They were fired at appar- 
endy in retaliation for an attack by 
the XJS a day before on military train- 
ing camps run by Saudi dissident, 
Osama Bin Laden, in Khost in south- 
ern Afghanistan; All foreign staff of 
the UN were evacuated from 
Afghanistan and its Afghan workers 
were left to run and maintain UN of- 
fices. 

Incidentally, the UN^s interna- 
tional staff started returning to 
Afghanistan after the end of the boy- 
cott the same day on which the Tal- 
iban and the opposition Northern Al- 
liance reached i.aa^agre.emer.t in 
UN-sponsoredn talks « in *. Turk- 
menistarr!s capita^ Ashkai^ to ex- 
change pHsbnere^and form a shared 
executive, shared legislature and 
shared judiciary. 

The UN decided to allow its L-:er- 
national staff to return to 
Afghanistan following assurances by 

the ruling l^ban to expedite inves- 
tigations into the murder of the Ital- 
ian UN worker and punish the mur- 
derers. The Taliban had earlier 
invited the UN to send its lawyers 
and investigators to probe the mi^r- 
der. The Taliban had earlier an- 
nounced that two Pakistani Taliban 
suspected of involvement in the mur- 
der had been arrested. During inves- 
tigation, the twb had denied that 
they liad a hand in the murder. 

Though the UN has now decided 
on gradual return of its foreign staff 
to Afghanistan, it is still not wlLiing 
to allow its American and British 
workers to enter the Taliban-ruled 
country- There is a feeling in UN cir- 
cles that nationals of the US and UK 
risk attacks in Afghanistan owing to 
the ongoing US-British aerial attacks 
on Iraq and their likely fallout in Is- 
lamic countries. 

A UN spokesperson in Islamabad, 
in an interview with the BBC Pashto 
service Thursday, confirm.ed that 
Americans and Britons employed by 
the L'N were not being sent to 
Afghanistan due to security reasons- 



However, she termed it as a tempo- 
rary step and said replacements 
were being founder the American, 
and British UN workers who cannot 
woric in Afghaiakan, She had no an- . 
.*^wef when asked'as to why Andrew 
Tesoriere, a British national who is 
deputy head of the United Nations 
Special Mission for Afghanistan 
(UNSMA), had been undertaking vis- 
its bo that country. 



UN for provision of loan to 
Afghan opium growers 

WASHINGTON (NNI) - A new UN report says 
that opium production is a vital source of income for 
(he poor people of Afghanistan therefore it has fur- 
ther intensified the campaign against drugs in war- 
ravaged country. The chief of UN Drugs Control 
Programme, David Minsficki .said the basic needs of 
the Afghans should be kept in mind while carrying 
out campaign against narcotics production in 
Afghanistan. He said the only way of coniroUing 
drug problem in Afghanistan was to provide loans to 
the people. 
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UN appeal for aic 
to A^hanistan 



gets no response 



ISLAMABAD (APP) - The 
United Nations says that intema- 
tioriai community has not respond- 
ed positively to its appeal for hu- 
manitarian aid to Afghanistan. 

A UN official said they need 
dollars 1 15 million for medicines 
and food, commodities to 
Afghanistan this year but they have 
so. far received just dollars 14 mil- 
lion'aid. Voice of America (VOA) 
reported 
. The UN Aid Coordinator for 
Afghanistan, Erek Dc Muel, it said, 
hopes that the return of UN foreign 
relief workers would hcip increase 
aid and assistance to Afghanistan. 



He said they have been makin: 
efforts to lesson the agonies ani 
miseries of the poor Afghans 
adding, the United Nations is trying 
to provide aid to the most need} 
and deserving Afghans. Ten UN re' 
lief officials have now returned tc 
Afghanistan. 

United Nations had pulled out 
all of itsf foreign and local workcn 
when its officials were killed in 
Afghanistan some seven to eight 
months ago. 

UN said one of the reasons for 
not providing aid to Afghanistan is 
that foreign countries have. now got 
tired of assisting Afghanistan. 



♦ 



Taliban induct Shias in 

commission on Bamiyan 



Bureau Report 

PESHAWAR: The ruling Taliban 
have inducted several Shia repre- 
sentatives in a newly-formed com- 
mission set UD to tackle issues and 
problems concerning the Shia-pop- 
ulated Bamiyan province in central 
.Afghanistan. 

Shia Hazaras who reached Pe- 
shawar from Bamiyan told the Sa- 
haar News Agency Saturday that 
Shias loyal to Ustad Akbari, 
the Hezb-i-Wahdat leader, who re- 
cently defected to the Taliban, had 
been inducted into the commission. 
The Taliban have also included 
some Sunni Hazaras hailing from 
the Saighan and Kehmard districts 
of Bamiyan in the said commission, 
r The Peshawar-based Sahaar 
iNews Agency, quoting the same 
'sources, reported that leaders of 
the mainstream Hezb-i-Wahdat, in- 
cluding Haoi Mohammad Mohaqqiq 



and Gen Hussain Anwari, had for 
the first time returned to Bamiyan 
after its fall to the Taliban last year. 
They reached Yakawlong in 
Bamiyan and held meetings with 
local Shia elders. 

Mohaqqiq, who is a leader of 
Karim KhaliU*s faction of Hezb-i- 
Wahdat, and Anwari, who was the 
military commander of anotlier Shia 
group Shaikh Asef Mohscni's 
Karkat-i-lslami, were also reported 
to have formed an alliance to fight 
the Taliban. 

However, these sources told Sa- 
haar that local Shia villagers told 
.Mohaqqiq and Anwari that they had 
no complaints against the Taliban 
and were not keen on starting an- 
other round of fighting i.n Yakaw- 
long. 

In fact, remilidcd Mohaqqiq ai-d 
Anwari, the Taliban had not only ? e- 
stored peace but also facilitated the 
return of their land and orchards 



occupied by others. 

In another development, the pri- 
vate Sahaar News Agency reported 
that the Taliban had appointed a 
Shia elder, Syed Asad, in Mazar-i- 
Sharif as head of a commission as- 
signed the task of solving problems 
faced by the Shia Hazara population 
of the city. It said the commission 
enjoyed wide powers. 

According to Sahaar, another 
Shia leader Ustad Khudaidad Irfani, 
a former aide to Karlm Khaliii, had 
reached Kabul for the first time 
since defecting to ihc Taliban. It 
said Irfiu\i had met Taliban leaders 
and offered to raise a force of 
2,000 Shia Hazara lighters to fight 
on the side of the Tahban. 

The Sunni Taliban have been 
criticised in the past for persecuting 
the Shia Hazaras but it seems they 
are now determined to win the 
minds and hearts of the Shia 
Afghans. 



Data on Afghans being 

collected to combat terrorism 



By Karamad fihaznavl 

LAHORE: Amidst growing concern 
about the prime minister's security, 
the Intelligence Bureau and Special 
^r&nch are collecting details of the 
Afghans who have obtained Pakistani 
nationality in the last two decades. 

With incidents of terrorism multi- 
plying iii Puiviab, the province is the 
focus of the exercise. There are 
about 100,000 Afghans with Pak- 
istani ID cards, settled in Lahore 
alone, according to a Pui\jab Special 
Branch initial report to the Chief 
. Minister's Secretariat last week. 
. * The exercise being conducted by 
the Intelligence agencies is not the 
fltst df its kind.."We al^jea<}y have lots 
of data on Afghans having illegally 
obtAinied Pakistani nationality And I 
tell you, we are not just Updating. 
Ttis ls ft far more comprehei^sive ex- 



ercise which is not meant to be pi- 
geonholed. This time the noose wii] 
reach the necks," claims a senior po- 
lice officer, serving in the IB. , 

NBI has learnt that a similar exer- 
cise ii\^act about all the aliens who 
have obtained Pakistani nationality is 
on, particularly Indians. But those 
himts are not primarily terrorism-re- 
lated. • 

The Afghat\s case is different. 
They are considered involved in a 
host of terrorism ^elated activity, 
from weapons trade to giving refuge 
to proclaimed offenders, from train- 
ing sectarian militants to direct acts 
of terrorism. 

Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif had 
to change his schedules, routes and 
travel plans quite often in the recent 
weeks. From the January 3, Raiwind 
bomb biast to last week's Islamabad 
incident when security agencies re- 



vised to give Clearance, a mmiber of 
security problems regarding the 
prime minister have been reported;. 
In a recent press statement PML 
MNA Sheikh Bashid has revealed that 
tl)e PM has 'survived many murder 
attempts in the last few months', lit- 
tle wonder the federal government 
' has imported two bulletproof cars for 
the prime minister. 

"Almost all the security threats to 
the PM came durin^lus itinerary in 
Punjab. And this cannot be separated 
from the general rise in terrorism in 
the province.? On the other hand, 
Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif is con- 
vinced that the only ms^jor threat to 
his exemplary rule in the province 
comes from the terrorisrn monster. 
So he has focused on thatitow. And 
you will see the results shorty,* 
claimed a senior IB officer on 
anonymity 



Turkmenistan offers a new channel for Afghan drugs 



By JEHANGIR KHATTAK 

PESHAWAR - Turkmenistan 
s, over the past two or three 
ars, become the main route in 
rntral Asia for the export of con- 
iband opiates and hashish pro- 
ced in Afghanistan, some of 
lich have first traveled through 
'.bekistan and Tajikistan. 
The oil-rich Central Asian statc\ 
lich has maintained cordial rela- 
)ns with Taliban-ruled * 
Tghanistan since 1994, has also 
come a major channel for iin- 
>rting precursor chemicals for 
e Afghan chemists. About 38 
Zinc tons of hashish, 1.5 tons of 
Jiurn and, most importantly, two 
ns of heroin were seized in 

Turkmenistan during 1997 alone. 

According to a latest report of 
Observatoire Geopolitique Dcs 
Drogues COGD). a Paris-based 
geopolitical drjg watch group 
conducting research on social and 
geo-political impact of drug traf- 
ficking around the world, on 
September 18, 1997, a first ship- 
ment of 502 kilograms of heroin 
was found hidden in a container of 
rice at the Kushka border post. • 

The consignment had been sent 
by a firm based in Kandahar, 
southwestern Afghanistan, to an- 
other in Baku. Azerbaijan. A 
record seizure of 1.221 tons of the 
drug was made at the same place, 
on a truck taking fruit to 
Gaziantcp, Turkey. On November 

], 1997, three tons of hashish, 
bound for Moscow, were seized. " 

Between January and July 
1998, the CCD report says, 
Turkmen authorities confiscated a 
total of 13 tons of hashish and 
marijuana, 837 kg of opium, 90 kg 
of heroin and 1 kg of cocaine 
(which came from the Caucasus, 
although it is not known where it 
was processed). Also during the 
first seven months of 1998, 31 
tons of acetic anhydride bound for 
Afghanistan were seized. These 
shipments were sent mainly from 
Iran, although some came from 
India and South Korea. 

While the amount of drug traf- 
ficking has increased, these routes 
are not new to the business. The 



report says that at the end of 
"1980s, Turkmen communist mili- 
tia of Afghan nationality, who had 
set up a camp at Bala Murghab (a 
town in Afghanistan's Badghis 
province bordering Turkm- 
enistan), took advantage of their 
ethnic and political bonds with 
members of the Turkmen border 
security forces to send shipments 
of opium across the border for mu- 
jahideen they were supposed to be 
fighting, after, collecting a tax. 

Various factors have strength- 
ened Turkmenistan's role as a trad^ 
ing corridor between the opium- ' 
producing regions and the 
Caucasian heroin routes, the report 
say, and points out one being the 
country's worsening economic sit- 
uation caused by the collapse of 
natural gas, and to a lesser extent 
cotton, production. Another, it 
says, is the reluctance of 
Turkmenistan, which does not be- 
long to the Central Asia Economic 
Community (CAEC), to cooperate 
with its neighbours. 

Much more important, howev- 
er, is the "benevolent neutrality'* 
of the authorities in Ashgabat^ the 
Turkmen. capital, . towards 
Afghanistan's Taliban puritanical 
militia, which has controlled the 
bordeV area between the two coun- 
tries since late 1994. 

One of the reasons for this atti- 
tude, the report says, is connected, 
historically, with the plan lo build 
a pipeline by the CentGas consor- 
tium, Jed by the American coinpa- 
ny Unocal. . 

The report claims that in fact 
the Taliban movement was estab- 
lished by Pakistan in 1994, with 
the support of the United States 
(and probably financing from 
Unocal) to make the road to 
Turkmenistan — which was under 
threat from various rival groups — 
more secure. 

It says that even though the plan 
to take the gas pipeline through 
Afghanistan to Pakistan is current- 
ly on hold, an alternative exists in 
case the negotiations aimed at tak- 
ing Turkmen oil to Tiirkey via Iran 
do not succeed. 



Ft 




Taliban publicly lash adulterer 

KABUL (AFP) - Afghanistan's Taliban militia on 
Friday publicly lashed a man accused of commiting 
adultery with an unmarried woman, eyewitnesses 
said. Sayed Sarwar, who was found guilty of Sexual 
intercourse with Farzana last year, was given one 
hundred lashes in the football ground of a school af- 
ter the noon Muslim prayers: The flogging was 
watched by a crowd of 2,000 Kabul citizens as well 
as Taliban officials. Sarwar, 20, was arrested five 
months ago along with the girl. A court official said 
the accused girl, who is now pregnant, would be giv- 
en the same punishment after the delivery of her 
baby expected in a few weeks. 



It points out that eariyln 1998 
the Taliban were still saying that 
they were ready to sign an agree- 
ment with CentGas, "If the traffick- 
ers are increasingly counting on the 
Turkmen route, it is because drugs 
from Afghanistan's southeastern 
provinces, such as Helmand, 
Kandahar and Oruzgan, bound for 
Turkey via Iran, are the subject of 
violent campaigns of repression by 
the Iranian police army, whereas 
the Turkmen route is much less 
strictly controlled. It is especially 
easy to use the Kushka boidcr post, 
and enormous quantities of goods 
of diverse origins pass through it on 
their way to a wide variety of desti- 
nations." the OGD report says, 
adding that the drugs then go to the 
Turkmen and Kazakh ports on the 
Caspian Sea. Direct routes connect 

Ashgabat with Tehran, Istanbul, 
Karachi. Dushanbe. Tashkent and 
Moscow. 

As for money-laundering, the 
OGD says: "It receives no attention 
from the Tlirkmen government, al- 
though a large number of luxury 
hotels — always practically empty 
— have been built in Ashgabat. 
Other big building projects, such as 
a presidential palace and a huge 
. mosque, have been entrusted to 
. Tlirkish .companies whose sources 
of funding remain obscure and 
which are known for working at a 
loss. 

It notes that Pakistani **business- 
men", whose resources are not 
much more transparent, are also on 
the scene, *The city's role as a hub 
for trafficking in drugs and precur- 
sor chemicals seems likely to de- 
velop further because the dictatori- 
al regime of President Saparmurad 
Niyazov is very reluctant to coop- 
erate with international bodies that 
might demand greater respect for 
human rights, in particular an end 
lo torture and confinement to psy- 
chiatric hospitals, in exchange for 
aid," the report says. 

The French organisation bcr 
lieves that most UNDCP projects 
are aimed above all at C(X)peration 
between Kyigyzstan, Tajikistan and 
Uzbekistan. which makes 
Turkmenistan the weak link in the 
chain of protection set up around 
Afghanistan. Turkmenistan be- 
comes more isolated and safe corri- 
dor for drugs exports to world mar- 
kets because of the fact that il docs 
not belong to any of the regional 
bodies, such as the customs union 
that links some CIS member coun- 
tries. 



UNOCHA receives $5in 

- ■ • * • 

for mine programme 



Fertilizer plant blasted 



in Mazar-i-Sharif 



By AIM AL KHAN 
PESHAWAR - Powerful explo- 
sions rocked the northern Afghan 
city of Mazar-i-Sharif and severe- 
ly damaged a fertilizer plant four 
days back, delayed reports reach- 
ing this side of the Durand Line 
said on Wednesday. 

The reports said the explosions 
left many Taliban seriously 
wounded. 

The student militia claimed 
that the explosions occurred due 
to a technical fault in the plant. 
However, some independent re- 
ports suggested that it was an act 
of sabotage, aimed at targeting the 
important industrial installation. 

According to Peshawar-based 
SaHaar News Agency, the heavy 
explosives went off iA a scries of 
explosions, destroying the fertiliz- 
er plant, known as a 'TCod-i-Burq 
Fabrika" situated in the Mazar 
city. 

The plant was established with 



the technical and financial support 
of former Soviet Union about 33 

years ago. 

Presently the plant was in a 
working condition, employing 
about 3.000 workers. 

Being the largest industrial unit 
in the north, the Mazar fertilizer 
plant contributed significantly to 
the, shattered economy of 
Afghanistan where the industrial 
sector virtually does not exist. 

Mazar-i-Sharif. formerly the 
bastion of opposition forces in 
northern Afghanistan, fell to the 
Taliban student militia after fierce 
fi ^ting in. August last year. 

The anti-Taliban opposition 
still claims of controlling some 
pockets in this strategically locat- 
ed northern city, dominated by 
non-Pashtoon ethnic groups. 

Of late, the anti-Taliban oppo- 
sition has been resorting to new 
tactics to mount its pressure on 
the Taliban who control 90 per 
cent of the country's territory. 



UN staff returning 

an 






^ISy^dABAD-^riiited Natioit^. have 
begtm th^'^hased reti^n of its::inter- 
.xiatlonal^Vsts^ to -war-ravaged 
. Afghani^: ' """^ — 




Erid: dc :Mul I^. CoosS^ for 
Afg&ffliistaAW ^ 
on Friday, the Worid Bodj^ plai^.^ 
send back its mt?mahonat sta£to 
Herat, Jaialabai and' Maiaff^^^ 

He sMd it decided- to retinn fe^^ 
dgh staff, pijEed put in August, fol* 
Idwing.'Mbaii authorities took, a%; 
quate securiQr itteasures." • 
•He said the 'Mban administration 

has appointed security liaison o^cers; 
whd will alert the UN stafr,"if some- 
thing happens so that we take action 

on time.'* . 
United Nations had withdrawn Its 

foreign staff from" Afghanistan follow, 
ing killing of two of its employee m 
August apparently in retafiation: of US 
cruise irassfle attacks in Khost region. 

The woiid body^started re-asse^ 
nicnt of the Afghan situation for the 
possible return of its international 
staff in Fbb'ruary . . . 

The UN official confinned the re- 



ports that the United States" and 
Britain have prevented their nationals 
employed with the UN from returning 
to Afghanistan' for,"secuiity rea^rts." 
. However, he expressed the hope 
giat,*itwiIl.bea.temporary thing* 
In response, to a question, he said 

the US and UK decision' did not 
greatSy afifect theretum of UN staff to 
Afghanistan as, Ve are sending back 
relatively smaE numbers of intema- 
tibnal staff there." \u 
. Rep;ying to a question on the 
progress of investigation into the 
Idmn^ of U'N staff mertibers, Erick ^ 
Mui said Taliban authorities, ''indeed 
have made serious efforts to investi- 
gate these incidents." However, he said 
the final findhrgs are yet to be made. 
^ '^Tven asked about the UN plans to 
send a fact finding mission to the 
northern Afghanistan to look into the 
allegadons of massive killings of peo- 
ple by the warring Afghan groups, he 
admitted. 'it is getting late." 

He said the UN i5,''putting a httie 

pressure^" on the concerned parties 
to facilitate the proposed mission to 
visit and probe the reported inci- 
dents.— AFP 



Bufsau Report 

PESHAWAR: .The United Nanons Of- 
^ic^or Ijie Coordinatigji^ffljp^ 
itarian Assistance to-Algfianistan 
(UNOCHA) has received a total ot$ 

"and Germany forits Miner Actiorr: ' 
Programme ' for Afghanistan' 

(MAPA), 

A press release issued here said 
that UNOCHA recently received two 
contributions of US $980,000 and 
US $659,659 from the UK and 
Canada for its Mine A<Jtion Pro- 
gramme for Afghanistan (MAPA). 
Additionalb^, it has received $ 2 mil- 
lion from the US and $1.5 million 
from Germany, it said. 

The UK has provided over $13 
million since 1990 while Canada 
more than $4.5 million to the pro- 
gramme since 1993, The US govern- 
ment has contributed US $18 million 
while the German government has 
/contributed over US $9 million to 
?A^cejt5^^abli5hment 
foCSEi -has'been carrying out 
mine action activities in Afghanistan 

W» geann^> awareness and tram- 
' ing operations & 'Afghanistan ih 
1999 through nonrgovemmental or- 
ganisations, it said, . . 

The MAPA 'capacity hias in- 
creased from 3,900 personnel in 
1998 to 4,700 in 1999 and was able 
to identify over 700 sq km of mine 
contaminated areas. By the end of 
March 1999 some 345 sq km of 
mine and UXO contaminated area 
have been cleared. 

It has a budget of US $25.6 mil- 
lion out of which wOy US $ 9 million 
. (35 percent of the total require- 
ment) has been received so far. 



Taliban militia signs trade 
' accords with Kazakhstan 



By AIMAL KHAN 

PESHAWAR - The 'I^Iiban au- 
thorities have inked some impor- 
tant trade agreements with 

Kazakhstan. 

Of late relations between 
Kazakhstan and the Taliban-niled 
Afghanistan have seen significant 
improvement. 

During his recent two-day visit 
to Islamabad. Kazakh Foreign 
Minister Kasymzhomart Tokaev 
also held meetings with the Taliban 
representatives in early March this 
year. 

Like Turkmenistan, Kazakhstan 
too has maintained a neutral pos- 
ture vis-a-vis the student militia's 
rule in Afghanistan, while the rest 
of Central Asian Republics have a 
visible soft comer for anti-Tkltban 
opposition. 



According to informed Afghan 
sources, a delegation of the student 
militia headed by MauWi Fazal 
Mohammad Faizan, visited 
Kazakhstan few days back . 

Maulvi Faizan, whose official 
position is equal to Secretary in 
Taliban's ministry of Commerce, 
held meetings with Kazakh offi- 
cials and representatives of indus- 
trial and commercial organisations. 
Tkliban delegation ' also signed 
trade agreements with Kazakhstan, 
added the sources. The details of 
the agreements arc, however, still 
awaited. 

Meanwhile. Taliban authoritie.'; 
have reportedly sought (he help of 
Turkmen government for the repair 
and reconstruction of fertilizer 
plant in Mazar-i- Sharif, a key 
northern Afghan city. 



The plant was severely damaged 
in an act of sabotage, when a pow- 
erful device exploded in the plant 
few days back. 

Kazakh firms, sources said, had 
also offered to sell wheat to 
Afghanistan some time back. The 
import of wheat from Kazakhstan 
to Afghanistan, in this context, also 
figured at the talks of Maulvi 
Faizan, added the sources. 

Sources said that the issue of 
wheat sale to Afghanistan and 
Pakistan also came under discus- 
sion during talks. Kazakhstan gov- 
cmment has kept complete silence 
on the visit of Taliban delegation to 
the Central Asian State, An official 
of Kazakh Foreign Ministry official 
just said neither he confirmed nor 
denied the report. T^iban sources 
however confirmed the reports. 



Drugs eradication : UN not 
satisfied with Taliban 



From Shamim Shahid 



PE3KAWAR -r As a resuh of 20-year 
war and-regular fighting, the Afghani- 
stan has become a safe heaven for Heroin 
manufacturers drug-traffickers from all 
over the world. Afghanistan has attracted' 
the drug barons, who after converting 
the opium into deadly drug-heroin, shift 
it to the various parts of the world. 

It is yet to be confirmed, whetfjer. the 
Talibaan leaders and commandars are 
involved in the drug trafficking and 
munfacturing or- not, but, due tp their - 
bad policies, they have been critieiscd 
by the cndre world. Before Taliban, 
almost 'all the jehadic commandar^ as 
weir as the . militiamen from Northern 
provinces had contributed in the pi^o- 
modon of drug trafficking and produc- 
don in Afghanistan. • 

Recently, Taliban have destroyed 
some 34 heroin manufacturing labora- 
tories in the eastern province of 
Nangarhar but some authendcated re- 
ports disclose that so far 116 heroin 
manufacturing laboratories exist in vari- 
ous places on the Afghanistan borders 
with Pakistan. While demolishing tlie 
heroin manufacturing laboratories in 
Achin district of Nangarhar province 
Abdul Hamid Akhunzada, chief of Af- 
ghanistan's and-^rugs department had 
claimed that they are going to de- 
^|hpl^^li^eroin• rtiafiufa||turi#g 
;o5ra,t^es$ ^in: ,ile'ln?ai^ i^W 
^Qand'ah^T are|s ■ of^^fj^afi^ri^ 
Qaijaahar is^the heaciquarter of the 
Taliban movement from where they 
govern die war-revaged Afghanistan. 
Accordin'g to a.rcpoct released by the 
United. Nations Drugs, ControrPro- 
gramme. Laboratories are still operat- 



ing along the Pakistan- Afghanistan bor- 
der in Balochistan ( Nimruz, Hslmand 
and Kandahar provinceis). Although the 
direct involvement' of the Taliban can- 
not be confirmed however, the Press 
reports and reports of international 

• agency do creat an- impressian that 
Taliban, due to financial crisis are using 
dfjgs for revenue purposes. 

A recent report discloses, "Opiates 
have played a crucial part in the poiilics 
of Southwest Asia for about 20 years as 
a weapon in the hands of secret services 
a.nd a barometer for the relations be- 
tween states in the. region and between 
the world powers especially the United 
States. Iran though cahnot be excluded 
that some officials took advantage of 
the drug trade, is making serious efforts 
to stop the transit of Afghan drug pro-, 
duction on its territory. Notwithstand- 
ing Iran was decertified by the United 
States for reasons that have little to do 
with the necessities of the anti-drug 
■ tight. 

Likwisc, estimating the quantity be- 
ing produced in Afghanistan was a sig- 
nificant diplomatic ihstrument for the 
, countries. Large drug production in 
Afghanistan is at the root ot many traf- 
ficking activities not only in countries 

* bordering Afghanistan to the cast ( Pa- 
kistan ) and to the south and south-cast 

\ ( Iran) but also in all the countries of 
Central A.sia. " 

! Tbelrkii ito£u^oritlfes h(ive indicatdd 
tljat thb lfeizurei maddut 1995 in 
Khorasan province, on the border with 
Afghanistan have been significant. This 
is supported by the observadons of a 
member of the International Red Cross 
working* in Kandahar, who says the 
Talibaan hav.e closed down the princi- 



' pal points of racketeering located on the 
Kandahar highway towards Iran. This 
of course would facilitate the move- 
ment of traffickers. A volunteer who 
was riding with a convoy of medicine 
from Herat to Kabul saw an opium- 
nUcd truck barely covered with canvas 
making its way towards Iran. Witnesses 
have spoken of convoys of drugs (opium, 
morphine and hashish) being U'ansported 
to Pakistan under Talibaan protection. 

. Cases of trafficking using Boeing 727s 
belonging to the Afghan airline Ariana 
between Kandahar and the Gulf states 
especially Dubai have been reported.'* 
Transporters travelling via die former 
royal city of Afghanistan have to stop 
there to pay transport taxes and undergo • 
. a rapid check. The men who work in the 

. offices have had beards and turbans for 
two years. Next door, a small room is 
^kept under lock and key: inside, five 
tones of opium have spent two years 
waiting for the occasional journalists 
curious enough to pay them a visit. The . 
five tones jn 50- kg sacks ooze a black- 
ish paste. In comer of the room there are 

\- a few dozen kilos of coarsely officers 

. say, but barely 500 kg are visible. That 
Taliban seized movement of the drugs 
in the first few months in power during 
1994 to 1995 but the things could not 
improve further.*' 

The reports further state that the Paki- 
stanis and Iranians have seized suffi- 

•h) eicnt quantities of opium/m<JiT>fc'ij\^l^J^ 
and heroin. In Badakhshan provincve, 
' home'to former President Prof, RabbJni* 

• ad wherev - many military 
commandars lake their orders from 
Ahm?id Shah Masud poppy produc-. 
tion rose from 22 tones to 65 tonnes 
between 1994 and 1996. 



Darwaz outbreak 
kills 200 



Darwaz outbreak kills 200 



By Uzma T. Hnroon 



ISLAMABAD - Some 700 dcaihs 
iiavc been confirmed by the World 

February 1999 iir Ihc-vilhgc!^ of 
Qadakshan province of Afghanistan. 
The CJiuse of ihc deaths is inCuenza 
type- A. The disease, kjigwn as Dar- 
waz outbreak, an area with a pcjpuln- 
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Vv<m\ pa^ii 1 

tit>n «if 77.(X)n. spre-nci like ;in cpidcnno 
middle <?r Fcbrunrv. If hnf h<»rn Jiae- 
nosed by health spcL-inlisu r:c inrn:en7,n 
with ei>Tnf)Iications. It cnii^cd s*:- many 
dcaihs in a short period of time because 
of inck of medical facilities and inac- 
cessibiiity of the remote villages that 
border Tajikistan. 

The WHO Representative on Af- 
^zhanistaru Dr. Moiiarncd A. iamn. brief- 
ing the media in Islamabad assured that 
the situation is now under control and 
medical relief has been provided by 
VVHO in collaboration wjrh NGOs. 

"It is not an easy place ^o get infor- 
mation from. It take.^ aboi»j two davs of 
walking to get to a village from where 
ihcv can send radio mcssase.'" ex- 
plained Dr Jama. The affected villages 
are located at the tip of r.orthern Af- 
ghanistan which is an i.^olated and 
unserved area. The first news of this 
di.sca.sc was received or. Febiiuny 13 
throtjgh a radio call from the local con"k- 
rnandcr to the governor vvho then in- 
formed the WHO. It was discovered that 
two travellers arrived in Jarnarche-Bala 
suffering from flu-like symptoms in- 
cluding fever, coush and r::'i^cular pain. 
They stayed at the housc of a local 
leader and later one of ihcm carried on 
with hi.s journey to his own village. 
Kamar. The children of the local leader 
and other hoUvSchold members cnuglu 
the disease. An air borne cii.seasc. innn- 
cnza, was also reported from other vil- 
lages that .spread quickly. 

During winter, many people crowd in 
one room and the hygienic conditions 
are poor. The disease spreads from hu- 
man to human and soon many people, 
especially children, fell victim to it. 'Hie 



deadly mflneiun. in li sji-Ti period of 
time, affected nil honseliuids of the vil- 
lagc. In Jamnrche-Bnia. } I male and M) 
female deaths were reported over the 
next si^ weeks. Qf these, 29 were chil- 
dren under the age of five years. Be- 
cause the basic health centre is six days 
away by foot from this village in sutn- 
mer and vaccine coverage is 0 per cent, 
the strong influenza caught on like an 
epidemic before health relief could be 
made available. 

On receiving information, the WHO 
health teams were sent by heiicopter be- 
cause that was the only mcan.s of reach- 
ing the place quickly. Even preparing 
for that took two weeks because of bad 
weather conditions. Upon reaching 
.TatTiarachc-Bala with medical supplies 
on Febriiary 26, -he health experts col- 
lected throat s'vvah samples that were 
then sent to the National Institute of 
Health u\ Islamabad, and also to Swit- 
zerland and the UK. Investigntions con- 
firmed the presence of influenza type 
A. which if not treated with the right 
medication can be a killer like two other 
forms of^ influenza. B and C. 

'The epidemic has subsided. There 
are no more dcaiiif?. We have collected 
the data for investigation on people who 
have died. Medical supplies are be- 
ing provided and a contact has been 
established through radio. The staff 
is being trained for f(511ovv-up and 
surveillance," int'ormcd Dr .Tama. 
WHO has sub-offices in Afghani- 
stan that are strategically located at nine 
sites for providing support in response 
to the outbreak. The WHO medical ex- 
perts warn dial lack of es.sential health 
care can turn influenza into a deadly 
(itsease. 
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Rockets hit Kabul as Taliban 
rule out talks with Opposition 



KABUL (AFP) - Three rockets struck 
Kabul overnight as Taliban chief Mulla 
Mohammad Omar ruled out further 
peace talks between Afghanistan's war- 
ring parlies, officials and residence said 
S'jnday. 

Residents said the nxkets struck lale 
on Saturday and appeared la be fired 
from position:; held by forces led by 
nr^rrhern alliance commander Ahmad 
Shah Masood. 

There were no immediate reports of 
damage or casualties, and an alliance 
spokesjTian told AFP he was not aware 
' of any strikes launched on Kabul by the 
opposition. 

The attack came shortly after Taliban 
supreme leader Omar said the next round 
of talks were not possible because of a 
refusal by the oppi')sition northern alli- 
ance to accept a single militia leader- 
ship. 

He said the United Nations special 
en V oy to A f g h an i $ la n, L a k h d ar B ra h i ni i . 
had been told of the decision during a 
recent trip to Kandahar, the Taliban's 



dcfacto southern capital. 

Prospects for peace m Afghani.^ian 
were raised in the Turkmen capital 
Ashqahad a month ago with a break- 
through agreement in UN sponsored 
talks on power sharing ;jnc: llrc role (>f 
the judiciary in a future Afghan govern- 
ment. 

However, the leadership issue was 
expected to provide a .stum.bling block 
to peace between the Taliban and their 
rivals, with alliance leaders refusing to 
accept Omar as the single leader of 
Afghanistan. 

*ln the Ashqabad talks wc also rai.sed 
(he i.ssuc of Emirate,* Omar said in an 
official Radio vShariat broadcast. 

*Now that the opposition is not will- 
ing to accept the Emirate, this clearly 
shows that numerous coir.mand.s will 
c«me into being in place cf one single 
command. 

' Therefore the next round of talks is 
not possible/ Omar said. 

He said the decision was made by the 
ruling council of Ulemas wh() had con- 



vened a special meeting on the peace 
process. 

Omrjr added thaJ it was not possible to 
share government with those who have 
'destroycti the country or have looted 
the state* s treasury'. The rocket strikes 
and the breakdown in peace talks came 
amid mcnmting speculation in the Af- 
gh<(n capital that both .sides were gear- 
ing-up for an offensive. 

Most of the recent fighting has been 
centred in central Bamiyan province 
after uprisings were Staged by ethnic 
Ha^aras who form the basis for the 
Hezb-i-Whadat political factiorl of the 
alliance. 

Opposition and independent sources 
said this had enabled Masood 'to ad- 
-vance to within a few kilometres of the 
provincial Capital, Bamiyan City. 

The Taliban's grip on Afghanistan 
covers about 80 per cent of the country 
and follows six years of civil war with 
the mujahideen factions who took power 
after the Soviet-backed communist re- 
gime crumbled in 1992. 



Taliban, opposition forces 

fighting in Samangan province 



KABUL: Fighting blocked a strategic 
crossroad in northern Afghanistan 
Tuesday as opposition soldiers strug- 
gled to gain territory from their Tal-* 
iban enen\ies, who rule much of the 
country, an opposition spokesman 
said. 

Also Tuesday, the Taliban dis- 
missed UN criticism of their decision 
to put an end to UN-brokered peace 
talks with the northern-bas^ opposi- 
tion. Abdul Hai Muttmain, a Taliban 
spokesman, called the UN talks a pipy 
to unseat Mullah Mohammed Oniar as 

head of Afghanistan.^ 

"In ^ur.n country, we n^ed .>ope^ .^ 
leader.'i-l The'-UN^shohldlidt be^dis^ * 
appointed but should realise that in 
90% of Afghanistan we are in control 



and we have brought peace," he said 
in a satellite telephone interview from 
his headquarters in southern 
Afghanistan. 

Meanwhile, several hundred kilo- 
meters northwest of Kabul in Samari- 
gan province the "Miban and the op- 
position waged a fierce battle at Dary 
S^if^ a strategic crossroad that leads to 
the troubled central province of 
Bamyan. According to an opposition 
spokesman, who belonged to the Shi- 
ite Muslim Group Hezb-e-Wahadat, 
but did not want to give his name, the 
nghling had requited in scores of ca- 
sualties, t, ' - ' - ' 

^ •iT^^hilteftiusl»:TC--Party is trjkrfg 
to open the road to the central 
province of Bamiyan, which is largely 



dominated by Shiite Muslims also 
known as Haizaras. 

There have been unconfirmed re- 
ports of heavy fighting also in 
Bamiyan where the Taliban are in 
control of most of the area However, 
there are pockets of resistance from 
Hezb-E-Wahadat soldiers in the area. 

Muttmain said the opposition 
launched an offensive in Dary Suf but 
were pushed back. 

Claims by both sides in this pro- 
tracted and bloody conflict are diffi- 
cult to confirm, Both sides oft^n 
mak^.e5c^eratfti.<;:}ain;i$. loi • : 

Meanwhile: on .Monday, the. UN 
^.^Secretaryi General Kofi Annaa^ftid he 
viras: unhappy with the Taliban deci- 
sion to suspend peace talks.— AP 
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30 killed as fighting 
rages m Afghanistan 

KABUL (k?) — The Taliban 



army and their opponents waged 
fierce battles on several fronts in 
northern Afghanistan Sunday. 

Both sides in the bitter and pro- 
tracted conflict were reporting 
gains. Because of the remoteness 
of the region it was impossible to 
verify. 

According to opposition 
spokesman, who identifies him- 
k self only as Abdullah, fighting has 
been heavy in northern Faryab 
province, where they are claiming 
to have made gains. 

Abdullah said a key supply 
route of the Taliban's had been 'cut 
to Faryab province, most of which 
is under the control of the Taliban 
religious army. 

Also heavy fighting was re- 
ported at Khinjan in Baghlan 
province, some 150 kilometers 
north of Kabul. There the Taliban 
claimed to have pushed the oppo- 
sition out of the region and deeper 
into the Panjshir Valley, the 

stronghold of opposition leader 
Ahmed Shah Masoud 

Both the Taliban and the oppo- 
sition accused each other of firing 
the first bullet. 

The United Nations* which has 
been trying unsuccessfully to bro- 
ker a peace agreement, has urged 
restraint from both sides. 

However with the onset of • 
warm spring weather it seems that 
both sides have embarked on a 
new season of fif hting. 

Earlier, the Urtited Nations had 
hoped to convene another round 
of peace talks this month, possibly 
in Afghanistan. 

Both sides blame the other for 
scuttling the peace process. • - 

NNI adds: According to Radio 
Tehran, at least 30 people from 
both the warring Afghan sides had 
been* killed in renewed lighting in* 
Baghlan province, 

Taliban have launched a major 
offensive against their rivals in 

north of Baghlan province. A 
spokesman for the Taliban has 
said they had succeeded in recap- 
turing the defence line of the op- 
position and seized a number .of ' 
areas in. the province. Sources 
said fighting was still going on in 
Khinjan area along the Salang 
Highway. 



Afghan opposition 
securing areas 
around Bamiy an 



■ KABUL (AFP) - The Shiite Muslim 
He3b-i-Wahdat faction of the Afghan 
opposition alliance said Thursday its 
forces were securing areas around 
Bamiyan after wresting control of the 
city from the ruling Taliban militia. 

*The Taliban have not launched any 
counter attacks. The situation in town 
i.<i quiet and our soldiers are collecting 
military equipment the Taliban have 
left behind/ Hezb-i-Wahdat spokes- 
man Mohammad Muhaqeq told AFP 
by satellite telephone from Bamiyan. 

Bamiyan, in central Afghanistan, fell 
to the Iranian-backed Hezb-i-Wahdat 
early Wednesday after a lightning of- 
fensive was launched with the support 
of its opposition allies. 

Muhaqeq said about 100 Taliban 
troops were killed and a further 100 
were taken prisoner, and that the alli- 
ance suffered 10 deaths and a further 
six wounded. 

*Fir5t, we want to secure other areas 
of Hazarajat from the Taliban who treat 
the Ha7,ara like slaves. After that our 
programme will depend on the overall 
strategy of our allies/ he said. 

. Thousands of Shiite Muslim Hazaras 
^ were massacred by_*e Sunni Muslim 
Taliban when TsJx&an £orc#s SwzedlSc 
northern' ci^ W 'MazarM-Sfiarif last 
year, according to the United Nations. 

Bamiyan is the heart-land of 
Hazarajat and the ethnic Hazaras who 
along with Tajiks. Uzbeks and 
Turkmen.s form the ethnic composi- 
tion of the northern-based alliance 
which has opposed Taliban rule. 

The Taliban hcldBamiyan for more 
than seven months. 

A Taliban spokesman was unavail- 
able for comment and reports from 
Bamiyan have been ignored by the 
official media, although sources in Pa- 
kistan said the militia could be prepar- 
ing for a counter offensive. 

Ttie fall of Bamiyan and strategic 
supply routes which link Taliban-held 



Kabul with strongholds in the north, 
like Mazar-i-Sharif, was expected to 
boost opposition controlled territory to 
about 25 percent of the country. 

Alliance spokesman, Abdullah said 
front lines had pushed northwards from 
Bamiyan to Dare Shikari and in the east 
to Shebar, and that this had expanded 
the opposition's capacity to ferry arms 
and supplies. 

*Thc fall of Bamiyan is very signifi- 
cant. It will create more problems for 

the Taliban in the mountainous areas of 
the north,' he said. 

. Analysts said gains by the Hezb-i- 
Wahdat signalled the Shiite Hazaras 
were not the spent force many believed ' 
after the Taliban scored a .series of 
stunning victories across northern Af- 
ghani<5tan last year. 

'Control of Bamiyan and the local 
airport might also result in Tehran re- 
suming' its flights of weapons into,the 
area,' one western analyst said. ' • 

Iran and Russia have both been ac- 
cused of pro^nding military support to 
the opposition, a charge which both 
countries deny. Pakistan has also re- 
jected sirmlar^allcganons .^^^^ lends 
. military support to the Taiiban. ' 

However, all countries .along with . 
the United Stales, United Nations eokI 
. Afghanistan's remaining neighbours 
have, taken an active role in urging the 

militia and the alliance to resolve their 
differences peacefully. 

UN-spohsored peace talks broke 
down 10 day.s ago amid ri.sing ex- 
pectation.*; that each side was pre- 
paring for a major offensive to take 
. advantage of/ improving weather 
condition<;. 

In Bamiyan, Muhaqeq said peace 
talks remained an opdon. after six years 
of civil war with the militia: 

'If.the Taliban are ready for peace, 
well and good. Otherwise we will 
take our own appropriate measures/ 
he said. 



Loss of Bamiyan 



Rahimuiiah Yusufzai 

As feared, the ruling Taliban 
Islamic Movement and the 
opposition Northern Al- 
liance have returiied to the 
battlefield and started fighting for the 
same territory that has changed 
hands a number of times and claimed 
innumerable lives in the pa^t. When 
the two Sides failed to resume their 
UN-sponsored peace talks in Turk- 
menistan's capital, Ashgabat, as' de- 
cided in the earlier two rounds of ne- 
gotiations, there were predictions 
galore that they would start attacking 
each other as soon as the snow 
thawed and the traditional summer 
fighting season began. This is pre- 
cisely what has happened with the 
anti-Taliban alliance firing the first 
salvo and taking the Taliban by sur- 
prise in Shla-populated Damiyan 
town in central Afghanistan. The loss 
of Bamiyan by the 'Mban would only 
accelerate the fighting as they would 
now try to avenge the defeat. On the 
other hand, the Northern Alliance 
after gaining its first m^or nulitary 
victory in almost a year would be em- 
boldened to go for the kili» particu- 
larly in Northern Afghanistan where 
the Taliban are deemed to be vulner- 
able. 

The:: , XaUban.x, had ..v.captUTiiSi 
Bamiyan town on September- 13 last 
year, meeting insignificant resistance 
from the factionaliscd Shia armed 
groups. Subsequently, they took the 
garrison town of Yakawlong and oc- 
cupied some of the main routes. The 
formidable Shibar Pass was already 
in their possession, enabling them 
not only to retain control" of the 
Ghorband valley which opens into 
the fertile Shomali plains* near 
Charikar but also keep an eye on the 
goings-on in the areas and routes 
that link Taliban-held provinces in 
northern, southern and eastern 
Afghanistan. However, it appears th^at 
tl^e fighters belonging to Karim 
Khalili's Hezb-i-^hdat, Shaikh Asef 
Mohseni's Harkat-i-Islami and«other 
smaller Shiite factions never aban- 
doned Che mountainous Bamiyan. 
province completely and instead, 
waited for their chance to strike back 
during the seven months of Taliban 
occupation of the area. Bamiyan has 
thus become the third place after for- 
mer defence minister i\hmad Shah 
Masood^s strongholds of Shomali 
plains, including Charikar, Jabal-us- 



SiTzi and Bagram, and Takhar 
province that have been wrested 
back from Taliban in recent months, 
and years. It explains the tenacity of 
_the fighting force loyal to Masood 
and the Shiite groups and the inher- 
ent opposition to Taliban rule in 
these places. It also underscores tl\e 
•fact that these groups, are well- 
stocked in terms of arms and ammu- 
nition, supplied mostly by Iran, Rus- 
sia and some of the Central Asia 
republics still ruled by former com- 
munists. 

The fact that tlie Taliban were 
able to hold most of Bamiyan for 
seven montl^ only also raises doubts 
about their ability to retain control of 
their remaining possessions in North- 



landscape. 

It seems the Taliban are under 
tremendous pressure to try and re- 
take Bamiyan's provincial capital, 
also known as Bamiyan, and revive 
• their land route linking Kabul with 
Mazar-i-Sharif in Northern 
Afghanistan via Maidan-Shahr and 
Bamiyan. Already, the Salang High- 
way, which offers the quickest and 
safest n;ute between Kabul and 
Mazar-i-Sharif, Is in Masood's pos- 
session. For quite sometime, the Tal- 
iban were forced to supply their 
troops in Kunduz, bordering Tajik- 
istan, by air When they captured 
F^ryab, Jauy'an, Balkh, Samangan, 
Banian and Bamiyan provinces last 
year, they were able to open two 



Pakistan again would be required to practice a 
balancing act, trying to reassure Iran and at the 
same time keep the Taliban happy 



ern Afghanistan. In certain parts of 
Northern Afghariistan, the opposition 
Northern Alliance has been able to 
convince many non-Pashtoon ethnic 
minority communities, including 
T^iks, Uzbeks, Turkmen and Haz- 
aras, that the largely Pashtoon Tal- 
iban were an occupation force. The 
.Taliban inability lo att^acf more non- 
Pashtoon to thdr ranks and their in-- 
distance on appointing^ Pashto<?n gov-v > 
ernors and military commanders in 
these areas also contributed to 
strengthen this feeling. This writer 
has seen Taliban governors and other 
important officials unable to commu- 
nicate in Persian, the dominant lan- 
guage in northern-wesrern and north- 
eastern Afghanistan with the local 
people. Speaking through inter- 
preters sn one s own country, espe- 
cially if the relationship is that of the 
ruler and suly ect, would obviously 
raise the spectre of an occupation 
anny trying to dictate terms to an un- 
willing populace. Despite their best 
efforts to portiay theias^es as an Is- 
lamic movement transcending the 
ethnic and linguistic barriers, tl\e Tal- 
iban have found thems^ves unable to 
gain the confidence of the non-Pash- 
toon sections of the Afghan people, 
in particular of the men under arms 
and the intellectuals. .This has been 
their Achilles' heel during their four- 
and-a-half years existence and would 
remain so as long as they remain on 
Afghamstan*s political and military 



]and-ro\ites to Northern Afghanistan 
via Herat-Badghis-Maimana-Mazar-i- 
Sharif and Kabul-Maidan-Shahr- 
Bamiyan-Mazar-i-Sharif even though 
the roads were terrible and some of 
the areas enroute uasafe. But it was 
an improvement compared to the 
past when they had no overland con- 
^necdop with piiiC6s like Kunduz and 
w6re required to take rtsks and spend ' . 
. more to reinforce ibeir troops and re- 
. plenish supplies. Now with d:\e loss of 
Bamiyan. they would be deprived of 
one of the important overland routes 
to Northern Afghanistan and put 
more pressure on T^iban soldiers de- 
fending cities like Mazar-i-Sharif, 
Shiberghan, Maimana» Aibak, Pule 
Khunui, Klieiyan, Doshi, etc. 

Though there were reports of 
Taliban massing troops in Tala . 
Borfaq and Maidan-Shahr at 
two extremes of the road that ap- 
proaches Bamiyan from the north 
and the south, one is still unaware of 
• any major impending assault to re- 
take Bamiyan town. The attack by 
. the Shiite groups was so swift and 
big that the 'Mban were caught un- 
awares and it would take them a 
while to assemble a force capable of 
dislodging the Kezb-i-Wahdat, 
Harkat^i-Islami and other armed 
groups from Bamiyan town. The 'M- 
iban also know that holding Bamiyan 
once it is recaptured would remain a 
risky ad^-enture, in the same way In 



which they found out to their cost 
that retaining control of Bagram, 
Charikar and Jabal-us-Sir^ was an 
uphill task in the face of lethal 
guerilla strikes by Masood's men 
backed by the local Teyik population. 
The Miban have not attempted to re- 
capture Bagram, Charikar and Jabal- 
us-Siraj again as they are aware of 
tlie risks and costs invohred: An anal- 
ysis of the cost-effectiveness of again 
capturing and holdii^ Bamiyan may 
yield a similar conclusion aiKi, there- 
fore, cause delay In executing any 
such plan. But it is also possible that 
the urge to exact revenge for the re- 
verses suffered by the Taliban in 
Bamiyan may force their hand to at^ 
tempt another assault on the Shla- 
held province. That would trigger yet 
another round of blood-letting and 
spread the fighting to the other front- 
Unes in Northern Afghanistan, and 
also north of Kabul, i^ere Masood's 
men wait for an opportune time to a^ 
tempt a march on the Afghan capital. 

The renewed fighting would abo 
heighten tension in the region. The 
not-so-covert Iranian Interference in 
• Afghanistan could again bring Tehran 
and Kabul to the brii^ of an armed 
confrontation. It would also put 
tremendous pressure on Tehran's ties 
wltl\ Islamabad and contribute to the 
doubts that already exist in'the two 
capitals about each other's designs in 
'Afghanistan; -Pakistan again would be 
.required to practice^' balancing act, 
trying to reassure Iran an^ at the 
same time keep the Taliban happy. 
There are many people who believe 
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif's recent 
visit to Russia, together with his ef- 
forts to appease Che US, has already 
led Islamabad to distance itself a bit 
from the l^ban and deprived them 
of the crucial support of the only 
country friendly with Afghanistan. 
The US too would be tempted to as- 
sist in the downfall of the 'Mban as 
tliat wouki enable it to track down its 
Public Enemy Number .1, ie Saudi dis- 
sident, Osama bin Laden:, and reaf- 
firm its superpower status. Russia 
and the Central Asian republics 
neighbouring Af ^tanistan would also 
be relieved to see the Taliban van- 
quished as it would minimise t!^ risk, . 
at least for the time-being, of islamist 
resurgence threatening their ned- 
communist regimes. The Ta^)an, it 
would seem, are confronted with Ae 
biggest challenge to their power and 
' existence at a time when thfiy are al- 
most friendless and resouiceless. 
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Afghanistan 
poised to go 
on Internet 



^ Af2iianistan V 

r 

r 

\t KABtJL (AFP) - The Internet, 
mail and direa mtcmanonal dialling 
arc about to come to war-ba£tc:«i 
Afghanistan — a cornitr/ 'Jintft coiy 
cwo kziowQ internaticnal land lines 
afid a dozncstic phone system dating 
b^©t&c 19505. 

Local- offidais said the Srsrdirca 
links would bring Afgf»nistan cn- 
iine within two to three months as 
part of a 15-year phased program 
designed to r/eatually reconstnic: 
{fie focal tdcajramunications sector. 

nc move, which has the bless- 
ing of Che hardline Taliban reginic. 
follow months of negotiations 'viuh 
US-based Tcicnhone Systems 
Internadonai Inc (TSI). It is cxpecr^ 
ed to begin installing saidlitc dishes 
and micowavc equigtncnt by mid- 
May. . • ^ . 

TSI vice president for admmis- 
cndon, Stuart Benthanr. said the 
'<SpHpmcnLneeterio'ma^ce the irvt— 
dal. conocctiottS would arrive- :n 
about 10 days; wilh the fint links es- 
tablished shcitiy afterwards. . 

The nnt dishes will be installed 
ia southern Kandahar and KabuL 
This will enable TSI to inoroduce the , 

standard mobile phone* ccmmca 
elsewhere in the world, during the 
aextphase^. . 

•The satellite-based system ;*ail 
be cotmecttd to the existing tcie- 
chone system in Ksbtd. which was 
InstaHed in 1956. This . will enable 
residents » make intcmancnal caEs 
from their homes,'- Bentham saxd. 

While direct global 6aihng has 
been sandard in much of the world . 

for decades, the concept rcmaiqs a ; 
Qoveity in Afghanistan where most 

of die infrastructure has been de- \ 

snoyedbywar- i 
There sre only two known inter- 

^[innTil lioeS. 

• One links Kabul with Peshawar 
in Pakistan, the secood was installed 

by" Britisii Telecom hi 1990 and 
rr^^M Locdca with Kabul. But au-" 
thocitics said the Londou link had 
not been used since 1992 when the 
dvil war escalated . , 

Afghanistan's countxy code is 93 
and ifs cot in'* too many phone 
books. 



The Taliban's deputy coimaani- 
cations minister, Mulla AUadad 
Tabtb, said restoration of comunica- 
dons was Guciai to the economy. 

**Global communications has a 
big role ia economics and 
Afghanistan's communicaticns has 
been destroyed 100 percent, hence 
the agreement with TSI,** he told , 
AFP 

Tabib said TSFs initial capital 
spending would reach 175 million 
dollars and this would incrc^to 
244 oiillion dollars as the nctworic « 

lolledout.. ... 

Bentham said traffic would in- 
crease as the market expanded, with 
plans to cvennially <»Dncct 
Afghanistan with the Trans-Sibcna 
optic fibre cable . througn^^ 
Tuxiomcnistan. 

•^ut it will be two to three years, 
before this is even contemplated.** 

He said the system would use the 
same technology as deployed by the 
Germans to extead their tdCThone 
network mxo cast Germany after the 
Berlin WaH coUapscdin 1989. 

Billing win be through pre-pur- 
chased phone cards whHe speaai 
tanife will be ofcni at nignt, whCT 
a gateway link to thclnteraet will be 

established via Lofidon. ' " 
BenftacQ said the network would 
be inidally pitched ^local busmcss- 
cs, the Talibaa govomncnt and tor- 

^^nently Afghanistan's still- 
waning facdons, foreign work- 
er^ the Uintcd Nations and jo^- 
Lsts rely on hand radio and bulky 
and expensive satellite pbcc«^ 
These iatcmationai nctwotp. 
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Ancient stone ] 
damaged: Afgh 



a minute. 



Taliban publicly 
lash adulterer. . 
in'Herat city. 

KABUL (AFP) - Afghanistan's 

hardline Taliban militia publicly interpretation of the Islamic 

flogged a man accused* of havthg 3^^^^^ j^^^ married adulterers arc 

illegal, sex with a woman in the stoned to death while bachelors 

western Afghan province .of gjy^ji lashes,' thieves have 

Herat Radio Shariat said Monday, ^^^i^ ijjji^ chopped off and mur- 



Mohammad Zarif was adnrinis- 
tered 100 lashes in front of a large 
crowd in the army compound of 
Herat on the Iranian border, , it 
said. The punishmertt execuled- on 
Sunday was approved by the mili- 
tia's Supreme Leader MuUa 
Mohamm'ad Omar, . the* Taliban 
mouth-piece said. * * * • ^ 



such as Inmarsat, are controlled ISLAMABAD: Afghanistan's opposi- 
tQm outside the country and ccn- tion soldiers, who captured the cap- 
traliscd tfaxou^ bead offices in capi- ital of central Bamlyan province, 
tal dties. Calls cost about three dot- saidPriday that one of two giant an- 
brs a micutc. TSI calls are expo^ cient stone Buddhas has been badly 
CO cost between cj:e and w douars ^jj^j^g^ - 

The report could not be indepen- 
dently confumed, but a spokesmaiv 
for Afghanistan's opposition Hezb- 
e'Wahadat party, which now con- 
trols "Bamiyan, said that 70 percent 
of the smaller Buddha has b«en de- 
stroyed. 

"The head is completely gone," 
said Mohammed Jawari, who mts 
contacted by satellite telephone. 

Bamiyan, some 250 kilometres 
west of the beleaguered capital of 
Kabul, is home to the world's 
largest standing Buddha and a sec- 
ond smaDer one. 

Bamiyan was the scene of a fero- 
cious battle between Afghanistan's 
ruling Taliban militia and Hezb-e- 
Wahadat earlier this week. 

It ended with Hezb-e-Wahadat 
capturing Bamiyan, a. significant 
victory for the opposition. 

However, it's not dear whether 
the smaller Buddha was damaged 
during the fighting or whether it 
had been va..dalised while Bamiyan 
was under the control of the Tal- 
iban. 

After capturing Bamiyan, Hezb- 
e-Wahadat had said that the two 
stone statues were unharmed, how- 
ever, Jawari who gave that initial In- 
formation said, *! was told they 
were not damaged, but I saw them 



'^rif. who had been captured 
by the security personnel while- 
committing the act of Zona (illegal 
sexual intercourse), confessed his 
crime before the Herat military 
court/ the station said. • 

It did not say what happened to 
the woman. 

Under the Talibanr*s ultra-strict 



derers executed publicly. 



and the small one is 70 percent 
gone . ; . the head is completely 
gone.* 

Tne tallest statue, measuring 53 
metres and the smaller Buddha, 
standing 35 metres were carved out 
of the Afghan mountain side in the 
5th century ad. . 

The supreme leader of the Tal- 
iban religious army, Mullah Mo- 
hammed Omar, earlier ordered his 
troops to protect the two statues, al- 
though several Taliban commanders 
said that they should be destroyed 
because images are repugnant to 
Islam. 

There were confirmed reports 
when the Taliban fust took control 
of Bamiyan last year that a Taliban 
soldier fired a tank twice at the 
smaller Buddha hitting it in the face 
and groin. 

Local residents of Bamiyan say 
the smaller Buddha is female and 
the taller one male, although there 
are no body parts on either statues. 

Characteristic of the Taliban's 
rule has been its restriction on 
women. The Taliban force women to 
cover from head to toe in the all-en- 
veloping 'burqa*. The more devout 
among the Taliban also paint their 
first floor windows black to keep 
pryifsg eyes from seeing women in- 
side the home. 

There was no immediate com- 
ment from the Taliban, although 
several attempts were made • to 
reach the Taliban headquarters in 
southern Afghanistan.— AP 
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Pak-T\irkmen gasline 

to be given impetus 



MA 



By Our Special Correspondent 

ISLAMABAD - Pakistan, Turkmen- 
istan and Afghanistan Thursday re- 
newed their commitment to the pro- 
posed Pak-Turkmen gas pipeline 
through Afghanistan, considerably de- 
layed by the withdrawal of foreign gi- 
ant, UNOCAL, from the multi-billion 
d6llar project and, signed a joint decla- 
ration to reactivate it within the next 
three months. 

Minister for Petroleum and Natural 
Resources Chaudhry Nisar Ali Khan/ 
Turkmenistan's Deputy Prime Minister 
Batyr Sardjacv Arazov and Oil Minis- 
ter Redjepbai Arazov and Afghan Min- 
lster'Of-indUstTi^s--anU;MirleTA^^^ 
MouWi Ahmedjan held a meeting here, 
and decided to give an impetus to the 
project, which was pushed in doldrums 
due to LWCAL's walkout. 

**Keeping in view the national inter- 
est of Afghan people, the participants 
of the tripartite meeting agreed that Pak- 
Turkmen pipeline will have an imme- 
diate positive impact on the current sit- 
uation prevailing in Afghanistan. Its 
implementation will not only help re- 
store complete peace in the war-torn 
country but also give impetus to the 
•process of its economic revival," the 
joint declaration said. 

It said that the project will definitely 
have long lasting positive effects not 
only for the participating countries but 
' also for the people of the entire region. 
The three countries reinforced their re- 
solve to work closely to expedite the 
start of the project at the earliest. 

They resolved to hold a tripartite min- 
isterial meeting every three months to 
, review progress and take requisite de- 
* cisions and to constitute a joint task 
force at senior level to have^continuous 
interaction amongst themselves and 
with CENTGAS for close monitoring 
- -cJfthe pfojdet: ' "' • 

The Afghan side made a commitment 
and declaration for ensuring full sup- 
port to CENTGAS for operations on the 
project inside its country. CENTGAS 
will expedite its effort id implement 
the project and give a schedule for ma- 
jor milestones identified in the tripar- 
tite meeting. 

Flanked by Batyr Sardjaev Arazov 
and Alhaj Moulvi Ahmedjan, Chaud- 



hry Nisar told newsmen after the sign- 
ing ceremony of the joint declaration 
that when "we were about to do the fi- 
nancial close last year, UNOCAL 
walked out" and an impression was cre- 
ated that the project has fallen through. 
*The present tripartite meeting was held 
to negate this impression." 

He said that this project is a window, 
opening unlimited options both eco- 
nomically and politically for the entire 
region and, will not only connect South 
Asia with Central Asia but will open 
new vistas, new horizons. said it is 
not just a pipeline project, but will open 
manv avenues including seaports for 
most of the Central Asian Republics and 
increase interaction by rail and road 
subsequently. "The three countries felt 
that the project would bring peace to 
Afghanistan and do wondcn for its eco- 
nomic activity and political stability." 

The Minister clarified that the con- 
sortium that had undertaken the project 
is very much in place even after UNO- 
CAL'S withdrawal. Major international 
companies are still part of this consor- 
tium and committed to undertake this 
project at earliest. * We are hopeful that 
as a result of the time-table of three 
months, we will be able to achieve sub- 
stantial progress in the next meeting to 
be held at Asgabat in July this year, giv- 
en the commitment of the leadership of 
the three countries. We have decided to 
invite all the companies of the consor- 
tium there." 
He said once this project materializ- 
es, it will have a multiplier effect in fur- 
thering cooperation in South Asia and 
Central Asian Republics and putting 
Afghanistan in a unique position of be- 
coming a facilitator in this geo-politi- 
cal triangle. 

Chaudhry Nisar admitted that the 
withdrawal of UNOCAL, which was 
the lead player in the consortium, not 
only delayed the project but created a 
big question mark about it. 'The present 
tripartite meeting was meant to address 
this delay and identify ways and means 
to expedite the project/'- 

The Minister said that the financial 
close was to take place by the end of 
the last year and, by December 1998, 
physical work was to start. The project- 
has now been delayed by five months. 
He said that one of the reasons cited by 
L'NOCAL for its withdrawal was the 
Afghan situation. 



**We have looked at it and feel that if 
all the political and other aspects are 
resolved, there would be absolutely no 
delay to get this project off the ground. 
VrTiatever the condidons, all the countries 
are strongly inclined to expedite it'* 

He said CENTGAS would decide 
about the lead player in the consortium 
which could be from the consortium nor 
from the outside keeping in view its 
technical, professional and fmancial 
background. He said that CENTGAS 
has set three months to identify the lead 
player. "We have been briefed by it 
about the companies which have shown 
interest. Pakistan and Afghanistan have 
also received overtures from friendly 

countries." 

The Minister said the project was not 
a mirage because in just 16 months the 
three countries had achieved what could 
not be realized jn six years and that was 
the price mechanism between Turk- 
menistan and the consortium, and be- 
tween Pakistan and the consortium. 

"We are working for the worst case 
scenario: if there is no recognidon of 
the Taliban government; if foreign fi- 
nancial institutions refuse funding and 
if there is no political stability. We have, 
considered even to divide the pipeline:' 
From Daultabad to Turkmenistan bor- 
der to be laid by Turkmenistan; its lay- 
ing from this point to Pakistan's border 
to be the responsibility of Afghanistan 
and then Pakistan to take care of the 
remaining portion/' he said. 

"If we resort to this strategy, there will 
be no problem. Different countries have 
shown interest to fund the pipeline in 
Afghanistan because the entire area 
through which it will pass is totally safe 
and under Taliban *s control. We abso- 
• lutely have no doubt about the security 
situation in Afghanistan. If we can pro- 
cure funds for the portion of pipeline 
passing through Afghanistan through 
non-conventional sources or from cer- 
tain friendly countries, recognition of 
the Taliban government would not be a 
hurdle in the execution of the project " 

Chaudhry Nisar said the three coun- 
tries have considered to undertake a 
: walk along the pipeline route to have a 
on-ground assessment. UNOCAL has 
also done so, he recalled. 





increases 



From Shamlm Shahid 

PESHAWAR The Islamic Eniinitc 
of Afghanistan claims to initiated a drive 
against the drug abuse; with demolish- 
ing some 34 heroin manufacturirig labo- 
ratories In one of the eastern provinces 
but certain authenticated reports appre- 
hend upto 40 per cent increase in the 
opium production in several provinces 
of the' country \^hich has made the 
policy-makers of United Nations Drugs 
Control the programme (UNDCP) un- 
certain.' * 

The 'reports disclosed that , in F^rah 
province, which is surrounded by 
Niihroz,' Hirat ahd Ghor provinces in 
southern region has produced some 
22.34 metric, tonnes of opium in 1998 
last but now there i^ an increase of 24 
per cent Ih the poppy plants* to be har- 
ve.^ied within one to two months. In.all 
'ov'er Afghanistan,, opiurii' is being re- 
moved from plants during the months, 
of April and May. However, in some of 
the Northern and Western provinces, 
the harvesting process of the poppy 
plants would be completed by the end of 

'■r Beside Farah province; there may be 
22 per cent increase in the opium pro- 
duction at Nimroz province. Last year 
In 1998. some 6.33 metric tonnes of 
opium was produced In that part ; of 
•'Afgh'ani.<?tAn. However, 40 per cent in- 
• crease in cpium production is expected 
*in Qandahar, Helmand and Zabul areas 
' which IS considered too much fertile for 
opium production. Only at Qandahar in 
1 998 sortie 10. t6 rnetric tonnes of opium 
>^ pnidiJcerfj Likewise is the figures, 
r^rted from other provinces'andtparts 
''\ of. Afghanistan cither, governed by 
'^•1rihbaai>'or ixy. their Ipne rival Ahmad 
Shah MasudwThc t^jorts reveal that 
overall irtcreasc in T>pium production 
' may ti6t be leis then 40 per cent. ;- 

Du^ to contiune fighting and uncer- 
. taiftty^ the provinces -including 
>Badakhsh<tt)i« Takhar, , Kapisa and 
KtuiddZ' d^b corisideired most opiuni- 
prcxhicirig parts of Afghanistan, In 1 998, 
•the UNDCP and other NGO's reponed 
some 65 metrie tones of opium produc- 
tion and this; year they are e;cp?ecting an 
increase from 35 to 40 per cent.^In fact^ 
'Badakhshari, which 'is surfbiinded by 



in Afghanistan 



Tadjikistan and a.niimber of other Cen- 
tral Asian Republics is also known for 
heroin manufacturing and provide safe 
routes to the drug traffickers not only to 
European countries through Central 
Asian Republics but also to the Karachi 
sea port through the mouniancous 
Chitral district. The opium» f^ostly pro- 
duced in Bajaur and Mohmand Agen- 
cies of the tribal belt and Dir district of 
NWFP also poured into Badakhshan 
province for converting into herein. 

While the UNDCP report, recently 
issued reveals that until. 1993 the only 

; statistics available about the volume of. 
opium production came from the US 
State Department, which put the tlgures 

. at an improbable 690 tonnes. .In the 
5;pring of 1994 an investigation by the 
UNDCP» based on exfhaustive data col- 
lected in the field put production at 
3200 and 3300 tonnes. >yhilc in 1995, 
the UNDCP figures about opium pro- 
. duction are 1250 tones. 
' The annual, report of UNDCP says 
that Afghanistan produced between 
2,200 tonnes and 2300 tonnes c: dried 
. opium 9 which is 30 per ccnt hiehcr than 

^ fresh opium ) in 1 996. Two third cf this 

'{1481.11 0 came frorh 'thc southern 
provinces which have been under ; 

' Talibaan control for more than a year. 
Farah, Helmand, Nimruzi Uruzgan, 
Kandahar and Zabul are southern prov- 
inces of Afghanistan. In east ot Af- ' 

. ghanistan, Kunar reportedly produced 

, 0.36 tonnes of dried opium and 
Nangarhar 67S.82 tonnes • an almost 
identical Jiarvc^t to that of 1995. There 
was similar relative stabilityin the nbnh 
which ' the Taliban - d^ hot control; 

. Badakhshah went from 6p.l5 tonnes iri 

; 1995 19 65.68 in 1996.- Balkh," one time 
the strong hold of Rashid Dpstam has 
. prcdtxced some. 21. 43 toritic"? annually 

Opium. . 
V With the Talibaan taking control of 
three-quarters of Afghan territoiy iti 

' August 1998, many: democratic' coun-. 
• tries, view thiij; as a triutnph of obscu- 
' raritisrUi terrorist support, the. oppres- 
sion of women and human rights yiola- 
.tion. For soihc of Afghanistan height 

' hours in Iran, Tadjikistan, Uzbekistan 
and Russia, whic^i has piit its troops 
stationed qn the Afghan-Tadjik border 
on alert, the Talibaan victoiy aUc'eVbkes 



of an increased flow of drugs into their 
countries. 

* 

In November 1997, when the Talibaan 
were already in . control of the main 
opium-producing lones for the previ- 
ous three years ( while poppies were 
grown in 55 districts in 9 provinces*in 
1994 m. 74 districts in 15 provinces, 
were involved in 1998), the new United 
Natii)ns .Drugs Control Programme ( 
U^^DCP) Director Italian criminologist 
Pino Ariacchi conducted negotiations 
with the Talibaan in an effort to con-.;i 
vince them progressively stamp out - 
poppy crops in exchange.for economic; 
investments. Although these irtforrrially y 
agreemcnU; wctc criticised but with Its 
help, recently the UNDCP authorities' 
succeeded in an advaricement- regard- .• 
ing demolishing of 34 heroin-manufac-' 
turing-iaboriitorics in the eastern prov- 
ince of Afghanistan. , .* 

■ According to the reports in 1997 Af- . 
ghanistrin remained the world largest ' 
opium production country of the world 
and similar was the position in 1998.* 
However, in 1999 Afghanistan 'is hot 
only may in a position to maintain Such 
a Status but it would give a sharp in- . 
crease in the opium production whigh , 
may be upto 40 per cent. In current year 
poppy plants have been cultivated in', 
more than 90 districts, from all over 
Atghanistan..The Afghan ulcma as well . 
as some of the talibaan leaders, regard 
opium production as an economic nC' 
cessity. Even the Talibaan rulers getting '• 
Zakat over production of opiUm in their 
controlled ;irea5 from the farmers whilfe . 
its- business \^ legal in all bazars, par-,. 
. ticularly in the rural areas of that coun-' 

try-' ;■ ' 

At present, the figur^ about the farm- . 

cti involved in the opium production is*': 

still awaited by the UNDCP figures ! 

' reveal that in \991 last some 200,000 

farmers have cultivated poppy pl^ts. 

on an area of 58,000 hectares, of l^nci 

which estimatedly prbdi^ced some 2,800' 

tons of dried opium. WKile in 1998 last,;; 

the UNDCP confirmed.. dramatic In-, 

crease in the opium production. Arid the* ^ 

afghans who! recently' returned from; 

variotj.^ parts of Afghanistan, hav^ $aid^. 

that.almost of the agriculture land bame ' 

uiidet' poppy cultivaiion in all over thar 
country • • . - • •..^-..u.^jiil. 



Afghan drug control needs world 



ISLAMABAD - Under Taliban njic. 
Afghanistan is facing pressures on sev- 
eral frontjs. Terrorism, human rights, 
ethnic cleansing, fundamentalism and 
narcotics are some of the main impedi- 
ments that had jammed the country's 
march towards future since the fali of 
the Communist regime seven years ago. 

The latest biow that hit Afghanistan 
came in the fomi of denial of United 
States Presidential Certification of Na- 
tions' Anti-drug Efforts to the country 
for its weak record in anti-drug moves 
in 1998. The only other state which also 
did not qualify for certification is Burma. 
Pakistan, Colombia and Mexico add tc 
the list of 22 lucky countries or depend- 
ent territories that have been certified as 
cither cooperating fully with the US or 
taking adequate steps on their own tc 

combat the menace of illicit drugs. 

The refusal of the Presidential Ceni- 
fication, which was announced on Feb- 
ruary 26, 1999 meant a substantial re- 
striction in most forms of US assistance 
to Afghanistan at a time when the coun- 
try really needs foreign support for pro- 
pelling a structure to stand on. Now 
there will be a com.plcte cut-off of non- 
food assistance Uiougb aid will be pro- 
vided to Afghanistan for specified types 
of humanitarian and counter-narcotics 
assistance. 

In case of Afghanistan. US does noi 
stop at only the denial of certification. It 
goes furtfcer. Taliban officials have been 
loid categorically that if they want rec- 
ognition of their government, they 
should show responsibility with respect 
to drug control, human rights and ter- 

receive a significant 5;ource of revenue 
from drug activities. The official docu- 
ments, believing in credible reports, say 
that Taliban officials collected fees to 
permit the unhindered operation of iabo- 
ratorie.s. In late 1997, a fai.'-Iy high- 
ranking Taliban official acknowledged 
that local Mullahs collect a 10 per cent 

Situationer 



support 



By Nafecs Takkar 

religious tax called **usher" on opium 
crops produced by fantiers. I- 1 998. it 
was Icamt that local Mullahs collected 
tax in opium gum, which then ihcy .-^old 
to the same drug traders who buy opium 
from the farmers. The reports further 
indicated that both Taliban ind N'oitii- 



cm Alliance officials received payments 
from drug traffickers to facilitate the 
shipment of heroin and morphine 
through Afghanistan. 

Afghanistan is the world's second 
largest opium poppy producer per US 
calculation.^ of 1998, showing Burma 
on the top of the Ii.^t. The country is also 
a major producer of hashish, the US 
estimates .^how that Afghanistan pro- 



duced 1,350 metric tons of opium gum 
in 1998 as again.st the total production 
of 1 ,265 metric tons in 1 997. Als.o opium 
poppycultivation increased from 39 150 
hectares (ha) in 1997 to 41.720 ha in 
1998. registering an increase of seven 
percent. The rai.<;e in poDpy cultivation 
was witnessed at a time when Taliban 
admitted that intoxicants including opi- 
ates, its cultivation, manufacfjring and 

trafficking were contrary to Islam and 
Shanah. In 1997, Taliban condemned 
iHicu drug cultivation, its production 
and trafficking. That sent positive sig- 
nals across the world. The US report 
however, suspect Taliban»s anti-iug 
policy as they (the reports) did not find 
any evidence, which could corroborate 
that Taliban acted in 1998 for decrease 
m poppy cultivation or auested or pros- 
ecuted major narcotics traffickers Nei- 
ther, the reports say, Taliban inierdicted 
large shipments of illicit drugs or pre- 
cursor chemicals during the last year, 
rather, it adds opium remained a major 
cash crop and narcotics perhaps the 
largest source of income in Afghani- 
stan. 

Though Taliban made some progress 
in law-enforcement in 1999 by taking 
action against the heroin laboratories in 
the eastern province of Nangrahar, the 
US 1% however, not sure ab<7ul authen- 
ticity ofsuch report"? without any exter- 
nal confirmation. "Wc are yet lo assess 
Taliban claims about the destmction of 
heroin factories,'* told James R. McHugh 
US Councillor of Narcotics Affairs in 
Pakistan to.a group of jo(irmili?it.^ in the 
fjrst week of March. 

Similarly the destruction of factories 
in southern Helmand province in 1995 
could also not be verified. The governor 
of that province had claimed of demol- 
ishing a few laboratories in May last 
year. But again due to lack of external 
verification his claims were not taken' 
for a real progress in controlling the 
danger of drugs. . ' 

The United States and Uurope, btnh 
are scriousjiy concerned about narcotics 
trade in Afghanistan. According to US 
official reports, 80 per cent of the Af- 
ghan-based illicit drugs find their pri- 
mary destination in Europe. The rest go 
to North America. The reports on drug 
flow and transit in Afghanisitan say that 
heroin and morphine base are trafficked 
across Afghanistan's borders to the 
neighbouring countrie.s of Pakistan. 
Turkmenistan, Tajikistari; Uzbekistan 
and Iran. A small portion of dnrgs is 
con.^umed in th^se countries as mcst. of 
them are destined for highly profitable 
markets of Europe and US, which adds 
to the anxiety, of An^erica ;ind other 
Etiropcan slates. 

Then if we look at the chemicals used 
in drugs, they also enter Afghani.<;tan 
from Europe, Central Asia and India. 



The US reports also verify the fact that 
acetic anhydride-an essential item used 
in the mantifacturing of heroin and 
mofphine* come to Afghanistan from 
Europe* Indict and Central Asia. • 

Afghanistan is a party to the 1988 UN 
Drug Convention, which makes it bound 
to take steps for the .eradication of illicit 
di^gs. However, neither of the Warring 
factions, since the eruptioti of civil war 

ni that country, demonstr:iti*t! to take 
Afghanistan's obligations seriously 
under the Dnig Convention. Taliban 
and Northern Alliance afc not an exccp- 
liofL The US holds both of them, par- 
ticularly Taliban performance in con- 
trolling dnigs. 

Taking action against poppv cultiva- 
tion or di-ug traffickers is not an easy 
task inhcountry like Afghanistan. How- 
ever, to build mofe pressure on Taliban 
or for that matter on the Northern Alli- 
ance will not help them- achieve any 

. progress in curbing the illicit drug 
threats, Abel if the target is to move 
ahead with the ta.si^ of dmgs control ' 
f hen it could only by attained through 

■ proper understanding .among. Taliban 
leadership,, dofior agencies and. of ' 
course, the United. States. . 
None among them can push aside the 

• realities on the ground . while dealing 
with the drug problem in Afghanistan. 
Tne poverty irr that country and its highly 
volatile situation make Taliban helpless 
to put a ban on pvppy cultivation. It'.s 
not like forcing .people to pray five 
times, for, in that'c^se people lose noth- 
ing in terms of economics. On the other 
hand, banningpoppy cultivation in Afgliani- 
5tan attliisstag^ will mcana.'^ericTJS financial 
Jass for thefarm'ers thetr. Bang ?. major ca.sh 
ctcp, people couid hardly be convinced 
to avoid poppy cultivation, even the US 
reports, bh Afghanistan .vadmit. the fact 

■ Jhaf.poppy. 13^0 majcrc£f$b crop in the 

■ w^NraVaged country::. 1" • 

. . the question .of alternative arfai^ge- 

• iTients.ati.sc.s Here; When amingements 
arc -^ade forfeeding the stoniachs of 
hundreds of thousands of Afghatts from 
sources other than the money from 
poppy there is no doubt that they would 
themselves stop its cultivation. Taliban 
have also Jinked the fulfilment of the 
international obligations regarding the 
drug cotitrol with tiie disposal of alter- 
native development assistance to tlie 
n:ra! communities and areas known for 
poppy cultivation. It mav he good or 

^ bad but it is, no dcfubt. natural that evil 
can only be ortiitted from, the society 




whctT good things are given lo h. * 

Then (here is lick of understanding 
among the main actors. United Nations 
and US demand a responsible behav- 
iour on dnig control from Taliban but at 
the same time the latter are not recog- 
nised by the farmers. Taliban were not 
iny'ited in the UN General Assembly's' 
Special Session on Dnigs in June last 
year.. The ' Knbbani government was* 
instead, invited tt> represent Afgharii-. 
scan on dojg issue at* UN I'eVdl;-; Simi- 
larly, according to the US repoH^l^alibah'. 
were disappointed at the s|Ow jJkf 61; 
^ implementation of altetnative diivebp-'/' 
ment schemes. Taliban themselves 
funded rehabilitation of two factories in 

• Kandahar last year. The>^tontrastcd the . 
small amount of money b^ing spefit by^-; 
United Nations Drug Gontrof Pfd- 
gramme (UNDCP) on d^vdbpttient 
schemes with what they considered in.-/ 

• ordinate sums consumed by. IJNDCP.*S • 
operational expenses. * • 7. f 

Illicit drugs are to be condemned ancJ.- 
so its production^ trafficking and.iA^;^ 
None among us can afford to defend the' ' 
cause of drugs but taking suitable meas-.- 
ures fdr its total devastation is an infe-' 
national longing. The anti-drugs efforts" 
vary from country to country. Afghani-^ 
Stan being a war-ravaged country; 
pn:sents a totally different and coftiplis' 
cated picture in ris^iea of popjoy colli- ; 
vation and iilicit*dra|Vadc. -Here the ! 
anti-narcotics measurcs^tlst fee differ^: • 
ent from the bnes that are Bi^lhg.tak^ in : 
Mexico or Pakistan where ttil gQV^m^.r 
ments are in a better position in pifoViB- 
ing alternative arrangements &nd\the/ 
enforcement of law. The' international ' 
community neecls more to do for drtig 
control in countries like Afghanistan as 
local authorities attach their more im-:' 
portance to pointing scores in the battle- 
field. And the role of world community * 
should not be based, essentially » oh the' 
politics of pressure. Rather, the princi- 
ples of support and assistance should* 
guide that specific role of the interna- 
tional cornmunity at large to control 
illicit drugs in Afghanistatt. 



'Iran has taken 
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From Shainim Shahid 

PESHAWAR -Although the Islamic 
Republic of Iran has become a centrifu- 
gal station due to major drug producing' 
countries in the cast and its lucrative 
markets of consumption in European 
counuies. its nilers have contributed a 
lot to the global efforts against the drugs 
menace in the last several years. 

Besides establishing joint security 
posts with the Pakistani authorities on 
Its eastern borders, it has stationed over 
3,000 security guards on the borders 
with Afghanistan, which is considered 
the biggest drug producing station. 

An official of the Iranian Embassy in 
Islamabad has claimed that Iran has 
done a lot to get rid of drug trafficking. 

Surrounded by a number of countries 
like Pakistan, Iraq, Afghanistan and Tur- 
key , Iranian borders have become a safe 

haven forthednig-traffickers. Afghani- 
stan is the largest drugs producing coun- 
try, almost all the traffickers use the 
Iranian borders with Turkey . The pa- 
pers reveal that almost all the foreign 
nadonals involvedjn drug trafficking 
have been apprehended on its borders 
with Turkey. , 

However, the Taliban's rule over Af- 
ghanistan i:as further augmented the 
problems of the Iranian auSorities. The 
documents state. " there are evidences 
showing that presently some terrorists 
groups including Monafeghin ( hv-po- 
crites ) Organisation. (MKO), have 

started drug-trafficking. Thedocumcnts 
also included a photo copy of a letter 
issued by the Octroi Department of 
Shinwar district of Nangarhar Province 
of Afghanistan which shows that 
Taliban have received Octroi (Customs 



Duty) forfour kilograms of white goods 
Such steps on the pan of Taliban leaders 
encourage the drug traffickers to pro- 
mote their business:' 
Being a signatory to the UN charter 

andotherintcmationalchartersfor com- 
bating drug abuse, Iran has sacrificed 
some 2635 personnel of its law enforc- 
ing agencies to control the drug-traf- 
ficking. The Islamic RepubUc of Iran 
shares 1925 kilometers borders with 
Afghanistan and Pakistan. 

The important documents prepared 
by the Drugs Control Headquarter in 
Iran, have revealed that in September 
1998 over 7,000 foreign nationals had 
been apprehended on drug trafficking 
charges in Iran. Majority of them be- 
longed to Afghanistan and Pakistan. So 
far, 3516 accused have been convicted 
in drug trafficking. According to docu- 
ments, in 1997, some 1547 foreign na- 
tionals were anrested by the personnel 
of Drugs Control agencies. 

As a result of the infighting in' Af- 
ghanistan, a large number of its war- 
affected people have not only engaged 
themselves in drug trafficking but many 
of them have become addicts. In 1997, 
a nuinber of drug addicted people were 
imprisoned by the Iranian authorities 
mcluded 7600 Afghan nationals. 

About the seizure of drugs, the docu- 
ments reveal that during 1997, the Ira- 
nian security agencies seized 194.702 
kg which included 162413 opium, 1986 

kgofheroin,11095kgofbashish, 11700 
kg of cocaine and 255.065 kg of other 
drugs. Mr Ismael Sadaai, First Secre- 
tary and the Drrjg Uaison Officer in the 
Iranian Embassy at Islamabad, during 
an informal chat, said that Iran was 
sincere in efforts against the drug abuse. 
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Taliban deny visa to 




ISLAMABAD: TiaUban have barred turned down. ^ . 

Pakisti'nr" jour nalistp . tol'Mi^"^.^, MekrfWlijle;>ari^^^^^^ 
^g]^t\^^^ thef' ifi^jy|;:^:|rc5ups^^^ on Pak- 

anti-polio vaccination campaign m, istani journalists by Tahbaur authori- 
th.e war-ravaged country begins on 
May 9. 

The UNiCEF had arranged visit 
for journalist? from Peshawar and Is- 
lamabad but Taliban embassy in Is- 
lamabad and consulate in Peshawar 
denied visas to journalists. 

The journalists wer^ planned to 
proceed to Jalalabad, Kandahar and 
Herat to witness.the three-day im- 
mxmization campaign. 

Taliban have stopped issuing 
visas to Pakistan journalists after re* 
ports that the student militia killed a 
large number of civilians when they 
captured Mazar-e-Sharif and 
Bamiyan. 

The UNICEF office in Islamabad 
had also sent requeist to the Talibah 
embassy in Islamabad and their con- 
sulate in Peshawar but the plea was 



ties. .-. . 

President Rawalpindi Press Cliib 
and secretary general Pakistan Fed- 
eral Union of Journalists F^uzia 
Shahid have condemned restrictions 
on P^stani reporters by Taliban 
and described it as move to suppress 
freedom of expression. 

The press club president said Tal- 
iban had disappointed Pakistani jour- 
nalist community by refusing them 
visas and urged the militia central 
leadership to take serious notice of 
the Taliban ambassador Maulvi 
Saeed-ur-Rahinan Haqqani and con- 
sul general Maulvi Naeemi. 

Fauzia Shahid said that ban on 
Pakistani journalists would further 
damage the- repiitation of Taliban 
and it will lead to resentment among 
Pakistani journalists.— NNI 



Taliban regain 
control 



KABUL: The Taliban militia Sunday 
recaptured the' central Afghan city of 
Bamiyan from the opposition north- 
ern alliance, Taliban Information 
Minister Ainir Khan Muttaqi said. 
"Bamiyan was recaptured today after 
the operatfon began from two sides to 
the north and south of the city,** he 
tddAFR 

The Taliban had lost the dty to the 
pro-Iranian Hezb-i-Wahdat faction of 
the anti-Taliban northern alliance 
amid a reported uprising on April 21. 

Bamiyan^ astronghdd of the Shia 
community, was eaiiier seized by the 
Taliban in September last year. Mut- 
taqi said the militia troops entered 
Bamiyan from the north "as a result 
of a coordinated attack by the Taliban 
soldiers and local people of Saighan 
and Kahmard." He said the T^ban 
also captured Hs^i Gak Pass in the 
southern flank. The attack was 
mounted early Sunday at 4:00 am, he 
said, adding ^^resistance was very min- 




imal". "The enemy soldiere are only in 
Yakwlang," a town located 50 kilome- 
tres west of Bamiyan, Muttaqi said. 

Independent confirmation of the 
Taliban claim was not immediately 
available. An official of the Hezb-i- 
Wahdat faction said **we have no re- 
port". "May be it is wrong." However, 
he said there was fighting on the 
western side of the city. 

The Af^an Islamic Press later 
said dozens of Wahdat soldiers were 
killed in the fghting, while at least 50 
had been taken prisoner. The state of 
"lawlessness prevailing in Bamiyan 
for the past many days.has come to 
an end," a Taliban of&dal was quoted 
as telling the jpriyate news service. 

Bara^^, famous for the world's 
largest Buddhist statues, is consid- 
ered the main centre of the ethnic 
Hazara community opposed to the 
"Mban. The militia earlier said heavy 

Continued on Page 8 



fighting was continuing in northern 
Kunduz province and around the 
strategically important Salang Tun- 
nel. "An offensive from Bangi CKun- 
duz) was repulsed. Some of the 
enemy personnel including com- 
manders were killed or captured," 
the militia said in an official Radio 
Shariat broadcast. 

The statement followed claims 
by the opposition alliance that it 
had captured Dawre Khanabad and 
a power plant at Band-i-Barq in the 
same province. Khanabad district 
links Kiinduz.to Takhar and the 
provincial capital of Taloqiln, where 
the alliance holds an exten^ve sup- 
port network. 

Independent sources have con- 
firmed heavy Taliban aerial bom- 
bardments in the area. The Radio 
Shariat broadcast made no mention 
of a Taliban counter offensive at 
Bamiyan; It said Tstliban troops had 
clashed with the alliance north of 
the Salang Tunnel, a vital supply 
route through the Hindu Kush 
mountain range, linking ncnth and 
south Afghanistan. 

"From Andrab and northern 
Salang; the' enemy launched ah at- 
tack which was repulsed- Five 
enemy personnel were killed and 
three were wounded," the broadcast 
said.--AFP: 
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Four days with the Taiihan 

ir in the country, the life goes on. People are living under miserable conditions, 
aspect of life including health, education, social activities etc. A first-hand account 



AFGHANISTAN'S KUNAR province straddles the 
I^akistan Border along the Hindukush mountain 
r.ingo. It is 10,479 s<|. km in area and according to the 
IWIii-nsus ils |)<>|)ul.»li()ii is 2()2,()()0. Kiiiuii' is ti 
mountainous ct)unlry where the first bullet was fired 
against the communisls. It was also home to the 
bloodiest battles against the Russian occupation and 
dreaded by the Russian soldiers because of its moun- 
tains and narn)w gorges. 

We planned to visit this province to get a first hand 
experience of living with a Taliban commander, Syed 
Amir Bacha. On the morning of 3"^ December, I left for 
the border town of Bajuar also known as Khar. 
Having arrived in Bajuar that evening, we had to 
establish a contact with Fazlur Rehman who lives on 
the Pakistani side of the border. The border is clearly 
defined by the Hindiikush range, separating the Iwd 
countries at the top. The crossing point is called Ghaki 
Top, situated at an elevation of 6500 ft. The following 
day we crossed the border at about noon. The distance 
between the two border barricades is less than 10 ft 
from the top. We saw the green mountains of Kunar 
in front of us. The terrain on the Pakistani side is very 
dry. After the mandatory Friday prayers with the 
Taliban border guards, we took another pickup on the 
Afghan side of the border for Asadabad, the capital of 
Kunar province. We arrived in Asadabad at around 
1600 hours. Since it was not advisable to travel 
onwards to Asmar the same day we settled in for the 
night at an abandoned Russian barrack, now property 
of the Taliban government. 

Ibe Blind Men of Asadabad 

Our contact was Syed Abrar who trains the blind 
people to help them to manage their lives without 
relying on others. At the height of the war against the 
Russians these blind people would just sit in some 
corner of the house unable to do anything on their 
own. An old man, Gul Mohammad lost his eyesight 
because of small pox. I le bore scars from the bruises 
he sustained when he woulil walk into trees and other 
obstacles. After the Russian invasion of Afghanistan 
he made his way to Pakistan, where he became a 
beggar. When the war ended he returned to his 
hometown, Asadabad. Things became difficult when 
anarchy spread and each group fought for control of 
the area. The rule of lawlessness meant that only the 
fittest prevailed. Gul Mohammad was robbed. They 
even took away his bedding. He said, "I regretted 
coming back". Today all he owns is a rundown mud 
hut. His three sons who have no possessions live on 
their own. 

The warm winter sun was now setting and a steady 
bree/.e beg.in to pick up speed. By nightfall it was a 
howling wind and soon it became unbearably cold, 
though the snow had not yet fallen. It had been an 
unusually dry Ueceniber. People prayed for the 
snow even though life would become unbearable 
because the snow would also block the passes and 
hamper logistics and silence the guns. Even war 
takes a backseat in the harsh Afghan winter. At night 
several missiles landed on Asmar, the next major city 
on our route to Dangam. These were launched to 
prevent the Taliban from opening the road to the 
north that was blocked the previous day after the 
opposition forces of Ahmad Shah Masood set off 
explosives and sealed the road. The Taliban re- 
sponded by sending in armor from Asadabad to clear 
the road and pushed the opposition forces back. 



The road to Dangam 

Early in the morning we left for Dangam and reached 
AsniiU". The roa*i to I )an}',ain was now open, tliou)',li llu* 
town gave a deserted look as people stayed away ivom 
the main streets. The jt>urney onwards was particularly 
tense as we left Asmar and banked right on the steep 
track to Dangam. Here we ran dangerously close to the 
opposition forces. Our guide told us to lake off our 
turbans and hide them since the oppt)silion does not like 
the Taliban. After a forty-minute drive for what seemed 
to be an eternity, we reached Dangam in the afternoon. 
Dangam is a valley where the opposition and the Taliban 
control the opposite sides of the mountain. 

One could see that all key mountaintops were held by 
the opposing forces on each side. They were manned 
rouiul the eloi k. I Umi* people slept cm the j',rouiul in 
small huts built next to their gun positions. Rockets and 
mi.ssiles were stacked on the improvised shelves. Others 
just lay on the pillows or on the makeshift bedding on 
the ground. The three men would take turns at guard 
duty at night as the other two slept. At set iiitervals the 
commander would call the fortifications and check if all 
was well. In case of firing, all the neighboring com- 
manders within a radius of several miles would call 
each other by their code names to check the latest 
position and the origin of the fire. 

After a late lunch and early evening tea we were in- 
structed to go to the room prepared f\>r our stay. No one 
ventures out after dark. There is no electricity and the 
guard dogs are unleashed. Besides, the threat of an 
ambush becomes greater once the sun sets. 

The war 

Huddled around a wooden stove everyone talked about 
the war. The sili-nce of the night was shattered by the 
sound of a missile launching. I'he people around sud- 
denly became tense not knowing where it was going to 
land. Then as it exploded in the distance they could tell it 
was a miss and the conversations gained steam after a 
.short but len.se pause. These people htui liveil the past 
twenty years of their lives in war. 

The next morning we were taken to a hilltop gun 
position, from where we could see most of the valley 
down below and the opposition positions in front. The 
white Taliban flag was hoisted here when the Taliban 
entered Kunar. Empty cases of ammo were neatly piled 
on the sides. A young boy made green tea for us and 
then the commander gave us a demo of the heavy 
machine gun. As soon as the firing stopped commanders 
from adjoining areas made frantic calls asking what 
happened. A few volleys into the air is enough to start a 
war here. Everyone was trigger happy and ready to fire 
back, livery lime there is firing, the commanilers can 
only find out by VHF from their friends. Most of the 
lime the opposition al.st) joins .md there is an exchange 
of abuses. The older commanders always try to avert a 
confrontation, but the younger ones are looking for an 
excuse to blast each other. 

The thlldren 

There are no schools in Dangam. Only recently have the 
Taliban opened a madrassa, but it only imparts religious 
education. I asked a little girl, named Paykai whether she 
went to school and she said no because she did not have 
any books. The Madrassas are closed for three months. 
Saeed Maqsood who teaches there gets 4 dollars a month. 
He has to suppt>rt a family of four. The head of the scht>ol 



is also the head of the mosque, and while the mosque 
always remains open, the madrassa does not. Chil- 
dren find it entertaining when the guns open up on 
i-.u h olIuM. They lake llu'ir v.uUaj;e simIs as it it were .i 
movie. Most of them imitate the elder fighters. I'hey 
kni>\v the names of the guns aiit.1 dilletiMil iwkels ami 
missiles. Ironically, ihey are bright kids with a dark 
future. For them war has become a way of life, they 
have never known peace. 

riie Women 

For women ihe life on ihis planet is incarceration within 
the confines of their homes. Seldom do they venture out 
and if they travel, they walk at a snail's pace to avoid the 
rocks and difficult terrain. Looking through the mesh of 
the biirtja is an arduous exercise. Most men do nt)t want 
to lake ihem out, antl if ihey travel U>ng distances lliey 
cannot eat in the roadside hotels since there are no 
separate facilities for them. I was ptu ticularly baffled by 
the sight in the bazaars of Asadabad and Asmar. For 1 
did not see a single woman, just bearded men. It seemed 
Ihey had all left the town or were forced inlo the prisons 
of their homes. 

The Medical scene 

In most remote places including Dangam a medical 
emergency is often fatal. The sick are put on make- 
shift stretchers by using their beds and carried over 
difficult terrain. The shortest walk to the nearest 
doctor is three hours at the least. The injured have to 
be carried over high moimtain pas.ses often taking 
more than ten hours. Two such examples were Bacha 
Mir and Mohammad Karim who were injured by a 
mortar shell. They bled profusely as four men 
carried ihem tied to their beds for over ten hours 
before they could reach Bajaur, the nearest border 
town on the Pakistani side. 

In Dangam there are no doctors, no medicines and 
people often prescrilx.' their own medicine. Children 
are given heavy dosage of antibiotics for flu and colds. 
The nu'dicines are brought from P.iki.slan anil from 
Asmar, which is a three-hour v\'alk from there. In most 
cases the medicine in Asmar are expired. Middlemen 
make a killing by dumping expired medicine in a 
society that is illiterate. No one can tell the difference. 

On our third day we were told to leave since we were 
in danger. The impending war loomed closer by the 
hour. Hostilities would also mean the access would be 
blocked and we could be trapped indefinitely. Even 
through 1 was not satisfied with what we had 
achieved and our job was far from finished, we had to 
leave Dangam with disappointment and a heavy 
heart. We also knew that perhaps we wt>uld never see 
some of these people again. We reached Asmar al 
around 1230. There was no transport available to take 
us It) As.iilal>ail, so wv starti'd walking. Alter a few 
hours we saw a pickup truck full i>f people heading 
for Asadabad. We hopped on board and after a three- 
hour jt)urney through dust and dirt we reached 
Asadabad looking more like a bunch of beggars. 

It had now been four days since I tix)k a bath. The bugs 
and insects had left their trails all over my body. 
Perhaps it was the only souvenir this war-ravaged 
country could offer for now. After another night's stay 
we proceeded for the border and crossed at the same 
point over Ghaki Top. 1 walked across to the Pakistani 
side of the border and saw Bajuar down below. The 
wiiul was nippy, and the past another ctnmlry. ^ 
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Breaking 
stereotypes 

Tlii Russians left a long time ago. But more than two million Afghan rtfugees are 
^If str^did in ^istan. Labeled as drug traffickers, arms-peddters and 
prostfttrtes, they are waging a Jehad for respect^i survival here. While Great 
Game proxy-wars under sectarian and ethnic pretexts continue for the 
strategically located pieces of their land, humanitarian aid for them has dried up. 
They do not want to go home until the factional militancy and repression in 
Afghanistan is replaced by a pluralistic civil government based on broad 
consensus of Afghan citizens of all ethnicities 



Mubashir Zaidi 

'niEY HAVE been labeled as a menace to Pakistani 
Siociety, a bunch of drugs and arms smugglers and 
prostitutes. Dubbed as a burden that Pakistan has sus- 
tained for twenty years cka^^ not bdng a signatory of 
1951 UN Convention on B^:^^. The police love to 
harass them. They have to take up petty jobs they never 
imagined they'd be reduced to. The cost of registration 
pushes most of them to live the lives of illegal immigrcints. 
They blame the Uiuted Nations High Commission on 
Refugees and Taliban government for their miseries. Most 
of them want to go home, bat fear for ^r lives as edmic 
groups in Afghanistan continue to settle their differences 
through rocket launchers. Taliban's fight for control over 
the ruined territoiy has added to the problem. 

In 1998, 18,309 Afghans crossed over to Pakistan. Most of 
them arrived in the last quarter of the year. A large 
majority of the new refugees are Tajiks, Hazaras, Uzbeks, 
Nooristanis and Turkmens who are being targeted by the 
Pakhtoon-dominatvd incumbent Taliban government. 
Unlike the first waves of refugees, the more recent 
refugees come from educated urban backgrounds. 

At present, there are almost 2 milli<m Af^tma rc^gees 
(registered, unregistered and illegal immigrants- GOP 
source) in Pakistan. The more recent influx of refugees 

is largely urban, as conflicts in Afghanistan have moved 
from mountaintops to cities and roadlinks sor of 



between them. They are mostly literate, hnrd-working 
and generally peace-loving. The refugees from rural 
areas who came in the wake of the Soviet invasion 
earlier, arwl who can largely be held responsible for 
fostering most of ^e negative stereotypes against 
Afghai^, have mostly gone back to their homeland. The 
urban Afghans had preferred to stay in Afghanistan 
when Mujahideen were up against the Russians or their 
puppet governments in Kabul. "Oie Mujahideen groups 
fighting against each other for power eventually 
brought the war to the urban centers. 

P^stan has been a good host over all these years no 
doubt, accommodating successive waves of refugees in 
special camps as well as its cities. The United Nations 
High Commission for Refugees has noted Pakistan's 
positive role in dealing with the massive problem: "In 
Pakistan, refugees are allowed to work, and receive 
considerable government support in the education and 
health sectors." This is no smatt dbal considering that 
the Afghans have i«i:)ame^Jl«e wiorld's single largest 
refugee group for ff^ 19* ytear running. ArS the largest 
i^onk^ th^ group has found refuge in Pakistan. 

"Vfhalfs the point in going back tp Afghanistan when 
d»ere are no employment opportunities, no room for 
women education and above all, no safety for the people 
who are not Pashto-speaking," a former professor ^ 




Selling qahwa in Islamabad for survival 



cover 



AfgKan compariy in 
Karachi Company 



The Afghan enclave in Islamabad's G-9 Markaz is a mini-Kabul. Wajahat Malik mingled with 
refugees in Karachi Company to get a closer look at their life away from a ravaged home 



"I'llLKE IS plenty ul giKX.1 Atglian company in Karachi Company," smirt;cd a 
friend, vvlien I inquired about the Afghan community in Islamabad. Completely 
perplexed by his vague insinuation, I asked him to elaborate on his statement. 
"Come on man, don't you get it? There are lots of Afghan sunshines in that area of 
Isliimabnd," he said, closing one of his eyes. Annoyed at my friend's stereotypical 
godforsaken humor, 1 ventured into Karachi Company seeking Afghan supple 
sunshines dud IxMrded elotids <ilike. 

I'd heard the whole area is the hub of Afghan community but on that particular day it 
seemed as if all Afghans had vanished into thin air, for 1 could hardly spot an Afghan 
face in the thronging crowds. After a good while of roaming around in the Karachi 
Company market that seemed to unfold at every block, 1 finally came across the 
Afghan enclave. And sure enough there was plenty of Afghan company lo be found 
there. At first I felt as if 1 had stumbled upon a mini-Kabul in the midst of Islamabad. 
Persian and Pushto music was blaring from the music and video stores with boards 
aii^^tteing ini^Mi, named Kabul Mnidc CeiM and I^al^ Video Shop etc. 

Mongol-faced Uzbeks sweating profusely over their hot Tandoors were doling out 
lioat shaped bread to their mostly Afghan customers. Afghani women, in striking 
contrast to their Pakistani counterparts, with their stylish long skirts, flowing black 
dre.s.scs and libi-ral g.iil were .siiopping and going |>iaci'.'> ^ivjlh their families. 
Looking around, 1 could make all kinds i>f tillinic i%l^li«f|#%round inc. There were 
Uzbeks, Hazat^^ Tajiks and Pashtoong, traditional 9^1^, all happily socializing, 
forgetful of their animosities back home, 

Walking into a music shop I tried to engage the owner in a conversation about his 

refugee life but instead he flashed a cassette of a legendary Afghan singer by the 
name of Ahmed Zahir into my face, that 1 bought promptly. His aloofness to my 
questions brought me into the sunshine again and this time I decided to interview 
the carpet dealer. But as my meager Persian ran out, the old guy's enthusiasm to 
be interviewed also waned, as he couldn't speak any other languitgig. Hot and 
frustrated 1 walked over to a Juice stand to cool down and vent some steam. That is 
when 1 met Sunny, a young hip Afghan guy clad in blue jeans and stylish specta- 
cles, who could spi'.ik Ihienl l:nglish and was gladly willing to talk about his 
Afghan existence surrounded by a Pakistan reality. 

Sunny li.iils fri)in .in edncilcd Tajik family of K.ibiil wluTo his late falhi'r oni-e h.ui a 
tlii'iving l)usiiieNs. liiil llicii i.iiiu' vv.ii and i'i>iisi.'(|iieiil ini.seiies. Siiimy's lamily 
migrated from Kabul right before Najib's regime succumbed to Mujahideen forces. 
Prolonged rocket attacks on the city, a war ravaged economy and a threat of Islamic 
beards forced them to lock their house and move to Peshawar with scant belongings. 
Afti-r a brief sojourn in Peshawar, the family consisting of his mother and two elder 
bMillicrs sliitleil lt> K.u'.ii hi wluTi- llii^y spent five ye.irs. The lW4) eliler l>rollu'rs who 
had gone to college iii Kabul got a lucky break and left for Canada where they are 
working and supporting the family. Sunny and his mother live in Islamabad now, in 
a single room apartment, waiting for a chance to migrate to Canada. Sunny is a sharp 

guy for a twenty-year old. He 
was in middle school in Af- 
ghanistan when they had to 
leave. Now he doesn't go to 
seiHX>l or work but instead 
attends an English language 
institute to sharpen his English 
skills for his coming years in 
Canada. He whiles away his 
time hanging out at the juice 
stand with his friends, 
practicing his guitar and 
dreaming about Canada. 




Mongol- faced Uzbeks sweating profusely over their 
tiot Tandoors were doling oi4.boat sttaped bread to 
ttteir mostly Afgttan cu&ormim 



When I asked him how he felt about living in Pakistan as a refugee, he smilingly 
informed me that life in Karachi was a drag as the people there looked down upon 
Afghans, and there was always trouble. But he likes Islamabad, "People here are 
more relaxed and friendly towards Afghans. I have made a lot of Pakistani friends, 
but of course there are certain problems for Afghan refugees in Islamabad. By law 
we are required to carry an Afghan pa.ssport stamped with a visa from the Afghan 
C'liinniissioneralc that is reni-wi-d every six, inonlhs. The whole procedure costs 
about $K)6, a lietty amount thai is beyond the means of ptmr refugees, who barely 
scrape a living by doing menial jobs. And if you don't have n passport \'ou get 
harassed by the police who demand money lo let you off the hook. V.vcn 1 don't 
have a passport but the police usually let me go when i beg and plead thai 1 am a 
poor student and can't afford to buy one." 




Tii^s is a stsry Krf ricAies lo i^gs 

Sunny's other grievamv was abinit ihe liNl ICR. that acoiiriling to him providi>s 
sti|U'ntls li> Iranian.s, .ind oilier n'liiv.ees bill .loesn'l tunsiiler llu- .■\l)',li.ms. .Xiiil ol 
course, he said, the life of a refugee is always li>ugh, lull of uncertainties and appre- 
hensions, and there are times when he felt like an uninvited guest in this country. I le 
told me he loves Afghanistan and will eventually consider going l">ack to live there il 
things changi' lor the better. But tor right ik>iv, C'anai.l.i loiiks inoiv promising. I lis 
slaiu-e on the l aliban was very diplonuilic. I le lold me that Taliban xvere ginni 
people who have brought a lot of peace and security in the country but he didn't 
agree wilh their strict social and religious ci>de. I le al.so added very coyly, liiat 
Taliban were a temporary solution to a very complex Afghan problem. 

Talking to Sunny and later on meeting and conversing with Afghans from various 
ethnic, social, linancial and educational backgrounds around Karachi Company and 
surrounding areas, I got an interesting new insight about their community. Theirs is 
a slory of riches lo rags. Most of llie people living in ihi'se cominiinilies are eilucaled 
urban people who were living rather eomtiirlable lives in Ral>ul and other cities ol 
Afghanistan. They were teachers, government employees, businessmen and other 
professionals who saw and experienced very little or random glimpses of actual war 
that was raging on in the countryside and the mountains. So they stuck il out a little 
longer than their rural Afghan brethren who were filling the refugee camps in 
Pakistan and Iran by thousands everyday to save their lives from screaming Russian 
Migs and Gunship helicopters. But in the early nineties during and after the fall of 
Najib's regime, when things got hot with infighting among mujahedin factions 
and more rockets landing in the cities, a lot of these urban Afghans were forced to 



^ of Kabul University from the Persian speaking 1 lazara 
community told THL; TRIBUNE. The professor requested 
anonymity, as he feared that his family could face harm 
from Mujahideen groups operating in Pakistan. The profes- 
sor and his wife, who was also a professor in Kabul's 
teachers training center, do not want to restrict their ten- 
year old daughter and two sons to religious education alone. 
"I would have to grow a beard and wear a turban if I go 
back to Kabul University to resume my job," he said. 

His wife was more concerned about her ten-year old daughter, 
"1 don't want my daughter to receive only religious education 
and do an in-house job like carpet-weaving or embroidery. I 
want lu-r tti Ih- a iiurmal luim.m iH'ing aiul acquire modern 



A large majority of the new refugees are 
Tafiksj Hamas, Ud»eks, Nooristanis md 
Turlanens vwbo are bemg targeted by the 
PaUatrnhdominated liKumtmfi M^n 
goverm&^.VtdHte f/re first vmm of 
refugees, Hw more recent refugeek wl^ 
from educated urban backgrounds 



education. Nowailays a woman in Kabul can not go out unless 
accompanied by her husband. The Talilian guards check the 
Nikah Namas or marriage contracts, whenever the)' see a 
couple. How can I raise my daughter in such a suflcKated 
environment?" she asked. The professor .s^iid that he was not 
involved in any political activity but the Mujahideen groups 
targeted him for no reason. "I want to convey to the Pakistan 
government that if they continue to support Taliban and its 
discriminatory policies, the Taliban will cause trouble here as 
well. Almost exclusively Pashtoon, the Taliban are being 
trained in Pakistani madrassas. Pakistan shouki malize that the 
Taliban would try to extend the boundaries of their repressive 
regime .It thi' slighlesl prelexl," lu' warned. ^ 




Mai(;li21 —2/, 1999 



cover 



migrate. Hence the latter influx of the 
Afgluin refugees into I'akistiin comprises 

mostly of these urbanites that have 
settled in Islamabad and other cities of 
Pakistan. 

In l.sl.iin.ib.Rl .111(1 1 bflii vr in olhiT cilie.s, 
strong negative slercolypcb prevail about 
Afghans. They are viewed as criminals 
involved in drugs, prostitution and guns. 

to Hmse unfounded biases people in 
Islamabad look down upon the Afghan 
refugees and allow themsdves minimal 
contact which further widens the misper- 
ception. But things at a closer range 
reveal a different picture. During my 
interaction with the Afghan refugees in 
Karachi Company and the surrounding 
comnuinities, 1 found a breed of very 
li.inl wiiikiiif^, ili('iiilii-il .mil I'lUrrpiisiiic 
people striving lor a dean buck. 'I'hey 
work menial jobs, soli juices and potato 
chips from small stands, sell jewelry and 
wash cars. Some of their more fortunate 
brothers find better jobs anil do better 
businesses but overall theirs is a commu- 
nity where, if needed, all members of the 
family, even the kids after school go out 
to earn bread. I didn't come across any 
Afghan peddlers during my time in that 
locality or notice any shady deals being 
made in the alleys. Many Pakistani 
slio|)kix-pcrs ill llic iii.irki-1 ih.il I talked lo 
confirmed the honesty and clean dealings 
of the Afghans in their daily intercourse 
in the Karachi Company. 

The most disturbing stereotype that is 
rampant in Islamabad, especially 
among the male population, that most 
Afghan women are loose and prostitute 
themselves, needs some explanation. 
Actually most of the Afghan women 
with an urban past are quite liberal in 
the way they carry themselves. When 
on the streets in Islamabad or else- 
where, they draw a lot of attention by 
men betause of their frank gait and 
long flowing skirls. And when the men 
approach these Afghan women with 
wrongful ideas in their heads and the 
women don't put out, rumors are 
spread al)oul their bad charactoby 
llicM' I riisl r.il('<i riK'ii. 

Otherwise, there is a very low percent- 
age of Afghans involved in such crimes. 
To label the whole people as criminals is 
nol justified. iVihir Shall, a juice vendor 
ill his lliirtics wIm> sup|M)rls a I>ig family, 
grudgingly told me that even though he 
worked all day to eke out a clean living, 
still most of the time he had to hear 
cond^craiding remarks from his Paki- 
stani customers who brand him 3s a 
drug peddler or a pimp working under 
the faqade of the juice stand. Sheer hope 
for peace in his country dripped from 
his face as he promised to return to 
Afghanistan one day to live with dignity 
m a Arst class dtizcn rather than a 
disgrami refugiH'. ^ 



Brotherly reservations 

For years, people in the Frontier ha¥e accommodated the refugees, 
but now they are being viewed as a burden and blamed for 

lawlessness. While many local leaders agree that the refugees should 
not be forced to go back until things return to normal in Afghanistan, 
traders and businessmen threatened by the inroads the Afghans have 
made into their businesses insist that they should at least be 
restffeted to camps. Syed Bukhar SUmh reports from Peshawar 



RETRACTING FROM his earlier assertion that Afghan 
refugees would be confined in camps from March 15, the 
NWFP Chief Minister, Sardar Mehtab, re-assured the refu- 
gees on March 16 that they could enjoy the hospitality of 
Pakistan government. Earlier on, blaming the refugees for 

l.iwIfSMU-.s.'., he li.nl w.inu-d llu- loi.il .uliniiiisli.ilion <il ilii'r 
consequences if it failed lo impleineiil his orders. The locals 
wore asked lo give the dolaiLs ot Afi;han refugees living in 
their houses. His announcemcnl cicaled unrest among 
refugees living in the province and surprised many. Neither 
the foreign Office nor tlic Afghan Commi.ssionerate had 
given any such directives. Wliile various traders' organiza- 
tions in Peshawar welcomed the government move of 
confining million of refugees to their camps, it invited sharp 
criticism from various political parties, who termed it as 
impossible and said they would resist it. 

According to Commissioner Afghan Refugees, Gulzar Khan, 
the Afghan Commis.sitmerate, Peshawar has finalized 
arrangements for shifting Afghan ii'tiigees lioiii N.isii 
Bagh camp located in the suburbs of Peshawar. The land 
currently occupied by the refugees was within the jurisdic- 
tion of the proposed 4,616 acre Regi Lalma housing scheme 
of the Peshawar Development Authority. Nasir Bagh is one 
of the oldest and biggest camps where only 66,000 refugees 
are registered out of the estimated 80,000 who live there. The 
government officials and officers of the Afghan 
Commissionarate avoided comment and said they had not 
received any plan in this connection yet. Meanwhile, a 
spokesman of the provincial government on March 15, said 
tfiat the provincial government would not shift refugees 
forcibly, and would take their leaders into confidence before 
taking any decision in this connection. The recent ambiva- 
lence in the government's policy towards the refugees is not 
new. For the past 20 years, it has treated the problem in the 
same confused manner. 

The government of Pakistan allowed the refugees to estab- 
lish businesses, purchase properties, live in ihe cities and 
move freely within the country, while the government of 
li.iii loiiliiied llic ii-liigfi-s lo llu-ii i ,uu|».. Kerpin;-, in view 
the liberal policy of Pakistan's governmenl, the Afghan 
refugees started pouring in cities of the province when 
foreign aid was suspended in 1983-84. They made inroads in 
many businesses including tTansp4>ft, hotel and catering and 
properlies. M.iiiy sl.irlcil ollu r sm.ill liaili'S like I'.u pi-l 
centers, general stores, beauty parlors, and music, video, 
vegetable and fruit shops. They can be seen pushing 
handcarts in every city of the province. It is impossible lor 
the government to now confine them in camps. They even 
run schools and colleges, clinics and separate bazaars. Under 
Taliban, only agricultural sector is improving in Afghani- 
stan, and these refugees are not willing to return to their 
country unless things change for the better. Recently, the 
Afghan refugees in Akora Khattak had publicly announced 
that they would not return to their country in the present 
situation. The educated refugees are especially critical of 
Taliban's strict policies towards citizens. 




The presence ot Alghan relugees is 
now being viewed as a burden here and 
Ihoy have boon bkunod lor aenling law 
and order situation in the province 



The presence of Afghan 
refugees is now being 
viewed as a burden here 
ai\d they have btH;n blamed 
for creating law and order 
silii.ilioii ill tlic imiviiiic. 
The loc.il popul.ilioii w.is 
svmp.illielic when ihe 
Russians were slill llioiv In 
Afghanistan. That has 
changed since civil war 
eruptetl among the v.irious 
groups of mujahedin. The 
local traders, who have been affected the most by the Afghan 
influx, were quick lo announce support to the Chief Minister's 
eariier statement. A delegation of traders iiad assured the provin- 
cial government that they would identify ever)' refugee in their 
areas. They said they had their own lists of Afghan refugees. 

Tlu' piililic.il p.iilirs h.ive llicir own le.isons lo sii|>i>i>il tin' 
presence of Afghan refugees in Pakistan. Iliey are ag.iinsl 
repatriation before things return to normal in Afghanistan. Ikil 
the local people repeat tlie famous Pushto proverb that 'a 
guest enjoys the best hospitality for two d.iys, and on the third 
lie does not'. According to a prominent I'.ikhtoon intellectual 
and expert on Afghan affairs, l)r Sher Z.im.iii Tai/.ai, " rlie 
Afghan refugees have no refugee status since 1992. I liey are 
now illegal immigrants here in Pakistan. After the withdrawal 
of Soviet troops and suspension of foreign assistance lo them, 
these refugees should give various taxes on their income". The 
United Nations, he said should now work for the repatriation 
of tiiese Afghan refugees so that they could le.id a respectable 
life in their own country. It is commonly held that the I'.ikislan 
government has allowed them to do whatever they want in 
Pakistan, disn-garding the international law of refugees. It is 
also believed that the moneyed Afghans had their links in 
bureaucracy and other influential circles of Pakistan. 

Loc-.il le.ulers s.iy l\u- governmenl slunilil t.iU- .ulioii .iiviiiisl this 
powerful Afghan class instead of harassing the poor and helpless 
.Mlih.m ii-lu;',ecs. Tliis poweilul .Mvji.in ^ l,l^s s.il\it.i;;i's pe.ux' 
agreements only to protect their own interests, " I liey will al.so 
sabotage the recent Ashkabad agrcemenl." A large ntimber of 
people are opposed lo the presence of Afghan refugees. Neither 
the government nor the Afghan leaders, the\' s;»y, could check the 
illeg.il .iclivilies of the iulluonli.il Algll.iii miscre.iiils. Tlicy h.ive 
even obtained Pakistani National Identity c.irds and passports. 

Mo.st of the Afghans p.irticipale in the public iiiivlings aiul 
processions of the Pakistani political parties creating misgivings 
among the workers of opponent parties here. "The presence of 
Taliban ministers in various functions of the religio-political 
parties of Pakistan has also created hatred among the locals," 
said a former Afghan leader on the condition of anonymity. The 
Taliban ministers and their activities in Paki.stan have influ- 
enced some youths in Southern districts of the NWI-'P and they 
have formed an organization called Pakistani T.iliban. Tliis is an 
alarming development for the moderate locals ot the area. ^ 



^ The family of the prole.s.sor, currently residing in Islamabad, was quite 
well-off in Afghanist.in unlil iheir part of the city w.is rocked by rocket 
launchers in late 1993. They immediately left Atghanistan and came to 
Pakistan on a bus. They preferred not to reside in the refugee camp. "My 
wife and I searched for jobs in Islamabad but despite our vast experience 
we were not able to find any for a long time. We finally got jobs in OPF 
School on a measly 3000-rupee sataty, but after six mcBRttis. we were asked 
to quit," he said. Currently the fanuly depends on the income the couple 
generates by giving private tuition. They have to dish out XJS$ 106 after 
every six months for the renewal of their passports. Similarly, many 
Afghan families are finding it difficult to survive in Pakistan. Some of 
them prefer to be illegal immigrants, as they don't have the money to 
renew their passports. They also do not want to reside in refugee camps 
where life is cHlficult in mud huts and tents. 




The Afghan limbassy in Pakistan is least bolheied atuiul the miseries ol 
the refugees as lliev belong lo comnuinilies that are iinsympathetically 
viewed by the laliban goveninu-nl. VVlien 11 Ui TKIIiDNi; cont.icted ihe 
l-mbassy for information .ibinil the steps taken by the Taliban govern- 
ment for the refugees, it w.is told that tlieiv is no 'responsible' peison m 
the Embassy who could talk on ihe issue. The Afghan refugees living in 
cities do not get help from UNHCR either, as it only caters to the refu- 
gees living in camps. However the agency does provide scholarships 
fnd Other assistance to the refugees living in urban areas of Pakistan. 

According to Or Altafur Rehman, a consultant at Afghan 
Commissionerate, established by Government of Pakistan, the Afghan 
refugees are hard-working people. "They have taken up small jobs like 
selling flowers, potato chips or qahwa, working in beauty parlors, ► 
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Displaced by war, a former Afghan General's daughter now works in a 
Mauty parlor to support her mother, younger brothers and a father 
who has become a mental patient. She is scared of Pakistani men who 
harass her, thinking she is up for sale 

Zubia Zubair 

FAHMINA MIGRATED to Pakistan from Kabul in December 1993 along with her family. Her 
father, who was a leacher and former General in the Afghan army during General Najibullah's 
reign, woke them up at about three in the morning, telling them to collect all their valuables 
and most useful items because they were leaving for Pakistan. Her mother and elder sister had 
come fifteen days before her. She thought she was to return after a few months. 

They came to Pakistan on a van they had hired. One of their neighbors bark home was a trader 
who used to keep traveling to I'akistan. 1 ler father spoke to him about going to Pakistan for a 
few months and thus it was he who arranged a private van for them. They paid 200,000 
Afghanis for the journey. On reaching Peshawar at about 8 p.m. they stayed a night at the 
driver's place since they did not know anyone there, and it was too late to continue their 
journey to Islamabad. For a month they stayed with their father's sister in Islamabad, and then 
they rented their own place, a portion of a 9in|!e<«tory ho^ somewhere in I-IO; TTiey had 
brought along enough money with them as tWis was a well-cSff family back home and they 
owned a lot of land in Parwan. Thtis money was not a problem in the beginning. 

When she came to Pakistan six years ago, she did not know the language. So the first thing she, 
along with her elder sister and younger brothets,. did was to join an English language center. 
The younger ones went to school as well. With the help of an auntie in the neighborhood, she 
managed to learn Urdu. Since she was interested in cosmetology and hairdressing she joined a 
beauty parlor in the area for a beautician's course, and joined the parlor as a paid employee 
afterwards. This brought in money and experience. Her family of five brothers and four sisters 
is dependent on her and her brother wlni is a few years younger to her and leaches at Jinnah 
Public School. Her salary is used at home while that of her brother is used to pay the rent. Her 
father, who was once a very disciplined and strict armyman, has become a mental patient. 

She was in the first year of college when her family migrated. There was no dress code or 
restriction that you had to follow in Afghanistan, "We used to wear jeans and long skirts 
mostly, and diipatlas wore optional. I used to wear jeans mostly to college and at home, 
whereas formally, for weddings and all, skirts would do. Some women used to wear scarves 
but that too was entirely up to you. The skirts however had to be below your knees. Our 
colleges used to offer scholarships for higher education abroad. Whether they were boys or 
girls that did not matter. They were mostly sent to Russia or Poland. We had the semester 
system in our colleges and after completing each three-month semester, we used to get a mnl ol 
stipend from the government." 

Fahmina's family used lo spend the winter vacations in their village- Qila Mirza, in Parwan. 
"We didn't get any summer vacation, only three months of winter vacation. Our village was 
very beautiful." Most of her mother's relatives and her father's elder brother live in the village. 
"We used to have a lot of fun and enjoy a lot in the village. We would arrange picnics by the 
river, Dariya-e-Pansher, that ran through our village. Afghanistan is very rich in fruits and our 
favorites were grapes and a fruit called 'Tut'. One of us, among our cousins or brothers, would 
climb the tree and the rest would stand underneath holding a large piece of cloth to collect the 
fruit in. We were a naughty bunch, especially when we were all together. 1 used to love sitting 
by the river- it was so clean and pure and peaceful. We used to sing a lot when we were all 



'fi' ■the Taliban do not allow womei 
'J* down all women schools, collegi 
women from getting education? 




f,dut unaccompanied, they have shut ' 
universities. Wtiere does Islam stop 




together. Our people too were great. You will not find such kind, 
hospitable and loving people anywhere in the world." Here she broke 
tlowii, crying willi p.iin ami ^rief. 

Talking alioul the general atmosphere in Kabul and Afghanistan she 
s;iiil, " Things were m-ver .is l>ad .is ihoy are lod.iy. WonuMi were highly 
resixfclod and could go anywhere they liked. No one winild dare do 
anything unbecoming. Of course at night you had to be accompanied 

by someone. One has to be careful no matter what, and there are good 
and bad people in every society. Okay, men used to eve-tease some- 
times, but that was all. Here they go around bumping into you or 
touching you, physically abusing you." 

"We are Tajik, Dari speaking. We just considered ourselves Muslims 
and that's all. 1 did not even know about the Shia or Sunni distinction 



► washing airs and collecting garbage. They have almost replaced the Pakistani 
labor in many lower rungs. Since they are hard-working people, therefore they do 
not hesitate in taking up small jobs," he said. 

I)r Allaf dismissed the common notion that the Afghan refugees are involved in 
t riininal .u livilii s. "Tlicre may be sonu- exceptions but generally the Afghans are not 
involved in any i rinies," he Insisted. However the police in the twin cities of 
Rawalpindi and Islamabad claimed that the Afghans were involved in serious crimes 
like murders and dacoilies. Inspector Raza Shah of Islamabad Police Public Relations 
Department said that out of every ten criminal cases, the Afghans were involved in 
three or four. However the record of Police department for the crimes committed in 
1998 belies his claim. According to the Police record, a total of 2627 crimes of v.ii ioiis 
natures wen- ivporliid in Islamabad during 1998, out of which the Afghans were 
involved in only 31 ca.ses. Though some of them have been charged with serious 
crimes like murders and dact)ities, but nn>st of the crimes involving Afghans revolve 
around personal stjuabbles and enmities. 



Ur Altai also tlispelled the common perception that Afghan girls are of an easy 
virtue. "Most of the Afghan girls curivnily residing in Pakistan belongeit lo norllvrii 
pari ol Alghaiiislan wIkmv we.iring skirls .uul pulling mi Iumw lu.ikr up is .i rouliiie 
By judging them as proslilules is very unfair. Thoiigh iIkmi' mav bo sonu' who 
engage in .such trade, yon can't pul all of Ihem in llu- same calegorv," hf .s.iid. 

At the same time, the Afghan program of Uiiitcti Nations I llgli c;)niniissi()ii lor Kelu- 
gees (UNHCR) is currently facing its worsl-evt-r funding erisis that started last year. The 
future looks very bleak in yc.irs to come. So lar in 1999 UNf ICR has only received one 
contribution for its Afghanistan program from the Swedish government. UNHCR had to 
borrow US$ 1 million from its central repatriation fund, which has to be repaid. 

The reason, .uvording lo llio .igeiuy, is ih.il ihe i.ssiie oi .Afghan rfp.ilriation beci>me.s 
a very difficult subject to sell in distant donor capit.ils. " laliban-lu'ld Afghanistan 
was prominent in the headlines for a siring of enlirely negative rea.sons. It was 
playing hosl lo ihe world's most w.inU'd toi rorist- Osama Bin I adon. The laliban 
were criticized tor their di.scriminalory policies againsl women. And UNIlCk ^ 
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before I came here. Now things have really gone bad. The Taliban do 
not allow women to go out unaccompanied, they have shut down all 

women schools, colleges and universities. Where does Islam stop 
women from getting education? They are supposed to deliver babies at 
lionio and not in hospitals. They cannot walk side by side along with 
men and have to walk a step behind them." 

When war broke out all schools, colleges and universities were shut 
down. People were scared to leave their homes for fear of not returning 
alive. There was shortage of food and people were deprived of the basic 
necessities of life- medicine, NeaUt and education. "We were terrified as 
firing used to start suddenly, at any ^«e«if day or night. Then we to 
hi«1e in our baScm<>nl. 'IIktp was a lirhc wtion wo hki in the basemcrtl for 
Ivvo whole days because the firing wouldn't slop, without any food, and 
my mother was expecting my youngest brother. It was around one 



o'clock in the morning and none of the doctors were willing to come and see her. Her labor pains 
were getting worse and we were at our wit's end because we did not know what to do." She still 
shivers at the thought and says, "I don't know how but it was my eldest sister who delivered the 
baby. I was kept out of the room and managed it alraie." But the last sfaraw was when a rocket 
landed in their home. That was wi^n her parents decided that it was time to leave. 

Her father ^ says had retired before the mujahideen came to Kabul and war broke out aroimd 
1990. It was then that things started changing. Her father's eldest brother who is a farmer and 
looks after their land in the village also suffered at the hands of the mujahideen. They murdered 
his wife and her body was hidden in the basement of a deserted house. For about three months 
they did not know what had happened to her and thought she had been abducted. Her body 
was found in the basement by some children who went there by chance looking for their 
football. And as the weather is cold most of the time, die body did not give off any smell." 

In 1996 they went back to Afghanistan. This time they went on the bus that goes from Peshawar 
to Kabul. "The minute I saw Kabul I broke down in tears- my beautiful dty had been destroyed 
and lay in shambles. I just couldn't stop tihe tears from rolling down." They had gone to bring 
back their uncle's children. They did not stay in Kabul and got a connecting bus from there to 
go straight to their village that is an hour's drive from Kabul. She stayed there for a week and 
came back with one of their relatives. Her mother returned after another week with the chil- 
dren, who now live with them and are in school. This time, she says, she did not feel like 
staying there because it hurt her too much. Everything had changed and the mirth had gone out 
of life. Food is scarce, there is no electricity, no water, nothing. Women are forced to wear hijab 
and if they don't then the Taliban lash out at them or throw acid on their faces. In 1998 her 
father managed to go back to Afghanistan because they needed financial assistance. He went to 
his brother who looks after their land and he was successful in getting some money. The 
Taliban confiscated everything he had on his way back. 

"People are reluctant to rent out their houses or apartments to us thinking that they might get 
into some sort of trouble or we might be involved in some illegal business or terrorism. And if 
they do rent them out, then they expect us to pay a very high rent. Mostly we are asked to 
vacate the house /apartment after six months." Women in Pakistan, she says, have always been 
kind and helpful but it is the men who really bother her, "They harass you in different ways. 
When I dress up like an Afghani, I am hotmded by men who think that I am a call-girl or 
something. 1 now wear only shalwar kameez. If s the social persecution that kills you." 

Once while shopping at the Mangal bazaar, a guy pushed her younger sister who fell in the 
drain. She hit her licad against a rock and had to get seven stitches and stay for a night in 
the hospital. Since then she is scared to go out. She just goes to school accompanied by her 
mother now. It is n ten-minute walk from the bus stop to the parlor where Fahmina works 
and she says that the slightest noise startles her. She keeps looking back just to check 
whether she's being followed or not. One morning, while walking towards the bus stop 
from her home, she was pinched on her back by a guy who ran off. This is the kind of 
attitude she dreads among our people. "They want to hurt you for no reason. Maybe they 
get some perverted pleasure out of it." 

Her yoimgest brother was just six-month old when they came to Pakistan and he remembers 
nothing of his homeland. He cot»iders himself a pAkka Pakistani now and not an Afghani. She 
herself feels somewhat like a Pakistani now. But she says she'd like to go back one day. She 
would like to complete her education if she ever gets a chance. She wants the war to stop, 
schools to reopen and life to get back to normal in her country. She says that if war were to end 
today, she would go back immediately. But not under the rule of the Taliban as they are fanat- 
ics. "They would probably kill me for working as a beautician." She veils die hurt and pain 
behind a smile and shows mc the henna .she has put on her hands. 

(Fahmina is not her real name) 



4.\ 



^ wanted moni-v to Incilitalo ropnlrialion to this 
place?" the UNIICK Alghan bulletin stated while 
quoting the appn>hcnsi(»n irf the d<inors. 

Hv l.iiniarv I, IW, .i lol.il iil -I.OS million At);li,in 
refugees had returned home. However, more then 2.6 
million .still live in I'akfelan. A large percentage has 
inigraU'd from urban areas including Kabul, Kandhar, 
Hcfstt and Mazar Sharif. They believe that their 
homeland is not a safe place till warring Afghan 
factions reach a consensus amongst them. The repa- 
triation troni I'nkistan dipped to a record few A»ri»'^ 
the past three years. 

A L'NllCR spokesman staled on the 2t)''' anniversary 
ol llu" Soviet willnlr.iual Ironi Alj;li.inisl.in ohserveil 
a lew weeks ago: "While it was the Soviet invasion 



Mip»f or Raza Shah of hIaimM Folia Public 
Relations Department said Hmt mt td emy ten 
aimnal cases, the Afghans were invo/ved hi 
three or four. However the record of Police 
department for the crimes committed in 1998 
belies his claim. According to the Police record, a 
total of 2627 crimes of various natures were 
reported in Islamabad during 1998, out of which 
the Afghans were involved in only 31 cases 



and occupation of Afghanistan that caused the 
majority of refugees to flee, it is subsequent events- 
almost uninterrupted fighting between constantly 
shifting alliances of Afghan political groups and 
militias, continued human rights abuses, and a 
shattered economy and infrastructure- that is pre- 
venting the final settlement of the Soviet legacy." 

"Urban refugees, who arrived long after the Soviet 
withcirawal are unlikely to return home imtil they feel 
that the fighting has stopped and that their chief 
social aspirations, especially employment and educa- 
tion, will be satisfied. In short only an all-embracing 
political peace agreement will finally bring an end to 
the world's large.st and longest running refugi-c 
crisis," the spokesman said. ^ 
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Separate university for 
Afghans being established 



From Shamirn Shahid 

PESHAWAR ^ In the wake of frc- 
queni demands of the Afghan nationals, 
the Afghan Refugees Comniissionerate 
is considering an single Afghan Uni- 
versity enabling the Afghan youths to 
get further education. 

Following intensified in-fighting 
among the warring Afghan factions in 
each and every corner of Afghanistan, a 
large number of the students as well as 
their teachers were left with no other 
option except to leave their motherland 
IS well as their educational institutions. 
The ijifghan educationists who were 
rendered homelesSi^'^bjj' in-fighting, had 
established educati^narins.titutiorls bh 
their own' ahcl later on number of' the 
universities reached five in Peshawar. 

No doubt that there was no common 
syllabus or study procedure of such 
universities and the managements have 
to receive their choiced fees and charges 
from the students. However, the NWFP 
government in previous June, without 
issuing any notification, ordered clo- 
sure of all such institutions, thus mak- 
ing jobless scores of teachers and edu- 
cationists as jobless and depriving thou- 
sands of students of their right of educa- 



tion. 

In retaliation, the affected Afghans as 
well as their public opinion makers 
knocked at each and every door to con- 
vince the NWFP government for reo- 
pening of such educational institutions. 
In this connection, the Peshawar based 
Afghan Consul General and Vice Con- 
sul have also engaged themselves in a 
scries of meetings with the high ranking 
local authorities. But all of their efforts 
became useless and meaningless. 

Taking a notice of the growing unrest 
among the Afghan nationals, the Af- 
. ghan Refugees Commi.ssioncr Mr 
Gulzar Khan convened a meeting with 
. the administrators of all closed Af|hin' 
: univei^ii(^W<f- <ifeeff$3efa^V^ 
' means tor 'establShihettl of 'fhe "^fingle 
Afghan University with them. Basic 
purpose of such initiatives is to enable 
. all Afghan youths of getting a similar 
education under an established frame- 
work. These Afghans who had attended 
the meeting were included Prof. Mir 
Mohammad Ijazi, Prof. Mohammad 
Ihsan Ul Qamar, Prof. Mohammad 
Nadar Hadi, Prof. Pari Siddiqui, 
• Mohammad Nadar Hassass. Saqib> 
Mohammad Malang, Prof Malaiay 
Salim Dr Hazrat .Meer Totakhel and 



others. 

Both the sides agreed to continue con- 
sultations with each other for resolving 
the matter znd for this purpose they 
established several commissions. The 
number of students, enrolled in: all of 
closed universities was around 5,000 • 
and during the discussion, it was sug- 
gested that site for the proposed single 
university could be selected for accom- 
modating all such students. Similarly, a 
committee was constituted to fran^c a 
syllabubs for such a university as well 
as to decide about the subjects and dis- 
ciplines in such university. 

An Afghan educationist, when con- 
tadted'feaid thaf now tfte)^.af(? hopeful 
dbout reopening of the univefsiQM^Srtd*^ 
he'priisea'the Afghail'Refugecs'Cohi-* 
missioner. Gulzar Khan for his positive 
thinking regarding opening of a single 
university with a unanimous syllabus 
and academic procedure. 

It was further learnt that after amdga- 
mating ail universities in private sector, • 
the Afghan Refugees 

Commissionerate would initiate 
steps for introduction of a unani- 
mous syllabus and procedure for all 
other Afghan colleges and schools op*- 
erating in various parts of the province. 



